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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
 

 

LIFE-Line 
Distributed freely in August Edition no 480 

Editors:  Helen Swan 01622 814445 and Jacky Taylor 01622 236421  

Website: www.farleighevents.com Email: editor@farleighevents.com 

 

Welcome to our village 

Sam and Sarah Saunderson have 

moved to Sundowner, Charlton Lane, 

into the house that belonged to Anne 

and Graeme McNaughton.  

Sam previously lived in Loose with his 

parents and Sarah lived with hers in 

East Farleigh, so they are not 

strangers to the area. 

 

They had been looking for a semirural location with easy access to shops 

etc. Sam’s mum spotted Sundowner and pointed him in its direction. It 

fitted the bill! They spent several months modernising and changing it to 

suit their lifestyle and moved into it, in March, following their wedding. 

 

Sam and Sarah have known each other since they were both at Linton 

Park School, a Plymouth Brethren School. 

 

Sam works in the family business refurbishing washrooms in schools and 

offices. Sarah keeps busy with charitable work. 

 

We hope that they will be happy in West Farleigh. 

 

A warm welcome also to Sascha and Tony Theodore who have recently 

moved into Wyngarth, on the Lower Road. They have moved from Kings 

Hill and are enjoying the quiet of their new house and garden (apart from 

the bird scarers in the cherry orchard!). The house had been empty (apart 

from the spiders), for 2 years when they bought it and they have a lot of 

work to do but are looking forward to the challenge. 

 

 

Teston Bridge Repair 
Teston Lane will be closed for up to 3 weeks from 15th August as they will 

be repairing the bridge 

 

 

Copy Deadline for September edition Wednesday 17th August 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

August 4,11,18,25 

Cream Teas at Wateringbury 

 

August 6 

WI Murder Mystery 

 

August 7 

East Farleigh Farmers Market 

West Farleigh Litter pick 

 

See back page for details of more 

events 

 

Do contact Helen Swan if you would 

like to promote your event  

(helen.swan2@btinternet.com).  

 

 

_________________________________ 

In this Lifeline 
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New on Farleigh Events website 

 

History of the Good Intent 

A 5-minute guide to Broadband 

 

For regular updates about village 

events - sign up to the Farleigh Events 

newsletter at: 

editor@farleighevents.com 

 

  

http://www.farleighevents.com/
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Pastoral newsletter  

‘Go compare!’ Just one Cornetto!’ ‘A Mars a day helps you work, rest and play!’ 

‘Washing machines last longer with Calgon!’ ‘.... with mild, green, Fairy liquid.’ 

‘If you like a lot of chocolate on your biscuit join our Club!’ 

 

I’m quite sure that it was impossible to read these advertising slogans without at 

least one of them bringing to mind the accompanying tune. The tune helps us to 

remember the words, perfect for advertising. No surprise then that in the Bible we 

are told to sing to God and also to each other but what words should we use? 

Here is a good clue from Colossians 3:16, ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 

as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom’ 

 

This tells us that we should know the word of Christ, read it, absorb it into our hearts and minds so that it 

dwells in us richly, so much so that we can encourage, teach and correct one another with the wisdom 

that it brings. The verse goes on to say, ‘as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in 

your hearts to God’.  It’s true that when we start to speak about hymns and music in church everyone 

has an opinion and emotions can run high. It’s too loud, too slow, too fast, too quiet, too modern, too 

repetitive, too old, and it’s the wrong tune! What should really matter is that we are singing words that 

build us up and give glory to God, reflecting the truth about His son Jesus and all that he said and did for 

us. The style of music is not as important as the words. Styles come and go. We often have a preference 

for one or another or we might like a bit of everything. That’s okay, but someone said that if we are singing 

‘rubbish’ then it will be ‘rubbish’ that dwells in our hearts richly. So, if we want the good stuff to dwell in us 

we must make sure that that is what’s going in! So it is right that we should be discerning when we choose 

hymns and songs.  

 

Next time you sing a hymn in church or listen to Songs of Praise pay particular attention to the words. Are 

they biblical, edifying, giving God His worth or are they overly emotional or devoid of any real substance? 

