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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own  

LIFELINE 
Distributed freely in July 2018 Edition no 501 
Editors:  Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor 
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 
 

All Saints repairs on track 
Work on the church is progressing well.  If you made it up the tower on our 
“Tea for the Tower” outings, you have seen the cracked and broken 
stonework. 

Well those stones are gone!  The turret has been rebuilt, new stone copings 
placed on the crenellations and the troublesome chimney removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The damaged stones on the upper string course (the decorative band of 
stone around the outside of the tower) have been taken out and the 
stonework supported, awaiting delivery of the replacement stones. 

Many thanks to Steve Hill and his stonemasons for their excellent work so far.  
There are more great pictures on www.thefarleighs.co.uk.  Pick Recent Images 
from the left side menu. 

 

Deadline for August issue of LIFELINE: 20th July 2018  

 

 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 
See back page 
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Don’t forget to look at our 
website for much more 
information about our village 
www.thefarleighs.co.uk 

 
Please contact the editors if you 
would like an article in Lifeline or 
on the Website – Email 
editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 
 

Follow us on Facebook 

 

Do look at our website and 
look at weekly activities. 

You will amazed what goes 
on. 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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Pastoral Newsletter     
 

Dear Friends, 

Do you sing in the shower? Perhaps you sing in a crowd?  Or perhaps you sing 
along with the radio or your favourite CDs in the car? 

It is a known fact that singing is good for you, but before you tell me that you 
can’t sing, stop right there. If you can speak then you are highly likely to be 
able to sing. You may need a little help ...  but even if you can’t you surely can 
make a noise and that is good enough. ‘Sing aloud unto God our strength; 
make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob’. (Psalm 81:1) 

Does God sing? Well yes, even God sings! Most of the descriptions of singing in 
the Bible are of the people singing but there is one where God is singing: 

‘The LORD your God is with you, ... He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
but will rejoice over you with singing. ‘(Zephaniah 3:17) 

I’m writing this letter after spending a day at a conference all to do with folklore and folk music and it made 
me think about folk music and the church. 

The composer Ralph Vaughan Williams famously used folk tunes in his instrumental music, e.g. English Folk 
Song Suite, but he also used them for hymns. He was the music editor of The English Hymnal and included 
more than 40 hymns based on folk tunes. His task as editor was an ideal opportunity to introduce some of 
the folk tunes collected by him and others at the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th. He used 
existing poems and texts, not his own original thoughts. On the other hand John Bell, a clergyman 
sometimes heard on Thought for the Day on Radio 4, uses the tunes of folk songs but adds his own 
contemporary words. He began writing hymns whilst ministering to young people in Glasgow and finding 
that there were none that said what he or they wanted to say; they couldn’t relate to them. He uses words 
that are direct and speak about the issues faced daily by the people he ministers to.  ‘What hymns are 
there that deal with unemployment, or with women abused by men? I’d like to feel that we are able to 
address domestic situations not in a patronizing way ... but as the stuff of human existence ... which deserves 
to be recognised in prayer and song.’ 

For Vaughan Williams the cultural strength of using English folk tunes was important; he wanted forgotten 
tunes to be remembered because they were from the songs of the mainly rural English people whose 
livelihoods were disappearing with industrialisation, and because the tunes were worth remembering. Bell 
uses folk song because it is there and ready for use; people know the tunes, they are already culturally 
embedded. The imperative is not to save tunes that may be lost, but to save souls! 

Singing matters. Souls need songs.  

Yours, in Christ,  

Sue Elliott – Pastoral Assistant 

Services at All Saints 
 
Sunday 1st July 8.00 am  Holy Communion (Traditional)          
Sunday 8th July 9.30 am   Morning Prayer (Modern) 
Sunday 22nd July     9.30 am  Holy Communion (Modern) 
Sunday 29th July 10.30 am  BENEFICE SERVICE at Linton 
 
Our Ministry Team 
Rev Peter Callway, Rector: 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays  
Rev David Jones, Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Fridays 
Rev Eileen Doyle, Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays  
Becky Parnham, Children and Families Worker 07949 646885 
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Little Angels calling… 
 
Are you looking after a baby or and under 5? Are you about on Friday lunchtime from1pm - 2.30 pm?  Come 
on down to All Saints Church and meet other mums and toddlers.  Mums, Dads, Grans, Grandads, carers – you 
will all be warmly welcomed. For more information contact Becky on 07949 646865 
 

Coming soon: a 25th anniversary celebration at the White House pub 

On July 21st, there will be a major Petanque competition at the White House, followed by a BIG BBQ and 60s 
night.  Registration begins at 12noon, games start at 1pm.  Also there will be live folk music with singer Keely 
every third Friday of the month starting in July. 
 

