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INNOMINATA 
SUNDAY 29TH MARCH 

3 PM IN WEST FARLEIGH CHURCH 
A GREAT CHOIR SINGING a wide variety of music across the ages, from 

early church music to spiritual/gospel,1930s, modern classics and pop.  
AFTERNOON TEA WITH PROSECCO IN THE INTERVAL. 

 
Tickets £20 from Sue O’Donnell 01622 727852 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net 

ALL PROFITS TOWARDS UPGRADING THE HEATING IN THE CHURCH 

____________________________________ 
WEST FARLEIGH COMMUNITY CENTRE FUND 

PUBLIC MEETING REPORT -17th February 2020 at 7.30 pm 
There were 19 villagers and 4 Trustees at the meeting 

 
The present situation was explained. There is about £15,000 in the pot. 
There is an offer of a 50 -lease on a piece of land next to the football hut in Charlton Lane, with a rent of £500 per 
year to be reviewed every 10 years. Discussions had taken place with the Sports Cub over the shared use of the 
kitchen and disabled toilet in their hut. The cost of building the new room would be between £40,000 and £50,000.  
 
There was a stipulation that the room could not be used commercially i.e. it could not be let out for parties, exercise 
classes etc. 
 
As you can see, it is not a viable proposition. The villagers were asked to vote on the closure of the Community Fund 
Project. The vote was 18 to close and 1 against. The problem of what to do with the money was then discussed. 
The constitution states that the money should go towards such charitable purposes for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of West Farleigh and neighbourhood but how and on what, needed to be debated. The Trustees had discussed this 
and it will be their decision which will go to the Charity Commissioners when the fund is closed. They had thought 
that it would be good to give money to the Parish Council to replace the posts around the village Green with 
stronger synthetic posts, refurbish the village sign and to give some money to the WI Hall in East Farleigh, which is in 
need of some refurbishment as well as the West Farleigh in Bloom Group. 
 
The WI Hall was built in East Farleigh by ladies from both East and West Farleigh and it is in the constitution that it is 
for the benefit of both villages. 
 
Adult Exercise equipment on the Green was suggested, also a seat by the bus stop at Goulston Villas, a mini bus and 
chains between the posts on the Green. It was also suggested that it be given to the church as part of the fundraising 
to improve the heating, as it is being used more and more as a community venue. There was not an obvious plan 
coming forward and the villagers were asked to vote, to allow the Trustees to decide, after hearing all the 
suggestions. This was passed unanimously. 
 

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
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PASTORAL LETTER                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
I’ve been suffering with a virus/cold/chesty cough for a few weeks now. When 
it first kicked off, I was walking out of church and I sneezed very loudly. “Bless 
you” said Barry. Then “where does that expression come from?”  It’s a good 
question isn’t it? I am fascinated by the origins of sayings. That particular one 
– a contraction of “God bless you!” -  has two possible answers. One is that 
sneezing is expelling some kind of demon, and the second – more likely – is 
that Pope Gregory suggested a quick prayer for those who sneezed during the 
bubonic plague in Rome, in the belief that God’s blessing would ward off the 
source of the infection.  
 
There are many others in a similar vein. Strewth! is a contraction of “Ain’t that 
God’s truth!”, often used as an expression of surprise. Blimey is another expression of surprise and stems 
from another contraction: “God blind me!” Even worse (depending on your perspective) is the contraction 
of “Christ kill me!” into Crikey! Gadzooks (not often heard in my circle of acquaintances) comes from 
“God’s hooks” – a reference to the nails of crucifixion on the cross. Many of these expressions develop as a 
way of minimising the effect of an unplanned expression of exasperation, for example “flipping heck” 
having the same initials as another, rather more unsavoury expression.  
 