When we minister to each other in song it’s important that we choose words wisely and always with God’s 

grace. 

 

Finally, those jingles that started this letter, which joined words with a tune to make them memorable – 

can you create one for a Bible verse?  As you relax in your garden through the summer or whilst on holiday 

(with your Bible nearby, of course) see if you can come up with one and email or message me. If it works 

we’ll/’ll teach it to others in the Benefice.  

 

That’s your summer project! (In between watching the Olympics and following other challenges that are 

happening in our country at the moment!) 

 

Many blessings to you all,   

Sue Elliott - Pastoral Assistant    elliottsuee@hotmail.com  Mobile – 07799 533925 

Services at All Saints 

Sunday 7 August 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion      

Sunday 14 August 11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer(mod) 

Sunday 21 August 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (trad) 

Sunday 28 August 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion (mod) 

 

Clergy contact number  
Rev Peter Callway: Rector 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals etc -not Fridays 

Rev David Jones: Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474 -not Fridays 

Rev Eileen Doyle: Associate Rector 01622 204241- not Mondays or Tuesdays 

Becky Parnham Children’s and Families Worker 07949 646865 

All Saints is one of 5 churches in the Benefice, namely East Farleigh, Coxheath, Linton and Hunton 

For Information about other churches in the Benefice, please visit http://unitedbenefice.church  

All Saints Church is available for 

hire – for more information, 

please ring 01622 820305 

mailto:elliottsuee@hotmail.com
http://unitedbenefice.church/
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Report of Parish Council Meeting held on 18 July 2016 

There have been 4 crimes in the last 2 months. 2 thefts by finding (if you cannot prove you have tried to 

find the owner, it is theft!). 1 burglary and 1 attempted burglary other than dwellings. 

 

In view of the recent damage, there was much discussion as to how we can prevent lorries going over 

Teston Bridge. A meeting is to be held with the chairmen of Teston, East and West Farleigh parish councils. 

A physical width restriction seemed best but this would present public service vehicles, ambulances, fire 

engines etc. from crossing. 

 

The roundabout is to be moved from the play area as it has never worked properly. A rotabounce is being 

investigated. (Looks fun) also something for younger children. 

 

The state of the verges in the village caused heated discussion. KCC have cut back on how often they 

cut back verges. Site lines in the village have been much reduced this year. KCCs recent efforts were 

thought to be a mess. The Parish council is hoping to come up with a way of doing it themselves without 

it costing too much. 

 

As the Coffee Mornings are not well attended it was decided to have them 3 monthly and make a bigger 

effort at attracting villagers to these meetings. The councilors welcome the opportunity to meet villagers 

and hear their opinions on parish matters. Come along and have a moan! 

 

Thanks were expressed to Tim and Christine for editing Lifeline for so long, and good wishes sent for 

happiness in their new home. 

 

Thanks were also given to Brian Cushing and Terry Baines for organising Litter Picks around the village. 

Full minutes can be found on the Parish Council website and on the village notice boards. 

westfarleighpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/ 

 

GOOD NEWS! Superfast broadband comes to West Farleigh.  Sort of 
 

Unhappy with your broadband?  Most of us are!  But if you key a West Farleigh postcode into the 

broadband comparison sites (www.uswitch.com for example) you will be dazzled by the offerings:  BT 

Infinity, Virgin Media, plusnet fibre.  All offering amazing high speed access: up to 38Mb, up to 52Mb and 

so on. 

 

The truth is that none of the widely advertised high speed is actually available here: BT Infinity, Virgin 

Media, plusnet fibre.  The reason is simple: these options require high speed fibre cables to be laid to a 

cabinet or node nearby and as yet no such fibre has been laid.   

 

For most of us, our internet access is through the copper phone line from the BT exchange in 

Wateringbury. There are other options that do not use fibre:  some lucky people at the top of the hill i.e. 

