“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own

LIFELINE

ALL SAINTS
COVID
FUNDRAISING
APPEAL
(SEE PAGE 3)

HARVEST SUPPER

7pm SAT 12th October,
All Saints, W Farleigh

32 47 B

MUSIC by PETE & Co

EXTENSIVE BUFFET
Tickets £15

01622 814561
07803 159209

foliowed by:

HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE
9.30am Sun 13" October

Little Angels
Baby & Toddler Group

o s O

Meets Here!
Fridays 1pm - 2.30pm (term time only)
All Saints Church, W. Farleigh
Call Becky on 07949 646865

ALL SAINTS WEST FARLEIGH

Sunday 14™ December
6.00 pm Xmas Tree Carol Service
- for all the family

Wednesday 24'"" December Christmas Eve
9.30 pm ‘Midnight’ Communion

CHRISTMAS N
and NEW §§
YEAR
SERVICES
2014

CHRISTMAS DAY
9.45 am Family Service

Sunday 28" December (no service at All Saints)
10.30 am Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Trinity Coxheath
NEW YEAR'S DAY — Thursday January 1% 2015
Coshaath Church open for prayer 10 am — 12 noon

“TEA FOR THE TOWER"”
SAT 8™ JULY 2017

AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH, W FARLEIGH

2pm Tower History tour
3pm onwards Choir and concertinas

3.30pm onwards  Full afternoan tea

HELP keep All Saints (11'" C)
upright and open
Tickets £10: 01622 727852 or 07429 491022

Organised by the Friends of All Saints

".f' ]\ *‘.\\”l -
Chorus

20 singers
. % conducted by Nancy Royston
L

fest Farleigh
1/813019 ‘

(L3

CAROL SERVICE

ALL SAINTS

Gcnomt |

WELCOME

All Saints Church, West Farleigh

Summer Concerts
Dr Jazz

Is back!
Fri 6 June, 7.30pm

The Dawn Chorus

18-strang choir
Sat 28 June, 7.30pm

Tickets: 01622 236421/813019

or buy at the Good Intent, WF

or online: www.farleighevents.com
Drl: £10, Dawn C: £8 Combao: £15

Wine, beer and light refreshments

Organised by the Friends of All Saints

- -

- ﬁll Saints, West Farle?g%l

Church Open Day &
Village Plant Sale

i
|
E Sunday 13th May
I

iiam —4pm
s Organ recito! by Bob Caudwell {12 noon
. = Farleighs Chair (afternooit}
= Church & Village History Exhibition
2 PLANT SALE — STOCK UP!
BUY YOUR SUNFLOWERS !!f

Coffee, cake and cream teas

served alf day
v ‘o

% \!p:;
.
- -

Al Saints Chureh, West Forleigh

FUNCTION AND MEETING SPACE
po 90 pevpie

3 uies froun Maidstone

i o] CociuB et o phore: 00622) B39

Bus
Tt b
B |
| ¥
R
¥

PILATES HERE

- 9.30am Tuesdays
- 6.30pm Weds
- 7.30pm Weds (beginners)

ADVANCE BODKING REQ'D
allsaintspilates@gmail.com

07903 762585 or 07970 290818

Distributed freely in Sept 2021 Edition 536 Editors: Stephen Norman Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk

Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

Deadline for the next issue is 20" Sept 2021
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Email: sfcarpentry@mac.com
Telephone No.: 07710 477570/ 01622 820036

Website: www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk

BESPOKE JOINERY 8 CARPENTRY

DOORS & WINDOWS

WOODEN FLOORING

TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS

SUMMER HOUSES & GARDEN ROOMS
KITCHENS & STAIRCASES

OAK FRAMED GARAGES

***EREE ONSITE VISIT FOR ESTIMATE***

S CARPENTRY JONERY

BASED IN HUNTON

" WE Parish Council invites you:

ig:i%*?r

S..f & THEVILLAGE PICNIC
i
L

53 ON THE GREEN
DEST. PIRG
DA

3-5pm Sunday 5th Sept
PESTCONT R 0

For all your pest problems

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, Moles,
Fleas, Bedbugs, Cockroaches, Flies,
Moths, Wasps and Birds.

No job too small

il Old School Samba Band - Kettle Bridge Concertinas
G.l. Bar + Steph’s Ice cream van
Call 01622 842481 d Bring picnic and blanket.
"~ Mobile 07758 615101 LIMITED PARKING + WALK IF YOU CAN!
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ALL SAINTS FUNDRAISING APPEAL

The little team at your village church works hard — see the front cover! Outside of our
Christian worship, we organise and support all kinds of things, including the Little Angels,
cricket matches, concerts — and writing and printing this LIFELINE.

