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HELP IS AT HAND 

We have all been told to stay at home, especially the elderly and vulnerable.  This is a huge worry for 
people who can’t go shopping or go to the chemist etc. They will also not be able to receive visitors. 
 
We are asking you to ring your friends and neighbours not only to check on their wellbeing but to have a 
chat to relieve loneliness and worries. The list below (it has been extended recently!) are volunteers who 
can help those not going out and about.  You can phone anyone on the list below with your shopping list. 
They will leave shopping on your doorstep.  PS. You will have to discuss with your helper how to pay. 
  
Anita McDonald 07956 647614  Terry Baines  07761 355518 
Sue O’Donnell  01622 727852  Emily Hunter  07851 352176 
Louise Williams 07950 952 008 Jenny Patey-Ford 07730 435565  
Naomi Jones  07983 535381  Paul Baines  07590 845075 
Fiz Mead  07803 160139  Katy O’Connor  07981 267850 
Jackie Ellis  07932 847468  Clare Oirschot  07841 359407 
Martin Moy  07834 342072  Janey Denton   07894550641  
Kevin Wise      07901667735   Mark Hills       01622 813039  
  
HELP COLLECTING MEDICATION  
If you need medication picked up from Wateringbury, please contact Terry Baines.  
If you need medication from Yalding, please contact Jenny or Paul Baines.  
If you need medication from Coxheath, please contact Anita McDonald.  
  
Please ask them in good time. It may be possible for them to pick up more than one person’s meds.  
 
DOG WALKING 
Some of the helpers above may also be happy to walk your dog if you can’t go out but ALSO see the ad 
from Ridgeley Tails on the next page…Lorna will not charge for dog walking if you are self-isolating. 
 
LOCAL COOKING FROM THE GOOD INTENT! 
Pauline at the Good Intent is happy to cook for you. You can collect or they will deliver (50p extra charge). 
What is available will change according to what ingredients she can obtain.  
Ring her on 01622 812426 to ask what is on offer and place an order.  
Please let her know the day before you require it, or at least in the morning for supper. Food is available 
lunch and supper time.  PS. This service is for residents of West Farleigh only.  
 
 

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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PASTORAL LETTER                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
Dear friends, 
 
My goodness! What a time to be writing this pastoral letter. There are so many things I 
could focus on. Lent, our season for reflection and preparation for Easter will be coming 
to an end as many of you read this. We will be approaching Holy Week and the 
wonderful celebration of Easter. We are also in the grip of the coronavirus pandemic, 
which is affecting all of our lives. Today, as I write this, the Premier Football League 
have cancelled all games for at least a month; the US has cancelled all flights from Europe; the stock market around 
the world has plummeted; cities in Europe are in lockdown; local elections have been postponed for a year and 
many people are having to self-isolate. It is a worrying time for us all. What on earth could I write by way of 
encouragement? 
 
As I pondered this walking home from church this week I saw a sparrow lying dead on a garden path. It made me 
think of the verse in which Jesus says that God is aware of everything that happens, even when a sparrow falls to the 
ground, and that that we are far more valuable to him than a sparrow; he has even numbered the hairs on our 
heads! (Matthew 10). We are so valuable, in fact, that God sent his only son, Jesus, to die for us. We need not fear 
personal trials or even failures; they cannot shake God’s love for us. So then, whatever life throws at us let’s 
remember this: nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39).  
 
We, in turn, are called many times in scripture to love one another, including our neighbours. Jesus says that 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another (John 13:35, our verse for 2020). 
 
During these difficult and uncertain times let’s make every effort to do just that!  
 
With love, prayer and blessings, 
 
Sue Elliott – Pastoral Assistant, Coxheath Benefice. 
        
SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
 
NO SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE but you can join Peter Callway our Rector on-line every Sunday 
at http://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice or by phone: 0208 080 6591 Meeting ID: 185 124 308. 
 
