“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours”

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own

FELINE

Distributed freely in October 2017 Edition no 493
Editors: Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor
Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

MORE DELAY: NOW BRIDGE TO REOPEN ON OCTOBER 8th

It's been a bad year for our ancient stone buildings. First the news of the
damage to the church tower, and now Teston Bridge has been struck for a
second time in 12 months, this fime by a reckless driver!. Hunt Street has
become like Piccadilly Circus2. A recent confrontation between a 40T
arficulated lorry and a queue of anxious commuters led to a 90 minute
delay. We have replaced the church on the front page as a gesture of
solidarity. (More of Ed Boyd's pictures on www.thefarleighs.co.uk)

HARVEST SUPPER UPDATE: GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

DESPITE frantic efforts by the Friends of All Saints, it has
proved impossible to fit in as many places as there are
people who would like to come. ® | But everyone can
still support our Thanksgiving charity appeal by making
a donation to the Salvation Army Food Bank in
Maidstone. Easy open tinned food and pasta are especially welcome.
Please bring offerings to the church for the Harvest Supper or to the Harvest
Festival next day (Sunday 8th Oct, service at 11am).

WELCOME TO THE JAMES FAMILY

~ Lorna, Andrew, Emily and Isabelle have
. moved from Loose to Ridgely, Charlton
! Lane.
Andrew is a builder and is busy
- decorating their new home. Lorna was a
- helpdesk technician for an engineering
company, but is now a full fime mum.
Family life is important to Andrew and
Lorna and they are very lucky to have
; " their families close by to watch the girls
5 grow. Emily is 5 and attends Loose
i UENa “ Primary School. Isabel is just T and Lorna
is hoping to ‘rake her olong To L|‘rﬂe Angels in the church. They would like to
meet more people in the vilage and join in village life. Lorna loves to be
creative, using a variety of media and Andrew’s passion is collecting
militaria. Andrew has also expressed an interest in playing cricket. I'm sure
the Sports Club will be pleased to hear from him!

I Kent Online reports that the 23 year old driver has lost his licence for 18
months with a £560 fine, £85 court costs and a £56 victim surcharge.

Upcoming Events:
See back page
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Don't forget to look at our
website for much more
information about our village
www.thefarleighs.co.uk

Please contact the editors if you
would like an article in Lifeline or
on the Website — Email
editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

STOP PRESS

IT'S A MIRACLE. Infinity
Broadband from BT now
available in West Farleigh.

Presumably they have finally
laid fibre to Cabinet 8 down
by Teston Park. [Ed]

Has anyone experienced
connectivity problems with
other routes viz Sky or other
providers since Infinity went
live? Please contact editor.

2 Only the intervention of a concerned Parish Councillor prevented the simultaneous closure of

Wateringbury Bridge.
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Deadline for November issue of LIFELINE: 20th October, 2017

Pastoral newsletter by Rev. David Jones

Oh dear, what can | say2 How often have we thought that or heard that
said when we've been told something sad, bad or worrying newse Words
often fail us and we almost go intfo a panic mode in case we have to say
something before we've thought it through. Maybe the facts that words fail
fo come out is a safety mechanism to stop us blurfing out the first thoughts
that come into our heads. Maybe it allows us to stop and think and to
reflect on what we are actually thinking and about to say. On the other
hand the first words are often the honest words even if not the best fo use in
the situation. A preacher at a service may often feel that faced with giving
a talk finds themselves with an empty mind. Nothing seems to be coming
along to say. We offer a prayer for divine inspiration and still the mind is blank. We use the ‘insurance
policy’ in the prayer that precedes the sermon to ask God to bless that which is about to be spoken, that
it may come from Him and that the listeners may only hear what God is saying to them. Is this a cop out
for the emptiness of the preachers mind as the sermon is prepared and delivered or a real pray of
acknowledgement that God is indeed speaking to all concerned?

