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Welcome to the first edition of the year. The Editors hope that you had an

amazing Christmas and are enjoying the early months of 2017.

We were delighted that quite a lot of villagers enjoyed the Christmas quiz In this Lifeline
and walk devised by Helen Swan and are happy to announce that Gabby
and Bethany King were the winners with 181/2 points. They had a great time
and enjoyed a pint in the Tickled Trout afterwards even though her wellies
which disappeared have since been returned. The Poncia family were 3. Edward Burkart
runners up with 17'/2 points. Well done to all who entered. Both winner and
runner up have won a meal at The Tickled Trout and the Good Intent
respectively Tracie Crittenden

Pastoral Letter

S

Lower Road Closure

It's an enjoyable walk at any time of the year, you can enjoy our beaufiful ce rensh Cenell ke pe
village without the quiz (answers on page 6). Evergreens
5. Farleigh Feathers

6. A View From the Garden

A journey in time “From Monkey’s Hole to The Hollow!”

A hundred years ago the area of West Farleigh, west of Charlton Lane was

known as the Monkey's Hole, or more likely Monkey's 'ole! It was then part of
Hall Farm. The Hall being Smiths Hall. When Hall Farm was auctioned in 1911, 7. View from the Scoreboard
it had 11 acres of hops, 12 acres of fruit, 11 acres of pasture, 12 acres of

Christmas Quiz Answers

arable and 5 acres of wood. No space for football in those days. S D
At Monkey’s Hole there were 2 fimber and tiled cottages, a brick and tiled Are there any arficles you
oast, with three kilns. A fimber tiled Barn with yard and bullock lodges, a would like to see Lifeline and
range of 10 brick built hoppers huts with cookhouse etc. There was a lean to on the village website?
cottage at the rear of the oast. And a good Well of water. (www.thefarleighs.co.uk])

If so, please contact the
The area has changed dramatically, or has it? ' ) ~editors who will be delighted to

The well is probably
still there, however,
hopefully covered
= Over now.
There is not a barn
there anymore, but
the two timber
coftages are sfill
there as is the oast.
Yes, really! However,

hear from you.

You can also follow ‘The
Farleighs’ on Facebook

Notice:
There will be major roadworks
on Hermitage Lane opposite

you would not recognise it today as it has been Maidstone Hospital for 10
turned into a terrace of three houses. The lean to cottage is long gone. weeks from 1st February so
Park Cottage, further down Charlton Lane, was the farm dairy and some give yourself plenty of tfime if
older villagers can remember going around the back with their cans to you have an appointment.

collect the day’s milk for the family. As the area is now posh, the name has
been changed to The Hollow!
Deadline for March issue 19* February
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Pastoral newsletter

| recently visited a friend who has moved from London to Greatstone . She is now coming to terms with
having a mile and a half round trip to the nearest post box, learning how the Council deal with
refuse/recycling and not having a major shopping centre on the doorstep.

She is thrilled to be able to walk the dog on the beach each day, the better air quality, which is improving
her health, getting to recognise birds in the garden and the thrill of hearing the RHD railway as it crosses the
end of the road. She is also trying fo learn some of the history of The Marsh which makes it special.

What she does not like is the number of cars delivering and collecting children from school. Parents block
the road, despite a huge school car park; they will not give way to residents trying to get home and some
arrive an hour before school ends then sit waiting with the engine running blowing fumes across the school
car park. Nationally tests have shown that the most polluted airin a community is often around the school.

| wonder how many parents actually need the car for the school pick up? We know from our own schools
that some children live too far away to walk but others live within a reasonable distance. Apart from the
exercise, when | was at school, we used to enjoy the camaraderie on our walk to school, or later the bus
journey. We learnt some independence and responsibility along the way and we know exercise is good for
us. Apart from which, what is it tfeaching this next generation?

All church members are encouraged to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and to sustain the life of
the earth.

However, this should be the responsibility of ALL of us. We only have one planet earth. Hildegard of Bingen
said that God made all things in consideration of everything else — it is only man who destroys all things
regardless of everything else. So this Lent it would be a good idea to give up waste:

turn the thermostat down and add another layer
boil only the water you need.

Use only the water you need (turn the tap off)
buy less - therefore waste less.

think about the packaging

As John Taylor said “Let us live simply so that others may simply live”.
We all have that responsibility.