You can also to view a recording of a traditional Holy Communion service and Morning Prayer at 
https://unitedbenefice.church/service-videos/ 
 
 

  

http://bit.ly/UnitedBenefice
https://unitedbenefice.church/service-videos/
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
There were 6 villagers and Richard Webb our MBC councillor at the meeting. 
The report of crimes in our area included a car stolen from a carpark. On questioning the PCSO about this, 
it had not been stolen, owner confused!! There had been no crimes in our village. Potholes, branches 
hedges etc constricting roads were reported. A gully has been made to drain the large puddle in Kettle 
Lane, (thanks Terry). 
It seems that we are not allowed to fit Vehicle Activated Signs. The clerk will discuss further with Kent 
Highways on this issue, as the council can afford to fund one. 
Soil that has gathered by the kerbs around the green is to be removed. The encroachment of soil and 
hedges at the top of Charlton Lane was discussed, as the residents are not happy to remove/cut back 
hedges/soil etc. Kent Highways are to be contacted for advice. 
A new notice board for outside Goulston Villas has been ordered. It will be the same as the previous one, 
destroyed by the storms.  
The Parish Council is required to have its own easily accessible website. The current website is not up to 
standard and it will no longer be maintained. The Clerk is prepared to build a recommended website for us. 
The Gardening Club at East Farleigh School had asked for a grant, to go towards the replacement of a small 
Greenhouse destroyed in the storms. £250 was granted. 
The Coffee Morning with the Police and Crime Commissioner was cancelled as was the May Annual 
Meeting, due to the Corona virus. 
As there will be no elections this year, it was agreed that at the next meeting of the council, we will be co-
opting some new members. 
 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MAIDSTONE (M.A.D.M.) 
In these worrying times did you know that our church in West Farleigh are collecting non-perishable food 
and toiletries for the charity M.A.D.M. (Making A Difference in Maidstone)?  This Charity help not only the 
homeless but many people/families in crisis in our area.  The need is growing so if you can spare any items 
at all please contact Sue O'Donnell by phone 01622 727852 or email and she will arrange to collect them 
from your doorstep and give it to the Charity in Maidstone for distribution. 
 
23 LAMBS KILLED BY DOG(S) 
In late January, Geoff Martin and his son Ollie noticed that a number of his ewes in lamb were 
unexpectedly found in the south end of Elmscroft Park, which is fenced off from the north end. The ewes 
were very distressed and there were signs of frantic panic: wool on the barbed wire on top of the fences 
and on the hedgerows bordering the field.  
 
In the weeks following 23 lambs were born prematurely or aborted; all died. The vet when consulted found 
no signs of disease or malnutrition. The vet’s belief is that their mothers had been chased by a dog and 
leapt in panic over the fences and into the hedges, trying to escape.  This may have happened on multiple 
occasions. 
 
Even a normally well behaved dog may find sheep irresistible. The sheep move away from a loose dog; the 
dog follows; the sheep panic, the dog chases. It is a game for the dog but not for the sheep.  The owner of 
the dog is responsible for preventing this. You can contact Geoff on 07711 162010. 
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM  
Spring has truly sprung around the village with our 
daffodils a sight to behold;  what’s really lovely is 
that they haven't all come out at once so should 
last for a couple of more weeks yet.    
 
We appreciate that there will be many of you not 
going out at the moment and therefore unable to 
see them so we are going to upload photographs 
to the Farleighs website and to Facebook which 
we will update regularly.   
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone would like to share photos of spring flowers in their garden 
for us to share with all our neighbours please email them 
to bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk - or if you are unable to do this contact 
us and we will come and do it for you. 
 
In the meantime - stay safe everyone x 
 
PS. We are always open to new ideas – please contact us via 
bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk 
 
 
 
DETECTORISTS 

No metal detecting report this month but can’t wait for this to be over!   

