
 

 
 
 

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”          
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HAPPY EASTER 
 
Distributed freely in March 2024 Edition 563 
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM Lorna Faulkner our Rector   

The year is moving on - it’s March already and finally the days are a little 
longer and a little lighter!  
 
Perhaps you are reading this with the gentle, warming rays of the Spring 
sun spilling through your windows and the fresh smell of hope on the 
breeze. Perhaps it’s one of those ghastly grey days when you genuinely 
wonder if the weather has looked at the calendar lately.  Either way, be of 
good cheer! Winter is out the door (hooray!) and the season of growth and 
life is upon us.  
 
March, history tells us, was named after Mars the Roman god of war. The month was so named as it was 
the time of year that military campaigns, interrupted by the winter weather, could be resumed with gusto. 
Now, I am hoping none of us has a war on hold that we might like to get stuck back into. However, I do 
wonder what we’ve put on the ‘back-burner’ of our lives that we might be inspired to pick up again in this 
season of new beginnings and fresh starts?  
 
Something we were enjoying or tackling and have let slide. A hobby? A project maybe? A decision? A 
question we need to answer? A friendship that needs some investment?  
 
Maybe now is the time to take a deep breath and give it the attention it needs to finally be completed - or, 
if you’re queen of the good intention like me, just started would be a bonus! 
 
As we approach the celebration of Easter, we observe the period of Lent, when we are called to consider 
our lives on a deeper level. We take time to be mindful of all those ways in which we might live better, 
truer, lives and draw closer to God. The triumph of Easter - life over death, mercy over judgement, grace 
over condemnation - is a wonderful reminder to us all of the opportunities we have to begin again - 
embrace new life from a new perspective. As Christians, we seek to find - and live - life from the 
perspective of a God who loves us, and loves us with his life. 
 
May each of us discover the joy of Spring. May each of us be blessed and re-energised in this season. May 
we notice opportunities for growth and new beginnings, and may we be inspired to embrace them and the 
life that comes with them.  
 
Happy Easter 
 
CHURCH SERVICES at All Saints 

Mothering Sunday    10/3         9.30 Communion Rev Clinton Davis (Posies for mothers)  
Palm Sunday              24/3         9.30 Morning Worship with East Farleigh Rev Lorna Faulkner 
Maundy Thursday   28/3         7 for 7.30 Agape meal (Last Supper) West Farleigh Church 
Easter Sunday            31/3         9.30 Communion with East Farleigh Rev Lorna Faulkner 
  

 LITTLE ANGELS  
A mother and toddler group in West Farleigh Church 1pm every Friday in term time. 
From babies to pre-schoolers. Mums, Dads, Grandmothers, Grandfathers, and 
carers all welcome. Coffee for adults, lots of toys and fun for the youngsters. 
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IN THE GARDEN WITH SARA CUSHING 
 
As last month was the wettest February the UK has experienced in 
the last 258 years, I’m hoping for some drier weather this month. 
Even so, my neighbours have been taking advantage of the break in 
the weather to mow their lawns, a job I’ve not got around to yet. 
The thought of unclogging wet grass from the mower in the drizzle 
is particularly unappealing to me at the moment, and so I’ve been 
mostly holed up in the greenhouse, planting seeds and 
procrastinating on the grass-cutting front. With the February 
sowings mostly done (chillies can require up to 120 days from germination to fruiting), I can 
concentrate now on the March batches. I purchased a couple of electric heat mats for the 
greenhouse last month to speed up germination and had a great deal of success, enabling me to 
push seeds through in fairly quick rotation, so definitely a worthwhile investment.   
 

Though temperatures are still pretty low this month, 
outdoor sowings can also be started. Covering the area 
required for planting with horticultural fleece or cloches 
for a couple of weeks will warm the soil to give a good 
head start to anything needing to be sown direct, and 
keeping fleece over carrots, for example, is one way to 
deter pests later during growth without the need for 
chemical use. 
 
 
 

In the Borders  
With the warming of the soil comes the emergence 
of the inevitable weeds! Tidying up borders, 
mulching and feeding is a priority at this time of 
year, and I generally use leaf mould collected the 
year before last. This adds nutrients back into the 
earth and suppresses any potentially germinating 
weed seedlings. Deadheading the Spring flowers is 
still beneficial as they should keep going for a couple 
of months. If pansies or viola have got a bit leggy, 
they can be nipped out to any new growth at the 
base and fed which will give them a new flush of 
flowers on a more compact plant. Summer flower 
seeds can be sown now, if you haven’t started 
Pelargonium yet, this is the last month to do this, but 
Cosmos, Arum lily, Nasturtiums and Sunflowers are 
all good to go. I picked up a lovely Zinnia variety called Cherry Profusion which is really eye 
catching, and as they are drought tolerant, don’t require too much looking after once established. 
Forced bulbs, like hyacinths which were flowering over December or January can be planted 
outside, as can summer bulbs such as gladioli and lilies. Daffodils can be deadheaded, but leaves 
should be allowed to die back naturally. Snowdrops can be lifted, split and replanted while they 
are still green to encourage them to naturalise in other parts of the garden. Cornus and salix can 
be pruned. And yes. Lawns should be given a high cut... 
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In the Veg Patch  
If you have been able to warm the soil, some outdoor crops can be sown this month, carrots, 
parsnips, spinach, onions and shallots, for example. While onions and shallots can be bought as 