Calling upon God (or the Lord) is a well-known activity in the historic faith of the church, and there are over 
60 Bible verses which directly reference it. The calling upon the Lord has several purposes or effects. 
Abraham called upon the Lord in praise and worship, giving God his rightful place. The Psalmists do 
likewise, and also call upon God in thanksgiving. The Bible tells us that those who call upon the Lord will be 
saved from their sins. Mostly, their calling upon the Lord is at times of stress or distress. How true that is 
for us today, too. Maybe instead of using an expletive in our moments of difficulty we might do as King 
David did. Psalm 18:6 tells us “In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried to my God for help; He 
heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears” and in doing so 
honour the name of God, and seek his help during our times of trouble. 
 
Many blessings, 
Peter Callway 
        
SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
Sunday 8th March              9.30 am  Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd March  9.30 am  Mothering Sunday Family Service 
Sunday 29th March  10.30 am  Benefice Service at Linton Church 
 
SPECIAL BENEFICE SERVICE WITH URMAS KARILEET from the Estonian Church we are twinned with 
Sunday 1st March           10.30 am  Trinity Church Coxheath 
 
WORLD PRAYER DAY 
Friday 6th March  7.00 pm  Holy Trinity Church Coxheath 
The service is entitled “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” and has been prepared by Christian Women of Zimbabwe 
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WEST FARLEIGH IN BLOOM  
South and South East in Bloom Competition & the West Farleigh Bloomers! 

         
With the days getting longer we can start to look forward to 
Spring – and having planted 1500 bulbs in September last year 
around the village we can’t wait for them to come into flower.   
This year, with the help of Kent Wildlife, we want to focus on 
wild life/wild flower verges around the village.  Kent Wildlife 
Trust have offered to do a talk for any interested villagers on 
“Gardening for Wildlife” and we hope to be able to publish a 
date for this soon. 
We will also be providing splashes of colours around the village 
with our planters – and will of course be encouraging everyone 
to keep our sunflower theme going.   Did you know that 
sunflowers are team players?  Research suggests they co-
operate with neighbouring plants to share fertile patches of soil 
– sending out fewer roots. 

We are always open to new ideas – please contact us via bloom@thefarleighs.co.uk 
 
 
DETECTORISTS 

Good day Treasure Hunters, 
Welcome to my monthly update.  
News:  
 
Were back after a long break. Lots to tell: - we have welcomed 6 new members 
including 2 new ladies. See this hunting lark isn’t just for us old boys. Go girls! 
We had a lovely new year club rally with lots of interesting finds: - Fabulous 
Crotal bell Martyn, New members Matt and Carl coins galore and a pretty little 
George V sixpence for me.  Also, for anyone curious about detecting, the cost, 
the equipment, we are organising a presentation from Joan Allen 
detecting accessories. Contact me and I will give the details.  
 
Find of the month: 
Goes to a friend of member Stephen who found a Celtic Silver Unit 
from 50 AD! and in the same spot a lovely Elizabeth 1st Shilling. Well 
done although I’m more than slightly jealous.  
 
New Year aim 
We are still keen to welcome new members and most importantly we need new 
permissions for land to hunt, so whether its field, paddock or rough scrub/off-set 
land. We remove all the buried and visible rubbish from the land, we detect 
politely and quietly and of course it’s the prerogative of the land owner to keep 
or share the finds. On this note I was delighted to recently present a 1939 Golden ring to one of my kind 
Landowners  
 
Contact me  😊 
Pete  Metal@thefarleighs.co.uk 
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GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE – FEATHERED AND OTHERWISE 
 
Looking at my sodden garden after the weekend of Storm Dennis, with 
overturned plant pots and a lawn strewn with dead wood and branches ripped 
from trees and shrubs, it’s hard to imagine that in just a few weeks’ nature will 
re-assert itself. But the signs are already there: a mistle thrush (known as the 
storm-cock in days gone by) is already singing into the wind at the top of a tree, 
a male blackbird is shoo-ing two other males away from his intended mate, and 
clumps of daffodils look pleasantly out of place in the untended grass.  
It’s said that the total area of UK gardens is greater than the combined areas of all our nature reserves. Just 
think of West Farleigh – our gardens will more than equal the area of the Quarry Wood KWT reserve. Their 
potential, therefore, for making a difference to our fast-declining wildlife is huge. Whether they are ‘wild’ 
or aspire to ‘Best Kept Garden’ status our gardens’ capacity for helping wildlife is enormous, and no garden 
is too small. If we want nature’s big showy things we need its little things too: bugs - the small things that 
run the world! 
 
