“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own

LIFELINE

A Month of celebrations
Queens Jubilee

Village cricket match

Distributed freely in July 2022 Edition 545
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan, Sue Birchall
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

Deadline for the next issue is 20" July 2022
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For all your pest problems

reliability with tailored solutions

WHERE PRICE MEETS VALUE
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, Moles,

Fleas, Bedbugs, Cockroaches, Flies,
Moths, Wasps and Birds.
o:f{[ohnsrarpetskent. co.uk,

No job too small
Same day support TEL: 07951257562

Call 01622 842481

“~g@®%  Mobile 07758 615101

Any computer related
issues please do not
hesitate to contact Dean:

Mobile

07722 293187
Email
info@warford-computers.co.uk
Facebook:
Warford computers

No call out charge, NO FIX NO
FEE, £30 Per Hour
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Pastoral letter by David Jones
Memories

Memories — the subject of many love songs over the decades and of
course the events of the last month have brought back so many. The
older you get the more you have to remember and of course the
more you’'ve forgotten. Yet the brain is a strange organ as things
long forgotten can be brought back into the memory by present
events. Remembering is an important part of life as we learn from
the past, look back into the past with sometimes fond memories and sometimes of mistakes made
and hopefully not to be repeated.

What is your earliest memory | wonder? Not one that perhaps has been planted by parents and so
often repeated as you grew up that the memory is almost real. My sister was given a record player
in the mid-1950s. It was so different from the gramophone we had before which we wound up and
had a needle which appeared wider that a pin. The first record she bought was ‘Magic Moments’
sung by Perry Como — It was 1957 and that song has stuck me ever since and haunts me at times.
This past month has been a time for many of us of memories and magic moments brought on by
life’s events. They have made me look back to times shared with special people and moments which
have shaped my life

There are memories that are important and have helped shape my life since. As | reminisce | see the
way that things have turned out despite the hurdles and distractions on the way. Perhaps the one
constant is not my faith in God which has wavered over the years but his faith in me. At those times
when things were hard and dark, he was there throughout, although not always obvious at the time.
So, memories help to realise that the journey of life is one of constant surprise, with many failures
but many highs and if at some stage we have committed our lives to live in God’s service he is the
one constant.

Enjoy July as you sit in the sun and dream......

Church services

Church 31 July 10t July 17t July 24t July 315 July

Coxheath Communion Morning Worship Communion Morning Worship

1lam Lorna Faulkner Becky Parnham David Jones Lorna Falkner

East Farleigh Morning Worship — Communion — Lorna Benefice Service —
9.30am David Jones Faulkner David Jones

West Farleigh

Communion — David

Morning Worship

9.30am Jones David Jones
Hunton Communion —Lorna Morning Worship
9.30am Faulkner David Jones

Linton 9.30am

Morning Worship
Lorna Falkner

Communion — Lorna
Faulkner

Little Angels

Toddlers & young children, mums, dads and grandparents all welcome to Little
Angels Fridays 1pm — 2.30pm at All Saints.
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Annual Village BBQ and Cricket Match

On June 17" we were treated to the spills and thrills of our annual head-to-head between the
President’s Xl and the Village XI, down at the cricket ground. A crowd of 150 enjoyed a delicious
barbeque as we watched enthralled. The evening produced some excellent cricket, back-dropped
by the sunset. A fantastic village event!

The President's Xl finally overcame the Village Xl for the first time in four years in a closely-
contested match played in front of a packed house and in sweltering June heat. The President's XI
batted first, scoring 126 from their 20 overs and successfully defended it by 7 runs despite a
numerical disadvantage and excellent innings from George Taylor and Alex Beechey. George
looked set to bring it home for the Villagers, cracking two 4s of the penultimate over, before
being bowled by Tom Osborne to spark jubilant scenes from the victorious President's Xl fielders.
Many thanks to all for putting on such a wonderful game of cricket.

PARISH COUNCIL: BIG JUBILEE LUNCH ON THE GREEN

The weather was fairly kind to us for our Jubilee
Celebrations and a good time was had by all who
attended. Neighbours old and new met and
enjoyed a convivial afternoon entertained by the
Concertina Band and later on, the delights of the
Old School Samba Band. Terry Baines supplied
and ran the skittles for everyone’s amusement.

There were some lovely strawberries donated by
Clockhouse Farm and of course the cake and
crown competitions.