With Kind Regards
Chris Bostock

The Coxheath Benefice has a thriving Mothers' Union. In October we welcomed three new members Anne
Cooke, Pat Crawford and Val Farrant. If you would like to know more about our branch please contact
Rev. Eileen 01622 20424

Services at All Saints

Sunday 5 Feb 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion . . .

Sunday 12th Fed 10.45 a.m. Remembrance Service erlesa'fnoff rig:g?gfgr?nv;?g:le for
Sunday 19th Feb 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (trad) R ’
Sunday 26t Feb 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (mod) please ring 01622 820305

Rev Peter Callway: Rector 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays
Rev David Jones: Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Friday

Rev Eileen Doyle: Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays

Becky Parnham Children’s and Families Worker 07949 646885
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Around the village
EDWARD BURKART
Chevalier d' Ordre de la Legion d’Honour

To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the D Day landings, the French Government decided to award the
Legion d'Honour to all soldiers still living who participated in the landings.

Legion d'Honuer medal
Edward wearing his medals.

The order of Orange Nasseau is on the
right.

Edward volunteered for the army on leaving school, he went to the Army Cadet training camp near
Trottiscliffe and also trained at Barmouth North Wales. As a lieutenant he embarked from Portsmouth for
the D Day landings in 1944. He was driving a Jeep and was first off the landing craft. The beach was
difficult fo negotiate due to large concrete barriers. Edward decided it would be easier to turn the Jeep
around and reverse up the beach. They set off on the prescribed road and stopped by a sheltering
hedge and had a picnic. A rather surreal thing to do, but froops need to eat! The road was littered with
debris including telegraph poles and wires, the latter getting entangled around the wheels and
immobilising the vehicle. Fortunately, they came across some soldiers with wire cutters. In his enthusiasm
fo release the Jeep, he cut through the brake pipes!

At the end of the war Edward was awarded Knight if the Order of Orange Nasseau medal, along with
campaign medals, one of which has a leaf to denote, “Mentioned in Despatches”.

Edward, now aged 92, who lives in the Old Vicarage, was not fit enough to attend a presentation
ceremony by the French Ambassador, so his medal was posted to him.

Lower Road Repairs- notice received from Tracie Crittenden
Jason Butler

Can anyone help with memories of my past

There will be repairs carried out on the Court
Lodge Park wall running along Lower Road from
Monday 9t January. The repairs will take several
weeks to complete as the wall needs to be
taken down and rebuilt following a vehicle
accident last year. There will be traffic
management in place for the duration to
ensure the safety of the Contractors carrying
out the work. Court Lodge Park apologises for
any inconvenience caused.

childhood efc. please. | was bought up at the
Good Intent, West Farleigh and now after many
years have recently found out my brother
Rodney Crittenden was not a Crittenden at all,
and may have had a very shady past.

Any info on the family will be of a help for me to
find out what really went on in my past.

Please contact the editors if you have any
information.
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Report of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1éth January, 2017

Residents were disappointed that Charlton Lane was not salted when we had snow and ice.

KCC only grits registered roads and Charlton Lane is notf registered even though it is a bus route. Every winter
the parish council and borough councillors try o change things in order to get it gritted. It was pointed out
that the salt in the yellow bins around the village are for footpaths and roads, not for private driveways. It is
the responsibility of the householders to buy and use their own salt on their drives and paths. Clir Geoff Martin
had gone out early and salted the road above Oliver North, to enable the bus to go up the hill.

It was also commented on that the dog poo bin has been removed and nothing put in its place. It is different
staff who take the old away and bring in the new! The Parish Council will make sure another bin is placed on
the junction with Kettle and Charlton Lanes.

The works at the bottom of Kettle Lane on the Lower Road is for installing cables/wires for Infinity Broadband.
Unfortunately, this will not help the residents of West Farleigh as our cables come from a cabinet near Teston
level Crossing.

The problem of lorries crossing Teston Bridge is still with us, it is only the police who can prosecute and they
need to be there in person, and there are insufficient police to do this. The Police Commissioner has been
approached about the problem and is promising fo do something (don't hold your breath).

The Rotabounce has been installed, tested and is ready for use. There has been a request for a piece of
exercise equipment, suitable for adults, to be installed. The Parish council are considering this, subject to cost.

