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Eileen Ann Doyle  
(née Chapman) 

1953-2020 

Associate Rector for the Benefice 
.  

We were all saddened by the death of our dear friend Eileen on June 19th, 2020 
following a short battle with illness. Eileen was born on 21st April 1953 and grew 
up in Snodland, the third of 4 children, Lilian, Michael, Eileen and Stephen.  She is 
survived by husband Barry, sons Lee and Lewis and her sister Lilian. 
 
Throughout her life, faith in God has given purpose and meaning to Eileen. In her 
own words “He is the ever present, ultimate love that walked with me day by 
day, in both good and difficult times.” Eileen worked in accounts at the Mid Kent 
Water Co and achieved many qualifications for her work as both Teaching 
Assistant and Learning Mentor, but she was most proud of overcoming her 
dyslexia and being awarded a Bachelor of Arts Degree that she completed for her 
Ordination to the Priesthood in the Church of England. 
 
 

 
Eileen trained first as a Reader, then for ordination and was ordained in 2007. Following her retirement from school work, she 
served as the Associate Rector in the United Benefice of Coxheath, East Farleigh, 
Hunton, Linton and West Farleigh and was responsible for various areas of the life 
in the church here, including Mothers’ Union, the Pastoral Support team and the 
Ladies Prayer Group. She was a committed and valuable member of the team and 
will be greatly missed, not for what she did, but for whom she was. 
 
 Her devotion to her faith was not superficial, but guided everything she did. Even in 
her last days in hospital, she climbed out of bed to offer solace to a dying patient and 
their family! 
 
Eileen will be sorely missed by everyone who knew her.  
 
                                               May she Rest in Peace. 
 
Eileen’s funeral service was in Coxheath church with a limited congregation. Many 
more watched it on a Zoom webinar. 
 
She was buried in Snodland.  

 
 

Deadline for the next edition is 23rd August 2020 

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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PASTORAL LETTER   
 
As the lockdown eases and travel is less restricted, will you be taking a holiday? Alison and I 
plan to be away for a week to recharge the batteries. Whether we stay at home or travel afar, 
holidays can be a great time for reflection. The very name of the month conjures up images of 
balmy relaxation. The word ‘august’ means grand; majestic; serene; revered; and is a glorious 
time of year. August is declared “Happiness Happens Month” by the Secret Society of Happy 
People, whose members encourage us to recognise moments of happiness and to share them 
with others. (Amazing what you can find out on the web, isn’t it?!)  
 
Did you know that the origin of the word “holiday” is “holy day”? These were days past when 
the church encouraged people to stop work and to celebrate the life of a saint or other holy 
event. There were lots of them, and they were needed, because work was hard and rest was 
not always easily achieved. They have largely fallen into disuse now, and although the saints’ 
days are marked in our Christian calendars and lectionary (the reading plan for the Bible) we 
don’t get the day off work for many of them in the UK. We get Good Friday and two days at Christmas, and that’s about it! The 
origin of the late May public holiday was the feast of Pentecost, but that has now become just “the last Monday in May.” 
Countries such as France, Spain and Italy where the majority of people are Roman Catholics have a few more holy days, and they 
treat them as days of rest and thoughtfulness – no Bank Holiday DIY shopping for them. In August there is only the one – the 
Feast of the Assumption of Mary, Mother of Jesus - which is August 15th and a day when France, for example, comes to a 
complete halt. 
 
So, may I suggest that at some point during August, whether at home or away, you stop, pause for a while and reflect? Ponder 
the good things in your life, count your blessings, and then give thanks to God. Have a Holy Day. And a great holiday. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
Peter Callway  Rector 
 
A transitional plan has been put together for the reopening of our churches for worship. There will be social distancing and 
infection control. For those who would prefer it, the Zoom church services will continue. 
 

 8am 9.30am 10.30am 
1st Sunday No HC Hunton HC Zoom 
2nd Sunday Linton HC West Farleigh MP Zoom 
3rd Sunday No HC East Farleigh HC 

Hunton Family Service 
Zoom 

4th Sunday East Farleigh HC Linton MP Zoom 
 
Every Thursday 10am BCP Holy Communion at Coxheath Church. 
 
