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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”
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Email: sfcarpentry@mac.com
Telephone No.: 07710 477570/ 01622 820036
Website: www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk

» BESPOKE JOINERY 8 CARPENTRY
« DOORS & WINDOWS

» WOODEN FLOORING

* TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS

SF CARPENTRY © JONERY.» |13 s st

* OAK FRAMED GARAGES
e **¥EREE ONSITE VISIT FOR ESTIMATE***

BASED IN HUNTON
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For all your pest problems

Advertise your product or service here!

6 _mths: £140 (colour) £ 70 (mono)

12 mths: £224 (colour) £112 (mono)

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, Moles,
Fleas, Bedbugs, Cockroaches, Flies,
Moths, Wasps and Birds.

space@thefarleighs.co.uk

No job too small
Same day support

Call 01622 842481

“~g®s  Mobile 07758 615101
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Pastoral Letter

The first recorded ascent of Ben Nevis was made 250 years ago, on 7th August
1771, by Scottish botanist and artist James Robertson. At 1345 metres (4,411 ft),
it is the highest mountain in the British Isles. Some 100,000 people now make the
climb each year.

Robertson wrote: “A third part of the hill from the summit towards the top is
entirely naked, resembling a heap of stones thrown together confusedly. The
summit far overtops the surrounding hills.”

Hill climbing was not popular in those days, but the poet John Keats made the
ascent in 1818. Scots were not convinced for many years that Ben Nevis was
higher than Ben Macdui, in the Cairngorms, but it is in fact more than a hundred
feet higher.

The meaning of the mountain’s name is uncertain. Ben simply means mountain, and “Nevis” is unclear. Some
associate it with the Gaelic word for “vicious”, but it seems at least equally likely that “Nevis” simply relates to snow
or clouds.

It is in fact the remains of an ancient volcano that collapsed in on itself. Its summit plateau stretches for over 100
acres and contains the remains of an observatory, which was opened in 1883 and led indirectly to the invention of
the cloud chamber.

| did the climb myself back when | was young and fit. Eight hours up and six hours down. | remember distinctly the
way that each time we reached a brow, | thought “yes — at last — the peak”, but of course, there was always more to
go. The Christian life is like that — just when we think we’ve got it all together, along comes another hillock to climb.
God uses those times to refine us as pure gold, to support us in our climb, to show us his ways and to help us to grow
as disciples of Jesus.

Many blessings,

Peter Callway
Rector

Transitional Service Rota

From August onwards, the Benefice comprising the 5 churches of Coxheath, Linton, Hunton, West and East Farleigh
will be in an interregnum due to the retirement of our Rector, Peter Callway. Note: you can join the farewell
Benefice Service with Peter and Alison Callway at 10:30am on Sunday 29" August at Hunton.

8am Holy 9.30am 10.30am
Communion

Sunday August 1° none Hunton, Holy Communion Online + HC

Sunday August 8t Linton West Farleigh, Morning Prayer+Communion Online

Sunday August 15" |none East Farleigh, Holy Communion and Online + HC

Hunton, Family Service

Sunday August 22" | East Farleigh Linton, Morning Prayer + Communion Online

Sunday August 29" BENEFICE
SERVICE at
Hunton

All online services are at https://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice
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Mystery of the missing Spitfire (Part Ill)

Last month, we published an extract from a letter by Squadron Leader W Ross
Jones, describing the events of 15™ August, 1940, a critical day in the Battle of
Britain. Ross Jones was with Frank Cale when he was shot down and killed over the
Medway.

Since then, our inbox had been humming with new reports, most notably the
notes from a Teston History Society talk given by Geoff Cox (who painted that
dramatic picture of Frank Cale’s Spitfire in flames above Teston Church).