A wild Service Tree (Chequer Tree) has been purchased, with prize money from Kent Men of the Trees, and
will be planted in Chequers field near to the Tickled Trout.

The Parish Council will be providing refreshments at the Lambing Day at Smiths Hill Farm. Sunday 12t March.
10-4.

As Maidstone Borough Council and KCC are reducing their services and more is falling to the Parish Council
it was agreed to increase the Parish Precept to £21,000 per annum. This means that those living in a band D
house will pay just over £1 a month more. This will enable the Parish Council to do a litfle more to keep our
vilage as we would all like it. Those living in the town do not pay this precept, but it is a small price to pay,
when we choose to live in our lovely village.

Evergreens

In December we did not have a normal meeting, we went to the Criterion Music Hall in Blue Town
Sheerness. We enjoyed their special Christmas Review, with a Christmas tea in the interval.

In January we had our post-Christmas lunch. Cold meat salad, jacket potatoes and Christmas pudding.
The meal was enjoyed by all. Special thanks to our very special helpers who waited atf table and washed
up! Thanks Jill Morgan and Mags Zak.

While we drank coffee and eat mince pies we were entertained by Kettle Bridge Concertinas who
played Christmas songs and encouraged us to join in with some Carols. They brought along a parcel
which we passed around with much hilarity.

The next meeting will be on February 14thin the WI Hall East Farleigh 2.30-4.30.

We will be having a Beetle Drive always a laugh and always a lot of cheating!

If you are retired and would like to join us, ring Terry 814561 for more information and a lift if you need one.
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Farleigh Feathers
January: Flashy Fins and Lively Local Males

Gaudily-coloured waxwings regularly come here when Scandinavia’s crop
of rowan berries is poor. They have russet and black heads, bright yellow tail-
tips, and sealing-wax red tips to the feather shafts on their wings — hence the
name. There have been thousands in the UK this year. Coming from as far
north as Finland and Lapland where there are few people, the birds are not
unduly worried by humans and can usually be approached quite closely.
Pyracantha and Cotoneaster shrubs in supermarket car parks are a good
place to see them. There have been several reports in Kent recently and an
East Farleigh garden seems to atftract them regularly. So you may just be
lucky.

Meanwhile, although still shivering in wintry weather and becoming more
reliant on garden feeders as natural food supplies run low, resident birds are definitely preparing for the
mating season. Blackbirds, song thrushes and robins are singing sporadically to begin establishing new
territories — the latter no longer tolerating others of their species nearby.

And that's why tawny owls are hooting foo - driving out last year's young and courting each other in
preparation for egg laying in early March. There are already reports of ravens in north-west Scotland with
young in the nest, and it's not unusual for blackbirds further south to have young in February.

Male house sparrows' bills are starting to turn black: in the winter they are brown like the females'. This is a
sign they are producing ftestosterone again!

The renowned eighteenth century surgeon John Hunter was curious about all animals, not just humans.
He kept a group of male sparrows, killing and dissecting one a month from January onwards to expose
their developing internal sex organs. The preserved specimens can sftill be seen in The Hunterian Museum
housed at the Royal College of Surgeons in London. With free admission to the public it's well worth a visit
—but not just for the sparrows of course, there is a huge amount to see, including videos of modern surgical
procedures.

Now is the fime to make sure old nests have been removed from garden nest boxes — but, if you find fresh
moss in one it is best left, as a pair will have already started re-building. Excellent quality new boxes made
to RSPB standards can be purchased from The Kenward Trust in Yalding (and you can enjoy a tasty light
lunch while you are there). Everything you need to know about putting up a box can be found on the
Nafional Nest Box Week website. Boxes from the Kenward Trust will shortly be put up in East Farleigh
churchyard, paid for by the village Fete Committee, to provide additional nesting sites for coal tits. These
diminutive tits have to compete with their larger, aggressive cousins, blue tits, for suitable holes. The boxes
will be erected on yew frees, which are particularly attractive to coal tits. If you have a large yew or
Leylandii in your garden or nearby, these birds could be regular visitors to your feeders as they take seeds
and cache them for use in periods of shortage.