So it is that | sit with the computer in front of me thinking what can | say in this letter. The offering of
‘nothing’ springs so quickly fo mind yet if | did that then maybe you might think that it is really time he
retired. Yet the truth is that | have so much in my mind at present | actually can’t put my thoughts info any
coherent order or a focused article. Perhaps it's better to stop right here and to be honest and to hope
that a ‘blank’ mind resonates with the experience of the readers - there you see I'm passing the buck
onto the readers to make sense of what | cannot express!

So as | close | offer you the words of my mother when opening a present | had given her one Christmas.
It was so obvious from her expression on her face that words had failed her until with a sigh she said to me
‘What is ite Perhaps we ought to sit and reflect at fimes rather than be forever rushing and worrying about
what to say and how to say it for our bodies and actions often speak louder than words. As Paul writes ‘If |
speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging
cymbal.” (1 Corinthians 13 v 1)

David

Services at All Saints

Sunday Tst October 8.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 8th October 11.00 am Morning Prayer (Modern)

Sunday 15th October 9.30 am Morning Prayer (Traditional)
Sunday 22nd October 9.30 pm Holy Communion (modern)
Sunday 29th October 10.30am Benefice Service, East Farleigh

Our Ministry Team
Rev Peter Callway, Rector: 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays

Rev David Jones, Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Fridays
Rev Eileen Doyle, Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays
Becky Parnham, Children and Families Worker 07949 646885

Church available for hire
The Church is available to hire for meetings, classes, concerts etc. There is a kitchen with an

urn, kettle, crockery and cutlery plus tables and chairs. An outside toilet is attached to the
church, no spiders! If you are interested contact Val Grainger on 820305 or
vgrainger38@btinternet.com
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West Farleigh Fireworks Spectacular 2017!
Planning for the West Farleigh Fireworks Spectacular for 2017 is in full swing and this year’s event will take

place on Friday 3rd November at Eimscroft Park. Gates open at épm and entertainment, food and drink
will be on offer until 10pm.

There will be music and entertainment throughout the evening as well as a range of hand-picked food
stalls to satisfy your appetite!

Tickets are now available - follow the link on www.thefarleighs.co.uk or go direct to the West Farleigh
Sports Club site and click FIREWORKS at the top of the page: westfarleighsportsclub.com

For those without internet access, fickets can be ordered by telephoning: 01622 720810.

With gates opening at 6pm you can expect to find plenty of entertainment, food and drink to keep you
warmed and occupied. Wherever possible, please walk or car share to the event. We are extremely
grateful to Geoff Martin for use of the land at Elmscroft Park and therefore keeping vehicles to a minimum
is essential. Similarly, please note that no glass, alcohol or fireworks may be brought onfo the site by
patrons, this includes sparklers as these are hazardous to livestock. Car parking gates will close at 7:45pm.
Live music will follow with the food and drinks stalls staying open until 10pm for your enjoyment.

As last year, we are requesting donations for the very popular Tombola Stall. Please send your
donations to Jack Martin or via the Sports Club by Wednesday 1st November.

Lastly, don’t forget to bring your Guy for the bonfire with you on the night (there are prizes for the best)
and dress appropriately for the weather. Please note that the event will go ahead even if it is raining! We
look forward to sharing a spectacular evening with you.

West Farleigh Sports Club

PS. Please do follow and like us via social media:
Twitter:  @WF_Fireworks

Facebook: www.facebook.com/westfarleighfireworks

Los Tres Amigos ride...again & again
Weighed down with flapjacks and yet
another muffin, Stephen Norman, Darren
Ward and Larry Johnson got back on their
bikes 18 times and rode on to the next
church. They rode around the Farleighs,

Maidstone, Barming and up ’rhg valley to ) ; ‘ gégmé‘cns:_ni_sﬁping @
the abandoned church of St Michaels, ‘ ) ¢ wan;ﬂspm gl
Roydon. They were welcomed by Bapfists 1| Y sel.’mms.fﬁ

i hwomu:h urches co.

in Yalding and the Salvation Army in E.
Peckham and raised over £200 for the
upkeep of Kent churches (50% goes to All
Saints, hoorah!) Sincere thanks o all
supporters and those who manned Al
Saints!
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View from the Garden by Jon Fenlon

I hope everybody has got their autumn onions, shallots and garlic ready fo go in.
Fingers crossed for a good crop next year!

| have chosen a mix of varieties this year so we can do a taste test and find out
which ones we like most as well as which ones store well.

