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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
 

LIFELINe 
Distributed freely in October 2019 Edition no 515 
 
Editors:  Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor 
 
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 
  
 

FAREWELL TO PIPPA 
 
Pippa Wakefield died during the night of 31st August, at home.  She was 104 
years old and had been the senior villager for many years.   

 
Her funeral will be at All Saints on 11am on 7th October 2019.  Tim Hill’s obituary 
is on Page 3. 
 
 

Classified advertisements 

Upcoming Events: 
See back page 
 

In this Lifeline 
 
Pastoral newsletter….   2 
Obituary………………   3 
Village in Bloom……..   4 
The Detectorist…’’’’’’   5 
In the Garden………… 6 
Farleigh Feathers…..     7 
Organisations………..   7 
Events………………….  8 
 
Visit our website for articles, 
events and much more. 
 

 
Please contact the editors if 
you would like an article in 
Lifeline or on the Website – 
Email 
editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 
 
Follow us on Facebook 
 

 
 
Do look at our website 
and look at weekly 
activities. 
You will be amazed what 
goes on. 
 

   November press deadline  
   20th October 

 
 

STOP PRESS 

Village Fireworks on FRIDAY Nov 1st.  Book early on 
www.westfarleighsportsclub.com.  Last year sold out!  

Harvest Supper Sat 12th Oct – book now – see back page 
Next litter picking Sun 6th October 9am.  Is it your turn?! 

What’s all this?  See P. 4! 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/
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PASTORAL LETTER 
Bake-off or Brexit?  

I’m not a great fan of ‘reality TV’, however I do watch ‘The Great British Bake-off’.  
‘Bake-off’ appeals not just because of the range of cake-related items which are 
produced, but for the way the protagonists interact with each other. Paul and Prue 
act as the parent figures – giving instructions, setting the rules and the standards, 
giving feedback both positive and negative when needed. Sandi and Noel play the 
big brother and sister, who may in turn encourage the contestants or tempt them 
into ‘misbehaving’. 

Contestants are drawn from diverse walks of life but share an enthusiasm for baking.  Although as individuals 
they are keen to do well, gain the weekly ‘star baker’ accolade, and win the overall competition, they 
demonstrate remarkable mutual support and encouragement. This may be in practical ways – helping out with 
some last-minute decoration or lending a utensil; or by expressing empathetic care - with a consoling hug or 
reassuring words when some culinary disaster strikes. 
Whenever a contestant is eliminated, the rest of the group seem as sad that they are leaving as the individual 
whose baking hadn’t quite made the grade that week. The departing baker always speaks of how hard it is to 
leave because of the sense of belonging, the mutual encouragement, and the fun they have had. At the end of 
each series, the winner is announced at a party where all the other contestants, and their families, join together 
to celebrate their success.  
We know that ‘reality’ shows are to a greater or lesser extent contrived for the sake of entertainment and to 
create the ‘feel-good factor’. In contrast, the factual reality of our current political situation, due to the 
behaviour and attitudes of government and parliament who are tasked with the responsibility for the common 
good of all people, is sadly deficient. 
In these uncertain times, we need to work at discerning reality and truth, and demonstrating upbuilding and 
commendable behaviour in all we do.  
St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi: ‘Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves,  not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others,’ 
and ‘whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.’ 
And I’m still waiting for Prue and Paul to set the challenge of making a ‘Bible cake’……. 
(see www.oakden.co.uk/scripture-bible-cake-recipe/) 

 
Alison Callway 
Benefice Reader 

  
SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
Sunday 6th October 8.00 am  Holy Communion (Traditional)          
Sunday 13th October 9.30 am    HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE 
Sunday 27th October 9.30 am  Holy Communion 

  

RIDE N’STRIDE: A FAMILY AFFAIR 
Larry Johnson and his son-in-law set a new village record for tea and cake, 
visiting no less than 24 churches on Sat 14th September.   
 