An evening at the Tickled Trout  

Ron and myself have been visiting the Tickled Trout for happy hour over the last few months and last month 
(22nd May) Ron we attended their wine pairing dinner. We had a wonderful evening all for £30 each. 

 
On arrival we were plied with what seemed an unending supply of the very moreish Leslie’s Reserve Sparkling 
wine. We certainly drank one or two of this gluggable (as described by Richard Balfour-Lynn) wine. 

 
Richard was on hand throughout the evening between courses to tell us about the history of Hush Heath 
Winery and the various event it holds and of course to describe the wine we were drinking. He was a pleasure 
to listen to – full of bubbling enthusiasm, passion, fun and some quite surprising facts. Did you know that some 
of the cheaper wines we buy in the supermarket only contain about 24% grape – the rest of the bottle is 
made up with artificial flavourings and chemicals.  None of that at Hush Heath, its grapes, grapes, grapes all 
the way to the bottom of the bottle.  

 
The meal consisting of a salmon starter, duck main and apple strudel dessert were a culinary delight and 
accompanied by Sparkling Rose, Chardonnay and Apple Wine respectively.  At the end of this gastronomic 
delight, we were able to taste a brand new wine which will be launched this year. 

 
Although the restaurant was nearly full, we were the only villagers!  Other folk had come from far and wide to 
attend – some had driven down from South East London on the strength of a recommendation from last 
year’s event. 

 
Thanks to all at the Tickled Trout staff for making this a memorable and enjoyable evening.  

 
Did you know that:  

 
- locals receive 25% discount on Wednesdays (pick up your fob) 
- happy hour on Praha beer, cocktails and certain wines from 4 - 6 daily? 
- There are specials throughout the week in addition to the main menu 

Plus of course themed events throughout the year.  See http://www.thetickledtrout.com/ for details or even 
better pop in. 

Jacky Taylor 
 
PS.  It should be said that Jacky and Ron are huge supporters of all our pubs!   
 

 
Litter Pick: YOU can make a difference! 
 
The monthly litter pick will take place on Sunday 1st July. 
 
Meet on the Green at 9 am. Equipment provided. A sociable activity with coffee and bacon 
sandwiches. More information from Terry Baines 815267 or Brian Cushing 812341. 
 

http://www.thetickledtrout.com/
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VILLAGE RAMBLE on FATHERS’ DAY 

My goodness what a great day we had. With 4 refreshment stops around the village and walkers and cyclists 
stopping off to see us we had a lot of fun and raised a hugely 
impressive £240 for planting around the village.  
 
Our 'The Farleighs' Facebook events, Village email advertising and 
door to door mail drop worked superbly! 
  
There were cakes on the Green in the gazebo: 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
and hot drinks, and more cakes 
at Jackie & Simon's house near 
the church:  
 
  
 
 

 
and further temptation with 2 honesty boxes for biscuits at the bottom of 
Kettle Lane and near the Tickled Trout! 
 
  
  
Thank you to everyone for such a great team effort.  
 

Evergreens 
We have had lunch in the WI Hall and one member told us of some of the events that she remembered from 
her childhood during the war, which included being shot at by enemy aircraft.  
 
The Evergreens enjoyed a trip to Merriments at Hurst Green, with a scenic drive there and back. The Cream 
tea in the cafe was superb. The scones were warm and straight from the oven, slightly crispy on the outside 
and tasty and soft in the middle. The tea flowed generously as did the conversation.Some paid the extra and 
walked round the garden and others perused the shop and plants for sale. We are grateful to our helpers 
who each took a car full of members. 
 
 On Tuesday 10th July we are having our afternoon tea in the garden of Smiths Hall. A beautiful garden to 
walk round. Our second meeting in July will be a trip to the Big Cat Sanctuary at Smarden on 26th.  
 
If you are retired and would like to join us, call Helen 814445 or Terry 814561, Transport is arranged for those 
who need it. 