sets, I’ve grown mine from seed because I wanted 
specific varieties. Shallot ‘Simiane’ is a sweet banana 
shallot, and not available in sets, so I started these last 
month in the greenhouse. 
 
As mentioned previously, it’s worth keeping fleece over 
these to avoid pests, such as carrot or onion fly. Another 
tip is to try ‘Companion Planting’. Spring onions grown in 
between carrots can also help to deter pests by 
disguising the carrot smell, for example. I also grow basil 
in with the tomatoes as the strong scent deters aphids, 
so herb sowing is another priority for me at this time, 
and looking forward to trying the lemon coriander I’ve 
managed to get hold of! 
 

 
And finally, potatoes can be planted! These have been chitting away since the beginning of last 
month, though they may still need protection from the odd frost. In an effort to reduce plastic 
use, I’m going all out on the potato bags this year! Also handily mobile and reusable and negating 
the need for back-breaking digging of trenches! Winner! 
 
Happy gardening  
 
Sara 
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CANINE CORNER with Rebecca 

The Dachshund (Hound Group) 
 
The Dachshund, (Pronounced daks-hund) also known as the "wiener dog" or 
"sausage dog," originated in Germany. The breed's name "Dachshund" 
translates to "badger dog" in German, reflecting its original purpose as a 
hunting dog used to track and hunt badgers and other burrowing animals. 

There is a huge debate as to 
when the Dachshund were 
specifically bred for their purpose 
of badger hunting, but some 
believe is was as long ago as the 15th century.  
They first appeared in the UK in 1840, Albert, the husband of 
Queen Victoria, was gifted a number of smooth coated dogs. 
These versatile hunting dogs are capable of pursuing game 
both above and below ground. Their elongated bodies, strong 
claws and short legs were well-suited for navigating through 
burrows and tunnels to locate and flush out prey. 
Over time, selective breeding practices refined the Dachshund 
breed to emphasize specific traits such as scenting ability, 
stamina, and courage. Different sizes of Dachshunds were 
developed to target various types of game, with the Standard, 
Miniature, and Toy varieties becoming popular. 
Today, Dachshunds are cherished as beloved companions and 
family pets, known for their playful personalities, loyalty, and 
affectionate nature. Despite their diminutive size, Dachshunds 
retain the spirit of their hunting ancestors, displaying traits of 
independence, curiosity, and bravery that have endeared 
them to dog lovers worldwide. 
 
 
 

Training a Dachshund can be a rewarding but sometimes 
challenging experience due to the breed's independent and 
stubborn nature. Dachshunds are intelligent dogs with a strong 
will, which can make them less eager to please than some 
other breeds. However, with patience, consistency, and 
positive reinforcement techniques, Dachshunds can be trained 
effectively.  
 
Interesting fact - The dog (not the HotDog) came first. They 
are sometimes called ‘wiener dogs’ because their long bodies 
resemble hotdogs. But would you believe that the original 
name for the hot dog was the Dachshund Sausage! The deli 
product received its name because it resembled the dog 
breed, The name was later shortened to ‘Hot Dog’. 
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Update on Pear Tree Farm 
 
We have had a reassuring response from William Love, 
the new owner of Pear Tree Farm. In summary, he has no 
plans to turn the site into a mobile home park. He and his 
wife wish to retire there. At present they are living in the 
mobile home while the old barn is converted to the 3 bed 
house (for which he has planning permission). When the 
house is finished, he says the mobile home will go. He is a 
horse breeder. He keeps his stallions in the (new) 
American barn, while the mares are in what used to be 
the pear orchard. The large new barn for which he has 
applied for planning is to keep his agricultural machinery. 
He is a member of the Caravan & Motorhome Club and is 
installing 5 pitches for visitor caravans which will produce 
a modest income.  
 