35% of the running costs of the church are funded by 12 generous individuals. We
find the rest from renting the building for fitness classes and parties and by
organising events and concerts, and with grants, (including a welcome £500 from
your Parish Council last year). And it’s worked! Except that the pandemic has
decimated events and — worse - rental income and the bills are still rolling in.

20 new supporters giving £15 a month would go a long way to re-balance the books but any regular giving small or
large is welcome.

If you can help, our bank details are West Farleigh Churchwardens, NatWest Bank, 606008 and account 00073830.
Please email editor@thefarleighs.co.uk so we can send you a gift aid form and/or bank mandate.

PS. The church and tower are in good shape. It’s the running costs we are struggling with.

PPS. We also need volunteers to help with our events! Please email sueodonnell@talktalk.net to sign up.

Thank you, on behalf of the All Saints PCC

Peter Callway, Val Grainger, Sue O’Donnell, Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, David Fox & Jacky Taylor

Pastoral Letter

As they part, Romeo says to Juliet “Parting is such sweet sorrow”. The sorrow comes from
the departure but the sweetness from the fact that they will meet again. As Alison and |
depart after eight years of serving here in the benefice, we do so with the same
sentiments. Parting is difficult as we leave behind new friends and situations which have
sustained us in our ministry here. We leave with the regret of things left unfinished, of
having had a year and a half of pandemic which has suppressed the life of worship.
However, we leave with joy as we look back on our life of ministry here and see
individuals who have grown in their discipleship, in their love of Jesus. We see the
benefice more closely aligned perhaps than when we arrived, and we see the potential for
a continued development of the life of faith amongst the believers in these five villages.
We look back with joy at the fellowship we have enjoyed with so many people and in the knowledge that we are just
10 minutes away and able to maintain friendships formed (but no church talk please if we meet up!)

As we head into retirement, we do so encouraged by the God who sustains us and the knowledge that new horizons
await. For us, sure, but for you all here too. Our prayer is for a vibrant life of worship that sees even more cross
benefice support and collaboration, and for a new Rector who will build upon the sure foundation of faith that is
here.

Two of my favourite Bible verses spring to mind as this final Pastoral letter draws to a close. Isaiah 40:3: “those who
hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint” and Jeremiah 29:11: “For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” May they be true for each and every one
of us.

Many blessings.

Peter Callway
Rector (retired)
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Little Angels is back, starting on Friday 10t September, 1pm to 2.30pm. All
parents/childminders with children under school age welcome!
Phone Becky on 07949 646865.

ot 2% All Saints Services
There will be two services at West Farleigh in September:

9.30am on Sept 12" Holy Communion with Rev David Jones
9.30am on Sept 26" Service of the Word with Becky Parnham

NB: all welcome at the farewell Benefice Service with Peter and Alison Callway 10:30am, Sun 29" August at Hunton.

WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM: Announcing the winners of the Sunflower contest

Well done to everyone who entered our tallest sunflower competition; we had a very enjoyable afternoon going
round the village with our measuring stick.

Judges at work!

BREAST CANCER FUNDRAISER

A BIG “thank you” for the support of Pauline and Peter’s Tea
Party in aid of Breast Cancer Now which raised £408.55.

The winners were
the Scotts of Mill
Lane, namely the
grandchildren
Poppy, Oscar, Zack
and Tilly, with a
wonderful display of
sunflowers —and
amongst them the
tallest measuring in
at a colossal 3.08m!

They were closely

followed by their - =
neighbour Holly The winning sunflower

opposite them,
again with a lovely display, and her tallest sunflower measuring 2.73m.

Thank you everyone who has grown sunflowers this year — even if they
didn’t win the competition they are appreciated by all of us in the village.

Page 4 of 12



Mystery of the missing Spitfire (Part V)

What we now know, thanks to the information provided by Geoff Cox’s lecture
notes, and historic records is that TWO British fighter aircraft came down near
Teston Bridge during the war. One was Frank Cale’s Spitfire which undoubtedly
crashed on 15" August, 1940.