All services are open to those from across the whole Benefice. 
 
If you have any problems or need more information do contact the Rector, Peter Callway. peter@callways.co.uk 01622 747570 
 
The churches of the United Benefice are now open for private prayer only: 
 
Coxheath (Mondays)   2 – 3.30pm and additionally  7 – 8pm Thursday 
East Farleigh (Tuesdays)  2 – 3.30pm 
Hunton (Wednesdays)  2 – 3.30pm 
Linton (Thursdays)  2 – 3.30pm 
West Farleigh (Fridays)  2 – 3.30pm 
  
Details of weekly service at 10.30 Sunday mornings: 
Computer, tablet or smartphone: http://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice 
 
Each week a new service of BCP Holy Communion is uploaded to our website at https://bit.ly/BeneficeVideos   
 
 

mailto:peter@callways.co.uk
about:blank
https://bit.ly/BeneficeVideos
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Bob Caudwell 
100 years old on 25th June 

 
Bob Caudwell celebrated his 100th birthday in lockdown. 
Bob is the treasured organist and choir master at Linton Church. Although 
he has poor eyesight and is hard of hearing, he is looking forward to getting 
back to playing the organ again, once the corona virus restrictions have 
been lifted.  

He took up the post at the age of 76 when he first moved to Kent and he 
plays for Sunday services, weddings and funerals.  He assists if needed at 
other benefice churches in East and West Farleigh, Coxheath and Hunton - 
and still gives concerts which prove significant fund raisers. 

He has played at many recent Carol services in West Farleigh, the 
congregation waits with anticipation for his very own rendition of We 
Three Kings (full of eastern promise!) 

 
The Rector, the Rev Peter Callway, said he is a remarkable man. “He is 
enormously loved and respected by our congregations. It is a privilege to 
have such an accomplished musician to lead our worship.” 

 
It is a great shame we were not able to celebrate with him, but there will undoubtedly be a celebration as soon as it can be 
arranged. 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
Have you been furloughed or working from home and feel the 
need to be reunited with people? 
Or have you got time on your hands? 
Do you want to put something back in the community to help 
vulnerable children? 
If you want to roll up your sleeves and get outside for physical 
work, Dandelion Time is the perfect place for you. We are looking 
for volunteers to develop our new exciting site in order to deliver 
therapy to help vulnerable children and families. 

 
What? Gardening, weeding, general maintenance, building a new vegetable garden 
When? Every Friday for the foreseeable future 
Where? At Dandelion Time in West Farleigh 
Who? If you are able to work physically. We also welcome Corporate Volunteers for teamwork building 
How? Register on our website 
 
Government guidelines and social distancing regulations will be adhered to. 
 
If you prefer to speak to someone in person, please call Anyès Reading 01622 814 001. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
USEFUL LINKS AND CONTENT: 
• Volunteering sign up form 
link: https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/DandelionTime/SiteDevelopmentVolunteeringDays.html 
CONTACT 
• For more press information or opportunities please contact: 
Anyes Reading – Relationship Manager 
Tel: 01622 814001 
Email: anyesreading@dandeliontime.org.uk  
 

