“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own

LIFELI

Distributed freely in November 2021 Edition 538 Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk  Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

Deadline for the next issue is 20" November 2021
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F CARPENTRY T JONERY

Email: sfcarpentry@mac.com
Telephone No.: 07710 477570/ 01622 820036
Website: www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk

s BESPOKE JOINERY & CARPENTRY

« DOORS & WINDOWS

» WOODEN FLOORING

* TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS

* SUMMER HOUSES & GARDEN ROOMS

o KITCHENS & STAIRCASES

* OAK FRAMED GARAGES

e ***FREE ONSITE VISIT FOR ESTIMATE***

BASED IN HUNTON
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PESTCONTR

For all your pest problems

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, Moles,
Fleas, Bedbugs, Cockroaches, Flies,
Moths, Wasps and Birds.

No job too small
Same day support

Call 01622 842481

\” Mobile 07758 615101

The enforced year
off appears to have
had a dramatic
difference in the
anticipation for this
year’s event. Tickets
for the Village
Fireworks SOLD
OUT over two
weeks prior to
November the 5th.
We apologise for
Thic Phata hv | Inknewin Anithor ie any inconvenience
caused. But this is a
TICKET ONLY event. No tickets available on the gate.

Everything will be similar to previous years; the great mix
of music, food and drink outlets, entertainments, a
tombola, the rush to exit after the last firework goes off!,
stalls, and of course the massive bonfire, culminating in
the spectacular firework display at 8 o’clock. Gates open,
and the fun begins, at 6pm.

In all the years we’ve being doing the fireworks, we’ve had
most weathers (come prepared) but have yet to have that
classic, clear, crisp, cold, scarf wearing, hearty-soup
consuming, mulled wine drinking, scorcher of an evening!
Let’s dream. Hope to see you there for all the oohs and
aahs.
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Pastoral Letter
Dear All

I’'m fed up! Every day | switch on the news there’s something else that is in short
supply. This morning it was bricklayers, yesterday it was Christmas not coming this
year! Steel now on the danger list. The list grows each day and the gloom increases.
What a world we are living in!

Someone once said to me the purpose of a good pastoral letter is to bring comfort to those who feel
challenge and to challenge those who feel comfortable. To bring a smile to those who find life difficult
and to annoy those who think life is easy. So here goes. Decide how you feel, read what follows and
then think again about how you feel.

‘Hasten, O God, to save me; O Lord, come quickly to help me.” So writes the author of Psalm 70 who
may have been the same writer of Psalm 69 who opens his psalm with the word 'Save me, O God, for
the waters have come up to my neck. | sink in the miry depths, where there is no foothold.” Do you
sometime feel a bit like that? | do if | spend too long watching or listening to the news. Everything
seems to be falling apart and the future grim. There are times throughout our lives where perhaps
personally we feel low, confused and life isn’t good.

One of the things | quickly learnt was that being told to buck up or ‘there’s plenty of people worse off
that you’ had little positive effect on our feelings. In fact it can made things worse at time. We need to
realize that we can’t always buck up. When our situation on the face of it seems dire, we actually need
to be told that it is ‘all right’ to feel as we do. To shout at the world and dwell in the ‘miry depths,
where there is no foothold’ or to feel that we are sinking up to our neck. The shout for help is real and
valid. Itis moments like this that we need to hold on to our faith, to recognize God exists even if at that
moment we have no knowledge of that love and presence in our lives. | have a few friends who |
seldom see or hear from but when | do we continue as though we never had a break. There is a feeling
of a real friend who, although we seldom see each other, knows us and is caring for us. That is what |
feel God is like. Always there, always ready to respond when we seek him but never imposing himself
on us. Sometimes he doesn’t seem to be near us or with us. Don’t feel guilty when you feel low and
don’t know where or to whom to turn to. The writer of Psalms 69 and 70 found that in their despair
and in their need, God was there and in the end they knew and were able to say ‘You are my help and
deliverer. O Lord, do not delay.” And knew his renewed presence with them.

