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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
 

LIFELINE 
Distributed freely in November 2017 Edition no 494 

Editors:  Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor 

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

 
Have you got your tickets? If not do so before the 31st 

October to take advantage of the reduced prices 
No family or reduced tickets on the gate.      Gates open at 6pm  
  

There will be music and entertainment throughout the evening as well as a 

range of hand-picked food stalls to satisfy your appetite! 

Don’t forget to bring your Guy for the bonfire with you on the night (there are 

prizes for the best) 
 

Please note that no glass, alcohol or fireworks may be brought onto the site 

by patrons, this includes sparklers as these are hazardous to livestock.  Car 

parking gates will close at 7:45pm 

Follow the link on www.thefarleighs.co.uk or go direct to the West Farleigh 

Sports Club site and click FIREWORKS at the top of the page: 

westfarleighsportsclub.com. For those without internet access, tickets can be 

ordered by telephoning: 01622 720810 
 

PETER BISSENDEN 

It is with great sadness the editors have to announce the death, after a long 

illness of Peter Bissenden. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Pam and 

their family. 

The funeral will be at Vinters Crematorium at 2pm on Wednesday 8th 

November. Family flowers only. Donations to the Heart of Kent Hospice. 

 

GREETINGS, LITTER PICKERS! 
 

The next litter event takes place on Sunday 5th November, as usual an hour 

of picking up stuff including, no doubt, many spent rockets and other 

pyrotechnics, followed by reviving hot coffee and a bacon sarnie at Brian & 

Lesley's. 

We're assembling on The Green at 9 o'clock outside the Good Intent.  

We look forward to seeing you on the day!  

 

All the best from Tel and Brian 

 

Deadline for November issue of LIFELINE: 20th November, 2017 

 

 
 

NOW OPEN 

HURRAH! 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
See back page 

 

 

 

In this Lifeline 

 

Pastoral newsletter………..2 

A new author ………..        3 

View from the Garden       4 

Farleigh Feathers                5 

View from the Scoreboard 6 

Organisations & events   7 & 8 

 

Don’t forget to look at our 

website for much more 

information about our village 

www.thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

Please contact the editors if you 

would like an article in Lifeline or 

on the Website – Email 

editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

STOP PRESS 

.Illustrated history of the 

church on the website. 

www.thefarleighs.co.uk 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
http://westfarleighsportsclub.com/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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Pastoral letter MIND BLOWN     

            
I have a weather station in my garden that is connected to a 

controller in my study, which in turn connects to my computer and 

uploads weather data to a global weather database called 

Weather Underground (you can see real time weather information 

from my garden on their website). My interest in weather goes back 

to my childhood, but I guess that living in Britain means I have 

absorbed the national obsession with the weather. I think part of the 

reason we are so interested in weather is that we have such distinct 

seasons, and the turning of Summer to Autumn is happening (with 

Winter fast approaching). Our seasons happen because of the tilt of 

the earth and our orbit around the sun. Some parts of the earth do 

not have seasons like ours, being hot or cold all year round. When I think about the delicate 

balance that brings this about, the fact that we have what are sometimes called the “Goldilocks 

factors” (not too hot or cold, not too hard or soft) that mean life can exist on this amazing planet 

we call home it boggles my mind. Of course, all is not perfect: adverse weather affects many lives 

– drought meaning no food, floods causing untold damage to crops and homes, hurricanes 

destroying all in their wake, dry heat causing fires that rage uncontrolled. And those things astound 

me too – the power of nature and the delicate changes that cause such powerful phenomenon. 

Giles Fraser recently talked about awe and wonder on Radio 4’s thought for the day. Two quotes 

he used were these: “To be human is to be awe inspirable” (Clemency Burton-Hill); and “Wonder is 

just a few clicks away from a reverential attitude towards existence.” (G K Chesterton) 

A contemporary worship song has these words. “I’m lost in wonder. I’m lost in love. I’m lost in 

praise for evermore.” Awe and wonder can lead us to ponder the very reason for life itself, and to 

praise the creator God who brought about the conditions for the Big Bang and life to emerge. The 

song goes on to say that “because of Jesus’ unfailing love, I am forgiven. I am restored.”  