It's fime to lift and store carrots, beetroot and any potatoes you have left.

Keep an eye on dahlias as when the frosts
start, the foliage will turn black and they will
need to be lifted and brought in. When lifting
your dahlias cut the stem down fo 3 or 4
inches and remove all of the soil.

Check the tubers for signs of damage or
diseases. If a tuberis soft | would suggest
throwing it away as there is a good chance

that it will go bad and could interfere with I Leaving a small amount osoil on can delay decay
your other dahlias.

Leave the dahlias out somewhere to dry for a couple of days and then pot them up in to bark/wood chip
and store them somewhere frost free over winter.

In the spring give them a small amount of water and leave them somewhere there is light. When the new
growth appears continue to water and plant them out once the frosts have past. Keep them in a frost free
environment and replant in the spring once new shoots appear and frosts have past.

Now is a good time to plant bulbs for naturalizing in the lawn.
| would suggest planting some tulipa sylvestris (pictured right)
as it looks great and will spread by itself.

So now we are in to October this is the last chance to do any
work fo the lawn whether you need to re-seed or lay turf.

This is a good time to do it as the weather helps out with
showers, a good amount of sun and the soil is still warm. And
it's also the time to scarify, hollow tine or solid tine and top
dress unlevel or bad patches in the lawn.

Choose a good seed mix that suits your needs whether that is
hard wearing, for shady areas or a fine lawn. We are also
cracking on with all of the hedge cutting, now there are no
birds nesting. It's best to get it done before they return in the

spring.

A full colour version is on-line www.thefarleighs.co.uk

Page 4 of 8



http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/

Farleigh Feathers by Ray Morris

JUST PASSING THROUGH

Spring and Autumn are the times to see unusual birds in the village as they pass through on their long-
haul migration fo and from northern Europe and tropical Africa. A bird you may be lucky enough to see is
the Wheatear (left). A relative of the Robin, it was originally
called ‘the white arse’ because of its conspicuous white
rump, but Victorian sensitivities demanded it be renamed! It
breeds in the north of the UK and as far north as Greenland
and winters in Africa. One was recently seen in the field at
the Horseshoes riding school; wheatears like to perch on a
raised rock, or piles of horse manure in this case, from which
they pounce on their insect prey! Another possible passing
visitor is the Ring Ouzel — yes, it is a bird: google it!

Small birds migrate at night, so keep your eyes open if
you walk your dog first thing in the morning as the migrants are busily searching for food to top-up their fat
supplies before embarking on the next leg of their journey.

It isn’t just the birds that winter in Africa that are on the move. Later this month will see the arrival of
fieldfares and redwings, close relatives of blackbirds and thrushes, from Scandinavia. | usually hear them
before | see them: fieldfares are noisy birds uttering loud ‘chack-chack’ calls as they forage in the
orchards or on ploughed fields; the smaller redwings, which are like song-thrushes with an orange blush
under their wings — hence the name — make a high pitched ‘see-see’ call as they fly overhead, often at
night.

Strangely, while we play winter host to these northern thrushes, many of ‘our’ thrushes and blackbirds
move south and west too, especially if we experience hard weather. So your regular garden blackbird,
robin or chaffinch may be feeding in a garden in Cornwall, or even France or Spain, while their regular
place in your garden is gratefully taken by birds from northern or central Europe.