  

Jill, Brian, Claudia, Lesley, Terry, 
Cathryn & little Sebastian 
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 View from the Garden by Jon Fenlon 
 

 
As the garden is full of flowers the best thing to keep 
it this way for as long as possible is to dead head, 
dead head and then dead head some more! You 
can cut hardy geraniums and delphiniums back to 
encourage new growth. Sweet peas can go on for 
months if dead heading frequently, and that 
provides plenty of cut flowers for your home. 
  
Watering is a must this time of year, water your 
newly planted plants, pots, crops and lawns if 
needed. Small pots will dry out quickly so check 
them daily to be safe. 
 
Keep on 
top of the 
tying in of 
climbers, 
sweet peas 
and 
clematis. 
You will 
want to 
check your 
climbing 

roses as the new young growth is easy broken in the wind. 
 
Pests and diseases are on a war path to take over the garden. 
Everything from rabbits to lily beetles, aphids, rust and powdery 
mildew. Plans should be made for control measures to be put in. 
Try cultural and preventative measures first before turning to 
chemicals. 
 
. 

 
 
 
  
  
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

If your irises are looking crowded, now is the time to split and divide them. Cut the leaves down to 
2/3inches, dig them up and split them using a weeding knife and remove any dead or damage. Once 
replanted in the chosen bed keep on top of the watering.  Iris should be planted with only half the 
rhizome below the soil level. 
 
Keep our NGS open day in your calendar: Sunday 1st July 11am-5pm. See you then! 
 

 
 

See Jon’s blog in full colour on www.thefarleighs.com 
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Farleigh Feathers by Ray Morris 
 
Mixed fortunes in the churchyard  
 
Blue tits in the three occupied nestboxes we monitor in East 
Farleigh churchyard have had a struggle this year. Clutches of 
six or seven eggs were laid in each. The pair in the box by the 
lychgate successfully fledged the full clutch; each time I visited, 
the female was sitting tight on the nest while the male was close 
by aggressively intimidating me with his calls. Such an attentive 
male was almost certainly making sure his mate, and eventually 
their chicks, were well-provisioned with food. 
 
 It was a different story at the other two boxes, where only two 
chicks survived in each. In both cases it is likely one of the pair 
was missing and the remaining bird was unable to find enough food for the whole brood. 
 
The same species has also been up against it in my own garden – three nests were predated, 
probably by a weasel, great spotted woodpecker or magpie. Robins, blackbirds and thrushes 
have also failed to fledge young so far. Nesting in hedges and shrubbery, they are not only 
prone to predation but also human disturbance – albeit usually inadvertently.  
 
With the impact of the Beast from the East, it seems at the moment that birds have had a 
tough time this year, with numbers of summer visitors like swifts also low. With luck, a benign 
summer and long autumn, along with a mild winter, will provide the wild food and 
overwintering conditions necessary to keep their populations up until next year.  
 
Let’s hope Ted Hughes’ words about the return of our summer swifts continue to hold true: 
 

‘Look! They’re back! Look!’ ..... 
... They’ve made it again, 
Which means the globe’s still working, the Creation’s 
Still waking refreshed   [for now.... my words] 
 
from Swifts by Ted Hughes 

 
However, my garden feeders are now attracting reasonable numbers of blue and great tit 
fledglings, with a sprinkling of young house sparrows, goldfinches and chaffinches too, so all is 
not lost. Given the lack of insects around now (even in the countryside) garden feeders are a 
lifeline for some small birds – and if you attract birds to your garden they will also tuck into the 
aphids and other pests on your flowers and vegetables. So it’s worth keeping the bird table 
clean and replenished. 
 
And just as the last of our summer visitors – the swifts – arrive, the first cuckoos are starting to 
leave us for their African wintering grounds. One of the birds newly satellite-tagged by scientists 
this year left his summer patch in Thetford Forest on 14th May, and by 15th June was in the south 
of France, at one point flying 528 miles in just two days.  
 

For an extended and illustrated version visit www.thefarleighs.co.uk 
 

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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View from the Scoreboard by Terry Baines 

FOOTBALL     

Believe it or not, training starts again in July.  If you feel in the mood – and who wouldn’t with 
the World Cup on - please come along.  Details to be finalized. 
 
 
CRICKET 
Our start from both teams has been very positive and let’s hope it continues throughout the 
season.  The first XI has won four of the five completed games.  Our only defeat this month 
came at the hands of Betsham but this was followed by two fine victories over St Lawrence 
and Sissinghurst. 
 