Fortunately, bugs - insects, spiders, worms etc., everything from bacteria to bees in fact - aren’t as fussy as 
us and are just as happy to set up home in a tidy garden as they are in an untidy one - if we let them. So 
there’s no reason why keen Farleigh gardeners can’t also play a part in helping boost nature with 
additional food and accommodation for these vital creatures. 
No gardener will object to additional butterflies coming to nectar-rich flowers, be they native plants or 
exotic blooms from the garden centre. The inclusion of just a few modest native specimens, like ivy for 
example, will also feed a range of small creatures, often when the more ‘showy’ plants have finished. And 
small creatures will attract larger ones – hedgehogs, birds, bats and even jewel-like dragonflies if there is 
water nearby.  
Kent Wildlife Trust offers practical help to people who want more wildlife in their garden (for garden, read: 
everything from small patio to a couple of acres) through their Wild About Gardens Scheme. They will visit 
and offer suggestions on the small things you can do to help widen your garden’s appeal to wildlife. And 
it’s free! 
 

                                                                                             
 
Having a garden alive with wildlife – be it birds, bees, bacteria or boletus mushrooms (they’ll grow on your 
lawn if you mow around them) - will help ‘West Farleigh In Bloom’ too. Plants and animals soon spill over 
fences and boundaries onto verges, and as there are plans to create ‘wildlife verges’ around the village it 
will work the other way too. 

 
TUTSHAM HALL 
 
There is a very interesting article about Tutsham Hall on the website, a bit too long for Lifeline.  Follow this 
link to find out more about this historic site http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/village_history.html 
 
 

Just contact 
Maureen.Rainey@kentwildlife.org.uk  

01622 357829  
and ask, 

or visit their website: 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

 



   

  Page 5 of 8 
   

 

THIS MONTH IN THE GARDEN by Jon Fenlon  

SPRING IS ON ITS WAY 
Winter is on its way out and spring is just around the corner, we have had Narcissus 
flowering since the beginning of February! Let’s hope that the stormy weather and 
endless wet ground is over so we can start the year with a strong productive spring. Now 
we are in March it is a great time to plant your bare root roses and hedging, make sure 
you plant them to the correct depth and with a good mulching. An organic slow release 
fertilizer can be used to aid root establishment.  You can find specialized rose fertilizer in 
the shops. 
 

If you have any shrubs in the garden that 
need to be lifted and moved, now would be a 
good time to do so, just make sure the 
ground is not frozen or waterlogged. You can 
also still split and divide herbaceous 
perennials. This can actually improve your 
plants performance because you are 
removing the congested competition for 
space as well as the competition for 
nutrients. A general fertiliser like fish, blood 
and bone can be used on your shrubs or 
hedgerows to help improve their growth. 
Lightly fork the fertiliser in to the top of the 
soil, or sprinkle the fertiliser directly on the 
bed and mulch over the top. 

 
Staking plants is essential for certain plants that cannot support their own weight when they flower, or to get a better 
display over a larger area. There are a variety of ways to make your own supports in the garden by using hazel. You 
can make structures of all different shapes and sizes using solid stakes as main supports, or use multiple branches to 
create a web of support throughout the plant. There are also dozens of training and support systems on the market 
which can be used on walls or free standing, just be sure to buy solid metal items so they withstand the elements for 
a long time. The hollow tubed varieties do not last long in my experience. 
 