Mr Cox, aged 12 at the time, also witnessed

other dramatic moments, including the crash- The next incident - was a lunchtime - scraping noise - plane

landing of a French pilot - who was taken off Janded on its belly - slid across 2 fields - Tonbridge road - landed
. on the embankment of the railway line

to the North Pole pub for a drink (reproduced

to the right). We have uploaded these notes (4

pages) to the website www.thefarleighs.co.uk. Pilot emerged in - in KHAKI - couldn’t work out why - He was
Erench - Henri Lafonte ! and the local farmer Mr Cooper took him

to the North Pole pub for a drink. After the war Henri Lafonte
was in Charge of Charles de Gaulle airport

We set off in hot pursuit

And long-time Farleigh resident Jack Martin,
who was 3 years old in 1940, contacted us

. . . . . One other aircraft crashed in Teston a Hurricane landed in the
with the following fascinating recollection:

woods atFesten - we saw the wreck — there was nothing left but
the cockpit but pilot got out woth nly bruising.

”My grandfather owned Teston Garage: on the Although most engagement s took place at a great height —on

left past Teston House. Mr Cooper, a local one occasion when | was in the garden - a Spitfire went over very

farmer owned an orchard below the garage low , banked steeply and swerved away - another alrcraft—.and |
. . saw a business end of a Messerscshmitt A109 — in hot pursuit - |

and my Dad, Stanley Martin, kept chickens on don’t know what happened in the end o those two.

the orchard. When there were dogfights, we

all got under the table in the kitchen.”

“One day there was a dogfight while we were feeding the chickens and my Dad said ‘It’s crashed down.” He put me
in his bucket (they used to carry me around in a bucket!) and we ran down from the orchard, across the railway line
to the river. There was a plane against a willow tree, close to the river but not actually on the bank or in the water. It
was pancake flat. There were some people there already. There was a man sitting on one wing, smoking. | thought it
was the pilot....I looked for the plane later but it was gone.” [Editor’s italics]

Now, was this Frank Cale’s Spitfire? In which case, it must have been removed by an RAF recovery squad and the
reason the metal detectors of the BoB Museum have found nothing is because there is nothing now to find. Or did
Jack Martin, like Geoff Cox, witness the crash landing of the khaki-clad French pilot Henri Lafont, enjoying a cigarette
to celebrate his lucky escape? [Henri Lafont, by the way, became a French war hero and eventually Director of the
Paris Airshow from 1967 to 1984.]

Further research is underway. We will have more to share next month in Part IV.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

KCC is running a summer program for children. This includes Free bus passes for 11-18s, 6 week leisure pass for £25
(or £10 if on free school meals). Summer learning for all ages and help with young peoples mental health. More
details on Parish Council website westfarleighpc@googlemail.com or kent.gov.uk/reconnect.

ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH AND BBQ

Many thanks to everyone who came to this event (see front cover for photos). More than 150 villagers enjoying the
sunshine, the cricket and the BBQ, not forgetting the amazing raffle and - seeing their friends! The event raised
£1,400 for All Saints funds. A special thank you to Jacky Taylor for organising and to Danny Sandison for donating the
burgers. A hard fought match ended with the Village XI defeating the President’s XI by 4 wickets.
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TUTSHAM OIL MILL

Pt Sorodsalh o Farleigh comes from Domesday

Book, Itis possible that it vwas on the same site as now, where the Ewell
stream enters the Medway.

The mill had four sections.

loading and storage area, the press room and cake store, engine room

and coal-fired boiler room.

Lis heyday the mill's sheer scale would have dominated the scene,
and have generated considerable activity on the river with barges
arriving and leaving. The noise of its machinery would have been
intrusive, 24 hours a day at some imes. VWhen it burnt down the
noise of [00 tonnes of oil exploding must have been terrific, and
local villagers assembled in large numbers “to witness the grand and
exciting spectacle”.

Like at least 18 other mills in Kent, Tutsham was a linseed oil
mill, [t imported linseed, the seed of the flax plant, crushed it and
converted it to oil and cake. The oil was used in soaps, candles,
paints, lubricants and, after 1870, in margarine.

I he cake was mainly fed to cattle, particularly in winter, but also

used as a fertiliser, The commercial failure of the mill was probably due
10 its location: competition in Stweod. with deep warer facilities, could
import the raw marerial in large ships ata lower cost.

Since the 1885 fire, the mill has decayed gracefully and romantically.

The new information board at Mill Cottage — see Village in Bloom report below

WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM

looking lovely.

for which we are extremely grateful.

We won’t know, however, how we’ve done until September. The judge was
very impressed with our Beeline and all the photos you’ve sent us of bees on
flowers in your garden and of the general feel of community created by
Facebook, the website, Lifeline and the newsletter.