Want to have a go, please contact me at metal@thefarleighs.co.uk 
Pete  

mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
mailto:bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk
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FARLEIGH FEATHERS by Ray Morris 
 
A warm bumbarrel 
My first day of Boris’ self-isolation diktat has been brightened by the discovery of a 
bumbarrel in the greenhouse. Before you reach for Google, bumbarrel is an old country 
name for the Long-tailed Tit – those tiny bundles of white, russet and pink feathers that 
arrive in your garden in family groups of a dozen or more. I soon cornered it and 
popped it in a bag for a few moments while I prepared to put a tiny, numbered ring on 
its leg. I weighed and measured it too before sending it on its way within minutes of 
catching it. 

We ring the birds so that we learn how long they live (for 
this species, typically two years – but only if they are the 
one in four young that survives its first year), where they 
go (not very far) and many other aspects of their lives. 
The one I had in my hand weighed just 7.9g – a healthy 
weight and a little above average. This weight was soon 
explained when I blew gently on the bird’s tummy to part 
the feathers. A small patch of bare skin was starting to 
appear where tiny down feathers had fallen out. This, 
then, was a female bird preparing to lay eggs. The extra 
weight represented the additional nourishment needed 
to produce her own weight in eggs - six to nine - at a rate 
of one a day. So that explained why a pair of these Hedge 
Mumruffins (another old country name) had recently 

become regular visitors to the fat block on my garden feeder. 
 
I may be lucky enough to find their exquisite nest – a tiny, barrel-shaped 
(hence the name) construction of moss and lichen, bound with spider silk and 
lined with up to a thousand feathers. There is no entrance – birds just part 
the sides as necessary. Many of the feathers are from the female’s breast – 
this not only lines the nest, but exposes her bare skin (which becomes 
distended with engorged blood-vessels near the surface) to form a brood 
patch. This allows direct contact of her skin on the eggs so she can maintain 
the optimum temperature for the chick to develop. 
 
And, just like Boris is exalting us to do in the present crisis, the extended 
family – last year’s young, siblings, uncles and aunts all pull together to help 
the parents feed and care for their brood. This behaviour is almost unique 
amongst birds – let’s hope it’s more common amongst us! 
 
So as all of us are set to spend more time at home over the coming months, 
we can at least be sure of entertainment from bumbarrels and the many 
other birds busily reproducing in our gardens. If you log into Farleigh events 
and navigate to Farleigh Feathers, you’ll can also see some photos I took last 
year of a whole family of these Bum Towels (yet another name) lined up in a 
bush for feeding. 
 

 
NEW ON THE WEBSITE 
There is a very interesting article about Spud Murphy on www.thefarleighs.co.uk. Spud was the station manager at 
East Farleigh whose care - for his station and for his commuters - became a legend. 
 
  

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN by Jon Fenlon  
 
April looks to be like a COVID 19 shut down for most people but the silver lining is: you 
get more time to tend to your garden. This could make this, the best your garden has 
ever been. They say a one year’s worth of weed, is equal to seven years of weed seed! 
 
So if you can hit the weeds hard this year it will do you a favour in the years to come. 
You can hoe, hand weed, or even buy hand torches that burn them off completely. This 
is the last chance to add a good layer of mulch around shrubs or entire beds if they are 
not yet growing, which will also help keep the weeds under control. 
  
If the lawn if looking a bit ropey you can still scarify out the thatch, top dress and seed. 
The warming soil and April showers should help the seed on its way. Or if your lawn is 
looking full but needs a pick me up you can now give it a nitrogen based fertiliser to get it going. 
  

There are lots of lovely bulbs 
and spring flowers around the 
garden including these… 
 
If you need to move any 
shrubs around this is your last 
chance until 
October/November depending 
on the weather. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At Smiths Hall we have recently planted some new hedgerows 
including Beech, Copper Beech and Hornbeam (see right). These 
have all been giving a good amount of compost and fish blood and 
bone meal, so they get off to a good start. It was all mixed in the 
planting trench so that the roots have good loose soil to easily root in 
to and establish easier, plus the add nutrients should provide 
everting they need. 
  
