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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours” 
 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 

LIFELINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distributed freely in July 2021 Edition 534  Editors: Stephen Norman Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor 
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk  Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 
Deadline for the next issue is 20th July 2021 
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Deadline for the next issue is 20 May 2021 

 
 

Advertise your product or service here! 
 
 6  mths: £140 (colour) £  70 (mono) 
 
12 mths: £224 (colour) £112 (mono) 
 

space@thefarleighs.co.uk 
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Pastoral Letter  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing this letter on 11th June. By the time you read it we will all know whether the 
lockdown was eased on 21st June; whether it has been extended; whether we can holiday in 
certain countries; whether a third wave is here. So much uncertainty at present! 
 
I want to take you back to another time of great uncertainty, the Second World War. On the wall of a concentration 
camp a prisoner scratched these words: 
 
 I believe in the sun even when it is not shining. 
 I believe in love even when I feel it not. 
 I believe in God even when He is silent. 
 
Such powerful words! This person has had their freedom, their friends and the people they love taken away in the 
most dreadful of circumstances. We can’t compare ourselves to this horror but this might be a little bit how the last 
year has seemed for us in that we have not had the freedom to go where we want when we want; no meeting up 
with friends; many of us losing loved ones. There was something that the prisoner was sure of in the midst of all 
their loss – that even if they couldn’t hear God they had the faith to know He was there with them. 
 
Many years ago I wrote a song with the words: 
 
  Oh my God, where are you now? I’m so frightened and so full of doubt.  
 Oh my God, are you there? When I’m discouraged I need to feel your love.... 
 
It wasn’t a great song but it shows that although I believed in God He was silent for me at that time. Faith can be a 
bumpy road but hang on in there because God loves you! 
 
If you would like some encouragement with a moment of peace then the composer Kim André Arnesen has written a 
beautiful song using the concentration camp words. Head over to YouTube and search for ‘Even when He is silent.’ 
There are several versions – a particularly good one is by Sofia Vokalensemble. Here’s the link 
https://youtu.be/3vp1WJN5WSg  - enjoy the 
music .... and enjoy the certainty that God is there for us all, even when we can’t hear Him! 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Sue 
 
 
Return to church buildings 
  
The pattern for worship will be as follows 
  8am Holy 

Communion 
9.30am 10.30am 

1st Sunday in month none Hunton, Holy Communion Online + HC 
2nd Sunday in month Linton West Farleigh, Morning prayer +Communion Online 
3rd Sunday in month none East Farleigh, Holy Communion and 

Hunton, Family Service 
Online + HC 

4th Sunday in month East Farleigh Linton, Morning Prayer + Communion Online 
Each Thursday: Coxheath, BCP Holy Communion at 10am 

 
All online services are at https://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice 
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Mystery of the missing Spitfire (Part II) 
 
Last month, we published Geoff Cox’s dramatic painting of N3168 in flames 
above Teston Church. A few moments later, it crashed into the Medway valley, 
very close to the water. Sadly the pilot, a young Australian called Frank Cale, 
was killed and his body was recovered from the river the next day.  The Battle 
of Britain museum at Hawkinge has been searching for the wreckage of the 
Spitfire without success. 
 
There was some excitement as we went to press last month, because quantities of melted aluminum had just been 
found in a field by the river, just on our side of Teston Bridge.  Alas, further investigation suggests that these 
fragments are not from the missing aircraft and may be detritus from the Bailey Bridge which was installed there for 
some years during the 1970s,while the stone bridge was being repaired. 
 
However we have been given fresh insight from a letter written by a fellow pilot - (later Squadron Ldr) W Ross Jones 
who was flying that day, 15th Aug 1940. It gives on a graphic sense of the extraordinary determination and bravery of 
the Few. Here is an extract. Note that it was Ross Jones’ 5th sortie of the day.  
  