See the full article illustrated in colour on www.thefarleighs.co.uk

Support your local band

Locally-based band Pete & Co who have entertained villagers at the Harvest Supper for the past two
years, enjoyed a very successful evening playing at the The Good Intent's Christmas Draw in
December. Through the generosity of the pub and its regulars they were able to raise the very healthy
sum of £161, which has been gratefully received by The Heart of Kent Hospice.

The frio will be playing again in the village af the Evergreens meeting in April and is a must for those
liking sixties and seventies music. To contact Pete & Co call them on 01622 812225 or email them at
kentishkings@aol.com
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A View from the Garden by Lee Brayshaw

Frosty February

The weather at this time of year can be challenging for gardeners. There are
lots of jobs to be done, but with short cold and often grey days the garden
doesn't always look that inviting. However, Spring really is just around the
corner and evidence of this is springing up all around. One of the first signs of
colour will be an old favourite of mine the snowdrop, soon followed by the
bright yellow heads of the winter aconite.

A useful tip is, if you have large clumps you would like to divide or plants that
you would prefer to move to another part of the garden, then do this when they have finished flowering
but still have their leaves.

Another lovely plant | like to see now are Helleborus, they make large showy clumps that last for weeks.
Best fo cut away any of last year's large or browning leaves before they flower to give a much better
display.

Pruning

This month | will be pruning late summer flowering shrubs, such as hardy Fuchsias, which get cut hard back
to the base. Buddleias | prune hard back to a 1.5M(5FT) framework, as | need mine tall as they are at the
back of the herbaceous borders. You can however cut them as low as you like as long as you can see
healthy dormant shoots which will grow. Roses, | will start to prune later this month as | have so many here,
but you can wait until early March, as long as they are still dormant.

The next on the 'must do' list this month is Wisteria pruning. It's very simple but you have to be brutal. All of
last year's growth, which hopefully you pruned in half last summer, now needs to be cut hard back to 2 or
3 buds from the main branch leader.

Planting

There is still fime to plant new shrubs or trees, including roses. They can be bought bare rooted during the
dormant period which is usually a cheaper option.

And finally, if the weather isn't great, then this would be a good month to think what changes you might
like to make or what new plants you might like to grow this year. Browse through catalogues or perhaps
visit a local garden centre for inspiration.

Happy Gardening - also can be seen on www.thefarleighs.co.uk with colour photos

Christmas Quiz answers

1 The Tickled Trout has 5 brick chimney stacks

2 Smiths Hall was built in 1719

3 A restricted Byway can be used by pedestrians, horses, cyclists and any vehicle other than those mechanically
propelled.

4 Teston

5 The chimney was for a boiler that heated tar to preserve fence and hop poles.

6 The orchard is the last traditional orchard left in the village.

7 There are two oasts, a twin roundeled oast and the American Oasts both now converted.

8 The pill box has 6 sides.

9 The tree growing over the retaining wall is an Oak Tree.

10 There is another pillbox hiding behind the oak. One group of walkers found a geocache, | did notf look that
closely, but gave them a point!

11 Teston Lock was built in 1740

12 West Farleigh Church was built in the early 1100’s

13 The Victorians gave it a makeoverin 1875

14 The numbers over the church gate (37 and 97) were put up to celebrate Queen Victoria's 60 Jubilee.

15 The defibrillator is outside the Good Intent.

16 There are trees inside the boundary in both West Farleigh and Canterbury cricket grounds.

17 The School was built in 1845

18 You would have passed the old Rectory and the Old Parsonage.

19 The Chequers and finally 20 Six
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Local organisations and information

INSPIRING WOMEN

The Farleighs Womens Institute are looking for new members. Why not join us and make new friends, take up a
new interest and see what 2017 can bring? We meet at the W.I. Hall in Forge Lane, East Farleigh, ME15 OHG
every 2nd Wednesday of the month. Our 8th February speaker is Nick Willough who's subject title is Fish & Ships.
He is a Marine Biologist which should be interesting. The 8th March Meeting has Alison Ellman-Brown giving us a
talk on Butftons - if you have any old buttons please bring them along.

Our fundraising for the hall refurbishment continues with a spring show 17th/18th March (further details page 8 -
we are also delighted to have received a donation of £150 from East Farleigh Fete Committee and £100 from
East Farleigh Parish Council - Their support really is appreciated. For further details - contact Diane Scott 01622
814476.