And finally — how are all your sunflowers doing? The West Farleigh in Bloom
team will be coming round the village on 10 August with their measuring
stick. If your sunflowers aren’t visible from the road please let us know

on farleigh@theblooms.co.uk

The South East in Bloom judge came a couple of weeks ago and was very impressed with our
pretty village and the efforts everyone here makes to keep it clean and tidy and their gardens

Pride of place was our new information board at Mill Cottage in Mill Lane — have you seen it
yet? (see above) It's worth the walk to see it. The new owners of Mill Cottage, Guy and
Tracy, have created a lovely spot in front of their house for it, complete with cobblestones,
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RIDE & STRIDE 2021 (Saturday, 11t September)

Ride & Stride is a charity bike ride with a difference: you are
given a printed list of churches and chapels open that day and
you plan your own route. Incredibly there are 700 to choose
from, scattered right across Kent, and wherever you go you'll
be assured of a warm welcome. Go individually, as a couple,
with friends and family, with a cycling club, with your work
colleagues, with school friends, with choirs, with a sports
team — whoever you wish. It’s a fun day out and you get
offered a lot of cake. Please phone or email Sue O’'Donnell on
07429491022 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net for a sponsorship
form.

If you’d like to join some neighbours for a leisurely ride (about 2% hours) taking in some of our most
beautiful local churches, meet down at All Saints at 10am on Sat 11t Sept.

Or could you could spare an hour or two to sit at the church signing the riders and striders in and offering
them refreshments? Again Sue would love to hear from you.

LAST HURRAH FOR JANET MORRIS

Jan was the landlady of the White House for five decades and died after a short illness
in March this year. With all the restrictions for funerals, it was not possible to hold a
celebration of her life until now.

Long-term bar man Simon, the Petanque club and pub friends are holding one last
hurrah in memory of Jan ‘the lady behind the bar’.

It will be on Saturday 29th August 2-6pm in The White House grounds

= e

= With entertainment, bar and nibbles.

CAR RALLY and TREASURE HUNT ON 19™ SEPTEMBER

Yes, it will go ahead...Covid permitting. This event starts in West Farleigh around 10am and finishes at the church at
4pm. Last time the 18 cars thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Tickets shortly on sale from Sue 07429491022 or
sueodonnell@talktalk.net.

Sunhyll
= ’

‘I"T.\ 43, Stockett Lane, Coxheath, ME17 4PT [ N : g Charlton Lane
3

Qrf established 1993 ainee West Farleigh
* Telephone number 01622 745178 ; 2 Ty . METIoeS

Ihe Coxheath Chiropractic Promoting Natural Healing & Health 01622 720810

& Nutural Therupy Centre -

McTimoney Chiropractic: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease

your aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life:
AngloGlobal
Neck. shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunnel.
Sciatica, Arthritis, Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries
For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk Access Platforms

www.AngloGlobal.com
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS
A Swift Word About Swifts

But first, how do you know they are swifts and not swallows or martins? At this time

of year the hirundines (that’s swallows, house martins and sand martins), and swifts, triple or
guadruple their numbers with the addition of all this season’s offspring. Dozens or even
hundreds are often seen perching on overhead wires. If you are lucky enough to witness this you
can be absolutely certain of one thing: you are not looking at swifts! They are swallows

and/or martins — probably house martins as we have fewer sand martins hereabouts.

The scientific name for the swift is apus; this was the bird’s Latin name and translates as ‘without a foot’. Although swifts do
have feet, on the end of very short legs, they are only functional for clinging — onto the side of a
rock face or stone building for example. They are not able to perch on a twig or wire. It’s not
really surprising that a bird that spends its whole life in the air (sleeping and even mating on the
wing) has evolved by reducing the size of body parts it hardly uses. Thus, if it were to end up on
the ground, the unfortunate bird’s legs are too short, and weak, for it to stand on. Without
being able to lift itself well clear of the ground by standing, its wings (evolved to be extra
long for super efficient flying) have not enough space to flap. Hence the bird would
be stranded and quickly fall victim to predators.