An extended, illustrated version of this article can be seen on www.thefarleighs.co.uk

Sunhyll
Charlton Lane
West Farleigh

ME15 OPB

(3 rics

KIRK-BROWN LTD
Chartered Surveyors

01622 720810

Planning and Building Regulation Applications

Homebuyer Survey Reports

Building Surveys

Party Wall and Neighbourly Matters

Defect Analysis

Professional Member of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Contact Cliff on 01622 817769 or 07908 641668 Access Platforms

Email Cliff @Kirk-Brown-Ltd.co.uk www.AngloGlobal.com

AngloGlobal
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Lifeboats

Fundraising in aid of the RNLI

FRIDAY 13™ COULD BE LUCKY FOR YOU!

Join us for this year’s RNLI quiz night at the GOOD INTENT on
Friday 13" October 2017, 7:30 for 8:00 pm

Peter and Den have been huddled in a darkened room for weeks, preparing some fiendish
questions. Pauline is laying on a sumptuous buffet featuring fish and other delicacies. The
lovely and attentive bar staff will cater for all your drink requirements. Prizes for the top
three tables: a free meal at the Gl and bottles of wine.

All this for just £9 entry!

Tables of up to max 6 people, tickets on the night from the bar. See you there!

“HERE, SKIPPER, HOW FAR TO THE GOOD INTENT?"

—

RG Building & Property Maintenance

COXHEATH VETERINARY CO For All building works
P CE (emergenc?/l:;nlltg:tg no charge)
6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath KilcHEne Bathrooms.
Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly Maintenance/repair — Decorating/painting,
~ atmosphere 7 leaks/damage
Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities No jOb too big or small .

Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am — 7pm; Sat: 9am — 12 noon 3
competitive rates .

Email rgilbert2009@hotmail.co.uk
Tel 07779617817/07790089734
Mr Robert Gilbert

PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS
For Appointments or 24 emergency cover, phone 01622
734888
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View from the Scoreboard by Terry Baines

FOOTBALL: Our 1st Xl have recovered from a poor start losing both of their opening two
games. They went down 2-1 to Snodland, followed by a 1-0 defeat away at Wateringbury.
Happily we have won our latest games, beating Lordswood 4-1 and a marvelous 3-1 victory
over a bold Tonbridge Invicta side.

Meanwhile our 2nd XI, playing in the Sevenoaks & District league for the first time have hit
the ground running, winning all of their first three games: Penshurst 8-2, Hawkenbury 6-1 and
finally Kingsdown 3-1. Let's hope both sides can continue their good form.

CRICKET: Great news! For the second season running our cricketers have secured promotion, ending
up in the runners-up spot in the league. Congratulations to everyone involved. Although we lost to
Marden, we beat Kilndown which was enough to cap off another very successful season. It was another
great season for veteran Paul Baines who ended up top wicket taker in the entire league. This was also
the second time he has won it, well donel!

Club News: The ton-up winners for this month will be announced next month

o EVERGREENS

The Evergreens will be meeting in the WI Hall on Tuesday 10th October at 2.30 to hear
, Elaine Langton (Practice Nurse in Yalding Surgery) advising us whether to self medicate
or go to the Chemist for advice, make an appointment with our GP or go to A & E, orring 111 or 999.
Afternoon tea will follow.

On 24th October at the same fime and venue we will be having a salad lunch followed by
entertainment from "“Anything Goes”, a very jolly local group.

If you would like to come to either or both of these, please ring Terry 814561 or Helen 814445 for more
information and to arrange a lift if required. Leave a message we may be away!

Hi All.

What a meeting we had this week with Joe Mendel who talked about Houdini. He not
[ e only showed us slides on the life of Houdini, but also how he did some of his fantastic

escape tricks. Joe also showed us some of his own magic which was amazing. What
INSPIRINGWOMEN on easy speaker to listen tol

Our next meeting is on 11th October. This is our annual show and we have different
categories for all members to enter their items to show off their skills. We have a Macmillan coffee
morning on 28th September. All are welcome from 11.30am for tea and cake. On the 11th November we
have a Table Top sale, selling Christmas gifts: crafts, Marks and Spencer new goods, beads and jewellery.
This will start at Tpm and finish at 4.30pm. On the 17th November we have a cheese and wine pamper
evening with Arbonne cosmetics. Do come and join us, we offer a friendly warm welcome. If you require
any more information on events contact Wendy Barrott on 01622 744577. The address of the hall is Forge
Lane, East Farleigh, ME15 OHG. See you soon,
Pam Lindon

