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Email: sfcarpentry@mac.com
Telephone No.: 07710 477570/ 01622 820036
Webhsite: www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk

* BESPOKE JOINERY & CARPENTRY
* DOORS & WINDOWS

*« WOODEN FLOORING

» TIMBER FRAMED BUILDINGS

SF CARPENTRY ¢ IONERY i F s asrancases

= OAK FRAMED GARAGES
e ***EREE ONSITE VISIT FOR ESTIMATE***

BASED IN HUNTON

Advertise your product or service here!

6 _mths: £140 (colour) £ 70 (mono)

For all your pest problems 12 mths: £224 (colour) £112 (mono)

space@thefarleighs.co.uk

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Foxes, Rabbits, Moles,
Fleas, Bedbugs, Cockroaches, Flies,
Moths, Wasps and Birds.

No job too small
Same day support

Call 01622 842481

“~g®  Mobile 07758 615101
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Pastoral letter April 2021

As | write this the year ahead seems to be full of hope and the promise of freedom. The
Government have released details of their ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown. The vaccine
programme is rolling out faster and more efficiently than was originally expected.
Schools have reopened to all pupils and we are seeing the restrictions on our
movements slowly being lifted. There is light at the end of the tunnel! Even if it comes
with a caveat that the dates are not set in stone but only the earliest at which the next
step will be taken; the announcement has given us all hope. It’s an indicator that soon
we will be able to reconnect with those we have missed and return to a pattern of life
free from many of the restrictions we have been living under.

The announcement coincided with the changing of the seasons bringing longer, brighter,

warmer days and now we’ve passed the equinox it’s officially Spring. The signs of new life that we see in the natural
world fill us with a lighter, more hopeful spirit after the darkness of the winter.

After such a long time separated it is certain we will all be experiencing a mix of emotions. Fear, of what’s to come,
of being near people again. Sadness, at the time, people and things we have lost. Anxiety, of what if it happens
again; what if, what if ...... But there will also be happiness, laughter and tears of joy when we meet up with family
and friends again in person rather than through a screen or on the end of a telephone line.

Christians we will also be celebrating the most hopeful season of our faith this month — Easter. We see the
crucifixion of Jesus not as a loss, but as a victory! We can look back at the events of over two thousand years ago,
secure in our faith and knowledge that he triumphed over death and rose from the grave to show us the depth of
God’s love for us all. This is the Christians light at the end of the tunnel, this is where we find hope; and it’s the same
for everyone who chooses to follow Jesus.

Christ is Risen! Hallelujah! Happy Easter! Here’s to hope wherever you find it! Becki Parnham

Return to church buildings

Following the government road map for easing restrictions, the PCCs have agreed to re-open church buildings for
worship from March 28™, using the interim rota that was in use prior to the last lockdown.

East Farleigh, Hunton, Linton and West Farleigh buildings are large enough to meet with appropriate social
distancing and controls. Holy Trinity, Coxheath is too small for an immediate return, so we will develop a plan for re-
opening as we lead up to a (hopefully, God willing) full re-opening after June 21°.

The pattern for worship will be as follows

8am Holy 9.30am 10.30am
Communion
1%t Sunday in month |none Hunton, Holy Communion Online + HC
2" Sunday in month | Linton West Farleigh, Morning prayer +Communion Online
3 Sunday in month |none East Farleigh, Holy Communion and Online + HC
Hunton, Family Service
4™ Sunday in month |[East Farleigh Linton, Morning Prayer + Communion Online
Each Thursday: Coxheath, BCP Holy Communion at 10am

Easter arrangements

There will be services in East Farleigh (8am) and Linton (9.30am) on Palm Sunday, March 28", as well as the 10.30
online service.

Maundy Thursday 7.30 pm at Linton has a service of Holy Communion followed by a watch hour of prayer

Good Friday has two online services, an all age service at 10.30 am and Stations of the Cross at 2.30 pm.

