“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own

LIFELINE

Distributed freely in June 2020 Edition no 522
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

THAT COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Residents in West Farleigh have certainly been showing their community spirit during these trying times of
Covid 19 and lockdown; from helping those most vulnerable with shopping, to Thursday evening clapping
which resounds throughout the village, to rainbows in windows showing support to keyworkers, to more
recently building scarecrows just for fun following a suggestion in last month’s Lifeline and celebrating the
75% anniversary of VE day. Below are just a few of the scarecrows that are being displayed in gardens
around the village, and on page 8 are some images from the VE day celebrations. There are more on the
website www.thefarleighs.co.uk. Do keep sending them in and we will add them to the on-line collection.

FIRS: |

Deadline for the next edition is 21 June 2020
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PASTORAL LETTER

If you are of a certain age, you will probably remember a song by Boney M called
“By the Rivers of Babylon”. It got to number 30 in the charts in 1978. For those of
you who are under 50, you can find it on Deezer, Spotify, Apple Music or
YouTube. The words of the song are drawn directly from the Old Testament.
Psalm 137 says “By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when
we remembered Zion. ... How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?”
The song was originally a Rastafarian protest song, and the Boney M version went
back to the original Psalm. Rastafarians used the term “Babylon” for any
repressive regime or organisation, and so the essential meaning of the song is the
same — Psalm 137 laments the time of exile for the Jewish nation when they were
captured by the Babylonians. They were in lockdown for about 70 years, lamenting the lack of access to
their familiar surroundings and the temple where they worshipped God. Times of hardship often create
both artistic responses and partisan division.

Many of our spiritual songs come from times of slavery. | am not in any way comparing our current
situation with the exile or slavery — but we might take heart from a little perspective. However hard we are
finding things at the moment, most of us will come through this time of trial and society will recover and
rebuild. For those who will have died, we must always lament, learn lessons, and grieve the tragic loss of
life.

Billy Graham, the great preacher and evangelist said “Comfort and prosperity have never enriched the
world as much as adversity has.” And William Shakespeare, in As You Like It states “Sweet are the uses of
adversity which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, wears yet a precious jewel in his head.” The current
situation has seen something like 45% of UK adults turning to prayer — one in 20 for the first time. Online
services have been attracting people to participate in ways not seen in regular worship. Over 25% of adults
in the UK have “been to church” during the current pandemic. Our own Zoom™ services have seen up to
80 folk online together. It is highly regrettable that not everybody can access this (by the way you can dial
in on an ordinary ‘phone — details below) and when we are finally back to “normal” we have to work out
how to re-integrate ourselves. Meanwhile, please do keep supporting each other, keep praying, and stay
safe and well.

Peter Callway
Rector

Details of weekly service at 10.30 Sunday mornings:
Computer, tablet or smartphone: http://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice
By ‘phone

Dial 0203 051 2874

Enter 185124308#

Enter #

(Cost of a call is standard cost to a geographic number.)

Each week a new service of BCP Holy Communion is uploaded to our website
at https://bit.ly/BeneficeVideos
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM

South and South East in Bloom Competition & the West Farleigh Bloomers!

It’s lovely walking around the village looking at all the
beautiful gardens — everyone has clearly been working
hard during Lockdown. Even the wild flowers are stunning
at the moment! We have loved seeing all the amazing
scarecrows in Charlton Lane — thank you to you all for
making us smile!

Hopefully your sunflowers are growing rapidly in all this sunshine! The West
Farleigh in Bloom team’s sunflowers range from a couple of centimetres to 33
cms tall — but a little bird tells us that Matt and Carol’s in Charlton Lane are
already a couple of feet tall!! Game on!!