Charlton Lane, Shingle Barn) can get wireless internet from Vfast or Callflow Solutions.  And if you are 

prepared to pay for it, the 4G mobile delivery from Vodaphone is remarkably quick (up to 40Mb down, 

20Mb up).  You could even get satellite delivery, which offers decent download speeds at a price. 

But good news is on the horizon!  Kent Country Council has a program to upgrade cabinets in the area 

to fibre, thus accelerating the FTTC delivery in the area.  Essentially, KCC are funding Openreach to 

accelerate fibre delivery to selected cabinets in Kent.   

 

According to the very helpful broadband team at KCC, detailed planning is underway to upgrade 

Cabinet 8 outside the Teston Country Park before the end of the year.  Which means that we will be able 

to buy fibre solutions from anyone who uses BT OpenReach’s infrastructure (BT Infinity, TalkTalk fibre, EE, 

pretty much everyone except Virgin Media).  But the last mile from Cabinet 8 is still over that phone line!  

Delivery speeds will drop off rapidly the further away from Cabinet 8 you are.  At the top of the village, 

perhaps 12Mb/sec.  Better, but not a revolution.   

 

FTTC? See the “5 Minute Guide to Broadband” on www.farleighevents.com 

 

Stephen Norman 
  

http://www.uswitch.com/
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The Good Intent - Ad 1740 

The Good Intent was built, in part, in the 13th year of the reign 

of George 11 in 1740, though the original structure has been 

altered and added to over the years. 

 

The property was originally a farm dwelling owned by Robert 

Gregory Esq., He owned this house with its land as part of his 

estate until his death in 1767. It then passed to his son Ralph, 

who in 1769, after disposing of a parcel of arable and 

woodland he sold it to Isaac Stone, wheelwright of West 

Farleigh.  

 

Isaac Stone lived with his family and conducted his trade from the house until his death in 1781. His wife 

Marie or the widow Stone, remained here until 1785. In 1785 she sold the house and a tract of land to 

Benjamin Shadgett, a carpenter of Loose. He resided here with his family until 1796. In that year he sold 

the house to his brother Stephen, a seed crusher and corn merchant of Loose. 

 

In 1801, Stephen applied for a licence to sell ales from the premises, which at this date bore no other title 

other than it was an ale house, at the green West Farleigh and that Stephen Shadgett, a seed crusher 

and corn merchant and now an ale retailer, was of that house and held its restrictive licence, He kept 

the house until 1820, when he sold it to Richard Elgar, a general dealer and beer retailer of East Farleigh. 

In 1827, Elgar sold the house to John Randall, a joiner and builder of Loose who remained here until 1836, 

selling in that year to Thomas Larkin, beer retailer of Maidstone, he had owned a beer house in Stone 

Street, Maidstone. Two years after purchasing the house he registered it under the title of the “Good 

Intent” the origin of which refers to a gun vessel of His Majesty’s Fleet that was built at Sheerness in 1790. 

Thomas Larkin kept the house until his death in 1845, when his son Stephen took up the licence, staying 

until 1856, when he sold it to Samuel Hickmott. His family owned the “Castle” in Week Street, Maidstone, 

the “Kings Arms” Boxley, and the “Wheatsheaf” in Loose Road, Maidstone. In 1866 he sold the “Good 

Intent” to Nicholas Paramour, beer retailer and saddler of Loose. He ran the house and operated a 

saddlery from it until 1878. In 1878 he sold the “Good Intent” to Alfred Leney, brewer of the Phoenix 

Brewery, Wateringbury. They in that year installed one Edward Boorman as keeper of the house, and he 

kept the house and carried out a harness making business until the year 1890, when he was succeeded 

by Robert Wright, beer retailer of Pudding Lane, Maidstone. He had kept a beer house there for many 

years. He kept the “Good Intent” until his death in 1898, when his son Arthur was granted the tenancy 

and a transfer of licence. 

 

Arthur Wright remained here until 1912, handing over in that year to Richard Fuller, beer retailer and 

carpenter of West Farleigh. He stayed in the house until 1918 and was succeeded by Ernest Cheeseman 

(see article on farleighevents.com), beer retailer, builder, plasterer and decorator of West Farleigh. He 

remained here until 1932, when Albert Leonard Pettitt took over, staying for many years to follow. 