On Easter Sunday Holy Communion services are as follows:

8am East Farleigh

9.30 am Hunton, Linton and West Farleigh

10.30 am online from Holy Trinity Coxheath (ministry team members only in church)

All online services are at https://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice
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Parish Council Report

At the last Zoom meeting, it was agreed that a small donation of £200 be given to Pukka Ponies. All financial papers
were signed off for the end of the financial year. The possibility of a village picnic on the Green was discussed, to
celebrate being able to mix and mingle again. This will depend on the progress of ending lockdown and social
distancing restrictions. Four villagers attended.

If any villagers have any comments, suggestions or need to report something to the Parish Council, you do not have
to wait until there is a Council meeting. Please contact the Parish Clerk (westfarleighpc@googlemail.com) or any
councillor.

Elections for County, Borough and Parish Councils will be held on 6th May. It is not too late to register for a vote or
be nominated to stand as a Parish Councillor. If you are interested in joining the Parish Council, please email to
Parish Clerk (details above), who will be able to forward you the nomination pack electronically. This needs to be
completed and hand delivered to Maidstone Borough Council by Thursday 8" April.

If you need to register to vote in the forthcoming elections you can do this through the Maidstone Borough Council
website (www.maidstone.gov.uk).

Maidstone Borough Council withdraws support from West Farleigh.
Monthly litter pick cancelled until further notice

Our litter picks normally held early on the first Sunday of each month have had to
be cancelled for the time being, due to the withdrawal of Maidstone Borough
Council's support, meaning provision of equipment (hi viz vests, bags, litter picking
sticks, signage) but also collection of the full litter bags. It has been reported that
we cannot dispose of full bags in our wheelie bins nor in the council recycling
centres, so we are in an impossible situation - we regularly fill fifteen or more
bags. This is an issue which centres on health and safety, which of course is e
foremost in our minds, and MBC's risk assessment requirements, on which we have been exchanging emails with
MBC's Street Scene Officers and Compliance Manager. The controlling factors are simple - MBC will not support any
litter picking on roads where the speed limit is above 30 mph, and there has to be a permanent pavement. This means
that in the whole of West Farleigh we would only be able to attend to the lower half of one road, Charlton Lane.

At the time of Lifeline going to press, we have a meeting scheduled with MBC on 24 March, at which we hope to be
able to resolve these issues. Meanwhile, MBC has advised that if litter is spotted around the village (or indeed in
surrounding areas), it should be reported on https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/street-care-and-
cleaning/litter,-bins-and-street-sweeping/report-litter . It has to be said that the undersigned did report the condition
of Heath Road between The Green and the White House pub, and was told it would be cleared on 10 March - but
nothing has happened.

Brian Cushing

Charlotte (Lottie) Henty
September 3™ 1926 — February 22" 2021

Charlotte (Lottie) move to West Farleigh in 1975 when husband Vernon (Vern) took up the,
live in, post of Head Gardener at Smiths Hall.

When Vern retired they moved to the bungalow near the Green. They had a great interest in
Country and Western music and also in their garden.

After Vern passed away, in 2011, Lottie grew increasingly frail, until her death on 22nd
February 2021. She will be sadly missed by her friends and family.
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Janet Morris

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the passing of Mrs Janet Morris following a
stroke and a stay in Maidstone Hospital.

Janet was landlady of The White House P.H. for five decades, with her husband Arthur,
who sadly died 15 years ago, she was a stalwart of the local area, known and loved by
so many. The pub was always a real community hub with dart teams, a pool league and
a successful petanque club which is still running to this day. Many charities benefited from the pub's patronage
including the very well known "Old Folks Four" darts charity which provided hampers for local pensioners at
Christmas. Janet always enjoyed organising a very diverse range of entertainment from discos and barn dances,
country and western, Abba nights to quizzes, race nights and bingo, all with a warm friendly welcome and buffet
provided.

With Jan's passing it really is the end of an era, she will be sorely missed.

A Fishy Business — article by villager Bernice Brewster

As a child, | went on frequent fishing trips with my grandfather, which were mostly
unsuccessful, but | loved the marine environment. On one occasion we caught a
plaice, my grandfather explained the young fish was just like any other with eyes on
either side of the head but as it got older, one eye moved across the head, the fish
lay on its side and took a more sedentary life buried in sand. Wow! | was hooked, |
wanted to know more about these amazing animals.