https://www.facebook.com/TheFarleighsKent/photos/a.645602738983375/1376459999230975/?type=3&eid=ARBqqkAtcsxOQfzn18sbZ_ggT5uLy7Xr7mIu65X_jtE-B47irIL4iH9stz1ddd9Sq7QvoyUQcqc34uHq&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAxW9dwmoB5oPFKownJIug26X_a2TflfzjoVzK16O5sBSbaiX_kSuzIo4vFNWQ4kwETGfgMAGj-eIJP9M3dh5qLSnK_z9ewk9Io3WzoN9dfxt4U_Ec5BeS7jJo-iCi802dGGr_MB0My6DQqv7j-bx4kK25twFQuJs4rDJAJz7dmAo8LWf26kgJNzzDCywPVxhbTil7fLJCzmlqzyaW-oJwiQDQ3Ak4mvEeoMHi7PEbGq560TMo-6T4nuEoGnRKNu6T7nHZeuaK963gL4-vQnQjlInq0_GBCn847CRRBfGa7cJ4VrdNxsJZoxwrDDhaR__QHJONDqWGvPdV1aTa-6BvYYw&__tn__=EHH-R
https://www.facebook.com/TheFarleighsKent/photos/a.645602738983375/1376459999230975/?type=3&eid=ARBqqkAtcsxOQfzn18sbZ_ggT5uLy7Xr7mIu65X_jtE-B47irIL4iH9stz1ddd9Sq7QvoyUQcqc34uHq&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAxW9dwmoB5oPFKownJIug26X_a2TflfzjoVzK16O5sBSbaiX_kSuzIo4vFNWQ4kwETGfgMAGj-eIJP9M3dh5qLSnK_z9ewk9Io3WzoN9dfxt4U_Ec5BeS7jJo-iCi802dGGr_MB0My6DQqv7j-bx4kK25twFQuJs4rDJAJz7dmAo8LWf26kgJNzzDCywPVxhbTil7fLJCzmlqzyaW-oJwiQDQ3Ak4mvEeoMHi7PEbGq560TMo-6T4nuEoGnRKNu6T7nHZeuaK963gL4-vQnQjlInq0_GBCn847CRRBfGa7cJ4VrdNxsJZoxwrDDhaR__QHJONDqWGvPdV1aTa-6BvYYw&__tn__=EHH-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.etapestry.com%2Fonlineforms%2FDandelionTime%2FSiteDevelopmentVolunteeringDays.html%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0iQCh1_kBMoSWqi4OWQwFzZOxrrgdg2BGEFz0pjATJ5VFBID0x1NYjaMQ&h=AT0m5_1gT6HHc2-GJ-Dnqpa9PquXq1jS929-yv4YhTBTlEm-7HgjryJL-l-jprWS4WL-Bh5HCQFc_LbKv_Z03kFKOmd13fZplr4Q07VOfY_icHhovOUiGUNytpqtgg3ZrHRC8MyBpQ&__tn__=-UK*F
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM  
South and South East in Bloom Competition & 
the West Farleigh Bloomers! 
Due to the Corona virus the judges were not 
able to come to West Farleigh this year to see 
for themselves what we have been doing and 
we have had to submit an electronic 

presentation which we hope will impress!  We are really hoping we 
have done enough to improve on our Silver award last year. 
The criteria for judging is not just our pretty planters dotted around 
the village but we have to demonstrate horticultural achievement, 
environmental responsibility and community participation. 
Under the heading of horticultural achievement, one of our objectives 
set by the judging panel last year was to create a wild flower area. We 
did this quite successfully on the Ewell Lane Triangle, but 
unfortunately it did so well that it obscured drivers’ vision and so had 
to be cut down.  We have found some seeds for shorter growing wild flowers, more suitable for verges. 
In the category of environmental responsibility, we were able to show how seriously we take this.  Apart from the monthly litter 
pick, we have been working with the council to try and keep wilder verges, have had a student volunteering as part of his Duke 
of Edinburgh award at the designated wildlife area at the top of Teston Lane for which we are very grateful, and we also 
managed to persuade the Post Office to re-paint our post boxes !  
 
As part of community participation, we created bee and butterfly tracking projects for local school children.  We had just started 
working with East Farleigh Primary School when Lockdown happened but we are excited about continuing this collaboration as 
soon as we can.  We have also been posting photos of flowers around the village on a daily basis – this was originally to ensure 
those, who were self-isolating, did not miss out but as it has proved so popular we are continuing it – and are very grateful to 
those who have sent in photos for us to share. 
 

Finally we are very grateful to all of you who have grown sunflowers to make sure the judges 
don’t forget that we are the village of sunflowers! 
 
Your sunflowers will be measured in August. If they cannot be seen from the road. Please 
contact West Farleigh in Bloom at the email address below to tell them you have grown them 
in your back garden, so they can call and measure them. 
 
 
 
 
 
If anyone is interested in seeing our presentation please contact bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk  
 
 

 
 

A BIG THANK YOU   
 
Thank you to all those volunteers, who have been helping their neighbours with shopping, medicine 
etc. We know who many of them are, as their names were circulated on the “green card”. Many 
others also helped, we are sure. 
 