15th Aug 1940 a memorable, if not a disastrous day, we claimed 12 enemy aircraft destroyed, six 
damaged, but tragically we lost Pilot Sgt Hemsley, Co S/Ldr Wilkenson, P/O Cale, P/O Bowen, Sub/Lt 
Greenshield RN (FAA). F/Lt Bazlay survived his “baling out”. P/O Sodan injured in combat but landed 
safely at base – Manston – yet at 5.30pm I went on my 5th sortie of the day primarily to look for our 
missing pilots, mid channel, encountered a HE115 kind of air Sea/Rescue float plane – made a pass at 
him – but thinking he might be picking up some of “ours” and theirs, left him to carry on his good 
and/or bad work! 
 
This was of course the peak daylight raids on London – 300 plus enemy aircraft mainly JU88s. Some 
HE111s, under cover of ME109 and the Fw190, the Hurricanes of course had a meal with the bombers, 
whilst we “spits” had as always the high cover to contend with, with dire results. 
  
I was with him [Frank Cale] when he was shot down (I was flying N3127). Cale was flying N3168 and I 
hazard to guess that Frankie Cale might have been mortally wounded before “baling out” but I’ve a 
feeling that he may well have been “shot” whilst floating down, since in the same encounter, our 
Flight Commander F/Lt Bazlay was shot down, and baled out and whilst floating down he was being 
“shot at” by a ME109 and I chased the b******d and gave him 2 x 5 second bursts. The last I saw of 
him, was at low level over the coast by Margate – whether he managed to survive I do know or even 
cared. I claimed one ME109 damaged, not that anybody cared – but thankfully Bazlay landed safely in 
Kent only to survive a few more months. 

  
The search for the missing plane goes on. We will report any progress in next month’s Lifeline. 
 
Parish Council Report 
The Parish Council met on the Green. Chris Wilson and Bruce Scott were co-opted onto the council. 
Planning permission was approved retrospectively for a single story extension to existing storage building to provide 
stabling and animal shelter. A wildlife pond in Bow Meadow was approved as was work done to trees on Rookery 
Estate land. 
The Parish Council has responded negatively to planning for caravans and tents at Orchard View Shingle Barn Lane. 
The application for a 5G mast on the island at Lower Road was discussed. The Council felt that any improvement to 
communication in the village was to be welcomed but were not happy with the sitting of the mast. 
 
NB Please check that any hedges, shrubs or garden plants are not growing out into the roadways. It is the householders’ 
responsibility to keep them cut back. If they are not cut back, highways will cut them back, but they will charge you.  
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Can you help Dandelion Time create a Sensory Courtyard for Vulnerable Children? 

In 2020 Dandelion Time moved to a new site encompassing 22 acres of farm 
and woodland which houses the charity’s farm animals along with several 
derelict outbuildings, all of which are being re-developed to create a new long-
term centre for children and families. 

We are now in the final stages of this site transformation and are reaching out 
to our community to help us over the last hurdle. Before the new Centre opens 
in September we need to create our courtyard garden; a peaceful, sheltered 
space where children and families can come together to overcome past 
trauma, rebuild relationships and develop the skills and aspirations for a 
brighter future. 

We have just one remaining project; to create a Sensory Courtyard Garden; a peaceful space to help families overcome past 
trauma. We are calling on all of our community to Buy A Brick for our new courtyard and created a thermometer celebrate the 
donations as reach closer to our total. To support our build or for more information please visit dandeliontime.org.uk  

West Farleigh in Bloom  

 West Farleigh will be judged in this year's South East in Bloom competition in the morning of Tuesday 
6th July. We have entered both the Village and the Churchyard categories again and hope to build on 
our Silver Gilt certificates achieved last year. One of the areas on the route that we will show our 
judge, Nick Hagon, is the layby on Lower Road. The Bloom team have been working with Kent Wildlife 
Trust to manage the grass cutting of this verge in a more environmentally conscious schedule. Kent 
Wildlife Trust have designated 'Wilder Verges' around the county which contain threatened habitats 
or wildlife. Roadside Nature Reserves can link existing wildlife areas, helping to reconnect and restore 
landscape so that wildlife is no longer struggling to survive in isolation. 
This supports a living landscape, which benefits both people and 

wildlife and makes nature more resilient to future change.  
In partnership with Kent Highways they will now designate this area to have a 'Conservation 
Cut'. This means it will be fully cut once in April and once in October, whilst the in between 
months will only be the edges to ensure good vehicle visibility and to ensure it looks cared for. 
We can see already wild annual flowers are growing and looking beautiful. Normally Kent 
Wildlife Trust give a signpost like the photo attached, however due to cost cuts we will have to 
make our own signage this year. 
 