And Larry’s grandson Noah, aged 4 managed 4 churches with the help of his 
mum, scooter and the car! See the scooter? 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers organized by Sue O’Donnell who greeted 
weary cyclists at All Saints. 
  

http://www.oakden.co.uk/scripture-bible-cake-recipe/
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Alice (Pip) Wakefield.   1915 -2019 
Pip Wakefield died during the night of August 31st – 1st September.  She was West Farleigh’s oldest citizen and 
as old a person most of us have ever yet known.  While she did not shake the world, she had a life of great 
service to the community, along with an internal contemplation which was exemplary and which merits a longer 
memorial than can readily be given.  

She was born in Gatley, near Manchester, and lived there 
until deciding to train as a teacher, which she did under 
Manchester Corporation’s sponsorship at St. Mary’s 
Training College, Bangor, Wales.  It was a rigorous and 
wide-ranging course, but when completed (still in the 
Depression) Manchester had no vacancies, so she took 
what was on offer in East Kent, which she always thought 
rather remote.   Soon she moved to West Malling where 
she taught at the Boys’ School on the High Street until the 
1950s.  Then Headship of West Farleigh School came up – 
with on-site accommodation – and she moved here.  She 
retired when the school closed – through lack of a 
sufficient pool of children locally – but remained until 
death in the house next door that she had bought with 

companion and fellow teacher, the late Sylvia Whittle.  They had both reached retirement age at this point.  
Former pupils regularly visited her until some of them (quite many actually) predeceased her.  She had efficiently 
taught them everything, from football to maths to music - and good behaviour. 
A bicycle was her early mode of transport.  She recounted how she and Sylvia (who was at that time in the Land 
Army) leapt from their machines into a ditch when the road was strafed by a German fighter during the war.  
Some of her pupils were also lost in an air raid.  Nevertheless, she later showed no rancour towards Germans who 
she met on the Continent, or from home in Kent.  
Pip’s activities didn’t stop at teaching. She was Parish Clerk, PCC Secretary – always a staunch supporter of the 
church - conductor of the local choir, organist, cricket scorer – nothing seemed beyond the scope of her interests.  
Outside the confines of the village she supported numerous charities, most notably Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, for 
which she lectured all-over, and received a certificate, long ago, for having raised (jointly with Sylvia, who was 
deaf) £50,000.   They had a succession of trained dogs, which she loved.  She kept this going after Sylvia’s passing: 
a late disappointment to her was not being allowed to take on another dog when approaching her centenary. On 
principal she wouldn’t trap house mice and, latterly at least, hesitated to snuff the life out of an insect.  
She was quite a keen traveller and drove abroad at a time when cars were lifted aboard ship by crane.  Gardening 
was another interest.  She was a highly knowledgeable plantswoman.  She played the baby-grand piano with 
unfailing finger memory and was well-known for her ability to improvise and for her duets, especially with her 
friend Bun Balston.   
Pip had an elder brother, Ernest, to whom she looked up, but his death, without issue, many years ago, left her 
without any close relations. It was he who was responsible for the nickname “Pip“, which she happily kept all her 
life. She maintained strong contact with Sylvia’s family, continuing a friendship of already sixty years at the time 
of her companion’s death. Though socially adroit, Pip didn’t particularly indulge much small talk – discussion 
usually had to be meaningful, concrete.  Perhaps this was because she was teacher through and through and 
could plainly identify limitations. Moreover, it has been said that courage is the most underestimated of the 
virtues.  Pip had this quality aplenty. Once, not that many years ago, she confessed to feeling a lack of point in 
“going on”, being overawed by the prospects. Then these personal qualities came into play.  She continued to 
look a bleak and lonely future plainly in the eye, while her bravery kept these feelings under control.   This kind of 
steadfastness was even more important than that open-hearted courage which kept her front door ever open 
without regard to any danger.  She displayed no concern for personal security. 
She had lived on Lower Road for over 60 years and her passing both calls to mind and illustrates the deep changes 
that have occurred in the village.  No-one can have been more central to the life of the village during that long 
time.  She died in her own bed, never having had an extended stay in hospital or nursing home.   She will be 
missed, for it was a privilege to have known her.        Tim Hill 

[See Friends & Neighbours on thefarleighs.co.uk for colour pics and a video of Pip playing the piano] 
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM 
 