For anybody wanting a nicer lawn this year now is the time to fix and repair the edges, use a sharp half-moon edger 
to get a good line. If moss is present in the lawn use a moss killer and rake over once it has done the job on a small 
lawn or on larger lawns use a driven scarifier. Also remove any tap rooted weeds by using a dandelion puller or spray 
off with a selective weed killer which will not affect the lawn. 
 
Don't forget to feed the birds throughout March as they are starting to build their nests. 
  
 

 

 
OUR MONTHLY LITTER PICK WILL BE ON SUNDAY 1ST MARCH AT 9AM ON THE VILLAGE 
GREEN. DO JOIN OUR HAPPY BAND OF PICKERS 
 
AS USUAL BACON BUTTIES WILL BE SERVED AFTERWARDS  
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It was a very tense start to our meeting this month as 
we had many extra invited guests but no sign of the 
speaker.  He was lost. Eventually he arrived, changed 
and entertained us on ‘being a dame in Panto’. He 
was factual, so entertaining, and we all could not 
stop laughing. Did you know that cross dressing is 
called Drag, because it was written on the Directors 

Notes, to indicate the next performer was “Dressed as a Girl!”  Everyone left 
feeling happy.  It was lovely to see the Hall so full and we must do it again.  
At the next meeting Peter Jones (author will be entertaining us.  If you would 
like to join us, on your own or with a friend then please ring Pam 01622 
726337, we can ensure you feel at ease with your first visit. 

 
THE EVERGREENS  

 Sue Spiers came along and told many of Pam Ayres poems. Very entertaining.   
We all enjoyed her performance.  It was with great sadness, we had to                                             
announce the death of two of our members. Marion Walters, second wife of 
Laurie Walters and lately, partner of Bill Horn. Also Sue Sargent a fairly new 
member from East Farleigh. We are pleased to have a new regular helper, Katie 
O’Connor, who has moved into Vale House with her husband and family. We will 
be having Fish and Chips in the church, with entertainment (Pete and Co) at the         
end of February, as the WI Hall floor is being renovated. 
 

On March 10th we will have a speaker who will be telling us what the Heart of Kent does. So 
much more than end of life care. On the 24th March we will be going to the Boathouse for 
lunch. 
 

VIEW FROM THE SCOREBOARD by Terry Baines 
 

FOOTBALL: Due to the bad weather our 1st IX only played one fixture last month, and we were 
unlucky going down 2-1 at home to Deal in which we deserved to get something from the game. 
Meanwhile our 2nd IX started with an amazing 13-0 victory over struggling Swanley, and we played 
Swanley again the following week and surprisingly only won 2-1! Finally, a terrific victory over a 
good Roselands team to progress to the semi-final of the Tunbridge Wells cup. Not such good news 
for our Vets, we lost 3-1 to Greenwich and went down 3-0 at home to Riverside/ 
 
CRICKET: Just a reminder, nets are planned in March/April time - If you are interested in playing, 
please contact Trevor 07710 928382 
 

 
NETBALL: To date we have won three matches and drawn one this season and in all but one or two 
games we have had narrow defeats, credit to all our girls in which is a tough division. 
 
 

Club news: Our general knowledge quiz will be hold on Saturday 18th April at All Saints Church, West Farleigh. 
Anyone wishing to have a team or just come along, please get in touch. 

 
TON UP CLUB – we have two months’ winners to report 

January: 92 Graham Sinden £30; 27 Maurice Baggott £20; 102 Ian Payne  
February: 82 Megan Goldup £30; Wendy Stockwell £20; 112 Chris Patey-Ford £10 

 
Yours in Sport 
Tel (815267) 
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CAR RALLY/TREASURE HUNT 19TH APRIL 2020 
 
As many of you will recall, in April 2019 a Car Rally Treasure Hunt was organised in the village in aid of 
Action Against Hunger. 
 