The next incident - was a lunchtime - scraping noise - plane
Janded on its belly - slid across 2 fields - Tonbridge road - landed
on the embankment of the railway line

The other was a Hurricane flown by an intrepid We set off in hot pursuit
Frenchman which Geoff Cox recounted to the

. . . . Pilot emerged in - in KHAKI - couldn’t work out why - He was
Teston History Society (see insert opposite):

Erench - Henri Lafonte ! and the local farmer Mr Cooper took him

to the North Pole pub for a drink. After the war Henri Lafonte
Historic note: Any man who can head off to the was in Charge of Charles de Gaulle airport

North Pole for a drink after a near-death ’ :
experience must have nerves of steel, and that was Henry Lafont. He was training in Oran, N. Africa when France
capitulated in 1940, and scuttled its own fleet. He was so incensed by this surrender that he and 5 other airmen
escaped to Gibraltar, flying a twin engine plane which barely stayed above the waves because its propellers had
been bent to make such a flight impossible.

Now our own West Farleigh resident Jack Martin remembers this:

One day there was a dogfight ... and my Dad said ‘It's crashed down.’ He put me in
his bucket (they used to carry me around in a bucket!) and we ran down from the
orchard, across the railway line to the river. :

There was a plane against a willow tree, close to the river but not actually on the bank
or in the water. It was pancake flat. There were some people there already... | looked
for the plane later but it was gone.”

The Battle of Britain Museum at first believed that 3 year old Jack Martin had witnessed Henri Lafont’s wrecked
Hurricane. But we can now be reasonably sure that it wasn’t. For one thing, Jack’s Dad said it was a Spitfire. “He was
in the Observer Corps, so he should know,” said Jack. But — and this seems conclusive - Henri Lafont’s crash landing at
Teston wasn’t until October of that year. And Jack is certain that this event took place in August. In August, Lafont
was still at Old Sarum, training on Tiger Moths.

So in this writer’s opinion, the most likely though disappointing solution to the mystery of Jack Cale’s missing Spitfire
is this: the aircraft came down in one piece, as Jack Martin and his Dad witnessed it. And it was removed,
presumably by the RAF’s recovery squad which is why young Jack looked for it later but it was gone. In short, the
metal detectors of the Battle of Britain Museum have found nothing is because there is nothing now to find. It is only
the record of its removal that is missing. But the Museum has one more field to check...

RIDE & STRIDE 2021 (Saturday, 11" September) WHOOPS!

)

@ 1 - Sue O’Donnell still needs a couple of volunteers in the
afternoon of Sept 11t to sit in the church signing the riders in
and offering them refreshments. 07429491022 or
sueodonnell@talktalk.net.

-
-

And sadly our A cycling trio are all on the bench this year but
any riders starting from the church for 10am that day, will
receive instant sponsorship of £2 per church visited!
(maximum 5 riders, no limit on churches).
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LOCAL BUSINESS IN NEED OF COVID FUNDING?

One of our newly elected councillors, Simon Webb, has up to £6,000 available across Maidstone Rural West for small
businesses who are in need of additional funding as a result of the pandemic.

Any business with a requirement based on Covid need should contact Simon:
Simon Webb
Member MRW

Simon.webb@kent.gov.uk
07978018997

LOCAL TRADES LISTINGS (neighbours who can help you)

Business
Business name service Website Contact name Phone no email
Firefly Payroll
Services Payroll www.fireflypayroll.com Jason Hart 01622 934110 enquiries@fireflypayroll.com

Professional
and affordable

No Muck'in cleaning
About services Sarah Dunn 07885 634559 nomuckinabout@outlook.com
Heathside
Electrical Electrical www.heathsideelectrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 07976 895001 heathsideelectrical@gmail.com
Bespoke
SF Carpentry & carpentry and
Joinery joinery www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk Spencer 07710477570 sfcarpentry@mac.com
Plumbing &
Heating
D. Ward services Darren Ward 07973 314266 darren@dward.biz
01622 842481 or
Pest Purge Pest Control www.pestpurge.co.uk Richard Lee 07758 615101 richard@pestpurge.co.uk
Top Dog Fencing and
fencing Gates Sam Morton 07709 530166 Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com
Castle Portable
Loo Hire Ltd Events http://www.castleportableloohire.co.uk/  Steve Millsom 07990 606067 castleplh@gmail.com

Contact space@thefarleighs.co.uk to list your trade.

(ﬁ;ﬁ-{: 43, Stockett Lane,_ Coxheath, ME17 4PT B a r rett
Qij, Roofing

Telephone number 01622 745178

Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street

The Coxheath Chiropractic Promoting Natural Healing & Health Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH
& Nalural Ther apy Cenlre

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:
McTimonc_\' Chiropractic: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease F I at ROOﬁ ng TI l I ng
your aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life: -

Lead Work  Slating
Gutters Fascias

Tel: 01892 730581 « Mob: 07850 785381
Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk

Neck, shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunnel.
Sciatica. Arthritis. Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries

For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS by Ray Morris
Two birds, no words.
Two birds, both willow warblers. Ringed on the same day, but 500 miles apart. One on

the Isle of Arran, where it probably bred, the other in one of our village scrub patches
as it stopped to rest and feed on its migration to central Africa.