That simply blows my mind. 

Many blessings, 

Peter 

Services at All Saints 
Sunday 5th November        8.00 am  Holy Communion (traditional)) 

Sunday 12th November                10.45 am  Remembrance Service 

Sunday 19thNovember                    9.30 am  Morning Prayer (traditional) 

Sunday 29th October                      9.30 am  Holy Communion (Modern)         

 

Our Ministry Team 
Rev Peter Callway, Rector: 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays  

Rev David Jones, Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Fridays 

Rev Eileen Doyle, Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays  

Becky Parnham, Children and Families Worker 07949 646885 

 

Church available for hire 
The Church is available to hire for meetings, classes, concerts etc. There is a kitchen with an urn, 

kettle, crockery and cutlery plus tables and chairs. An outside toilet is attached to the church, no 

spiders! If you are interested contact Val Grainger on 820305 or vgrainger38@btinternet.com 
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A NEW AUTHOR IN THE VILLAGE 

 
Stephen Norman has used his banking technology 

experience to write a novel. His novel explores the 

threat to the modern world from cyber terrorism. Chris 

Peters his protagonist, loves his work, the excitement of 

the trading floor, the impossible deadlines and the 

constant challenge of the superfast computers in his 

care. But his dreams turn sour as mysterious melt downs 

begin to hit datacentres across the grid and a true 

banking collapse threatens………… 

It is difficult to convey the terror and the mind-numbing 

panic that accompanies the simple words “The trading 

floor is down”. Trading down is published by Endeavour 

Press as an eBook. Out on 9th November It can be 

 pre-ordered on Amazon  at £2.99 

 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE LITTLE ANGELS?  

Are you aware of the parent and toddler group (Little Angels) that meets in All Saints church on a Friday   

afternoon in term time? 

This facility provides free-play activities for your little person and gives them the opportunity to socialise with 

other children of a similar age in a care-free environment. Parents/Grandparents/Carers/Responsible Adults 

who accompany the children are given a hot drink and the chance to chat and build friendships with other 

adults who understand the challenges that little people can pose!   

It operates on a donation only basis but even so is still underused and we would like to know why. 

Maybe the day doesn’t suit, or the time is wrong?  Maybe there is another way the church could be utilised 

to support you and your family? 

This is your chance to have your say about what family orientated activities do and don’t take place in your 

village.  Please email Becky Parnham on becky.thecat@btopenworld.com to voice your opinions. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12TH. 10.45 in All Saints Church. 

There will be a service of Remembrance. Do come along to this very moving service. The names of those 

villagers lost in warfare will be read off the village War Memorial, which is in the church. 

We need an (ex or current) service man or woman in the village to read the Immortal Words.  Please 

contact the church warden, Val Grainger on 820305. 

  

mailto:becky.thecat@btopenworld.com
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 View from the Garden by Jon Fenlon 
 
 

WHEN AUTUMN LEAVES BEGIN TO FALL 

 
 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now it’s that time of year when the leaves keep falling and you are constantly trying to keep your borders and 

lawns clear and tidy. But the one good thing is that leaf mould can be made from all of your hard efforts of 

collecting the leaves. Leaf mould is a great compost or mulch and doesn’t take too long to rot down. If you have 

a compost system in place you could just add it to that or make it on its own. There are many different ways 

people make leaf mould depending on the quantity.  A quick search online will reveal lots of detailed advice 

about what option might work best for you. 

 

What about all the undesirable things in your garden such as perennial weeds, infected or diseased material?  

It’s best to put it all on the bonfire.  So when you’re doing your pruning and leaf collecting if anything looks not 

quite right to you try to identify the issue and burn it. The ash can then be used in the garden or mixed in to the 

compost next time it’s turned over. 