It was so successful that people who took part asked if it could be made an annual event. So by popular 
demand the second Car Rally Treasure Hunt will be taking place on Sunday 19th April 2020. 
  
This time the proceeds will be in aid of All Saints Church, West Farleigh and the work of MADM (Making a 
Difference Maidstone) in their efforts to assist individuals who are homeless, in addiction, socially isolated, 
disadvantaged and in crisis. 
  
Details: 
Date:                                      Sunday 19th April 2020 
Times:                                   12 Noon to 5pm 
Starting Point:                     Tickled Trout, West Farleigh 
Finishing Point:                    All Saints Church, West Farleigh 
Price:                                     £20 per Car (Maximum 4 people) 

+ 2 Items/Person to assist  
MADM Foodbank 

                                                (to be brought on the day) 
Tickets: Tickets must be purchased in advance. We may have to restrict the number of 

cars, so you are advised to book early to avoid disappointment 
 

Please contact Sue O’Donnell on 01622727852 to book your place. 
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VILLAGE EVENTS 
 
Sunday 1st March EAST FARLEIGH FARMERS MARKET 
10.00 am - 13.00 am  Come along and try Marianna's delicious continental pastries and tarts or Dave's flavourful sausages, 

faggots, bacon, chops and meat puddings from locally raised free range pigs. Claire's delicious artisan 
bread. Pretty Mades jewellery. Pendlewick candles and Best Biscuits for dogs. Bespoke Bird Boxes, just 
in time for the nesting season! 
Please support your local small businesses and help our market flourish. 

 
Sunday 1st March  GARAGE SALE 
11.00 am - 15.00 pm  There is to be a garage sale at Dandelion Time, Elmscroft. They will be having a clear out and tidy up as 

they will be moving to new premises close by. Who knows what they might want to get rid of? Don't 
think it will be livestock!! Do go and support them, you might get a bargain 

 
Friday 6th March  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
19.00 pm onwards  The Benefice Churches and Linton Road Free Church will come together in Holy Trinity Coxheath. The 

service is entitled “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” and has been prepared by Christian Women of 
Zimbabwe  

 
Monday 16th March  WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
19.30 pm onwards  There will be a meeting of the Parish Council in the Conservatory of the Good Intent. Villagers are 

welcome and there is an opportunity to speak at the beginning of the meeting 
 
Saturday 21st March  WEST FARLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL COFFEE MORNING WITH THE POLICE COMMISSIONER 
10.00 am – 11.00 am  The Police Commissioner will be joining us in the Good Intent. Do come along and discuss your policing 

concerns with him.  In addition to tea and coffee, Jill will be providing her amazing cakes. 
 
Sunday 22nd March  MOTHERING SUNDAY ALL SAINTS CHURCH WEST FARLEIGH 
9.30 am onwards  There will be a service suitable for all the family, with flowers for mums and for you to take away. 

Coffee and Simnel cake will be served afterwards  
 
Sunday 29th March  CONCERT WITH INNOMINATA AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH WEST FARLEIGH 
15.00 onwards  Innominata is a mixed choir singing church, gospel/spiritual, 1930s, modern and pop music 
                                            Afternoon tea with Prosecco will be served. Tickets are £20 and available from Sue O’Donnell 01622  
  727852   sueodonnell@talktalk.net 

 
 
Friday 3rd April  DANDELION TIME QUIZ WITH SUPPER 
19.00 onwards  Dandelion Time will be hosting their Annual Supper Quiz at Coxheath Village Hall, Stocketts Lane.  2 

courses provided by COOK. Cash bar. 
  EARLY BIRD OFFER Book at table of eight by Friday 6th March and receive a complimentary bottle of 

wine.  Tickets £15 from 01622 814001 
 
 

Has anyone got a 2 or 3-tiered cake stand that we can borrow – please contact Helen on 01622  814445 or 07710 442971 