May that be the truth you find in the confusion of the time we live in today.

Rev. David Jones

All Saints Services
9.30am on 14" November 10.45 Service of Remembrance
9.30am on 28" November 10.30 Benefice Service at Coxheath (with Archdeacon Paul)

Whats new on the village website?

Have you seen Brian Cushing’s thrilling fictional account of the missing spitfire?

Helen Swan has updated the history of ElImscroft following a visit to the Weald & Downland Museum
Head over to http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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Letter from the Treasurer, All Saints Church

Dear Readers,

On behalf of the PCC of All Saints, | am writing to thank EVERYBODY who so
generously responded to our stewardship campaign. Some donors are well
known, but not all! We have lots of new Friends.

What does this mean, in practice? One of our largest and most worrying bills is
the cost of electricity at the church, because the heating is electric. We have
received enough new monthly pledges to cover our annual electricity costs
(£2,000 a year). This is a huge and welcome relief.

We also had individual donatlons totalling £1,290 (£1,612 with tax relief) which again is very helpful,

e - and will cover half of our annual insurance bill.

As | mentioned at the Harvest Supper (see left), we
have just had our Quinquennial (5 yearly) inspection
by an architect from the Diocese of Rochester. The
PCC looks forward to this inspection like a visit to the
dentist — except it’s the stonework and the roof that
need repairs. Amazingly, he was finished by
lunchtime! Because - with help from many of you -
& we have already repaired the stonework and the
roof. This year, we just need to evict the pigeons and repaint the drainpipes. What a relief!

Yours sincerely
Stephen Norman

Return to West Farleigh

After an absence of 40 years, John Gilbert (left) has returned to his childhood
home, Castle Acre, to start his retirement. With the help of the excellent teaching
at Maidstone Grammar School, John won a place at Oxford to study PPE
(Philosophy, Politics & Economics), trained as a teacher at Manchester, and after
a year in the Middle East, settled down to teach at Latymer Upper in
Hammersmith. He has now hung up his mortar board
and picked up his trowel, as he endeavours to re-
establish the kitchen garden. He hopes to modernise the
house, tend his orchard and plant some woodland.
Joining him is his partner, Alex (Woody) Woodham
(picture right), who started life in Oxfordshire but who
also has family roots in Kent. Alex is the director of a
radiology clinic in Harley Street, which he manages from
home with occasional trips to the metropolis.

John and Alex are looking forward to playing an active part in village life once they
have cleared the gutters and mended the roof!

Welcome to Emilia Sophie Penman
Emilia was born on the 1st June. Big brother Oliver (3 1/2) is very proud of

her. Mum, Helen from St Helens Lane, goes to Little Angels when she can.
Perhaps they will meet up with the young lads, welcomed last month!
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West Farleigh Community Centre Fund

Following meetings and discussions of the West Farleigh Community Centre Fund Trustees where
various suggestions were discussed it has been decided by them to donate the total amount within the
Fund to the West Farleigh Sports Club.

This followed discussions with them after their purchase of the grounds in Church Lane. The monies
which amount to the sum of £15,894.78p will allow it to become a community hub for the Parish of
West Farleigh and the different groups that exist here. The Cricket Pavilion was donated in 1951 and so
it was the purchase of the Cricket Ground by the Club that will give the Sports Club greater freedom to
make both the Pavilion and grounds available for other uses.

We as the Trustees saw this as being the closest fit to the original objectives of the Community Fund
and with the limited funds available the best way of getting access to a shared facility within the village.

The fund will therefore be wound up once the monies have left the account and the bank account
closed. We will then write to the Charities Commission informing them as to the closure of this
Charitable Fund.

Bruce Scott

Dandelion Time — news from our local charity

Our Maidstone Charity Shop is Open!

We have been super busy getting everything ready behind the scenes and are so delighted to have
opened our doors and joined our local high street.