My early career was spent in the Fish Section of the Natural History Museum,
London, where I’'m happy to say my research work finally completed the puzzle of eye migration in flatfish. | worked
with Wyn Wheeler, a renowned fish biologist and we travelled the country working with the National Rivers Authority,
predecessor to the Environment Agency, studying populations of freshwater fish including the more cryptic species
such as eels and lamprey. Sadly, changes in funding resulted in my work becoming increasingly administrative and
desk bound. Time for a change!

This career move took me briefly into the ornamental fish industry, specifically koi, which are coloured varieties of
carp and at the time were extremely popular. As part of my work | visited rural Japan, where at that time women
played a very domestic role. This gave the koi breeders some difficulty working with a woman, so to overcome the
problem, | was made an honorary man.

My flirtation with the ornamental industry lasted only a few years before | wanted to return to my first love for wild
fish. | jumped off the cliff and started my own business in freshwater ecology and fish health. Freshwater ecology is
fantastic, investigating dragonfly, mayfly and other creep crawly populations, working out how habitat can be
improved for all wildlife. Before any fish can be restocked, a sample are required to be subject to health examination,
which involves the overall health and any parasites which infect them, which | also undertake. In my spare time, | assist
The Angling Trust in matters relating to water pollution and potential litigation, plus the occasional lecture in fish
welfare at Surrey University Veterinary School.

My instinct as a child that fish were amazing animals, has given me a truly fulfilling career.

e Sunhyll
Charlton Lane
West Farleigh Ba rr?tt
ME15 OPB ROOfl ng

01622 720810 Brandenbury Oast, Collier Street
Tonbridge, Kent TN12 9RH

All types of roofing work undertaken, including:
Flat Roofing Tiling
Lead Work  Slating
Gutters Fascias

P Tel: 01892 730581 = Mob: 07850 785381
_ Email: office@barrettroofing.co.uk

AngloGlobal

Access Platforms

www.AngloGlobal.com
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West Farleigh In Bloom

You will recall reading Ray’s Farleigh Feathers article last year about the pear orchard between
Kettle Lane and Gallants Lane being grubbed out — leading to the loss of winter habitat for
Scandinavian redwings and fieldfares and our native thrushes — as well as for woodpeckers,
wrens and tits in the summer.

L R

To try and encourage these birds back to West Farleigh, the village Bloom team have bought some fruit trees from
Keepers Nursery and planted them in the field above the cricket club (thank you, landowner) where they can be
enjoyed by everyone as they watch the cricket or by those walking the footpath adjacent to it — and hopefully by
flocks of birds!!

We hope everyone is loving the abundance of snowdrops, crocus and daffodils around the village — we can’t wait to
see all the daffodils we planted along Lower Road, the start of Mill Lane, and around the cricket pitch gate at the
bottom of Church Lane, as well as all the other bulbs on the Teston Lane Triangle and in the Churchyard.

Thanks Bloomers —some lovely flowers on the Green

= -
REN 43, Stockett Lane, Coxheath, ME17 4PT ;
Q{;}i established 1993 (& Rlcs
i
\ Telephone number 01622 745178
. -~ ) ) KIRK-BROWN LTD
Ihe Coxheath Chiropractic Promoting Natural Healing & Health 1y

& Nutural Therupy Centre

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
McTimoney Chiropractic: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease Hcmebuyer Survey Reports

your aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life: BUIIdmg SUrVevs

Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters

Neck, shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunnel. ;
Defect Analysis

Sciatica. Arthritis, Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk Contet LT wo IS8 Bl 72Es o QA SR1508
u i visit: 4 .CO. P .
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk
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View from the Garden this month is by Sara Cushing
Spring really is in the air!

The beautiful early displays of purple, white and yellow crocus encircling the Green are
now dying back, giving way to the bright yellows and oranges of narcissus, and with the
displays of Spring flowers in boxes, it really is a lovely place to be.

At this time of year there is quite an amount to be doing to make sure you get the best
from your Spring planting and to start thinking about Summer shows.

Hellebores should now be in full flower. These are an amazing splash of colour in an
otherwise barren time and so many different varieties to choose from! One of my
favourites are the Slate varieties, deep purples, blues and blacks. The big leaves can be cut
away, to maximise the flower without detriment to the plant.