For more information on the Bloom project, please contact Bloom@TheFarleighs.co.uk 
 
Wasp and Hornet Season is almost upon us 

 
Once again we are starting to see wasps and hornets flying around, going about their 
business, nest making, pollinating and catching other insects.  
 
This is all fine until they want to join in with our BBQ’s, the smell of sweet relish, cooked 
sausages and jugs of Pimms are all fair game for our yellow and black jacketed friends. To 
minimise any party disruption, keep an eye out for insects that keep coming and going 
from any potential nest sites. Likely spots are log piles, hedges, tree trunks, garden sheds, 

holes in the ground, up high under the guttering, in facias and soffits, under tiles and inside your loft space. You will start to see 
the wasps making a continuous beeline to their entrance, popping in and out as they go about constructing their ornate nests. 
 
Reactions to stings vary the earliest recorded death from a fatal wasp sting was King Menes of Egypt in about 3000 BC. Death 
from wasp stings is rapid, 66% of susceptible victims die within one hour of being stung. Luckily for most of us, a severe reaction 
to the venom is unlikely. People are fairly tolerant to wasp stings and will just suffer some slight discomfort, inflammation and 
itchiness.  
 
There are 11 species found in the UK. A nest found at the end of the summer may have over 20,000 wasps living in it. They 
become problematic as peak worker numbers are reached during September and October, the wasps, drunk on fermenting 
fallen fruit, may become more aggressive and a greater nuisance. To avoid any unwelcome fatalities or abandoned BBQ’s call 
Pest Purge for a same day extermination service, call Richard on 01622 842481 (and see Pest Purge ad on Page 2). 
  

about:blank
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS  
 

Outfoxed 
 
Few garden birdwatchers view starlings with equanimity. They are either the bird 
feeder bully boys, throwing their weight about (all 75g of it) and making life difficult 
for smaller birds, or the gorgeously coloured rainbow-reflecting beauties strutting 
their stuff on the lawn. In the garden they make up for their lack of manners at the 
bird table by removing leatherjackets from the lawn; no need to buy plastic grass, or 
drown it in insecticide in pursuit of a golf-green lawn. The main culprit that causes 
the dead grass patches is the larva of the cranefly (the daddy long legs – their larvae 
live in the soil and feed on the grass roots) happens to be the starlings’ favoured 
food. They make a far more eco-friendly solution than the expensive chemicals from a garden centre. 
Few human beings can watch a swirling, contorting starling murmuration without some feeling of awe and wonder 
either. And justifiably so. It seems the birds achieve this amazing feat by each of them being aware of, and 
interacting with, just seven other individuals in a murmuration of tens of thousands. This ’rule of seven’ has been 
used to create computer animations for films and the ‘swarm theory’ based on it could well help improve safety of 
self-drive cars when they arrive. 
But why are our starlings disappearing (as they have done at an alarming rate) and what can we do about it? One 
thing conservationists need to know is how long adult starlings live. For this reason I, along with another twenty or 
so bird ringers across the country, attempt to re-trap as many adult starlings as we can during the breeding season 
each year to ascertain this. The starlings’ less than endearing table manners ensure they grab the food used to bait 
traps set to catch them. They aren’t harmed by this. Indeed, after being ringed, measured and weighed, they often 
go straight back to their unfinished meal in the trap as soon as I release them. 
 