Pop in and discover a whole treasure trove of pre-loved
items. From designer bags to vintage vinyl we have
something for everyone. All profits directly support our
work transforming the lives of vulnerable children and
families in Kent. 9 Week Street Maidstone, Open Tue-
Sat, 10-4pm

Volunteers needed

We urgently need more volunteers to join our lovely
team! Sign Up today to develop new skills and make a
real difference to vulnerable children

For more information please visit www.dandeliontime.org.uk/

Join Our Team
In an exciting period of growth we are looking to recruit the following roles at Dandelion Time. Please
share with your community!

. Therapeutic Caseworker
o Director of Operations

Sad Farewell

Shirley Day has recently died aged 87. She was the second wife of Peter Day (of Tutsham Farm). They
lived in Greenoaks, Charlton Lane. Shirley moved to Marden after Peter's death to be near her son.
She went into hospital for a knee replacement, where it was discovered that she had pneumonia, from
which she did not recover. She was buried in Marden Cemetery next to another son who died young.
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Reports from around the village organisations

SPORTS REPORTS:

Football: Our 1% XI have only played twice since the last issue. Firstly, we had a
fine victory 3-1 away to Punjab Utd of Gravesend. Sadly, we lost our second
fixture, losing narrowly 1-0 at home to Hildenborough. Meanwhile our 2" XI
have played 4 times but unfortunately have just one victory. This came in our
first match, a convincing 4-1 win over Tunbridge Wells Youth XI. We were
defeated in our other 3 games to Horsmonden -4-2; Five Oak Green 5-3 in the
cup and finally 3-0 away to Green Street Rovers.

Netball: Our girls have had a great start to the new season, winning their first four
games. We started by beating ----39-20, then Springbox 39-27, Foxy Wotsits 34-22
and finally Yalding 39-26. Notice we haven’t cracked 40 points yet! Let’s hope our
fine run of results continues.

Ton-up club news

This month’s winners are:

No 6 Wendy Stockwell £30 No 127 Vicky Lowe £20 No 9 Andy Starr £10
Yours in sport - Tel

Evergreens:

The Evergreens were saddened to hear of the death of one of our members. Greta
Botten. Her jollity and humour will be missed. Our condolences go out to her
family.

The Headcorn Ukele Group (HUG) entertained us with music of a suitable era!
Their playing and singing was very much enjoyed, by the members, who tapped
their feet and sang along. The Ukele Group also enjoyed themselves. It was the
first time out for them since Lockdown. They joined us for afternoon tea, with Jill Morgan’s amazing
cakes.

By the time this goes to press, we will have met for lunch (Jacket Potatoes). The November meetings are
on the 9th and 23rd . Retired folk from East and West Farleigh are very welcome to come along and join
us. We are a friendly bunch, you will soon make friends. We meet in the WI Hall Forge Lane East
Farleigh. Can’t get there, no problem! Call Helen 01622 814445 if you would like to join us. Transport
can be arranged.

Our annual competition meeting this month was a lively and fun evening which
was enjoyed by all including 4 guests. Two members from neighbouring
e Barming W.I. acted as judges. Following a visit to the Strictly costume makers

by some of our members, Wendy and Margaret gave an overview of how the

costumes were made and fitted — they even had the chance to try on some
IHSPIHIHG WOME" of the ball gowns. We also had a game of handbag bingo — you would be
surprised as to just how much a handbag can hold! At our next meeting on Wednesday 10th November
we have an assistance dog coming with his owners. If you would like to join us, you are welcome to
come as a guest to see exactly what it’s all about. We meet at 6:15 for 6:30 start at the W.I hall, Forge
Lane, East Farleigh thefarleighs@wkfwi.org.uk Hopefully we will see some more new faces.

Diane Scott President
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YALDING TAXIS

Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable

Friendly, local, family-run business with
many years of experience in the industry

Drivers with excellent working knowledge
locally, Kent, London, southeast etc.

