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“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours” 

Welcome to West Farleigh’s own 
 

LIFELINE 
Distributed freely in June 2017 Edition no 489 

Editors:  Stephen Norman, Helen Swan and Jacky Taylor 

Website: www.thefarleighs.co.uk Email: editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

SMITHS HALL GARDENS 

Smiths Hall Gardens will be open for the National Garden Scheme on 

Sunday 4th June 11am to 5pm. There are three acres of formal garden and 

nine acres of Parkland. Well worth a visit even if you only enjoy the teas 

served by the pool! 

PLANT SALE 

The Annual Church Plant Sale will take place at the same time at the 

entrance to the Gardens. (No need to pay to go into the garden) Great 

plants at great prices. Many grown in the village. If you would like to 

donate any plants you do not need, bring them along on Sunday morning 

and they will be sold in aid of the church repair fund. See page three. 

 

VILLAGE CRICKET 

What better way to spend a summer evening than listening to leather on 

willow with a glass of beer or wine in your hand, especially when you are in 

one of the prettiest cricket grounds around. 

The Village Xl will be playing the President’s XI on the evening of 23rd June. 

There will be a bar and a BBQ, come along and watch or better still, join in 

and play. 

 

Players are wanted, any age, any sex. If the Ambridge Cricket team can 

have women, so can we! No skill or experience required, JUST enthusiasm.  

Email Paul Baines paul@angloglobal.com or  

Stephen Norman stephennorman49@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Deadline for June issue of LIFELINE: 22nd June, 2017  

 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
4th June Village Plant Sale 

4th June Smiths Hall Open Garden 

10th June Coffee Morning 

23rd June Cricket Match 
8th July Concert and Tea 
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Please contact the editors if you 

would like an article in Lifeline or 

on the Website – Email 

editor@thefarleighs.co.uk 

 

STOP PRESS 

Both Farleigh Football teams  

Win Cup Finals! 

See Sports Report 

 

http://www.thefarleighs/
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
mailto:paul@angloglobal.com
mailto:stephennorman49@gmail.com
mailto:editor@thefarleighs.co.uk
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Pastoral newsletter  

I’m writing this Pastoral Letter after returning from a weekend singing with a choir in both of the Liverpool 

Cathedrals. The Roman Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral is modern, round and has some stunning artwork. 

The Anglican Cathedral is the biggest in the country. It is huge! It also has some beautiful artwork. 

Cathedrals have long been supporters of the arts - sculpture; painting, tapestry; music; and stained glass. At 

the moment there is a wooden and iron sculpture called The Outraged Christ in the Anglican Cathedral. It 

shows a Christ who looks as if he is about to leap off of the cross. His mouth is open and he is angry at the 

injustice. It is challenging. What injustices might Jesus be angry about today?   

I also saw a Titian painting, Supper at Emmaus, in the Walker Gallery in Liverpool. It shows the moment when, 

after walking alongside two disciples from Jerusalem to Emmaus without them realising that it was Jesus who 

walked with them, he was invited to share a meal and at the moment he broke bread they suddenly 

recognized him. One disciple, on the right of the picture, is in a worshipful pose – he has seen Jesus. The one 

to the left is shown in a posture of surprise. It is hard to know why they didn’t recognise him earlier but they 

had seen Jesus die on the cross three days earlier. They weren’t expecting to see him; they were grieving 

and may not even have given him a second glance.  

We don’t know what Jesus looked like; we have no photographs or images from that time.  If he was 

unrecognizable by people who had known him he could turn up anywhere and not be recognized. Could 

he be the homeless person that you passed by recently and that I passed in Liverpool? Could he be an 

asylum seeker? Could he be a hungry child in the Yemen? Could he be a lonely old man that lives along 

your road? The answer is yes, he could.   

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was ill and you looked after 

me ... whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matt 25 v. 

35, 36, 40. 

Doing nothing is not an option. Christian discipleship is not easy! 

Blessings, 

Sue Elliott – Pastoral Assistant Coxheath Benefice 

June  Services at All Saints  

 

Sunday 4th  June                      8.00 am               Holy Communion            

Sunday 11th June                   11.00 am               Morning Prayer   

Sunday 18th June                     9.30 am               Holy Communion (modern)  

Sunday 25th June                     9.30 pm               Morning Prayer 

LITTLE ANGELS On Friday 9th June from1pm - 2.30pm there will be a special Toddler Fun Session, in All Saints 

West Farleigh.  There will be inflatables with facepainting, games and toys, suitable for children from birth to 5 

years! Whether you are a parent, grandparent or carer you will be most welcome. Come along and bring a 

friend. More info from Becky Parnham, see below. 

MESSY CHURCH   

At St Nicholas Church Linton on Saturday 10th June, 3-5. Take all the family along. There will be craft, stories, 

games, songs, food, drink and lots of fun. A very different way of doing church! For more information ring 

Becky, see below. 