 

You can prune roses from now but I always wait until the leaves have dropped which makes it easier and quicker 

to prune. If you are not going to prune your roses until December its best to check them for any wind rock now and 

do a couple of snips or staking so nothing snaps off in any storms we might have. Also it is best to rake up the rose 

leaf to help prevent black spot from occurring. We always put rose leaves on the bonfire for this reason. 

 

It’s not too late to plant your spring bulbs. Best to do it before the ground is frozen or too wet to work with. Tulips 

don’t like sitting in wet ground so if you have a particularly wet garden you might want to plant your tulips in pots 

and then plant out once they are more established. 

 
It’s recommended that glue or grease bands are put around the trunks of fruit trees to help stop moths/caterpillars 

climbing up from the ground to mate and lay eggs. This should help prevent less damage to the trees next year. 

 

Keep an eye on your holly if you want to make a wreath this year. 

Once it’s ready cut it off and place it in a bucket of water in the shade, 

somewhere cool and away from birds. It should be happy like this until 

you need to use it for wreath making. 

 

 

 

 

Once your garden starts to look a little bare of seed and fruit it might be a good idea to put up some bird feeders 

to help the birds get through the winter months. Birds are also helpful when it comes to pest control so it doesn’t 

hurt to make sure they keep visiting your garden. 

 
 

Full colour version is on-line www.thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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Farleigh Feathers by Ray Morris 
 

 

WAR BIRDS? 
 

November often has the first hard weather of the winter. So be prepared for even greater numbers of 

woodpigeon and stock doves in surrounding fields, as thousands can descend on us to escape freezing 

conditions further north. Although Aristotle understood why some birds migrate, scientists are still unraveling the 

mysteries of how they actually do it. Navigation strategies include using the position of the sun and stars, sensing 

polarised light or the earth’s magnetic field, as well as simple sight and smell (yes, some birds have a very good 

sense of smell!) to remember where they’ve been before. 

 

 

 

 
 

But the pigeon was the first species to have its uncanny skill exploited by man. Homing pigeons were extensively 

used in the two World Wars and there is no doubt that the carnage could have been even worse were it not for 

their unerring ability to find their way back to their loft - even though this was on a lorry moving around the 

battlefield! - with life-saving messages. Many were awarded the Dickin Medal (the animals’ VC), including a bird 

called William of Orange who was credited with saving the lives of 2000 allied airborne soldiers at the battle of 

Arnhem in 1944, after covering the 250 miles back to England in just four and a half hours with invaluable 

information about the soldiers’ plight. 

 

So as you walk to church on Remembrance Sunday, look for the pigeons in the fields and reflect on what might 

have been had their relatives’ incredible ability not been harnessed. 

 

It isn’t just the cold weather that causes an influx of northern birds; a crop failure of a species’ main food has the 

same effect. Waxwings arrive in their thousands if their staple winter diet of berries, especially rowan, is reduced in 

this way. Some have already been spotted in Kent this year, so if you have a fine display of berries in your garden 

keep an eye open for these beautifully gaudy Scandinavians muscling-in on the local blackbirds devouring 

pyracantha and snowberries. They arrive in flocks and often announce their presence with a delightful flute-like 

call. 

 

An extended and illustrated version can be seen online at www.thefarleighs.co.uk 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 

The Chairman reported that Larry Johnson has resigned from the Parish Council and he was thanked for all 

that he had done which was much appreciated. A number of burglaries had been reported and concern 

was expressed that once again there was no police presence at the meeting. Various highways issues were 

raised and it is hoped to arrange a tour of the village with an officer from Kent Highways so that these can be 

discussed. There was concern about the inconvenience to the parishioners as a result of the damage to 

Teston bridge following the accident. The finger post on the Village Green is to be refurbished and a number 

of damaged posts are to be replaced. Three villagers attended the meeting.  

Everyone is welcome to come to the next one which will be held in the conservatory of the Good Intent at 

7.30pm on Monday 20th November followed by refreshments. 
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THE HARVEST SUPPER WENT WITH A SWING 

All Saints was full to capacity on the evening of Saturday 7th October, celebrating the Village Harvest 

Supper.  