Success for West Farleigh in Bloom!  At the recent South East in 
Bloom Awards we won two silvers!!  One for the Village in Bloom – 
improving on our bronze last year, and one for the churchyard in 
our first year of entering – which is an amazing achievement for 
Martyn and his team.  Thanks to everyone who has supported us. 
Now we need to up our game again if we are to do even better 
next year.  We are planning more bulb planting around the village 
– if anyone has a spare grass verge in front of their property they 
would like us to plant up please let us know – 
bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk.  Wild flower planting is very popular 
with the judges and to impress them even more we are going to 
establish a wild flower meadow on the Ewell Lane Triangle. 
To involve younger people in our projects and to raise awareness 
of the plight of the bees and butterflies, we wonder if any of the 
younger generation would be like to look after a bee/butterfly 
attracting plant which we would provide.  In return we would ask 
for photos and information to include next year: have more 
bees/butterflies have come to your garden since having the plant, 
time of year, time of day etc.  If you would be interested in this 
project please contact bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk. 
Finally – a big thank you to all of you who grew sunflowers.  We 
hope even more of you will grow them next year – particularly as 
one of us discovered an interesting fact about sunflowers this 
week.  A recent study shows that sunflowers co-operate below the 
surface, sharing nutrients and demonstrating collaborative 
behavior – could we ask for a better symbol for our village? 

 
 This month at the Farleigh WI we had a visit from our Chairman, Jane Backshall, from the 
West Kent Federation.  We hope she enjoyed the evening.  We had a speaker who talked 
about rattling the family bones.   She had thought she had very little family, but searching 
on ancestry.com she found she was wrong! She carried on delving into the census, old 
papers and ancestry.com.  Now she has an interesting family history.   We had three new 
members last month.   We hope they find many activities that they enjoy.  If you wish to 
meet us please come to our Macmillan Coffee morning on 26th September 2019 from 12 

to 2pm.  Enjoy a cuppa and piece of cake all in a good cause at the Farleighs WI Hall, Forge Lane East Farleigh.   
  
 
 

WOW!  WINNER OF THE TALLEST SUNFLOWER 
CONTEST 

mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
http://ancestry.com/
http://ancestry.com/
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FARLEIGHS DETECTORISTS 
 
Happy Autumn, Treasure Hunters, and welcome to my monthly update.  
 
News 
Life is good:  the fields are harvested, and we’re experiencing an Indian summer, 
with finds aplenty.  I am delighted to say that we now have 3 junior members of the 
Farleighs’ Detectorists. Alex and Oli (and Dad John) joined me for a lovely days 
hunting and young William and family have also been bitten by the detecting bug. As 
you will see, read on!!! 

Tax Evasion 

The largest hoard of coins ever discovered from the post-Norman Conquest period (found by an amateur during a 
metal detecting lesson) are an early example of tax avoidance, British Museum experts have said. The hoard of 
2,528 coins dating back to the Battle of Hastings include rare examples of "mules", which have the face of one king 
on the head and another on the tail to allow coin-makers to avoid paying extra tax.  Adam Staples and Lisa Grace, 
experienced metal detectorists, had been teaching a hobbyist friend how to use a new piece of equipment in a field 
in the Chew Valley, Somerset, in January, when he picked up a signal to the first of the 2,528 coins. First time lucky! 
Which slickly and seamlessly brings us to… 

 
…Find of the month! 

 
I was sure I would win this month. On the same day I found a Roman 
minim, a Queen Victoria Groat (or four pence) AND a Henry III cut 
penny (half penny). The £1 coin is there for scale.  

But I have been well and truly trumped. Young William with his new 
metal detector hit a sketchy signal, but decided to dig it.  A sceptic 
behind us said “dirty washer”? A quick clean confirmed my thoughts, a 
medieval gothic/renaissance silver wash ring, with exquisite quatrefoil 
shapes with top and bottom dancetty pattern and pontille 
background.   
No competition!  Well done William you are this month’s deserved 
winner. A very lovely find. 