View from the Scoreboard

Football Not many games in the last two months for our 1st Xl due to Christmas and bad weather.
We started well, beating Deal 4-1 and another fine victory over New Romney 5-0.
However, we finished with a poor performance against high flying Cuxton losing 5-1.
While our 15t XI are going well unfortunately our 2nd X| have struggled and in the last five
fixtures since the last report we have lost all fivel We began by losing to Lenham 2-0,
Parkwood 2-1, Kings Hill 2-0, Ditton 4-0 and finally Hollingbourne 4-2. Let’'s hope that 2017
brings better fortunes.

Cricket Nets are well on the way on Monday evenings at Sutton Valence School. Anyone
interested in coming along would be more than welcome.

Club News our lucky Ten-Up winners for December/January were:

December No 98 Neil Tillott £30
No 143 Christine Hill £20
No 68 John Day £10
January No 153 Bill Emptage £30
No 25 Peter Baggoft £20

No 27 Maurice Baggott £10

Yours in sport, Tel

For your free quotation call '-n'/_
43, Stockett Lane, Coxheath, E17 4PT
BROADLEAF 0800 9995323 (’ﬁbﬂ established 1993
07429 903 594 Telephone number 01622 745178
The Coxheath Ch1r0practic
‘ . . & Natural Therapy Centre Promoting Natural Healing & Health
ﬁ ﬁ High quality & professional tree care.

Offering a range of complementary therapies to ease your

Fully qualified and insured with over % ﬁ

12 years of experience.
aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life:

¢ Tree removal * Deadwooding
¢ Crown reductions * Crown thinning McTimoney Chiropractic Massage Pilates Reflexology
e Hedge trimming » Stump Grinding Physiotherapy Health, Wellbeing & Money Coach Autogenic

Psychotherapy & Counselling Sports Injury Therapy

www.broadleaftreesurgery.co.uk

City2s: For full details please visit:

Guilds info@broadleaftreesurgery.co.uk ) )
RIS ReS certan, Natonal Diploma in arbericuliure & N2TC Qualied www.coxh CﬁthChlropraCUC-CO~ uk

Page 7 of 8




Events

Date and time Event and venue

February

Sunday 5
10.00 am to 13.00pm

Tuesday 14th
14.30 pm to 16.30 pm

Tickled Trout February offer

March
Friday 3rd
at 19.00pm

Friday 17th

19.30 doors open 19.00pm
Saturday 18th

14.30 doors open 14.00

East Farleigh Farmers Market
The first market of 2017. Go along to the old School Hall for your meat,
bread, cheese and much, much more. Hot drinks and cake also available

Everygreens

The Evergreens meet in the WI Hall, Forge Lane, East Farleigh. Anyone
retired, living in East or West Farleigh or have a connection with the villages
can atftend.

The next meeting will be a BEETLE DRIVE, great fun and a chance to get to
know people as we change tables. If you would like to come but need a
lift, please ring Terry on 814561

The Tickled Trout is delighted to announce that throughout February all main
courses will be £10 on all main courses from Monday to Thursday all day,
and on Fridays 12-6pm.

March Women'’s World Day of Prayer entitled ‘Am | being fair to you?'
This years' Service will be held at The Congregational Church, 157
Linton Road Loose, ME15 OAL.

The Farleigh W.I. Spring Show ' Lets Entertain You'. Music- Dance
Comedy- Drama -Poetry- Song. Tickets £6 Adults - £3 Children; Family
Ticket £15 - (2 Adults 3 Children). Contact Daphne 01622 728167 or
Pauline 812296

Balloons for All Occasions
Parties, Birthdays
Weddings and Anniversaries
Your local supplier in West Farleigh
Balloons delivered and Venues decorated
7 days a week
01622 815666

Bubble

RG Building & Property Maintenance

For All building works
Plumbing
(emergency call out no charge)
Kitchens/bathrooms.
Maintenance/repair — Decorating/painting,
leaks/damage
No job too big or small .
competitive rates .

Email rgilbert2009@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07779617817/07790089734
Mr Robert Gilbert

¥

COXHEATH VETERINARY
PRACTICE
6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath

Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly
atmosphere
Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities
Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am — 7pm; Sat: 9am — 12 noon

PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS
For Appointments or 24 emergency cover, phone 01622
734888
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