After a spectacular buffet laid on by the Friends of All Saints, Pete & Co struck up with a selection of old and 

new favourites.  

In addition to the honey roast ham, fresh salmon (x3!) and a cornucopia of salads, the party was enhanced 

by a donation of home-made cider and a case of wine from two generous parishioners.  Dessert was a 

delicious home-made apple pies made by villagers. 

One feature of the event was the number of newcomers to the village who came along - there were four or 

five new families, a welcome addition. It is hoped that some of them have been enthused to come along 

and help the Friends of West Farleigh Church. Email the editors if you would like to get involved. 

The event was - we think - enjoyed by all but also raised £895 pounds for the church, and another £110 for 

Pete & Co's Alzheimer's charity.   

HALLOWEEN 

Spooky Evening at the Good Intent!  Saturday 28th October. Music by Pete and Co. Go along and be           

s c a r e d!!!!!!!! 

Are you making Pumpkin lanterns?  Don’t waste the flesh. Make soup. 

Pumpkin Soup                                                                                                                                                            

Flesh from one large pumpkin needed. 

Separate the flesh from the seeds and chop it up. Throw it into a saucepan with ¾ pint chicken stock (use a 

stock cube) and ¾ pint milk. Add 2 teaspoons of sugar and simmer until tender. Blitz it, season to taste and 

serve it with croutons, dust with cinnamon. Enjoy. 

View from the Scoreboard by Terry Baines 

Football  

Plenty of Goals again for our three club sides.  Of the nine games played amazingly there 

were 54 goals scored in total! Only one defeat and eight victories! Our one and only loss 

came against Rusthall, which our 1st XI went down 3-0. However we’ve rallied since and have 

had victories over Burgess Hodgson 5-4 (after being 4-0 up!). A terrific 9-0 thumping over 

Aylesford in the cup and finally another impressive display beating Larkfield 5-0.                           

Meanwhile our 2nd XI playing In the Sevenoasks league for the first time, have continued their 100% start of 

the season winning all their games so far. We began with a 4-1 victory against Paddock Wood, followed 

by a 4-2 scoreline versus Roselands and finally a hard fought cup win over Hawkenbury 3-1.  

Not to be outdone our Vets have won their first two games. 4-2 against Farningham and a close 

encounter in an up and down game winning4-3 versus Inter Viagra! 

Cricket 

No play at the moment but if there are any keen players in the village, please get in touch. We plan to 

have two teams next season competing in the league, so new blood is important. 

Email paul@angloglobal.com or ring Terry 815267. 

Club News 

Our lucky winners for the last two months of our ton up club were:- 

 

September  Gill Payne £30 October Emma Pollard £30 

   John Day £20                                 Lance Boseley £20 

   Jason Brooke £10                                 Keith Dalton £10 

 

If there is anyone who would like to join and support our club, it will cost you £10 a year. You support would 

be very welcome. Contact Jack Martin 745491 

 

mailto:paul@angloglobal.com
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 EVERGREENS 

The Evergreens visited Bewl Water for a boat trip on the reservoir and a fish and chip 

lunch. It was a glorious day. The trees were just on the turn, making the journey very 

enjoyable.  

We picked the right day, pure luck! Bluebird, Malcolm Campbell’s recording breaking boat, was being 

tested. We were on the water at the same time and had a magnificent view. The staff were very attentive 

and helpful. Those less mobile were taken right up to the boat in an electric buggy. Fish and Chips was 

lovely, especially the chips. Crisp skinny French fries. Definitely a trip to remember. We are very grateful to 

those members and helpers who drove members there. 

We had Elaine Langton from Yalding surgery talking to us about how to go about getting medical help 

and reminding us to go for all the vaccinations we are entitled to. 

On 14th November, 2.30, one of our member will be speaking and on 28th we will be having lunch in the 

hall at 12.30. 