Happy hunting folks  
Pete 

Metal@thefarleighs.co.uk 

Classified advertisements 

Lost 
1 metal detector while out treasure hunting.  
Brightly coloured and doesn’t detect irony. 
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN       by Jon Fenlon 
I get lots of questions about wildflower meadows, so I thought I would use this month to try and help. End of 
September to early Oct. is a great time to start a perennial meadow. 
The two main types of meadow are annual (re-sown every year) and perennial (comes 
back each year). Annual meadows are great for an attention-grabbing mass of bright 
colours, whilst perennial meadows contain more of a mix of flowers and grasses. 
 
Annual Meadow 
An annual meadow is sown on clear ground prepared to a fine tilth like the 
preparation work for a new lawn. Clear the area in September and then keep checking 

for weeds until you sow the seeds. The best time 
to sow the seed will be March - April, mix the 
seed with fine dry sand to help spread the seed 
evenly. Spread the seed by hand, first horizontally then vertically. This will 
give you the best chance of getting an even spread and not missing any areas. 
Then lightly rake over the area and tread or roll the surface to firm the seeds 
in place. 
 

Really, you want it to rain at least every four days over the first couple of 
weeks.  Otherwise use a sprinkler. After 2 weeks you will see germination.  Look out for weeds and remove them 
as much as possible, but don't walk on the meadow! Use a long hoe or even a long arm pruner is they are too far 
in. This gives the wild flowers time to take over and outgrow the weeds. Annual meadows generally start flowering 
from late May/early July and finish August/October. 
  
Perennial Meadow 
Perennial meadows can be started various ways.  The new recommended way to start on an area of land that was 
weedy or a flower bed is to clear an area just as for the annual meadow but add a layer of sterile mulch to suppress 
the weeds. Sow the seeds in late September to early October when the soil is easier to work. 
 
The first year of establishment is the most important for a 
good strong healthy meadow. Keep the meadow at less than 
10cm in height and make sure it is irrigated every four days if 
there is no rain from April to June. You can maintain the 
weeds by hand digging them out.  Try not to disturb the soil 
under the mulch as this will bring up more weed seeds. Cut 
the meadow down in August and remove the cuttings. 
 
Year 2 you will start to get flower and see what all of your 
efforts have been for.  It will still require some irrigation early 
on each year.  Cut the meadow down in August and remove all of the cuttings. From now on the meadow should 
go from strength to strength.  Watch for weeds! The quicker you get them out the better it will be.  
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EVERGREENS 

The Evergreens enjoyed a Fish and chip lunch. Always a favourite! The following meeting 
was a talk about Japan by John Seeley with afternoon tea.   On the 8th October Peter 
Callway is coming to tell us some bible stories with artefacts, followed by afternoon tea 
“loaves and fishes?” We will then have lunch on the 22nd October. Bangers and mash! 
The meetings are well supported and our members seem to enjoy them. We are indebted 

to all the helpers who drive members to and from the meetings and those who cook and serve. You know who 
you are!! 
Unfortunately we are unable to accept any more members at present. But, if you would like to go on a waiting list, 
phone Terry 814561 or Helen 814445.  

FARLEIGH FEATHERS by Ray Morris 
   
 “Mares eat oats and does eat oats and little lambs eat .....ivy??” 
 
  (If you are young and have no idea what this is about just Google the title!). 

 
Little lambs don’t, actually. Ivy leaves are mildly 
poisonous and can give them (and us) a nasty stomach 
upset if eaten; skin contact can cause a rash in some 
people too. Ivy flowers on the other hand, although just 
a plain inconspicuous green, are a boon to wildlife as 
they don’t appear until autumn, providing much needed 
nectar for bees, hoverflies, butterflies and moths. Their berries last through the 
winter and are a godsend to wild birds as the supply of other fruits and berries dries 

up. Throughout the spring and summer the entangled, twisting foliage is ideal for concealing birds’ nests while 
hosting the myriad insects that provide food for the summer explosion of animal life.  
 