We hope all of you who are still self-isolating are enjoying our photos on the
Farleighs Facebook page — we would love to see more of your photos if you would kindly send them
to bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk

THE GOOD INTENT

As you are taking your daily exercise, many of you may have been wondering about the comings and
goings of the Good Intent during lockdown. What IS going on? When will they re-open? How is the family
fairing? Well we can tell that that what started as a small task to freshen up the pub with a lick of paint has
turned into a major refurbishment and by harnessing the skills and expertise of a couple of regulars,
Pauline and Steve formulated a plan. This is in additional to preparing and delivering takeaway meals
during the week and roast dinners on Sundays (Social distancing being maintained at all times). To date:

The wall with the optics has been taken back to the brickwork; the entrance to the conservatory now has
an archway and has been re-decorated; the panels at the front of the bar have been rubbed down; the bar
is being covered with slate tiles; the seating has all been removed and the bar stools are being re-covered.
There are loads going on and loads more to do, including replacing the carpets through and decorating the
pool room. Head over to the website for more images.

Well done Pauline, Steve and your team -your regulars are looking forward to you reopening.

If you would like to order a take-away meal during the week or a roast on Sunday please call Pauline on
01622 81246

Page 3 of 8



mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk

GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE — FEATHERED AND OTHERWISE by Ray Morris
Loosening Lockdown Birdsong

| hope the recent hush over your gardens, or wherever you have taken your daily
exercise, has encouraged you to listen to the sound of the South East without the
constant hum of traffic or the intensely irritating beeping of reversing machinery on
the nearest construction site. If it has, you will be more aware of the birds that share
and indicate the health of our environment; hopefully you may even be able to
recognise a few more common species like the song thrush and blackbird, and
differentiate between your garden doves and pigeons.

Around my own garden the cuckoo, once it arrived in the village, has been a daily delight; not necessarily the
sound of its call but the fact it has still managed to negotiate an increasingly hostile environment to breed here.
| imagine others have heard it too, but have you heard the female?
It's the male that does the eponymous cuckoo-ing, while the
female, as in most species, is relatively silent. Except when she
succeeds in laying her egg in an unsuspecting host’s nest. Then, it
seems, it’s cause for celebration with an excited bubbling call.
Another familiar but, often unnoticed, bird is the dunnock; also
called the hedge sparrow because of its similarity to the female
house sparrow, although they are not related. This is another
species that has a remarkably far-reaching song that forms an
audible backdrop to our gardens in the summer. If you listen
carefully, it is a tuneful cascade of flutey notes. As the dunnock is
one of the species targeted by the cuckoo for hosting her egg, if you hear them both in your garden there is a
good chance that, come July or August you’ll have the pleasure of seeing the ungainly cuckoo chick
conspicuously parked on a roof or a lawn awaiting the return of its harassed foster parents to feed it.

For those of us fortunate enough to be able to hear higher pitched (but still soft) calls, the song of Britain’s
smallest bird, the goldcrest, is a tantalising accompaniment to a comfy seat under the trees. Weighing no more
than a 20p coin, this beautiful scrap of feathers with a bright yellow stripe across its head (the male has an
another, bright orange stripe within the yellow one) sings almost continually through the day. Even gardens and
areas surrounded by tall leylandii plants will enjoy their presence.

Another much underrated garden songster is the chaffinch. Like the thrush family, this colourful male finch
often enjoys advertising his charms from the top of a tall bush with another eminently ‘summery’ song. While
he is singing in ‘courting’ mode he is invariably pleasant on the ear, but not so when mating is complete and the
pair settle down to a humdrum existence raising their brood: then they adopt a monotonous, toneless two-
note chirp between them to maintain contact, quite wearing if it is going on outside your window and you are
trying to work — as employees in an office converted from a farmyard barn complained to me recently.

Finally, local villagers are amongst the most fortunate in the country in that they are likely to catch the ‘turr-
turr’ purring of our country’s fastest disappearing bird — the turtle dove, named after its Latin name Turtur from
whence it gets its common name. It is perhaps no coincidence that its plumage is strikingly similar to tortoise
shell. The area along the bottom of the Greensand Ridge from Marden to Yalding holds one of the country’s
biggest breeding populations of these beautiful doves. As well as illegal hunting for ‘sport’ in the Mediterranean
and climate change in the Sahel region of Africa, the main driver of their decline has been change in agricultural
practice. Fortunately, many local farmers are working hard to reverse their fortunes in Kent and are currently
succeeding. So, for the time being, this is one bird that is not only pleasantly reminiscent of warm summer days,
but is also a privilege to hear if you have one near you.
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN by Jon Fenlon

The summer lock down is upon us! The Garden is in full swing with flowers
popping up of all shape size and colour.