No journey too short or too far

Whole of Kent covered for long distance
runs (Airports, Seaports, London etc.)

24-hour service, 365 days a year dvance bookings)

Very competitive rates and no extra charge
after midnight

Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

All drivers police checked and licensed

01622 81 43 43

aldingtaxis.co.uk




FARLEIGH FEATHERS by Ray Morris

Macbeth or Milne?

Symbol of evil or a loveable ditherer? Whatever your view of the owl, and we
are talking tawny here, for some of us early winter is a time of interrupted
sleep on account of their hooting. A time to light the fire and curl up with a
good book. Whatever your volume of choice, if there is an owl in it, it won’t be
a bland character: a harbinger of doom or a symbol of wisdom because of their
human-like face.

But why are the tawnies calling in many parts of the village at the moment? Those parts, that is, still
blessed with mature trees (oaks are good ones) providing holes where a rotten branch has split from
the bole and there is deep leaf litter on the ground for the mice they feed on.

It's the age-old activity of reproduction. First, it’s time for this year’s young to leave home (their home
territory, that is) and set up their own. Reason? A given territory will only support a finite number of
owls. It also prevents inbreeding, thus keeping the gene pool swirling to help the species evolve to
survive in a changing environment. Thus, the twit-twooing is the female (who calls ‘keewick’) and the
‘whooing’ male advertising their presence to warn off other adults, including their own offspring, to
maintain ownership of their bit of the woodland.

They need to stay put because, contrary to popular
belief, owls can’t see in the dark. They can see better
than us, but no animal can perceive light where there is
none. They must learn the layout of their bit of the
wood to make the most of what they can see of it. That
way they can navigate around it. But pinpointing a
brown mouse in brown leaf-litter on a moonless night is
a tall order. So, owls have evolved excellent three-
dimensional hearing. Their satellite dish faces help

e direct sound into their super-sensitive ears which,
unlike ours, are asymmetric — one side is higher than

the other. This allows them to hear with astounding accuracy so they can gauge the distance as well as

left/right positioning of their prey.

Rain and wind, therefore, are problems for them. Hunting becomes difficult. They have to fall back on
their spatial knowledge. If they can’t maintain ownership and learn the layout of their territory, they
aren’t able to feed themselves or their young. After a windy, wet winter, they may not have fed well
enough to be in breeding condition anyway, so won’t bother even to attempt it.

With a typical lifespan of four years, a missed breeding season is not catastrophic; with luck they’ll get
another chance. Meanwhile, they probably adopt Owl’s advice to Pooh, “Come inside, we'll see if tea
and buns can make the world a better place.”

Hedgehogs

; No milk please! If you see me in your garden, | appreciate food (raw meat, such
as minced meat, (I also love cat food but not fish) and | need water. Please don’t
give me milk that would cause stomach problems and | could die. Please don’t
use insecticides or traps. I'm inoffensive and help in your garden because | feed
on insects that attack your veggies. My species is disappearing, please help us to
stay alive.
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LOCAL TRADES LISTINGS (neighbours who can help you)

Business
Business name service Website
Firefly Payroll
Services Payroll www.fireflypayroll.com

Professional
and affordable

Contact name Phone no

Jason Hart 01622 934110

No Muck'in cleaning

About services Sarah Dunn 07885 634559

Heathside

Electrical Electrical www.heathsideelectrical.co.uk Sam Sephton 07976 895001
Bespoke

SF Carpentry & carpentry and

Joinery joinery www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk Spencer 07710477570
Plumbing &
Heating

D. Ward services Darren Ward 07973 314266

Pest Purge Pest Control www.pestpurge.co.uk
Top Dog Fencing and
fencing Gates

Castle Portable

01622 842481 or
Richard Lee 07758 615101

Sam Morton 07709 530166

Loo Hire Ltd Events http://www.castleportableloohire.co.uk/  Steve Millsom 07990 606067