Please remember to follow the government guidelines at this time, 
stay safe and enjoy this time getting some fresh air and exercise, 
while making your gardens look wonderful! 
  
Jon 
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OUR MONTHLY LITTER PICK IS ON HOLD FOR NOW BUT DON’T LET THAT STOP YOU 
PICKING UP THE LITTER NEAREST TO YOUR DRIVEWAY!  
 
THE LITTER LOUTS HAVE BEEN OUT IN FORCE RECENTLY! 
 
 

 
 

 THE FARLEIGHS WI 
Report from our last meeting: the newly renovated Hall floor was duly admired. Thanks to 
all those who helped us raise the money to have it done. 
 
We welcomed back Peter Jones, an author, who amused us with the trials and tribulations 
of getting his books published.  
 

All meetings, groups and outings are cancelled until further notice. 
 
 
 

 EVERGREENS 
We had Fish and Chips in the church, as the WI Hall was having its floor refurbished. Pete 
and Co decided not to come as they had recently passed through Hong Kong. So, Helen 
Swan gave a brief history of the church and pointed out things of interest. 
 
Back to the WI Hall for our next meeting. Sue and Maria from the Heart of Kent Hospice 
came along to tell us about the Hospice. We all know that it gives wonderful end of life 
care but we did not know what else it does.  
 
ELMER IS COMING. In the summer Maidstone may be full of elephants! This is a fund 

raising and awareness project for the Hospice. Lets hope they are allowed! 
 
All further meetings and outings are cancelled until further notice. 
. 
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VIEW FROM THE SCOREBOARD by Terry Baines 
 

FOOTBALL: Not many games were played last month due to the waterlogged conditions.   
Our 1st XI played twice.  We started with a fine victory 2-1 away to Bearsted, but then lost 2-0 at 
home to Tenterden. 
 
Meanwhile our 2nd XI lost to Farnborough 2-0 in the Cup a-e-t.  This was followed by a surprising 5-
3 defeat by Swanley.  I say surprising because we had beaten them 13-0 only a few weeks before!  

Finally we played Wilderpark in our Cup semi-final and – great news! – we won 3-0 a-e-t.  We are now looking 
forward to the final.  
 
Our Veterans have played just one game last month, against Charter Diamonds at home and lost 5-4 in a 
high scoring match. 
 

 
CRICKET: We had nets planned to start at Sutton Valence school on 24th April but we have 
suspended them for the obvious reason. But we still hope for a (shortened) cricket season.  We are 
actively recruiting cricketers.  Are you ready to get back or give it a go? Please contact Trevor 07710 
928382. 
 

 
 
NETBALL: Our gallant netballers have just finished their first season in the Winter League.  Sadly we 
will be relegated but we can look back with a lot of pride on our first performances.  We now look 
forward to the Summer League which will start in May - or whenever the virus allows. 
 

 
Club news: Our general knowledge quiz on Saturday 18th April is POSTPONED. 

 
TON UP CLUB – this month’s lucky winners 

March: 156 John Epps £30; 57 Gary Reid £20; 97 Don Shilling  
 

 
Yours in Sport 
Tel (815267) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VILLAGE EVENTS  
 
THE PLANT SALE, THE INNOMINATA CONCERT, THE CAR TREASURE HUNT AND ALL QUIZ NIGHTS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED. 
ALSO THE EAST FARLEIGH FARMERS MARKET.  DR JAZZ (13TH JUNE) AND THE VILLAGE CRICKET MATCH AND BBQ (JUNE 23RD) 
REMAIN POSSIBLE IF WE FOLLOW THE RULES! 
 
THERE ARE NO SCHEDULED EVENTS BUT CHECK THE WEBSITE www.thefarleighs.co.uk for the latest news. 

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/