Our newly formed 2nd XI are competing well in all matches!  We started the month with 

victories over Withyham and Shoreham but finished with two defeats, both against Marden 
 
If anyone would like a fixture list, let us know.  Your support is ALWAYS WELCOME. 

CLUB NEWS 

Join our village BBQ at the Football Hut on Sunday 26th August, 1pm onwards.  Please bring 
your own food and drink.  We’re aiming for a good village social where locals can meet each 
other, hopefully watch the sun go down and have a good time!  

PS.  If you have your own BBQ, it could be helpful. 

TON UP WINNERS FOR MAY:  

No 98: Neil Tillott - £30 No 62: Yvonne Martin - £20 No 100: Zoe Martin - £10 
 
Yours in sport,  
Tel (815267) 

  
Hello Ladies, 
 
At our meeting this month Tia Bissenden (a granddaughter of two of our members) gave 
an fascinating talk about her school trip to Ecuador and the Galápagos Islands.  They 
had to raise £5,000 fundraising for the trip and also helped build a school and medical 
centre. 
 

There is much going on at the WI in the next few months.  We have a Prom on 14th July, tickets available from 
Jacky on 01622 236835 only £8 with the group Pete and Co.   There is Petanque, Ten Pin Bowling, a visit to 
Comp Gardens with a cream tea, Art and Craft Groups, Darts Matches, keep fit classes and much more.  We 
have singing in our next meeting! We would welcome new ladies to the WI Hall, Forge Lane, East Farleigh, or 
ring Pam on 01622 726337 who will be pleased to discuss any issues you would like to bring up.  
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DATE AND TIME  EVENT AND VENUE 
  
Sun 1st July East Farleigh Farmers Market 
10am – 1pm Go along for all their wonderful fruit veg meat and all their other goodies. 

Enjoy a tea or coffee and excellent refreshments. 
  
Sun 1st July Smiths Hall Gardens NGS Open Day 
11am – 5pm 300 rose bushes, herbaceous borders and wild flower meadow at their peak.  Teas 

and home-made cakes and quiche.  Adults £5 children free 
  
Wed 4th July ‘TALES FROM THE TOWER’ at Kenward House, Yalding 
2pm – 4pm Afternoon tea and a talk by Keith Hanson. Keith was Chief exhibitor and Queens 

body guard at the Tower of London.  Tickets £18 from kenwardtrust.org.uk 
  
Sat 7th July KENT POLICE MALE VOICE CHOIR at Kenward House 
7pm onwards Light Classical and popular music, songs from the shows etc. 

Ticket from 01622 814187.  Concert starts 7.30pm 
  
Fri 13th July PARTY ON THE GREEN 
7pm ‘til late Music and fun on the Green.  Music by The Accident. a very entertaining Rockabilly 

band.  Hosted by Pauline and Steve from the Good Intent. 
  
Sat 14th July WI PROM NIGHT 
7.30pm onwards The ladies of the WI will be donning their posh frocks and taking their other halves 

along to the WI Hall Forge Lane. 
They will dance the night away to Pete and Co. The villages own band. 
If you would like to join them tickets at Â£8 are available from 
jackytaylor50@gmail.com 

  
Fri/Sat 20/21 July VICARS PICNIC AT YALDING DAY with Fun Lovin Criminals, StarSailor and others! 
  
Sat 21st July 25th Anniversary PETANQUE competition, BBQ and 60s night at the White House 
 Registration from 12noon, games being at 1pm.  All welcome.  BBQ and dancing later 
  
Fri 27th July Caribbean evening at the Good Intent 
8pm onwards With Steel Band!  Pauline will be providing a Caribbean buffet at £8 per head. 

Dig out you flowery shirt and shorts and join in! 

 

INTRODUCING THE FARLEIGHS CHOIR 

The Farleighs’ Choir is formed of ladies from East and West 
Farleigh and nearby.  We meet on Tuesday evenings from 8-
10. Our choir mistress is Lynn Seeley, a professional musician, 
who works us hard, but we get to make a great sound. 

We sing all styles of music, mostly light with songs from the 
shows, folk songs and new music written especially for 
female voices. 

The choir would love to come and sing at your wedding, funeral (or bar-mitzvah!). 

We will sing whatever is required.  If you would like to join us, we would be delighted to see you. No 
audition and you do not need to read music, but it helps!   

For more details contact Helen on 01622 814445 