Contact space@thefarleighs.co.uk to list your trade

email

enquiries@fireflypayroll.com

nomuckinabout@outlook.com

heathsideelectrical@gmail.com

sfcarpentry@mac.com

darren@dward.biz

richard@pestpurge.co.uk

Topdogmaintenance@icloud.cc

castleplh@gmail.com

o e
bt ‘\ 43, Stockett Lane, Coxheath, ME17 4PT
ﬁ,jl[‘:zl[:l} established 1993
’ Telephone number 01622 745178
The Coxheath Chiropractic Promoting Natural Healing & Health

& Nalural Therapy Cenlre

h'lCTilllOllC}' Chiroprnctic: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease
your aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life:

Neck, shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunmel.
Sciatica. Arthritis. Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries

For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk

Barrett
Roofing

Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH

Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:
Flat Roofing Tiling
Lead Work Slating
Gutters Fascias

Tel: 01892 730581 « Mob: 07850 785381
Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk
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What is on theHorizon?

(Photo by Candy Martin)

Dates for your diary

Fri 5th Nov

Sunday 28" Nov
Sunday 14" Nov
Sunday 19*" Dec

Sports Club Firework/Bonfire Party Elmscroft Park from 6pm

Benefice Service at Coxheath Church with Archdeacon Paul - 10.30 am
Remembrance Service at All Saints West Farleigh - 10.45 am

Carol Service at West Farleigh Church - 5.30pm

(3 rics

KIRK-BROWN LTD
Chartered Surveyors

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
Homebuyer Survey Reports
Building Surveys
Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters
Defect Analysis
Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk

Sunhyll
Charlton Lane
West Farleigh

ME15 OPB

01622 720810

AngloGlobal

Access Platforms

www.AngloGlobal.com
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IN THE GARDEN by Sara Cushing

We are well and truly into Autumn now!

These dark mornings, the last end pickings of the veg patch, the cutting down of all
the summer perennials...

I must confess, | do love the calm of the Autumn months after the hectic pace of Summer when the
garden quietens down some, the weeds aren't constantly popping up and it gives a bit of time to sort
out the things that have been put aside, but as ever, there is still loads to do!

If you haven't yet planted bulbs for Spring, this is our last chance. The Allium families of garlics and
onions should be planted this side of Christmas to ensure a crop for next September. A good guide is to
plant depth to three times the bulb size. Because squirrels are a big issue, | have planted at least eight
inches deep, so their little arms can't get that far down. If these furry little sky rats are a problem in your
garden, I've found old methods, such as grating a soap bar over the surface are a really good, organic
deterrent!

Bare roots such as hedging and roses are ideally planted before the soil gets too cold, and the damp
conditions give the roots a good start.

Mulching over the borderline hardy plants such as Agapanthus is essential. | use all the fallen leaves |
can find to put on the borders. They will break
down over winter and suppress annual weeds,
as well as helping the clay soils we have here.

| still love the beautiful colours we are getting
through from perennials such as
chrysanthemum at this time of year. Everything
from deep, rich reds and oranges to vibrant
yellows, and these can be matched with low-
lying Heuchera and hardy cyclamen to give
interest in the garden at this time of year.

Do insulate the large exotics that you have
outdoors! We are so lucky in our patch that we
can grow these beautiful palms, but varieties
such as Phoenix canariensis, chamaerops and trachycarpus may need additional protection, such as
fleece or actual plant hoods if we get a really cold spell.

| particularly love at this stage of the season having the time to
sort out everything. The greenhouses to house the tubers over
winter, cleaning pots ready for next Spring and especially | love
the cold mornings turning over the compost heaps. There's
always a robin close by waiting to pick over the grubs!

Happy Autumn gardening!
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EAPERTLY FORMULATED
PRODUGTS T0 KEEP YOUR VERIGLE
GLEAN INSIDE & OUT.

GARS / MOTORHOMES / CARAVANS / MOTORBIKES / BIGYGLES / AIRCRAFT / BOATS