Gardens of Smiths Hall NGS Open Day

June 26" was a beautiful sunny day. The peonies and the irises were fading but
the 320 rose bushes were in full swing and so were the herbaceous borders. 310
adult visitors and an uncounted legion of children admired the newly restored
pond in the sunken garden and searched for the flying ElImer hidden in the
grounds. The cream teas sold out in mid-afternoon but the cakes kept coming.
The event raised £3,258 for National Garden Scheme charities and the Heart of
Kent Hospice. Thanks to all our visitors, hard-working volunteers and of course the gardeners of
Smiths Hall.

NEW FACEBOOK thefarleighs GROUP PAGE and website committee

The new facebook page is receiving lots of visitors and is being well used. Please remember that
this is a community page for community news and events only.

The website committee met again and have the beginnings of an exciting project regarding past
and present residents of West Farleigh. This is something that we would very much like you all to
be involved in so watch this space.

Billy Fleming
It is with sadness that we have to announce the death of Billy Fleming, a long term resident of the
village. Obituary in August Lifeline.
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Sports Club Report

Cricket - Following last month’s good start from both teams for the beginning of the

season, both teams have improved and had a good run of results.

Our 1°t XI started the month with a defeat versus Betsham followed by a run of
victories against Withyham, Kemsing and Horsmonden, closely followed by a defeat
against Shoreham but ending the month with a victory over Underriver.

Meanwhile, our 2" X| also started with a defeat against Betsham. Our first victory came against
Horsmonden closely followed by a win over Kilndown. Sadly we ended with a loss against Marden,

more positive news next month | hope!

Netball - Our girls are warming up in the summer league and have had an excellent
run of results, last month winning all three of their matches.

We started with a 38-21 victory over ‘All the Girls’, next a 41-30 win against
‘Lightning’ and finally a terrific victory, 41-10 versus ‘Bengals’. Our game versus

‘Springboks’ was abandoned after two minutes at 1-1 due to heavy rain. Let’s hope our fine run

continues next month!

. ‘ No football news this month

Club news : Our lucky ton-up winners were :

No.7 Frank Underdown £30
No.23 Mae Broks £20
No. 89 Terry Baines £10

Yours in sport - Tel

KIRK-BROWNLTD
Chartered Surveyors

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
Homebuyer Survey Reports
Building Surveys
Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters
Defect Analysis
Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk
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Telephone number 01622 745178

The Coxheath Chiropractic Promoting Natural Healing & Health
& Nulural Therapy Cenlre

McT imonoy (llil'()])l'L)CIiC: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease
your aches and pains and soathe away the stress and strain of life:

Neck, shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunnel
Sciatica. Arthritis. Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries

For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk




WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM
ITS BACK!! The tallest sunflower competition.

Judging will take place on Saturday 13 August. Please let us know if you would like us to measure your
sunflower by emailing your name and address to bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk or putting a note through
the letterbox of Hoppers Corner or 1, The Green in Charlton Lane, stating your address and asking us
to ‘please measure our sunflower’. We look forward to the usual West Farleigh competitive spirit!!

Due to their association with the sun, sunflowers are well-known for being a happy flower and the
perfect bloom for a summer flower delivery to brighten someone's mood!

Helen Keller said "Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadow. It's what sunflowers
do n

We look forward to seeing lots of (very tall!) sunflowers around our beautiful village.

WEST FARLEIGH NEEDS YOU!

West Farleigh is a close-knit village with a great community spirit. This was evident during lockdown,
with lots of neighbourly help. For a small village with no village hall, we manage to hold and enjoy
many activities, many of which are held in the 900 year-old village church.

Like many churches, our congregation has dwindled to a few older people, who have worked hard
over the years to keep the church in good repair and to make it into a useful space for many
activities. Did you know you can hire it for parties, events etc?

Many of you will have enjoyed our Harvest Suppers, Plant Sales, Film Night, and other events the
church has put on for you.

We need YOUR HELP.

We would also like to form a WEST FARLEIGH SOCIAL EVENTS GROUP to help to organise and run
events for the village and incidentally raise some money for the upkeep of the church. New blood,
new ideas would be great. Can you help?

Email editor@thefarleighs.co.uk if you are interested.