He and his wife are keen to support local pubs and visit 
the Good Intent regularly 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 18th May  11-3  PLANT SALE at the church. Tea and cakes in the church. 
Friday 28th June  The Changeling Theatre is coming to West Farleigh!!! They will be                                                    
                          performing Noel Cowards “Present Laughter”  at Elmscroft, Charlton Lane.  
Sunday 30th June Smiths Hall Gardens Open.  
Sunday 14th July    GARDEN SAFARI. Maps to be purchased in the church. 
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LOCAL TRADES 
 
 

Business  Service  Website  Contact   Phone  email  
Firefly 
Payroll 
Services  Payroll  

www.fireflypayroll .com  
Jason 
Hart  

01622  
934110  enquiries@firefly 

payroll.com  

No 
Muck'in 
About  

Professional 
and 
affordable 
cleaning 
services    

Sarah 
Dunn  

07885  
634559  

nomuckinabout 
@outlook.com  

Heathside 
Electrical  Electrical  

www.heathsideele 
ctrical.co.uk  

Sam 
Sephton  

07976  
895001  

heathsideelectric 
al@gmail.com  

D. Ward  

Plumbing &  
Heating 
services    

Darren 
Ward  

07973  
314266  darren@dward.bi 

z  

Pest Purge  Pest Control  
www.pestpurge.c 
o.uk  

Richard 
Lee  

07758  
615101  

richard@pestpur 
ge.co.uk  

Top Dog 
fencing  

Fencing and 
Gates    

Sam 
Morton  

07709  
530166  

Topdogmaintena 
nce@icloud.com  

Castle 
Portable 
Loo Hire 
Ltd  Events  

http://www.castle 
portableloohire.co 
.uk/  Steve 

Millsom  
07990  
606067  

castleplh@gmail. 
com  

  
Hair 
Traditional  

Hairdressing 
& beauty  

Facebook/Instagram 
@hairtraditional.ma 
idstone  

  
01622  
817800    
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PARISH COUNCIL 
 
May Elections 
 
There will be elections in May, when parish councillors will be 
up for re-election. There will be vacancies, so If you are 
interested in being a parish councillor do go to the parish 
council website, where you will find details of how to apply. 
westfarleighparishcouncil.gov.uk.  
 
It is worth looking at the website even if you do not want to be a 
councillor! There is a lot of interesting information. 
  
Next Meeting Monday 18th March in Bramley Barn Dandelion 
Time. 
 
Villagers welcome. Have your say at the beginning of the 
meeting!  Or just come and see what business is conducted. 
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SPORTS REPORT  
 
 

FOOTBALL Our first X! started with a fine 2-1 victory over Green Court, the following            
week a semi final versus Cudham, we were 1-0 up with 10 mins to go, 
conceded a late goal, went into extra time, eventually losing 4-1. 
Meanwhile our 2nd X1 lost a very tight encounter versus Wilderpark, going 
by a single goal 1-0. However we bounced back a week later beating the 
Weald Wolves 4-2. Lastly a terrific game against Tapsfield which we 
eventually won 4-3. 

 UNDER 13s 

Our Under 13s are having a brilliant season, since November they have 
won every match, very convincingly 

  The Semi final of the Under 13s Cup is against Kings Hill at the Charlton 
Lane pitch, Sunday 10th March 10.30 kick off.  

Do go and cheer on the youngsters.  

  

NETBALL  Our girls have had a fantastic month of results. and have now found 
themselves in a healthy position in the league. Beating Attack 28-17, 
Bengals 40-21 and All the girls 29-11. The bubble burst when Lightning 
beat them 23-15.    

 
 

 
 

CRICKET  No news! It won’t be long until the season starts again. Are you thinking 
you might like to play this summer? The Sports Club will be pleased to 
hear from you.  Call Terry 01622 815267  or Paul 07730 435565.  

  
 
 
 

 
CLUB NEWS 

 
February lucky numbers  
49 Bill Emptage £30 
69  Jo Prideaux £20 
44 Terry Baines     £10 

 
 
 
! -  Yours in sport, Tel  
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THE EVERGREENS   
In February the Evergreens enjoyed table games followed by 
afternoon tea. Curry or a Chinese dish with rice was served at the 
lunch meeting.  
 
Our next meeting is on 12th March, when Paul Warren will be 

speaking about WW11 Attagirls and Night Witches. 
 
If you would like to join us Email Katie O’Connor <katieeth66@gmail.com>. Or ring Helen 01622 
814445 We can offer lifts to those living in East and West Farleigh. We meet in the WI Hall Forge Lane East 
Farleigh. 

 

   
THE FARLEIGHS W.I.  
Having had the January and February meetings on Zoom, we will be 
back to monthly meetings in the W.I Hall in March. 
 
Sue Spiers is our presenter will be giving a humorous talk on some 
of our funniest comedians. 
 

So, why not come along and join us for coffee and cake and meet the lovely sociable women that 
make up our group? You will be made very welcome – the meeting starts at 7pm with 
refreshments followed by a quick update with what’s going on, and there’s plenty to suit 
everyone. 
 
Craft, Art, Darts Bowling, Lunch club, Walking group, School reading group and a whole host of  
on line training available for free to members. 
 