Lockdown is now being lifted and we can get out and about a bit more freely. However there many 
older and not so fit neighbours out there, who are not confident to go to busy shops etc. 
We hope that the volunteers are still willing to help those, not wanting to go out. (Please let the 
editors know if you are, now, no longer able to help). 
 

 

mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS         by Ray Morris 
Moulting mysteries and a swift recap 
We had a less pleasant call to East Farleigh church after last month’s Lifeline went to press. On the 
first day of opening after lockdown, Pauline was doing her first clean, and found two dead birds 
under pews among several months-worth of dust. One of them was a swift. It had obviously got 
trapped inside and starved to death – it was thirty percent lighter than the bird we had rescued 
two days previously and had absolutely no body fat. A sad end to an incredible life. It seems, too, 
that dead swifts had been found in the church in the past. 
 
On the bright side – the birds are definitely responding to the nest boxes erected on the north wall, 
obviously encouraged by the swift calls being broadcast morning and evening. And people are 
starting to enjoy the spectacle, and the unique experience, of being surrounded by the evening 
‘screaming party’, doing just that, as they circle the church and descend to reconnoitre the boxes, 
noting their existence for future breeding purposes. This could be next year if we are lucky, but it is certainly on the cards.  
As a friend pointed out the other day, if our ancient churches are lucky enough still to have a swift colony in their roof, it is likely 
the colony has been there ever since the church was built. So, your experience of swifts on a warm summer evening, 
overlooking the river, is one shared by our village ancestors – one of the few village phenomena that has remained unchanged 
(if a little reduced) over the centuries. 
 
By the time you read this, you may just have time to experience the birds for yourself. The young (two chicks for each pair of 
adults) start leaving the nest in mid-July and depart for Africa soon after, followed by the adults at the beginning of August. 
Throughout August and September, you will often see dozens of swallows and house martins lined up on overhead wires and if 
you are lucky hear their excited bubbling chatter. You will never see swifts with them, as swifts are unable to perch. Spending 
virtually the whole of their life on the wing, their tiny claws can only cling on to cracks and rough surfaces. 
 
As species like swallows and martins become more visible, others seem to disappear during August. “Where are all the birds, my 
garden has gone quiet?” is an oft-repeated question! The explanation is two-fold: the first is that natural food has become more 
plentiful so the birds have less need of garden feeders (and sparrows and finches in particular gather in flocks to feed in cereal 
fields). The second is that after breeding, adult birds start to moult all their plumage. This requires a lot of extra energy so, 
needing to spend less time searching for food, they can sit happily for long periods in a bush, devoting it to growing new 
feathers. Losing flight feathers (even only a few at a time) also leaves then vulnerable to predators as their flight is impaired, so 
they are safer out of sight (of predators and us) in a bush. 

 
 
Many birds, too, look very dishevelled, prompting suspicions they’ve had an 
uncomfortably close encounter with a cat. But this is often simply because 
their old, worn feathers are dropping out to make way for their fresh set. As 
this picture of a juvenile starling shows, the new feathers come through 
slowly, making some birds appear like a patchwork of dull and dowdy with 
bright and smart plumage. And depending on their stage of moult – every day 
looks different! 
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN by Jon Fenlon  
 

Thank you to everybody who came to our local garden 
open day in June, we managed to raise some well 
needed funds for local charities. 
It has been an odd year so far in more ways than 
one.  We had flooding in February, almost no rain and a 
heat wave in May, a couple of random flash floods in 
June, July has had the temperatures jump up and 
down.  
So, I think it is fair to say the plants are all a bit out of 
sync this year. A lot of the veg is behind where it normally would be, I found narcissus 
still flowering in June! That’s a first for me. But with the randomness of it all the garden 
has still produced a lovely display and some new combinations of plants that wouldn’t 
normally be out together. 