As this is only a small bird (about 8g in weight — a tad more than three to a 20p coin) it wears out two sets of
feathers each year flying to Africa and back. It feeds on small insects like aphids in the treetops, so is not always easy
to see. But its liquid, cascading song is commonplace in the north where most of the UK population now breeds. Like
many other summer migrants, their breeding range is steadily moving north for a variety of reasons. Not least of
these is the disappearance of scrubland like that where the bird on the left was ringed. Scrub can still be found in
villages around Maidstone, although it’s often considered ‘waste ground’ by planners and developers and is targeted
for housing.

There was plenty of it about in the time of Gilbert White, a Hampshire parson who wrote ‘The Natural History of
Selborne’. Selborne is worth a visit as Captain Oates of “I'm just going outside, | may be some time” fame was born
there and has museums to both. One of White's many claims to fame in an age before telescopes and David
Attenborough documentaries was to identify the willow warbler as a different species from the almost identical
looking wood warbler and chiffchaff. Up to then they had all been known as willow wrens.

Our remaining scrubby areas, therefore, be they an overgrown orchard, or an overlooked plot of land of the edge of
our village, are high quality habit for flora and fauna. But change is on the way - not just to meet our greed for land,
but because of the climate emergency. If willow warblers fly the thousands of miles to Africa only to find their
wintering quarters destroyed, they won’t be coming back here - but we can be sure the destruction will be driving
the local human population in our direction.

The latest IPCC report on the climate emergency was frightening. It was a “wake up call for humanity” said the Prime

Minister, who appears to have promptly turned over and gone back to sleep. Imagine a village with no birdsong. We
still need it - if only to cover up the snoring of politicians.

Sunhyll

g Charlton Lane

§ West Farleigh

TR ME15 OPB

KIRK-BROWN LTD
Chartered Surveyors

(‘: RICS| ||

01622 720810

Planning and Building Regulation Applications

Homebuyer Survey Reports

Building Surveys

Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters

Defect Analysis

Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668 Access Platforms

Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk www.AngloGlobal.com

AngloGlobal
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REPORTS FROM AROUND THE VILLAGE
SPORTS REPORTS:

\

Football:
Plenty of friendlies and training has been going on in readiness for our coming season which kicks
off early this year on the 21°* August. Hopefully we will have a successful and enjoyable season.

Cricket:

Funny old month for our cricketers. Our 1%t XI won three with one postponed while our 2" XI
lost three with one postponed! Our 1% XI were victorious over Shoreham, Chiddingstone and
Plaxtol but our fixture versus Ightham was called off because of rain. Meanwhile the 2™ XI
defeats came against Shoreham, Bidborough and Four Elms and our postponed match was
against Shoreham again, also delayed by rain.

Netball:
We all start again in September!

Ton Up Club. Our lucky ton-up winners last month were:

15A: Lucas Shilling -

Yours in sport Tel

oW|

INSPIRING WOMEN

£30 53: Paul Martin - £20 126: Gary French - £10

The Farleighs W.l meeting for August was a lively affair with plenty to discuss for the coming
months. Friends were reunited over coffee and biscuits and some of our craft team
demonstrated the art of Kumihimo — which is the traditional Japanese artform of making braids
or cords. After a little practice everyone started making progress — hopefully the finished braids
will be displayed for our next meeting on September 8th at the new start time of 6:30 at The
W.| Hall, Forge Lane, East Farleigh, ME15 OHG. There will also be an Open meeting on Wed 28

Sept at 6.30pm to hear a talk on the Mysteries of Crop Circles.
If you would like to make new friends ,learn something different or want to know more, then come along and see if
the W.l is for you — contact thefarleighswihall@gmail.com for further details.

Diane Scott — President.

Evergreens

The September meeting on the 14th will be a celebration of 40 years of Evergreens (the first
meeting was held in Court Lodge, courtesy of Sue Morlock). This meeting will be in West
Farleigh Church at 2.30pm. Marian Greensill will be playing the organ.

Evergreens is open to anyone who is retired and lives in East or West Farleigh. If you would
like to join us we would be pleased to hear from you. Please ring Helen 814445 or Ann
814561 for more information.

We have afternoon tea on the 2nd Tuesday and lunch on the 4th Tuesday of the month. Activities, Speakers and
outings are arranged when Covid permits!
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YALDING TAXIS

Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable

Friendly, local, family-run business with
many years of experience in the industry

Drivers with excellent working knowledge
locally, Kent, London, southeast etc.