It sounds easy, but the pursuit of scientific knowledge in my 
garden this summer has been frustrated by an equally ‘love ‘em or 
hate ‘em’ garden visitor – a fox. A pair have raised a litter of at 
least two cubs nearby and make daily visits to check the food left 
over from the avian smorgasbord usually on offer. But they have 
also taken to hoovering up the food I put out especially to tempt 
the starlings within range of a spring-loaded net. Annoying as this 
is, I can’t help admiring the confidence (and wariness) of the dog 
fox responsible. While my human intelligence lends itself to 
trapping starlings it is insufficient to outwit our daily vulpine 
visitor. Having risen at the crack of dawn to catch these birds for 
my scientific endeavours, I am forced to confess over breakfast 
that my data gathering has been minimal. Outfoxed again! 
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REPORTS FROM AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

Sports Report:  
 

Football: 
In a fantastic end to our season our 2nd XI secured second place and promotion from Division 3.  
We did it in style too, firstly defeating Kemsing 6-1, followed with a 2-victory over Five Oak Green 
and finally, needing a victory over already champtions Green Street Rovers, we defeated them 2-
1.  Well done to all concerned 
. 
 

Cricket:  
It has not been a great start for our cricketers with only one league victory for both our sides.  
Hopefully there is plenty of time to turn things around this season. Our 1st XI lost to Shoreham, 
Ightham and Plaxtol.  Our only victory was away to Chiddingstone.  Meanwhile our 2nd XI lost to 
Leigh and Four Elms but we defeated Stonehouse. Our other fixture was an enjoyable friendly 
over touring side ‘Night Wolves’ which we won. 

 
Netball:  
 
If it was down to effort. Determination and enjoying the game, our girls would be top of the league 
but unfortunately results in terms of victories so far, things haven’t gone our way. Last month we 
lost to Kittens, Foxy Wotsits and new Wave 
 

 
Our football team looking resplendent in their new kit, sponsored once again by. Diamondrite.  The Sports Club 
and Village are grateful for their continued support 

 
Ton Up Club 
Our luck ton-up winners for last month were:- 
 

125 Keith Dolton £30 
86 Sue Day £20 
42 Jack Martin £10 

 
Have a good month                Yours in sport Tel 
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My last report as I will be stepping down in July. 
This month at the Farleighs WI we had a event from our Head 0ffice where we went on a 
walk, treasurer hunt.  You could choose between a 3 mile or 5 miles.   The weather was kind 
to us, although we did get caught in a heavy shower once.  We managed to find nearly all the 
clues so turned out to be a good day.   At our monthly meeting we had all the news and what 
events are coming  up in the future.   Then we had a fun quiz to get all our grey matter 

working.    It is now the time for me to stand down as the President for the Farleighs WI.  I have enjoyed my time 
with the members but now I need to give way to someone else with new ideas to take the Farleighs forward. 

 
Forty Years of Evergreens 

When Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer, Maria Gibb (left) from Che Sera, Charlton 
Lane, decided it would be good to organise a party for the old folk in the village. She persuaded 
Sue Morlock from Court Lodge, Jim and Frances Patch from Mill Cottage to help her. Frances 
Patch supervised the catering and it was held at Court Lodge. It was so successful that it was 
agreed that it should be repeated every month.                            
       
Stuart and Irene Dyer and Dorothy Reed used to collect those unable to 
get themselves there. They had about 20 older folk, from the village 

attending. When Sue and Phillip Morlock left the village, it was no longer possible to meet at 
Court Lodge. Those villagers with sitting rooms able to accommodate the numbers were 
roped in to host meetings. This made it interesting for the members, visiting different houses.  
It was moved to the WI Hall East Farleigh, when we had more members than we could fit into 
sitting rooms. This gave the group the opportunity to invite old folk from East Farleigh and 
also to start meeting twice a month. The second Tuesday of the month, afternoon tea is 
served. On the fourth Tuesday, we meet at 12.30 and have lunch. Fish and chips is a favourite. 
Sometimes there is entertainment, games, quizzes etc. But mostly they like to chat! 
Fortunately, there is a great team of helpers who prepare and serve food and act as chauffeurs collecting members 
from home. We are very grateful for all their help. Fortunately they are all looking forward to it starting up again. 
We are planning a celebration party, as it will be forty years since the wedding of Charles and Diana. Evergreens has 
fared much better than the marriage! 
We were hoping to have the party in July, but this is looking decidedly doubtful at the moment. Watch this space! 
 