If you would like to join us ring Helen 814445 or Terry 814561, who can tell you all you need to know and 

arrange a lift if required.  

 

 

Congratulations to Barbara Skinner who was this year’s winner of the October Show. We 

all enjoyed a very sociable evening as we admired the many crafts on display by our 

talented members. 

Our next meeting is on 8th November when Janice Ramsey will be giving a talk on 

Antiques which should prove interesting 7 for a 7:30 start - why not come along and see 

what we are all about? 

On the Saturday 11th November we have a Table Top sale, selling Christmas gifts, produce, cakes and 

crafts, Marks and Spencer new goods, beads, jewelry and much more - time 1pm to 4.30pm.   On the 17th 

November we have a Cheese and Wine Pamper evening with Arbonne cosmetics - £4.00 entry - 7 for 7:30 

pm.  please bring your friends. 

Our W.I. Hall is in Forge Lane, East Farleigh, ME16 0HG. If you would like any further information on the W.I. 

Please contact Pam Lindon 01622 726337. To hire our hall please contact Karen Malins 01622 719763. 

Pam Lindon 

Email: pamlindon@btinternet.com Tel: 07711590402 

 

 

 

 

                                         
A MASSIVE THANKS TO ALL THE TEAMS AND TO EVERYONE THAT HELPED MAKE 

THE QUIZ A MEMORABLE EVENING! WE RAISED £491.73 WHICH IS AN ALL-TIME 

RECORD! 
 

 

 

 

DO YOU MANAGE A BUSINESS IN FARLEIGHS?  THIS IS FOR YOU! 

 We are going to launch a business directory distributed with Lifeline to promote local businesses. It will 

come out quarterly.  In addition, you will get a free listing on www.thefarleighs.co.uk with a link to your 

business website. For further details, please contact Helen Kirk-Brown at helen.kirkbrown@icloud.com 

. 

 

mailto:pamlindon@btinternet.com
http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
mailto:helen.kirkbrown@icloud.com
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Events 

Date and time    Event and venue  

 

 
Saturday 28th October 6th Annual Halloween Party at the Good Intent 

7pm until late Fancy dress, all ghouls welcome.  Decorations up the week before. 

 Music by Pete and Co. 

 

Friday 3rd November FARLEIGH VILLAGE FIREWORK FESTIVAL on Elmscroft Park 

6pm onwards One of the best shows around, great visibility.   

 Adults £8.50 (£10 on the gate) Family ticket £25 (not available on the gate) 

 Gates open 6 pm, music starts then. Best guy contest 6.50pm. Bonfire 7.00 Bar,  

 Food of all sorts.  Tickets at www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/fireworks.html 

 

Saturday 4th November MESSY CHURCH AT LINTON 

3-5PM Games, music, food and drink. Aimed at all the family from Tots to ancients! 

 Go along and find out what they get up to.  

 

Sunday 5th November    EAST FARLEIGH FARMERS MARKET 

10-1 East Farleigh Farmers Market at the Old School Hall, East Farleigh 

10am – 1pm Best ever line-up of stall holders: knitting wools, veg, fruit and meat, soaps and  

 Candles, fudge, cakes and croissants… 

 

Sunday 12th November   REMEMBRANCE DAY 

10.45 There will be a Service of Remembrance in All Saints Church. The dead from both 

World Wars will be remembered. 

.   

Friday 17th November    PAMPER NIGHT 

   7pm                              There will be a demonstration of Arbonne  beauty products. There will be Consultants  

                                           on hand to advise and let you try the products. Any orders taken will be delivered  

                                           before Christmas -presents maybe? 

                                            £4 entrance to the WI Hall Forge Lane East Farleigh, to include a glass of wine! 

 

Monday 20th November PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

7.30pm             There will be a meeting of the Parish Council in the Good Intent. 

 

Saturday 25th November TASTE OF LATIN 

  8pm                                   Latin music in Hunton Village Hall Tickets £10 from Mike 820429 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/fireworks.html