 

In 1949 the house was granted a full licence and shortly after, 

became a Whitbread House to be run by William Crittenden and his 

wife Molly who, with their family remained here for many years until 

1985, when Pat Donoghue took over the premises licence. He 

undertook a full refurbishment of the trade area of the “Good 

Intent” assisted by Whitbread Brewery. He remained at the house 

with his wife Diane and their daughter and two sons until transferring 

the remainder of their lease to Derek Draper in 1996, a solicitor from 

London, who remained here for twelve years with his wife Linda and 

two of their four daughters. During this time the house was sold by 

Whitbread Brewery into a property company. In 2008 Derek sold his 

lease to Lesley and Terry Needham who, along with their two sons ran the house for two years up until 

December 2010, when the transfer of lease was passed to Stephen Millsom, a former Golf Course 

Manager and native son of West Farleigh, having resided in Kettle Lane from birth to the age of 19. 

Stephen first entered the “Good Intent” with his father, as a young child, during the stay of William (Bill) 

Crittenden. Steve remains here to this day running pub with his partner Pauline, a chef by trade and her 

son Ben.  

 

Stephen Millsom The full article by Steve can be found on farleighevents.com  
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Gardener’s View by Lee Brayshaw  

 

Here we are in the peak of our summer. August should 

bring us plenty of long and hot summer days where 

hopefully we can sit and enjoy our hard work. 
However, there are still jobs to be done to keep 

everything looking at its best. 
 

Roses should be continuously dead headed back to 

a strong leaf bud to encourage more flowers to 

develop. I will be still spraying them with a general 

fungicide as I am battling with black spot on some of 

my roses. This was possibly due to the wet June and 

most of July which encourages the fungus to spread. 
 

The herbaceous borders are at their peak but as the 

month progresses flowers will fade and if left can 

make the borders look unsightly. One of my favourite 

flowers at this time of year is Rudbeckia. They put on a 

magnificent show of often bright yellow flowers with a 

dark centre which will flower non stop right into the 

Autumn, also great for cutting. 

 

 

 
 

Watering is an ongoing ritual. I always water early 

morning and last thing in the evening. Pots and 

hanging baskets dry out so quickly as do greenhouses. 

Remember to ask a neighbour or friend, if you are 

taking a holiday, to look after them. Keep a check on 

pond levels too as they will probably need topping up 

each week. 
 

 

 

Lawns can look tired and often turn slightly brown if you 

don't manage to water them. I tend to let them do 

their thing and not worry too much. They soon recover 

in September and green up. What I do, though, is raise 

the blade on the lawnmower which helps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One question I'm always being asked is 'when do I 

prune my wisteria' well, the answer is now, and again 

in January. 

 

So, a young plant might need some new growths tying 

in to make a framework. But any long shoots that are 

out of control should all be cut back to 20cm which is 

about 5 or 6 buds from the main framework.  
This is what encourages the bud formation for next 

year’s flowers. 
 

Another thing I will be doing which is a useful tip is to 

take plenty of photographs of your garden, especially 

where you might not be happy with a certain area or 

maybe a plant might need moving or a gap planted 

this winter as by then I will have probably forgotten 

how it looked. 
 

And finally, last week we were excited to find a 

hedgehog nest which just looked like a pile of leaves 

but out came 3 babies or 'hoglets' as they are properly 

known. We released 5 from a rescue centre a couple 

of years ago. They are a great natural predator of slugs 

so it's good to know they are thriving at Smiths Hall. 
 

So to round up this month, keep watering, dead 

heading, weeding and enjoy your garden.  

 

 

 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

Brian Cushing is seeking volunteers to help out collecting for the RNLI at Tesco Tovil branch on Sunday 21 

August 2016. Just one hour of your time between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm. All the necessary kit supplied! If 

interested, please contact Brian on 07568 363828 or brianc02@hotmail.com. Many thanks in advance! 