Granted, ivy can present problems for trees, particularly when it produces a ‘sail’ affect on a tall tree so that it is more 

prone to wind damage. But its value to other wildlife is so great, a balance 
needs to be struck when ‘protecting’ a tree – particularly a non-native tree 
whose leaves, flowers or fruits feed few native insects or birds. But if you have 
an already dead tree in the garden, it’s an ideal support for ivy to scramble over 
as the stump slowly rots, producing yet more insects. 
 
Ivy even has its own bee species 
dependent on it – the not-
surprisingly named Ivy Bee. This 
new arrival in the UK (from Europe 
in 2001 and now spreading quickly 

north and west into Wales) appears to be perfectly benign, posing no threat 
to native species. It is a solitary bee, so has no need to sting to protect a store 
of honey, but can be easily confused with the slightly bigger honey bee. 
Females lay eggs in burrows in the ground. Although solitary, there are often 
lots of individual nests close together. The males have a habit of waiting for a 
female to emerge from her burrow, whereupon large numbers of them 
attempt to mate with her, forming a ‘bee ball’. 
 
So this boring plant, despised by many, is actually a key feature for a 
biodiverse garden.  
 
Long may it scramble! 

A furry Ivy Bee 

A bee ball of Ivy Bees 
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VIEW FROM THE SCOREBOARD by Terry Baines 
 
CRICKET : Our cricketers finish what was a more than satisfactory season ending on a high with 
victories all round. 
Our 1st XI’s last three games were wins over Underriver, Betsham and finally a great victory over 
champions Horton Kirby.  While our 2nd XI won their last remaining league fixture against Leigh, 
winning in the last over with five runs to spare!  Congratulations to all the players but most of all 

thanks to the captains and to the groundsmen who make it all happen. 
 
FOOTBALL:   Our footballers are well launched into a new season.  The 1st XI started against Sturry and 
were unlucky to lose 3-2.  Better news followed with a 2-1victory over Southborough, finally we went 
down 4-1 away to Tenterden. 

 
Our 2nd XI have started well, winning our first two league games, 4-1 away to Tatsfield and another 4-1 victory 
over Nomads.  Early days but a promising start! 
 
Our Vets have also played two games but this time we’ve lost them both, going down 5-3 to Ditton and 3-1 to 
Whitstable. 
 

NETBALL: Last month we saw our first ever official Netball match.  We have played twice so far and 
although we have yet to win, we’ve already scored enough goals to have two points on the board.  For 
the record, scores were 23-37 and 31-50.  Let’s hope this fine start continues and the team is having 
great fun as well. 

==================== 
 

Our lucky TON UP WINNERS last month were 

NICHOLAS BOSELEY   £30  TERRY AYEARS   £20  JASON BUTLER   £10   

 

Yours in Sport 

Tel (815267) 

PS.  If anyone has spare timber/wood you don’t want, I hope to build the BEST bonfire this year.  Give me a ring! 
 

 

VILLAGE EVENTS 
Sunday September 29th Open day at Keepers Nursery 
10am to 4pm Over 1,000 varieties of fruit trees.  Sample a wide variety of apples and  
 pears and get advice.  £5 per adult. The Nursery is off  
 Lower Rd between E and W Farleigh. 
 
Sunday September 29th Hunton Church Benefice Service and Commissioning 
10.30am onwards Revd Lorna Faulkner will be commissioned as an Assistant Curate. This will be  
 followed by a fellowship lunch.  All parishioners welcome. 
 
Saturday October 12th Harvest Supper at All Saints 
7pm for 7.30pm Lavish buffet supper and music by Pete & Co.  Donation bar. 
 Tickets £15 from Ann 814561 or annayears@gmail.com 
Sunday October 13th Harvest Festival Service at All Saints 
9.30am Harvest hymns, dry goods donations to MADM 
 
Friday Nov 1st Village Fireworks Party organised by the West Farleigh Sports Club 
Gates open 6pm Fab fireworks, bonfire, extensive refreshments and entertainments. 
 
Saturday Nov 2nd Halloween party at the Good Intent 
Music from 8.30pm Music by Pete n’Co.  Charity collection, Fancy dress optional. 
 

mailto:annayears@gmail.com