% For that reason you won’t see them on telephone wires, a sort of evolutionary footnote.
Swift
Neither will you see them much after the first week or so of
August. For a bird that doesn’t normally arrive here until around the first week of may, it is
one of our shortest-staying summer birds. As soon as it finishes raising its clutch, it is on its
way to its winter quarters. Until a few years ago we had no idea where these were — how
would we if they don’t breed in the winter so spend their time high in the sky? It was the
arrival of tiny geolocators (like a little button battery for a watch) small enough for a bird to
carry, that we discovered they spend their time circling above central and South
Africa interspersed with long flights out into the Atlantic Ocean.

So, one of our best known summer birds (like the cuckoo) is only actually with us for a small Swallow
fraction of it.

That’s no help of course during May, June and July when swallows, martins and swifts are whizzing round above our heads, all
with their legs and plates of meat tucked up under them! Although their wings look superficially similar, swept back for speed,
the swifts’ are significantly longer — making them look truly ‘sickle- or scythe-like’. Swallows are more slender and have long tail
streamers, those with the longest being males (of course, men showing off again as usual). Although all the species are lighter
underneath, that’s not a lot of help when you’re looking at them above you against a bright sky. A rule of thumb might be that
the higher up they are, the more likely they are to be swifts as they are consummate aerial feeders, quite capable of flying
several hundred miles in a day in search of insects if the weather is poor. During this time, if they have any, their chicks can
become torpid to survive the extended time without food.

But whether they be swifts, swallows or martins, they are there to be marvelled at and enjoyed while they still fly thousands of
miles to bring our shared planet alive. They are to be welcomed, as Shakespeare called them, as true guests of summer.

(3 rRiCS Barrett
Roofing

KIRK-BROWN LTD Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street
Chartered Surveyors Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:

Flat Roofing Tiling

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
Homebuyer Survey Reports
Building Surveys

Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters Lead Work Slatlng
Defect Analysis Gutters Fascias

Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors

Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk

Tel: 01892 730581 « Mob: 07850 785381
Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk
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REPORTS FROM AROUND THE VILLAGE
SPORTS REPORTS:

&S\\\\‘“ Football:

It seems like only 5 minutes ago since the season ended but already our training has started,
twice a week on the pitch. Anyone interested in joining for the coming season, please get in
touch.

Cricket:

Victories have been hard to find for both of our teams last month. Our 1% Xl lost to Horton Kirby,
Witherham and Kemsing but I’'m pleased to say we won over Pembury and Hadlow. Meanwhile
our 2" XI have lost to Luddesdown, Kilndown and a very close defeat versus Marden when we
lost by just 4 runs! We did however gain a one victory over bottom placed Shoreham. Our fixture
against Lenham was cancelled.

Netball:

Our season came to a close last month and despite not winning a match our girls fought all the
way. Hopefully next season we can continue to compete in the same way and maybe pick-up
some victories along the way. For the record we were defeated by Lynx, Sensations and New
Wave. Another two games versus Lynx and Sensations were cancelled.

Ton Up Club. Our lucky ton-up winners last month were:
160:Keith Dalton - £30 162: Bill Norman - £20 63: Matt Smith - £10

Have a good month and stay cool,

Yours in sport Tel

The Farleighs WI had their annual General Meeting which was attended by over 30

members. It was lovely to see so many members back at the hall. We moved the business of

the WI through as quickly as possible, talking about new events, future plans and giving

members the changes that hopefully will be brought in August. We have a new President,
INSPIRING WOMEN and a new committee. This is always exciting as new people have new ideas, which we need

to move the WI forward. After we had the best wonderful scones made by one our members,
jam and cream, what could be better?

We now need new members to join us. There is always something going on, art, craft, walking group, darts, tenpin
bowling and more. If you would like to join, please email: thefarleighswihall@gmail.com, we will be pleased to hear
from you and make you very welcome.

Pam x

PS. Following a vote by members we have changed our meeting times to 6:30 start.

Forty Years of Evergreens

The Evergreens held their first meeting for a very long time. A lunch of Fish and Chips on the 27th July in the WI Hall.
A difficult meeting to organise as two of the leaders were away and a third was isolating as her son had Covid.
Friends and neighbours turned up trumps to help out. No entertainment was organised as is was felt that they would
all want to talk!