Dates for your diaries (subject to Covid restrictions) 
 

Dr Jazz – It is with regret that this event has been postponed until 2022 
 
Friday 23rd July  VILLAGE CRICKET MATCH -rearranged from 25 June 2021 
   President’s XI v The Rest 

  BBQ, bar and amazing prizes including £50 cash, and overnight stay for two  
  In the Tickled Trout; Sunday lunch for two at the Tickled Trout; Sunday lunch 

at the Good Intent, plus children’s prizes. 
Saturday 14th August     TEA AND CAKES IN THE GARDEN 
From 2.30 pm     At Greenoaks, Charlton Lane.  
     in aid of BREAST CANCER NOW 
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LOCAL TRADES LISTINGS (neighbours who can help you) 
 

Business name 
Business 
service Website Contact name Phone no email 

Firefly Payroll 
Services Payroll www.fireflypayroll.com Jason Hart 01622 934110 enquiries@fireflypayroll.com 

No Muck'in 
About 

Professional 
and affordable 
cleaning 
services  Sarah Dunn 07885 634559 nomuckinabout@outlook.com 

Heathside 
Electrical Electrical www.heathsideelectrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 07976 895001 heathsideelectrical@gmail.com 

SF Carpentry & 
Joinery 

Bespoke 
carpentry and 
joinery www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk Spencer 07710 477570 sfcarpentry@mac.com 

D. Ward 

Plumbing & 
Heating 
services  Darren Ward 07973 314266 darren@dward.biz 

Pest Purge Pest Control www.pestpurge.co.uk Richard Lee 
01622 842481 or  
07758 615101 richard@pestpurge.co.uk 

Top Dog 
fencing 

Fencing and 
Gates  Sam Morton 07709 530166 Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com 

Castle Portable 
Loo Hire Ltd Events http://www.castleportableloohire.co.uk/ Steve Millsom 07990 606067 castleplh@gmail.com 

 
It’s amazing how much talent there is just next door! 
 
YOU TOO can list your product or service here for just £20 a year, that’s less than £2 a month.  
 
Contact space@thefarleighs.co.uk for more details. 
 
 
 
  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


 

Page 11 of 12 

 

THE GARDEN IN JUNE by Jon Fenlon     
 
I am writing this on a rainy day in June, the heavens have opened, the April showers have all 
arrived at once, the garden is very happy for it! Lots of flowers are behind this year as I am 
sure you will have noticed this from looking at your own gardens. This is mainly due to such 
late frosts up to the end of May and the lack of rain. I would estimate the garden is a good 3 
weeks behind on a lot of plant growth and flowering times, but who knows maybe we will get 
an extended season into October / November, we will have to wait and see. 

 

 
 
The roses are blooming and to keep them coming it’s a good idea to deadhead your roses to extend their flowering 
season. Sweet peas are another favourite among cottage style gardens that will provide flowers for months on end if 
they are picked regularly.    
  
July = watering! and generally a lot of it depending how many pots and newly planted plants you have around the 
garden, so do keep an eye on all your new editions especially small pots.   

 
Climbing plants will now be coming into their own sprawling out and rambling in every 
direction. It’s a good idea to keep an eye on them and to tie them in to a structure if 
possible. This will keep them from swamping other plants and can also be used to create 
height or wonderful shapes on a framework. 
 
Pests and diseases are on a war path to take over the garden. Aphids appear to be the 
main culprit this year! Plans should be made for control measures to be put in. Try 
cultural and preventative measures first before turning to chemicals. Try some 
horticultural soap (any plant-based oil mixed with water). 
  
If your Bearded Irises are looking crowded, now is the time to split and divide them. Cut 
the leaves down to 2/3inches, dig them up and split them using a weeding knife and 
remove any dead or damaged material. Bearded Irises should be planted with only half 
the rhizome below the soil level, so the rest has access to be baked in the sun. Once 
replanted in the chosen bed keep on top of the watering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Keep our NGS open day in your calendar Sunday 27th June 11am-5pm. Looking forward to seeing you all there 
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