Page 6


mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk

EVERGREENS

The Evergreens had
lots to celebrate on the
7% June: the Queens
Jubilee, a 90'" birthday,
an 89' birthday and a
98t birthday. The
Queen came to
celebrate with us (see
photo). There were
posh frocks and bow
ties! We opened the
meeting by singing the
National Anthem. Several of the members brought along memorabilia. One was a biscuit tin and his army
badge, given to one of our members by her boyfriend, who was on duty in London for the Coronation. He later
became her husband. There were also crowns and mugs. Several members bought one of the West Farleigh
mugs. There was a beautiful sampler stitched by a member when she was 11. These prompted many memories
and conversations.

We had a splendid tea, including coronation chicken sandwiches, strawberries and cream and an amazing
selection of beautiful cakes. It was a lovely afternoon and no one wanted to go home.

On the 28, we will be enjoying a lunch of soup and crusty bread.

There is room for more members, do come and join us. We are putting together a new program for the rest of
the year, we have some exciting ideas for meetings and outings.

Ring Helen 814445 for more information. We can arrange transport.

The Farleighs W.I.

What a great Jubilee party we had for our June meeting. Crowns were made and
worn, delicious homemade cakes from around Britain were eaten and a fantastic
Jubilee cake was cut. We all sang a rousing chorus of the National Anthem and

INSPIRING WOMEN made a toast to our Queen

The party ended with the members enjoying Line Dancing under the expert tuition of Wendy Langley.
Next month’s meeting on July 14th is an in-house Bake Off.

The weather for our annual trip to Broadstairs on 17th June was superb — we managed to avoid the heatwave
and enjoy a lovely much cooler day at the beach — some had a paddle and one actually went in for a swim!

If you are interested in meeting others, if you like craft or art, darts, walking or just talking come and join us for
a free taster session. You have nothing to lose and who knows, you may find you would like to join the other
200,000 women who are the W.I. If you would like more information on the W.I or any of our events please e-
mail thefarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk

Diane Scott- President.

The Farleighs” W.I Hall — Forge Lane East Farleigh.
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LOCAL TRADES LISTING

Business Service Website Contact Phone email
Firefly Payroll www.fireflypay 01622 enquiries@fireflypay
Services Payroll roll.com Jason Hart 934110 roll.com
Professional
and
affordable
No Muck'in cleaning 07885 nomuckinabout@ou
About services Sarah Dunn 634559 tlook.com
Heathside www.heathside 07976 heathsideelectrical
Electrical Electrical electrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 895001 @gmail.com
Plumbing &
Heating 07973
D. Ward services Darren Ward 314266 darren@dward.biz
www.pestpurg 07758 richard@pestpurge.c
Pest Purge Pest Control e.co.uk Richard Lee 615101 o.uk
Fencing and 07709 Topdogmaintenance
Top Dog fencing Gates Sam Morton 530166 @icloud.com
http://www.ca
Castle Portable stleportableloo 07990 castleplh@gmail.co
Loo Hire Ltd Events hire.co.uk/ Steve Millsom 606067 m

Upcoming Events

St Mary’s Church
Hunton

Liz Oliver at liz.oliver@waitrose.com and Sue Scott at

sue@cheveneyfarm.co.uk.

Sat 2" July DR JAZZ RETURNS! The ever popular, everlasting Jazz players from

7pm Ryarsh will be back. Tickets £15 now on sale on the Eventbrite website.
All Saints Church Search www.eventbrite.co.uk for DR JAZZ RETURNS.

Sat 9™ July ORGAN RECITAL. International Organist D'Arcy Trinkwon will be giving a
7pm recital on the wonderful Willis organ. Tickets at £15 will be available from

Dandelion Time Open Morning events

These events are a perfect way to learn more about our work supporting vulnerable children & families and

how you can get involved. The sessions include an educational, professional presentation of

our therapeutic methodology by our CEO, Graham Carpenter, followed by a Q&A session. We then offer a
tour around the site with an opportunity to meet our animals! Due to the nature of the presentation we
request that all attendees are aged 16 or over.

Friday 29 July 2022 — 9.45 am — 12.00 noon

Saturday 3 September 2022 —9.45 am — 12.00 noon
Tuesday 4 October 2022 - VIRTUAL Open Day — 1pm-2pm
Monday 7 November 2022 — 9.45 am-12.00 noon

If you are interested please book a place on www.dandeliontime.org.uk under Open Mornings
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS by Ray Morris — The Noisy Garden

As | write this, sitting in a Marden garden at seven on a warm, sunny
morning, I’'m struck by two things: the noise of commuting traffic on nearby
Howland Road and the birdsong competing with it.