Snowdrops will have stopped flowering, and any clumps that require thinning out can
be lifted and replanted. Generally they are more successful if you dig them up 'green’
(when they have finished flowering, but leaves are still there), rather than buying
bulbs. They are easily lifted, and should be replanted to a depth of approx 5mm.

Dahlia tubers, Gladioli corms and Canna can start to be potted up in a good multi-
purpose compost, watered sparingly and kept in a frost- & Vi
free space, for an early, longer display.

Annuals such as Cosmos, nasturtium, etc can be sown,
they need to kept above 12° for effective germination,
and sweet peas can be planted, if you haven't done these
in January. This year I'm growing the Old Fashioned Mix,
Lathyrus odoratus, which was so popular in Victorian
times. Though the flowers are a little smaller than some
modern varieties, the scent is fantastic!

Clematis can be cut to the low new formation of buds if this hasn't been done already.

And..if you love your home grown veg!

Tomatoes, peppers and chilli, herbs, cucumber and salad seeds can be started indoors, as can the above ground veg;
beans, courgettes. Spinach, squash, and brassicas can be sown outside.

The end of March is also the latest you can plant any onion or garlic sets. I'm waiting a couple of weeks for the
ground to warm before planting any root veg, which love a well dug soil and which hasn't recently been composted..

Happy gardening!

The Editors would like to wish you all a very happy and joyful Easter

Page 7 of 12



Reports from around the village

Sports Report
S F Il
m o_otba t

\\\\“ Still no sport played last month and unfortunately, all our 15t XI football has now been
.\ \) cancelled for the season. On the good side, our 2" XI are set (all being well!) to resume
hj

{\ their campaigns on the 3™ April.
/N

Netball Meanwhile our Netball players have been pencilled in to carry on their season
on 13t April.

""' Cricket Hopefully our cricket players are planning a full season starting at the end of
% April.
“ Fingers crossed | will have some actual sport to report in next month’s issue.

Club News
Our luck ton-up winners for March were
No 82 Megan Goldup (£30) No 112 Chris Patey-Ford (£20) No 125 Keith Dalton (£10)
Yours in sport Tel

Evergreens

The leaders are continuing to maintain phone contact with the members. They are only too
pleased to have a chat. It has been a long lonely time for many of them. It is hoped that we
will be able to meet up in the summer and hopefully have a trip out or two!

Some of our members have not been too well (not Covid). It is sad that being shut up for a
year, is possibly a big chunk of the rest of their life. Let’s hope they can all live a bit more, in
the summer.

We are planning an Easter Treat!

This month we had a virtual meeting with a Lady named Helen Tobias who talked about
eWI Princess and Pearls. Her advice: if you have a pearl necklace don’t leave it in a safe place but

to wear it! The pearls keep their colour in the open and especially wearing them next to your
skin. She has been a speaker we have had before and every subject she has given interesting
knowledge. Just a thought, what does joining the WI give you all about inspiring women,
INSPIHING WDME“ with knowledge, skills, friendship and variety of experience? There are 195,356 total
Membership in this Country so we must be doing something right. Come and join us, if you
require information ring Pam 07711590402.

The Good Intent

Pauline and Steve are very pleased to announce that the good intent will be opening again
from the 12th of April this will be outdoor drinks only - all rules and regulations will be
announced in due course.

Easter Sunday Roast — takeaway or delivery

Order your roast by Midday on Saturday 3™ April for delivery between 12 noon and 3pm on Easter Sunday. £10 per
head to include meat, fresh veg and roast potatoes followed by a dessert.
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YALDING TAXIS

Competitive - Personal - Professional - Reliable

Friendly, local, family-run business with
many years of experience in the industry

Drivers with excellent working knowledge
locally, Kent, London, southeast etc.

No journey too short or too far

Whole of Kent covered for long distance
runs (Airports, Seaports, London etc.)