 

 

mailto:brianc02@hotmail.com
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Sports Report 

 
Cricket  

Rather better news from our cricketers this month, as we continue to improve, largely 

thanks to having a fully lit squad to call on. We started however with a defeat against 

Speldhurst, followed by two abandoned fixtures due to rain. Happily, our first win last 

month came against Outward and finally another victory, this time against Cudham. 

This was our third victory this season and with seven more league fixtures left, who 

knows there might even be a late promotion push. 
 

 

Football Training is well under way on Tuesday and Thursday evenings on our 

Charlton Lane pitch, anyone wishing to take part, please get in touch. 

 Hopefully our finely tuned players will not be affected by our football tour 

to our friends in Ringstedt, at the end of the month. Full report of our 

weekend away in next month’s issue. 

 

Club News 

 

Our lucky Ton-Up winners for July were:     No 120 John Gladwin £30 

      58 Sophie Payne £20 

      68 John Day £10 

 

 

Yours in sport – Tel   (815267) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are looking for an alternative to 

residential care or extra support for those 

everyday tasks that are becoming difficult 

for you or a loved one – then we’re here to 

help – from 30 minutes per week to full time 

Live-in Care. 

 

Our Maidstone care team has been 

providing award winning quality homecare 

since 1989 and can help with: personal 

care, housekeeping, help getting around 

or even to provide a break to an existing 

family member or care-giver. 

 

Do you need a Helping Hand? 

To find out how we can help you 

Call: 01622 528 397 

Visit: www.helpinghand.co.uk 
 
 
s.co.uk 

http://www.helpinghand/
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Local organisations and information 

 
 

 
WILLING DRIVERS (please cut out and keep) 

       

Terry and Ann Ayears.  814561 

Terry Baines.   815267 

Peter and Pauline Mack.  812296 

Jack and Yvonne Martin  745491 

Sue and Tony Walsh  728252 

Jill Morgan  726251 

Helen and David Swan  814445 

 

Willing Drivers will take you to the hospital, Doctors,  

dentist appointments. They will also collect your  

prescriptions and medication. It is not intended  

that they are used for regular shopping trips. 

 

They are waiting for your call. 

Please give them a donation towards their petrol.  

They are not able to make a charge as this would  

invalidate their insurance  

 Our 10th August meeting this year is an indoor 

sports day, with team events fun and games. 

We are delighted that Paulina Stockell (Kent County 

Councillor) has accepted our invitation to attend - so that 

we can say thank you for arranging a £2k grant which has 

enabled us to purchase a new boiler. 

 

MAP Contracts in Lower Road East Farleigh are also owed 

a big thank you for donating new toilets and hand basins - 

we are very grateful as all this means the refurbishment 

programme of the W.I. hall has begun in earnest. 

Keith Perkins is making a fantastic job of painting the main 

hall and our team of volunteers are waiting in the wings to 

continue decorating other areas. New Fire Doors have 

been ordered for the hall and kitchen and as soon as 

more funds become available we will be tackling the 

upgrading of the Kitchen, outside painting and additional 

storage space. 

 

Future plans to raise much needed funds include 

27th August from 12 - 5pm  

A Cake Stall at the Tickled Trout Fun Day on  

8th October Indian Evening at our W.I. Hall. 

12th November - Table Top Sale in the hall 10am to 4pm -

Contact Jacky 07788433835 to book a table and for 

further details. 

The Farleighs W.I. meets every 2nd Wednesday of the 

month doors open at 7p.m.for 7:30 at the WI hall in Forge 

Lane, East Farleigh. Come along as our guest and see 

what we are all about. 

Please contact myself Diane Scott if you require any 

further information on 01622 814476. 

 

 Bubbles 

 

Balloons for All Occasions 

Parties, Birthdays, Weddings and Anniversaries 

Your local supplier in West Farleigh 

Balloons delivered and Venues decorated 

7 days a week 

01622 815666 

 

Evergreens 

We had hoped to visit the garden at Smiths Hall but 

again the weather was not playing. Heavy rain was  

forecast and we cancelled the evening before. 