No journey too short or too far

Whole of Kent covered for long distance
runs (Airports, Seaports, London etc.)

24-hour service, 365 days a year (avance bookings)

Very competitive rates and no extra charge
after midnight

Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

All drivers police checked and licensed

01622 81 43 43

aldingtaxis.co.uk
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THE GARDEN IN August by Sara Cushing

Well. | don't think I'll have many arguments when | say that this year has been one of
the most challenging many of us have encountered in the garden!

The late plantings, high humidity and above-average rainfall meant that many tomato
plants had sadly succumbed to late blight, and nothing was as fruitful in the veg patch
as in previous years!

Roses have been hit hard by black spot and everything is
delayed. The dahlia started blooming in mid August,
rather than late July.

But onwards and upwards!

Deadheading is still essential to keep plants flowering,
and seeds can be collected from any annuals and
perennials you'd like for spring sowings next year. |
always save antirrhinum and calendula, especially! They
add electric splashes of colour in a border. Cuttings from pelargonium and fuschia can be done this month.

Bliahted tomatoes

Leafy veg such as spring cabbage and spinach, and broad beans and

peas can be sown. Onion and garlic sets can be planted.

Any plants affected by blight should not be composted and | will not put
the soil of affected plants near anything it could affect in the future.

Daffodils, crocus and hyacinth can be ordered and planted this month,
and with some of the crazy beautiful new varieties out these days, it's

always fun shopping!

Happy gardening!

Sara
Calndula Offiinalis...pity you can't see
the briliant orange flowers!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Sunday 29" August, 2pm - 6pm Last Hurrah for Janet Morris, at The White House. Bar & entertainment.

Sunday 29* August, 2pm —6pm Sports Club BBQ at the Cricket Ground see article below

Sunday 5% Sept 3pm — 5pm Parish Council VILLAGE PICNIC on the Green all welcome (see ad earlier)

Samba band, Old School Concertinas, G.I. bar, Steph’s ice-cream
Saturday 11t Sept Ride & Stride for Kent Churches

Meet at All Saints 10am to ride
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Sunday 19* Sept Car Rally and Treasure Hunt
07429491022 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net for tickets

Sunday 26" Sept 10:30am Talk at Coxheath Church by Amanda Sidwell
(founder of MADM, Make a Difference in Maidstone)

Wed 29 Sept 6.30pm WI Open meeting (all welcome)
Talk on the Mysteries of Crop Circles

Saturday 9th October, 7pm Harvest Supper at All Saints

Good news from the Cricket Ground

This Sunday, the Sports Club is hosting a BBQ to celebrate the new ownership of the cricket ground. Cricket has been
played at Church Lane since after WW?2. Firstly, we had a - somewhat unsuitable - ground at EImscroft Park, Charlton
Lane. Latterly, not least because it was dug up for the war effort!

Previously, after the inception of cricket being played in West Farleigh, the cricketers merged with the footballers,
and in 1928 made the Sports Club we know today. Then, many of the players were from the farming community, and
many played both football and cricket.

The Goodwin family erstwhile of Court Lodge Farm has owned the present cricket ground for the past 70 odd years.
But in the spring of this year the family looked at selling the nearly 3 acres of ground for the very first time.

The Club had always sought to own the land that its pavilion sits on, and, thankfully with the help of a loan from the
family of one of its players, the land has now been bought. The Club now has the task of finding the capital to repay
them!

in 1951, the pavilion was so generously gifted to the club by Florrie Day of Tutsham. However, this made valuing the
property somewhat difficult, as its legal ownership today could have been disputed. But now, being able to bring
both these assets together, solves all of the issues that otherwise would have arisen.

To celebrate this, the Sports Club is inviting all past players, villagers, their families and friends to come and join with
the members and players to mark this milestone in the Club’s history. The event will be between 2 and 6 o’clock, and
rumour has it, a ‘hundred’ will be played as well. Bring your pyjamas

The club will provide all of the food and drinks, but if those attending wish to make a donation, well,
@ @ | feelfreetodo so. It will all go towards our fundraising efforts to repay the loan.
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Diamondbrite

Protect, clean & care

NAND
CERAMIC

EW CERAMIC PACK™

ofANIFUU, oNUW FUAIVI X FINIorINU BLALE

.

£24.85"

diamondbrite.co.uk

Diamondbrite® is proud to sponsor LIFELINE and the community of West Farleigh
Jewelultra Ltd, Diamondbrite House, Ewell Lane, West Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 ONG

*Total price of products purchased separately is £29.85, regular pack price £27.95
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