 
 
In August we will be cutting down the perennial meadow areas as well as any 
long grass areas. You will find when you strim/scythe long grass down to the 
base it will go yellow for about 2/3 weeks because of the stress of cutting it 
but it will turn green again. We do this every year around mid-August for a 
couple of reasons, it allows a lot of the seed to spread, give the grass the 
chance to recover before autumn, it is easy to do whilst it is dry and still 

standing up. In September it will 
also give us the opportunity to 
sow more wildflower seed if it’s 
needed in certain areas. 
In the borders try to keep on top 
of the normal weeding and 
deadheading.  Seed pods will be 
ripening up and ready to pop so keep an eye out for any you want to keep and sow 
as well as the ones you want to nip out before they spread everywhere. The long 
wisteria tendrils can be cut back to keep paths/ windows clear but don’t give it any 
hard pruning until winter. 
There have been some nice displays around the village this year, well done all! Good 
luck to the Village in Bloom team with this year’s judging, your efforts throughout 
this pandemic to brighten up the village with lovely flowers has put a smile on many 
faces. 
 
http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/gardeners_view.html 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/gardeners_view.html
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I start with sad news of the loss of one of our old members, Penny Hipperson, who passed away, some days ago.  Penny was 
always a happy and positive person but could not continue         with the WI due to her work 
commitments.   We would like to offer her family our deepest  
 sympathy 
 

It has been a trying time during the last few months with the lockdown as we still continue with 
the upkeep of the hall but with no revenue being received from our hirers.   I am very pleased to 
announce that we have received several donations from generous supporting organisations and 
we are very grateful for the funds which will help with the costs incurred for the hall and also with 
some improvements. 
 

The Hall Committee are working hard to comply with the governing rules regarding reopening the hall to ensure all participants 
will be Covid safe when using the Hall.     The committee look forward to welcoming back the hirers and being at the heart of the 
Farleigh communities once again. 
 

 

 

THE EVERGREENS      
The members are remaining stoical, but looking forward to meeting up with their friends again. 
 
Unfortunately, we have no idea when this may be. As they are all in the age group which is vulnerable, we 
will be extra careful. Transporting the members to the meetings is our greatest challenge, as it is 
impossible to socially distance in a car. We are trying to keep in touch by phone, but it is not the same!   
 
We are hoping to produce a Newsletter, with some local information, that might be of interest, some 
recipes, games and gossip etc. 

 

 
 
SPORTS REPORT 
 
Good news at last! We have played our first game of cricket, albeit it was a game amongst ourselves so we could not lose! However 
we hope to play some friendlies in the next few weeks. Fingers crossed we are getting back to normal. 
Meanwhile no news yet about football or netball. Hopefully some positive next month. 
 
Ton up Club winners: - 
  

68 John Day £30           79 Keith Dalton £20  139 David Swan £10 
 
If you would like to find out more about sports in West Farleigh, please visit http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/ 
Yours in sport, Tel: 815267 
 
 
SMITHS HALL GARDEN 

 
Stephen Norman kindly opened his garden to friends and neighbours. The weather was kind and it 
was not difficult to socially distance, thanks to Stephen’s careful planning. It was a great pleasure 
to “Go Out” after weeks of confinement. It was an occasion to dress up a little and meet a few 
friends and neighbours. The Rose garden looked and smelled great, the herbaceous borders were 
looking good and the meadows were very floral! The day was also a financial success, raising 
£984.35. 
 
Half of this has been donated to All Saints Church, and the other half to Dandelion Time. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/
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EVENTS 
 
 
LITTER PICKING Sunday 1st August 
 

The next litter pick will be on Sunday 1st August. 
 
Meet on the Green. At 9am. 
 
If you have not been before, you will be made welcome.  
All equipment is provided. 
 
Usually, coffee and bacon butties are provided, but due to the Covid situation, this is not possible at 
the moment. However, it will resume as soon as it is allowed. This is a good way of getting to know 
more people in the village! 

 
 
 
There are no other events until further notice. 
 
 

THE GRAND OLD DUKE OF YORK 
 
No! not Andrew. The original was the second son of George III, and he commanded 10,000 men. He trained them on “Cocks 
Heath” (sound familiar?).  Have a look in the history section of the village website, www.thefarleighs.co.uk, to find out more. 
 
Other recent articles on the website:- 
 
Ed Boyd has researched and written about the history of Barming Bridge. 
 
Clare Oirschot has written about the Cat Sanctuary at Smarden. 
 
Do look, there are lots of articles of interest on the website. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/