We also arrange trips and functions for members (subsidised) and guests – currently planned 
Wednesday 1st May Margaret Thatcher aka Tony Harris will be entertaining everyone. Friday 14th 
June a day trip to Whitstable, join us helping with refreshments at the East Farleigh Fete on 
Saturday 29th June. Plus, more to come.  
 
In addition to all of this we hold Monthly Catch up meetings, bring your lunch and we supply the 
tea and coffee - why not come and join us for coffee on Monday 25th March and meet new 
friends? 
 
If  you would like more information on the W.I or any of our events   please e-mail 
 
thefarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk 
 
Diane Scott- President. 
 
The Farleighs W.I Hall – Forge Lane East Farleigh. 
 

  

mailto:thefarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk
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HELP WANTED 

The editors would like some help with the village website – have a look at it www.thefarleighs.co.uk. We 
have a wealth of interesting local articles.  

The website system we have is cumbersome and 
difficult to use, and there are things it doesn’t do 
well. A user friendly and more flexible system 
would be great, BUT none of us have the expertise 
to set it up. We are looking for someone who could 
manage porting the website (and us, its editors) 
over to a new platform eg Wix, GoDaddy, 
Wordpress or Weebly. 

And, right now, we need a website master to 
maintain the current website. For example, to post new articles, update the banner page, strengthen our 
links to social media, and check for broken links and stale content. This would surely be a great project for 
any young person looking to broaden their resume. 

So, two opportunities! 

Is there anyone who could help us out? 

Email editor@thefarleighs.co.uk  We will be so pleased to hear from you! 

 

Are you a writer, artist or comedian in search 
of a friendly audience? 

This is your chance! 

We would be delighted if any villagers young or old, long 
term residents or newcomers, would like to contribute 
to Lifeline. A short article about past life in the village, 
your first impressions when you arrived or anything else 
that comes to mind you would like to share. 

A poem, a joke, a suggestion. We will consider most 
things!! 

 

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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It’s perfectly normal at this time of year for my thought processes to assume 
a mental clarity akin to the picture of this, er, ... well, you know, ... bird (I 
think).  
  
The kinder readers among you will say it’s not a symptom of the passing years, more a question of 
me having so much knowledge stored in my brain, that it just takes longer to find the precise bit 
of information I need.  
 

My confusion is usually 
brought on by a snatch of 
familiar birdsong, but one 
that I last heard and 
identified nearly a year ago 
and has since been mixed in 
with the thousands of other 
snippets of information 
casually stored away but not 
labelled clearly enough for 
instant retrieval. A few 
moments head scratching, 
though, usually does the 
trick.  
 
March is the time of year 
when our resident birds get 
into full swing with their 
singing. As most trees and 

shrubs have yet to acquire their full complement of leaves, it’s usually quite straightforward to 
spot the bird doing the singing and identify it by sight if we haven’t already recognised the song. 
Doing so from a high perch helps make the male more conspicuous to rivals and potential mates 
of course but does have the drawback of making him more obvious to the local sparrowhawk too. 
Nature’s way, I suppose, of ensuring birds don’t go grow old enough to experience some of the 
difficulties I have.  
 
The level of challenge increases once our summer migrants return. Many are typical little brown 
jobs (LBJs) with barely more than a subtly different shade of brown to distinguish them from each 
other – always assuming, of course, I can see them amongst the foliage. Field guides just add to 
my confusion when they describe closely related species as one being greyish-brown while t’other 
is brownish-grey. Suggestions for identifying calls and songs may offer more assistance depending 
on the species. Song and mistle thrushes look superficially similar but can be told apart by their 
songs: the song thrush helpfully repeats each phrase several times, while the mistle thrush 
doesn't and sounds to me as though it’s slightly sad and singing in a minor key. Its habit of singing 
from the very top of a tree into the teeth of a gale early in the year (hence its country name 
Stormcock) helps of course.   
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Modern technology is on hand to assist though, whether you are a forgetful oldie or someone 
new to birdsong. I make good use of a free, downloadable app called Merlin Bird ID to identify the 
more obscure calls and songs, as well as the common ones I’ve simply just forgotten. Having it on 
your phone is a good way to get to know which species are using your garden. If you are 
burdened with a daily train commute, try it while you’re waiting on the platform first thing in the 
morning - I can guarantee a far more uplifting experience than listening to the news!  
In case you’re wondering, here is another pic of our bathing bird, identifiable now as a thrush. But 
which one - song or mistle?  
 

  
Photo: Darren Nicholls  

 
It’s the one the ID guide will tell you has heart-shaped spots, is greyish brown (especially its head), 
is the larger of the two and often sings from an exposed treetop in windy weather. Oh, and it 
sounds to me like it’s singing in a minor key!  
 
Ray Morris  
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