However, an impromptu Beatle Drive was 

organized and the members thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. 

Our August meeting on the 9th, we have a  

representative from McMillan Nurses coming to  

talk to us. 

Any retired person from East or West Farleigh or 

has a connection with the village may come. Ring  

Helen 814445 for more information or ring Terry  

814561 if you would like a lift. 

We meet in the Farleighs WI Hall in Forge Lane East  

Farleigh from 2.30-4.30 and we always enjoy 

afternoon tea. The cakes made by Jill Morgan are  

amazing.  

At All Saints Church, West Farleigh: 

 

Little Angels Will not be meeting in August. 

Next meeting 9th September 

 

Pilates Classes for all ages:  

Tuesdays-9.30am  

  

Call Hilary 07903762585  

Join us for a cuppa whilst your little ones play 

for more information contact Becky on 07949 

646865 

 



 

   

  Page 8 of 8 

   
 

Events 
 

Date and time Event and venue 

August 

Thursdays 6,11,18,25 CREAM TEAS  

2pm-4pm  There will be cream teas in Wateringbury church on every Thursday in August.    

 

Saturday 6th  MURDER MYSTERY EVENING  

7 for 7.30.  The WI Drama group are presenting a murder mystery evening set on a Cruise ship. 

Tickets £8 from Pam Lindon  726337 

 

Sunday 7th EAST FARLEIGH FARMERS MARKET 

 10am to 1pm at the Old School Hall. Coffee and snack from the kitchen 

 Lots of local fresh fruit and vegetables. Local bread and meat also. 

 Bring along anything that need sharpening as the Knife Ninja will be there.  

 

 VILLAGE LITTER PICK 

 Meet at the Tickled Trout. Picking the lower part of Ewell Lane and Lower Road 

along to Teston Lane. Bacon sarnies promised! Contact Tel 815267 or Brian 812341 

or Email brianc02@hotmail.com if you wish to attend. 

 

Tuesday 9th  EVERGREENS 

 The Evergreens will be meeting at the WI Hall East Farleigh from 2.30-4.30 

 A representative from McMILLAN NURSES will be coming to talk to us. 

 The talk will be followed by afternoon tea.  If you would like to join us, ring Helen 

814445 for more information or Terry 8114561 if you need a lift. 

 

Wednesday 10th  WOMENS INSTITUTE 

 The Farleighs’ WI will be meeting in the WI Hall Forge Lane East Farleigh, 7 for 7.30 

 It will be a games evening. No one knows what kind of games, could be fun! 

 New members always welcome. Come as a guest to meet us all. Ring Diane 814476 

for more information. 

 

Saturday 27 TICKLED TROUT FUN DAY     

12-5 Lots of fun things to do and the WI will be selling homemade cakes again! 

 

September 

 

Saturday 3rd COXHEATH CHURCH FETE 

1.30-4.30 Strawberry teas, BBQ Raffle Entertainment, local produce, Tombola and other 

traditional fete activities! 

 

COXHEATH VETERINARY 

PRACTICE 
6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath 

 

Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly 

atmosphere 

Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities 

Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am – 7pm; Sat: 9am – 12 noon 

 

PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS 
For Appointments or 24 emergency cover,  

phone 01622 734888 

 

The Farleighs WI Hall is available for hire, for parties, christenings and other events. To book please 

contact Karen on 920258 

The Farleighs Choir (affiliated to the WI) is seeking new members. The choir meets every Tuesday 

evening. Ring Helen Swan on 814445 if you are interested. 

 

Finally, John the Baker is selling bread and cakes at the Good Intent on Fridays from 4-6. 6pm 

RG Building & Property 
Maintenance 

For All building works 
Plumbing 

(emergency call out no charge) 
Kitchens/bathrooms. 

Maintenance/repair – Decorating/painting, 
leaks/damage 

No job too big or small . 

competitive rates . 
Email rgilbert2009@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel 07779 617817/07790 089734 

Mr Robert Gilbert 

 

mailto:brianc02@hotmail.com
mailto:rgilbert2009@hotmail.co.uk