24-hour service, 365 days a year (avance bookings)

Very competitive rates and no extra charge
after midnight

Lady drivers available
All major credit and debit cards accepted
Vehicles with up to 8 passenger seats

Modern, clean, comfortable fleet - fully
licensed and insured

All drivers police checked and licensed

01622 81 43 43

aldingtaxis.co.uk
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LOCAL TRADES LISTINGS (neighbours who can help you)

Business name

Firefly Payroll
Services

No Muck'in
About

Heathside
Electrical

SF Carpentry &
Joinery

D. Ward

Pest Purge
Top Dog
fencing

Castle Portable
Loo Hire Ltd

Business
service (40
chars max)

Payroll

Professional
and affordable
cleaning
services

Electrical

Bespoke
carpentry and
joinery
Plumbing &
Heating
services

Pest Control
Fencing and

Gates

Events

Website

www.fireflypayroll.com

www.heathsideelectrical.co.uk

www.sfcarpentryandjoinery.co.uk

www.pestpurge.co.uk

http://www.castleportableloohire.co.uk/

Contact name

Jason Hart

Sarah Dunn

Sam Sephton

Spencer

Darren Ward

Richard Lee

Sam Morton

Steve Millsom

It’s amazing how much talent there is just next door!

phone no

01622 934110

0788 5634559

07976 895001

7710477570

01622 814178
01622 842481 or
07758 615101
07708 530166

07990 60 60 67

email

enquiries@fireflypayroll.com

nomuckinabout@outlook.com

heathsideelectrical@gmail.com

sfcarpentry@mac.com

darren@dward.biz

richard@pestpurge.co.uk

Topdogmaintenance@icloud.com

tollgaterain@gmail.com

YOU TOO can list your product or service here for just £20 a year, that’s less than £2 a month.

Contact space@thefarleighs.co.uk for more details.

CALL TODAY:

01622 814343

To book your FREE lift
to get to your Covid
Vaccination Appointment

Cabs for Jabs is for older and vulnerable Ye
residents whoneed help getting to and from
thelr covid vaceinctlon appoinement

Donate Here: gofund.me/b5f1e5ab
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Farleigh Feathers
Coming soon, to an allotment near you...

Picture the scene — as recounted recently by a village allotment holder. You're busily
digging in the load of farmyard manure delivered to your plot. You pause to wipe
the sweat from your brow when something catches your eye. Looking up, you see
them. Three brown birds. Large brown birds. With hooked bills. Curved claws in
yellow talons. You hear the rush of air through feathers, barely a wing’s length away.
Buzzards.

Not what you expect on your allotment. Robins, yes. Blackbirds naturally. Even a pesky woodpigeon or two. But
buzzards? They’re birds of prey surely; rabbits and that. Even lambs (so you’ve heard). Wasn’t there something in
The Sun about them taking a baby from a pram?

Photo by Darren Nicholls

But your infants are safe and may be lucky enough to grow up seeing these magnificent creatures at close quarters.
Now we are finally recognising these graceful, soaring birds as the harmless small-mammal hunters they are, they
are no longer persecuted, apart from by a few rogue gamekeepers on shooting estates. So, they are once again
becoming a familiar part of our countryside. No hot summer day is complete without their mewing calls as they
spiral upwards on thermals or pass food to each other as part of their mating rituals.

Nesting as they do in small clumps of trees as well as woodland, Hamlet Wood and Quarry Wood, for example, they
are adapting to the chequered and increasingly built-up Kentish landscape.

Their claws are actually quite small —a large claw isn’t an advantage if you are trying to grab a mouse - but they can
manage a young rabbit, or a slow, elderly one. But rabbit numbers fluctuate when disease, like myxomatosis,
ravages their population, and the last ten years has seen it decimated by another, rabbit haemorrhagic disease.

So, when food is scarce, what do these large, fierce-looking birds turn to when they’re hungry?

Another of their staple foods. Worms. In a ploughed field - or your allotment.

Ray Morris
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EXPERTLY FORMULATED
PRODUGTS T0 KEEP YOUR VERIGLE
GLEAN INSIDE & OUT

" Diamondbrite is proud to sponsor

LIFELINE and the community of West Farleigh
Jewelultra Ltd, Diamondbrite House, Ewell Lane,
West Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 ONG
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Diamondbrite

Protect, clean & care
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