Email: pamlindon@btinternet.com Tel: 07711590402

DO YOU MANAGE A BUSINESS IN FARLEIGHS? THIS IS FOR YOU!
We are going to launch a business directory distributed with Lifeline to promote local businesses. It will
come out quarterly. In addition, you will get a free listing on www.thefarleighs.co.uk with a link to your
business website. For further details, please contact Helen Kirk-Brown at helen.kirkbrown@icloud.com
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Events
Date and time

Event and venue

Saturday 30th Sept
8pm onwards

Sunday 1st October
10am - Tpm

Sunday 1st October
10am - 4pm

Saturday 7t October
7pm for 7.30

Sunday 8th October
11.00 am

Friday 13t October
7pm for 7.30pm

Saturday 28t October
7pm until late

Friday 39 November
6pm onwards

MUSIC AND MEXICAN evening at the Good Intent
Music by the MockingJs (a quality covers Duet) with a Mexican buffet.
£15 per head. Deposit required, pop info the pub to buy your ticket.

East Farleigh Farmers Market at the Old School Hall, East Farleigh
Best ever line-up of stall holders: knitting wools, veg, fruit and meat, soaps and
Candles, fudge, cakes and croissants...

OPEN DAY at Keepers Nursery

Keepers Nursery is opening its gates for us to visit and sample the many different
types of apples they grow. They have a great many different varieties all grown at
the nursery. £5 per car. All money going to local charities.

All Saints Church Harvest Supper *** SOLD OUT **#
Come and join us for a cornucopia of mouth-watering food, musical entertainment
by Pete & Co, local cider & raffle. Tickets £10.

All Saints Church Harvest Festival
Come and celebrate our annual harvest festival service. We are collecting for the
Salvation Army foodbank - tinned and dry goods preferred.

LIFEBOAT QUIZ and FISH SUPPER at the Good Intent
Teams of 6. £9 per head. All profits will go the RNLI. If you can’t make up a team,
come along anyway and you will be paired up with others "in the same boaft!”

6 Annual Halloween Party at the Good Intent
Fancy dress, all ghouls welcome. Decorations up the week before.

FARLEIGH VILLAGE FIREWORK FESTIVAL on EiImscroft Park

One of the best shows around, great visibility.

Adults £8.50 (£10 on the gate) Family ticket £25 (not available on the gate)
Gates open 6 pm, music starts then. Best guy contest 6.50pm. Bonfire 7.00 Bar,
Food of all sorts. Tickets at www.westfarleighsportsclub.com/fireworks.html

Lhasapoo puppies for sale - just three boys and two girls remaining!

Our little Maybelline and Poppy have had their pups. Poppy had five and
they are 8 days old black and white and one chocolate and white. There are
three boys and two girls.

Maybelline had six pups, three boys and three girls: two black, two
cream, one gold and one rare sable. They are two weeks old. Viewing starts
mid-September. All pups will leave with info pack, full vet health checks, first
vaccination, microchip, worming, parent and grandparent K. C. reg
certificates and PRA eye tests and fo be viewed with mums.

They are a hybrid of the Lhasa apso cross toy poodle and will grow
between 7-9 inches from base of neck and point of shoulder to the floor. They
will either follow the poodles curly coat or Lhasa'’s wavy coat, be non-
moulting to low grade loss so ideal for allergy sufferers. They have the
poodle’s intellect and Lhasa's loving cuddly side and loyalty and make super
family pets who require low to medium exercise either with walks or a run
around the garden. They are equally at home on your lap getting all the
attention.

Only serious loving and caring forever homes please apply. Cost per

pup is £550 if interested photo updates will be sent to you regularly. A deposit required after viewing if
you're happy to go ahead. Please contact
Clare in West Farleigh Tel 07790 089734 email rgiloert2009@hotmail.co.uk
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