If you are retired and would like to come and socialise with you neighbours, who will become friends, contact Helen
814445. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday for afternoon tea and on the 4th Tuesday for lunch.

The August meetings will be on Tues 10th August at 2.30 and 24th at 12.30.
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YALDING TAXIS

Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable

Friendly, local, family-run business with
many years of experience in the industry

Drivers with excellent working knowledge
locally, Kent, London, southeast etc.

No journey too short or too far

Whole of Kent covered for long distance
runs (Airports, Seaports, London etc.)

24-hour service, 365 days a year (avance bookings)

Very competitive rates and no extra charge
after midnight

Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

All drivers police checked and licensed

01622 81 43 43

aldingtaxis.co.uk
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LOCAL TRADES LISTINGS (neighbours who can help you)

Business
Business name service Website Contact name Phone no email
Firefly Payroll
Services Payroll www.fireflypayroll.com Jason Hart 01622 934110 enquiries@fireflypayroll.com

Professional
and affordable

No Muck'in cleaning
About services Sarah Dunn 07885 634559 nomuckinabout@outlook.com
Heathside
Electrical Electrical www.heathsideelectrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 07976 895001 heathsideelectrical@gmail.com
Bespoke
SF Carpentry & carpentry and
Joinery joinery www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk Spencer 07710477570 sfcarpentry@mac.com
Plumbing &
Heating
D. Ward services Darren Ward 07973 314266 darren@dward.biz
01622 842481 or
Pest Purge Pest Control www.pestpurge.co.uk Richard Lee 07758 615101 richard@pestpurge.co.uk
Top Dog Fencing and
fencing Gates Sam Morton 07709 530166 Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com
Castle Portable
Loo Hire Ltd Events http://www.castleportableloohire.co.uk/  Steve Millsom 07990 606067 castleplh@gmail.com

Contact space@thefarleighs.co.uk to list your trade.

CALL TODAY:

01622 814343

To book your FREE lift
to get to your Covid
Vaccination Appointment

Cabs for Jabs is for older and vuinerable Yalding

need help aetting
their covid vaccination appointment

Donate Here: gofund.me/b5f1e5ab
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THE GARDEN IN July by Sara Cushing

It had certainly been a challenging year so far in the garden, but summer is

well and truly underway.

Deadheading any flowering plants to encourage a
constant display is an essential part of summer
gardening, and this is a daily job, especially with
plants such as Hemerocallis (the day lily), roses and
dahlia.

Ripe seeds can be taken now from aqualegia, sweet
peas and foxgloves, and removing these ensures they don't self-seed
everywhere, and these can be sown later in the year to give you a start on
border displays for next year. Lavender should be pruned after flowering to
prevent it becoming straggly and woody. Any tall plants need to be staked in
the event of potentially damaging Autumn winds.

Pots and containers still need to be fed in order to keep those flowers going, usually every 7-10 days with a
liquid fertilizer, and watered daily in summer heat.

And in the veg patch... perennial herbs can be cut down to encourage new growth just before Autumn,

onions and garlic can be lifted when the leaves have browned and should be dried for a couple of weeks
before storing. Carrots, sweetcorn, courgettes and beans can all be harvested now, and this is where you
get to enjoy the fruits of your labour!

Happy gardening!

Sara

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Saturday 14th August
From 2.30 pm

Saturday 11" September

Sunday 19*" September

Saturday 9" October, 7pm

TEA AND CAKES IN THE GARDEN
At Greenoaks, Charlton Lane.
in aid of BREAST CANCER NOW

Ride & Stride for Kent Churches
Meet at All Saints 10am to ride

Car Rally and Treasure Hunt
07429491022 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net for tickets

Harvest Supper at All Saints
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EXPERTLY FORMULATED
PRODUGTS T0 KEEP YOUR VERIGLE
GLEAN INSIDE & QUT.

Diamondbrite is proud to sponsor

LIFELINE and the community of West Farleigh
Jewelultra Ltd, Diamondbrite House, Ewell Lane,
West Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 ONG

Diamondbrite

Protect, clean & care

GARS / MOTORHOMES / GARAVANS / MOTORBIKES / BICYCLES / AIRCRAFT / BOATS
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