There are now plenty of studies that show that birds either sing more loudly,
or raise the pitch of their song, to make themselves heard in an increasingly
noisy world. The increase is due mainly to the ever-present background

sound of rubber on tarmac, and engine noise. There is a tiny hope, | suppose, that the gradual
change to electric power will eventually make a difference, but I'm not holding my breath. Perhaps
it’s my modern hearing aids are so effective at amplifying all the surrounding sound that it’s difficult
to discriminate between the birds and the traffic.

But I'm actually impressed with the number of
species | can hear — twenty-five and counting.
No doubt there are one or two more whose
song is too high-pitched for a man whose ears
are past their prime!

The most noticeable are two of our most hard
to see species - wren and blackcap. It's no
coincidence, perhaps, that they feel the need to
advertise their presence at top volume, often
from a high point in the garden to make
themselves even more noticeable to females or
rival males. But they adopt that tactic at their
peril. The most effective garden predator (apart from the owner’s moggie) is the sparrowhawk — that
generally only advertises its presence by the pile of plucked feathers left on the lawn.

It’s fair to say that, for me, the garden wouldn't be the same without the blackbird, song thrush,
robin and dunnock, our resident songsters. Their normally loud song adds a degree of challenge if |
am trying to isolate the calls of other species, but that just adds to the fun and helps to stop me
focussing on the ever-present scourge of traffic noise — oh, and a passing rush-hour train on a rail
strike day!

In fact, at times like this I’'m more of a bird listener than a bird watcher.

Barrett
Roofing

Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street
Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:
Flat Roofing Tiling
Lead Work Slating

Gutters Fascias
Tel: 01892 730581 « Mob: 07850 785381
e o Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk
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Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable
e Friendly, local, family-run business with
many years of experience in the industry

e Drivers with excellent working knowledge
locally, Kent, London, southeast etc.

e No journey too short or too far

e WWhole of Kent covered for long distance
runs (Airports, Seaports, London etc.)

e 24-hour service, 365 days a year (avance bookings)

e Very competitive rates and no extra charge
after midnight

e Lady drivers available
e All major credit and debit cards accepted
e Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

e Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

e All drivers police checked and licensed

01622 81 43 43

aldingtaxis.co.uk
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IN THE GARDEN with Sara Cushing

July means that we’re well and truly into summer. Hot days and warm
evenings, and the gardens are coming into the best of their seasonal
displays. This time of year can mean that some things need to be watered
at least once a day. Hanging baskets and pots in full sun can dry out very
quickly, and may need more than this. If, like me, you use mulch on your
borders it keeps moisture in the soil, which really helps when there is little
rain. Evening watering minimises evaporation, so | try and get mine done
then, when it’s cooler.

In the Borders

Delphinium and geranium can be cut back after flowering to encourage a second flush. Taller plants
such as dahlia should be staked if this hasn’t been done already and climbers can continue to be tied
in. Wisteria can be pruned back now, so any whippy shoots should be taken back to 20cm from their
base on the main branch. Cuttings can still be taken from perennials and shrubs but do make sure
they don’t get too hot!

Deadheading is essential to keep your flowers looking fab. It’s surprising how quickly blooms can go
off in the heat and feeding pots and baskets fortnightly will ensure you get the best from your plants.

In the Veg Patch

July is a time when | literally start nibbling my way around the veg patch! Apart from strawberries
still fruiting, blueberries and loganberries are ripe and delicious, and the cherries should be good to

go.

Courgettes can be harvested or can be left to become marrows and the first crop of runner beans
should be ready. Both are so easy to grow, crop prolifically and well worth it, especially with food
prices going up!

Continue to remove side shoots from your tomatoes, if appropriate, and keep these, as well as
peppers and cucumbers, well supported. | feed once a week during this time. If you use a greenhouse
for these, the sun can be quite harsh for this and next month. I've found greenhouse shading to be a
lifesaver! This can be found at most nurseries and is sprayed onto the inside of the glass and is easily
wiped off when the chances of everything getting scorched lessen!

Happy gardening!
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EXPERTLY FORMULATER
PRODUGTS T0 KEEP YOUR VEHIGLE
GLEAN INSIDE & 00T

Diamondbrite is proud to sponsor
~ LIFELINE and the community of West Farleigh

Jewelultra Ltd, Diamondbrite House, Ewell Lane,

West Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 ONG Di am on d hl"it e@
PROTECT | CLEAN | GARE

)0 GARS / MOTORHOMES / CARAVANS / MOTORBIKES / BIGYCLES / AIRCRAFT / BOATS