It’s that time of year when regular routine maintenance of weeding, watering,
mowing and dead heading will all come to the forefront. Keeping up to date
with the routine maintenance ensures your garden will look at its best for
longer. If you don't have acres to look after the method of ‘little but often’ can
have an amazing effect. You will be surprised as to how long you can keep your roses flowering with
regular dead heading.

If you have old lilacs that have gotten too large for their planting
position now is the time to prune after flowering. You can prune them
back quite a lot this time of year because they have all year to regrow.
In the past | have removed half of the plant and they have been
absolutely fine and come back amazingly. Just make sure you keep it
watered for 2/3 weeks after pruning.

At the time of writing this we are desperate for rain as the lawn is
already starting to go patchy! In June we will be fertilising the lawns
with a slow release granular fertilizer which contains lots of nitrogen
for a lush green lawn, which should give the lawn a great boost. You
can do the same in your garden, you just need to sprinkle on the lawn
fertiliser evenly so the grows at the same rate. The photo is of the
Main Lawn at Smiths Hall.

The garden is full of wildlife, there is constant bird song and
activity, the whole garden seems to be buzzing away.
Creating more wild areas around the estate looks to be
paying off, whether that be wild flowers, allowing grass to
grow longer, more native planting, opening up the canopy
to allowing more light in to the woodland floor which allows
plants to grow.

When out getting your daily exercise take a look at all the
great work The Village in Bloom team have been up
recently. The wild flowers areas are getting better and
better and the planters are bringing a lovely splash of
colour.

So when you have finished the gardening, it's time to get
out the BBQ and enjoy it!
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INSPIRING WOMEN

Pam Lindon, President writes “It has been a difficult and strange time for our
members of The Farleighs WI. As a lot of our members have been isolating and
this can be a lonely time for them. We have been contacting them to check that
they are fine and to have a chat. We have been keeping them updated with all the
information that has been sent from our National office. We are family and we

look after each other, that is what the W.l. means to us.”

THE EVERGREENS

lonely day.

SPORTS REPORT

1 Unfortunately one of our Evergreens was admitted to hospital having had a fall.
While there she tested positive for THE virus. She is in Hawkhurst Cottage
hospital. We wish a good and rapid recovery.

Others have remained well and in good spirits. Bored and lonely of course. Like
the rest of us they are looking forward to meeting their friends again.

It has been heartwarming to hear that they are being well looked after by their
families friends and neighbours. The lockdown has bought out the best in
people The have appreciated phone calls, having a chat and a laugh. Do keep up
the phone calls to those who are on their own, it does help break up a long

No sports report this month, however the Ton-up Club results are in and the winners are:

Congratulations to Graham Judge £30 No. 51

lan Paine £20 No.102

Jack Martin £10 No. 22

If you would like to find out more about sports in West Farleigh, please visit http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/

Yours in sport, Tel: 815267

The Coxheath Chiropractic
& Naltural Therapy Cenire

43, Stockett Lane, Coxheath, ME17 4PT
established 1993

Telephone number 01622 745178

Promoting Natural Healing & Health

McTimoney Chiropractic: A safe, gentle manipulative technique to help to ease
your aches and pains and soothe away the stress and strain of life:

Neck, shoulder or back pain. Headaches & Migraines. Carpal Tunnel.
Sciatica. Arthritis. Pins & Needles. PMS or Pregnancy. Sport’s Injuries

For full details please visit: www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk

Sunhyll
Charlton Lane
West Farleigh

ME15 OPB

01622 720810

Access Platforms

www.AngloGlobal.com

COXHEATH

COXHEATH VETERINARY
PRACTICE
6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath

Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly
atmosphere
Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities
Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am — 7pm; Sat: 2am - 12 noon

PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCV3

For Appointments or 24 emergency cover, phone 01622
734888
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KIRK-BROWN LTD
Chartered Surveyors

Planning and Building Regulation Applications
Homebuyer Survey Reports
Building Surveys
Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters
Defect Analysis
Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668
Email Cliff@Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk

Page 6 of 8



http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/

Team Tutsham
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Nestled in a peaceful corner of West Farleigh, you will find a place unlike any other. A haven for animals and
children, this mini utopia is known as Team Tutsham. Situated on the farm from which it takes its name, Team
Tutsham is a place where you will see joy and laughter on the faces of children (and adults) from all walks of life,
creating lifelong friendships through the foundation of their love of horses and ponies.

Team Tutsham is the brainchild of a unique couple, Maxine Buckby and Mark Finch, who established the Team
Tutsham Charitable Trust in 2004 and thus, realised a lifelong dream to create a Charity enabling all children,
particularly vulnerable and less fortunate children, to learn and experience all aspects of pony care and riding. Often
thought of as an elitist sport, Team Tutsham has banished these opinions and opened the door of this wonderful
equestrian world to countless children and adults that thought they would never experience the opportunities that
Team Tutsham offers.

The ponies live an idyllic life at Team Tutsham, out in their fields living in a herd, as nature intended. Many of the
ponies at Team Tutsham have been rescued by Maxine and Mark who live by their self-penned adage that all ponies
that come to them, have a home for life.

Here is a small taste of what is on offer at Team Tutsham:

Saturday Saddle Club

Saddle Club at Team Tutsham is increasing in popularity and you won’t be surprised when you see what we do!
Children arrive 10.00am and with our adult helpers, collect the ponies from their fields. When back at the barn, they
learn how to groom and tack up. Our group lessons last for one hour and the children are fully supported by our
Instructors and young helpers. Each child is allocated a pony according to their size and ability, and we are regularly
met with requests from our youngsters to ride their favourite pony! Finally, the ponies are untacked, brushed down
and returned to their paddocks after a fun filled day. Saddle Club finishes at 3.00 pm.

Pony Parties

We are proud of the Pony Parties that we offer at Team Tutsham. We are in the fortunate position of being able to
offer each child attending the party their own pony to ride. The party group are escorted on a ride around the
beautiful Tutsham Farm, or on some occasions, play Gymkhana games in our 60m x 40m arena.

Opportunities to compete

We hold in-house shows to enable our Saddle Club children to show their family and friends their riding skills. These
shows are a great display of the Team Tutsham spirit and support network. Maxine and Mark also provide the
children with opportunities to accompany the Team Tutsham ponies to external shows. This gives them the
experience of competing and taking a pony out to competitions. The whole Team Tutsham family get involved and
we have taken as many as 14 ponies and young riders out to compete at a show!

If you would like to find out more about what we have to offer at Team Tutsham, there are lots of ways:
Find us on Facebook: Team Tutsham; visit: www.teamtutsham.co.uk; or visit us at Saddle Club.

Lorraine Floyd
Team Tutsham
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EVENTS

Sadly, all our events have been cancelled for the foreseeable future.

Village Quiz

However, the West Farleigh Website Team devised a virtual quiz which took place on 22nd May 2020 from
7pm. It was a great success. In joint 1st place teams The Bottom-Enders and G JAC and 2nd place went to
What’s Up Doc. Prizes of a jigsaw (to be shared), wine or chocolate and plants are currently being
assembled. For those who were unable to join us virtually, the attached sheet has a list of the questions
with answers on the back (don’t cheat now®)

VE Day celebrations
To celebrate the 75" Anniversary of VE Day on 8" May from 4 to 6, we all placed our tables and chairs at the front of
our decorated houses and had a social-distancing celebration.

e
S

It was a great success with virtually all of the village turning out to celebrate the brave men and women of
this beautiful country of ours. If you have any photos, please do send them in and we can put them on the
website.
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