 

Rev Peter Callway, Rector: 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays  

Rev David Jones, Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Fridays 

Rev Eileen Doyle, Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays  

Becky Parnham, Children and Families Worker 07949 646885. .  
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OUR VILLAGE CHURCH: A “STITCH IN TIME” IS NEEDED! 

 

The body of the All Saints that we see today was built c. 1100 AD - 900 years ago.  The tower was added in 

1523 and extended in 1841.  But the tufa stone which is used in the walls and two internal arches was quarried 

much earlier than that!   According to local historian Simon Elliott, the arch between nave and chancel may 

well have started life as the monumental entrance to a Roman villa or temple in East Farleigh.    

  

Every 5 years the Diocese of Rochester commissions a report on the state of each of its churches.  Our last 

“quinquennial” report (July 2016) listed lots of minor things that need attention and three larger issues that 

cannot be ignored.  Here they are:  

 

 Problem 1:  The crack in the tower.  

There is a long thin crack on the south wall, eastern side (see left, view from inside the 

tower). The crack runs down from the steel under an old chimney in the corner. A rust 

mark can be seen outside. Damp from the chimney – says the inspecting architect 

- may be rusting the steel which has expanded, cracking the wall.   

 

Problem 2: the string courses and external stonework  

Water is bad for buildings; it erodes stone and mortar.  The 

tower of All Saints has two thin horizontal bands of 

ragstone, known as “string courses” (see picture 

right).  These decorative bands stick out from the walls, 

forming a little horizontal ledge.  Water from walls above 

runs onto the string courses and then drips down, straight 

to the ground; the stone underneath is generally dry.  So 

the string courses help to protect the tower from water.  In doing their job, they 

erode and must be replaced, once every century or two.  On the North and 

West sides of the tower the string courses have disappeared in places and the 

stonework below them needs to be repointed.  

 

Problem 3:  collapse of the protective rendering on the 

north wall                                            

The walls of the body of the church are covered in a pebbledash render, to protect the 

soft rubble wall (made of ‘tufa’) from the elements.  This render is coming away in large 

sections and needs to be repaired.    

 

You can see all this and more if you come along to All Saints on Sat 8th July.  At 2pm, 

there will be a tour of the church including a rare trip up the tower, followed by 

musical entertainment at 3pm, featuring the Kettle Bridge Concertina and the Farleighs’ 

Choir. A full afternoon tea will be served in the interval.  Tickets £10 (£5 children) from 

Sue O’Donnell on 727852 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net.  All proceeds towards the repairs. 

 

This works needs to be done before any more damage occurs. Do support our fundraising events. 

The church has been the heart of our village for 900 years, don’t let it decay on our watch. 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 16th May. Bruce Scott was elected chairman for 

another year, with Mick Merritt being vice-chairman. Mick is standing down as tree warden and Chris 

Stockwell is to take over. Ewell Lane will be closed in August to repair the water main. The current water 

main is to have a plastic pipe pushed through it, so they will only need to dig a hole where there is a 

junction i.e at each property along the lane. Speedwatch is to be introduced and Chris Stockwell is looking 

for volunteers to help. The annual statement was approved. We have a new PCSO Jasmine Day, who was 

not able to attend, but our three borough councillors all attended and reported back. Cllr Brian Mortimer 

was very complimentary about our parish council as he thought they did a great job. The accounts were 

approved. 

  

Missing string courses and damaged stonework 

1  The crack in the Tower 

Missing protective render 

mailto:sueodonnell@talktalk.net


   

  Page 4 of 8 

   
 

 

PARISH COFFEE MORNING There will be a coffee morning on Saturday 10th June, 10am - 12 noon in the 

conservatory of the Good Intent. Come along and meet your neighbours and your local councillors. 

Alternatively, just come and drink coffee and eat cake!   Everyone is welcome, do come along and make 

yourself known. If you would like a lift ring Bruce 814476 

Brenda Day 1916-2017  

Brenda was born on the 14th November 1916, on the last day of the battle of 

the Somme. She celebrated her 100th birthday last year, surrounded by friends 

and family. 

Her parents were Stanley and Florence Body of Little Randolphs, Biddenden. 

She had a younger brother John and an elder sister Joan.The Body’s were 

successful and well respected livestock farmers. Brenda and Joan were 

schooled at home by a governess, when young and then attended the Ladies 

College at Goudhurst. Staying on as Assistant Matron. She moved on to 

become nanny to Mr and Mrs Mowl, looking after two sets of twins. 

Brenda met her future husband riding to hounds with the Mid Kent Staghounds. The courtship did not go 

smoothly as Rowland spent too much time in the pub and playing cricket! 

At the outbreak of war, Roland joined up and in 1940 Brenda joined the WAAF, based at Stanmore, where 

she was an aircraft plotter and was at the table when Hess flew into Scotland on his peace mission. 

Brenda and Rowland were married on April 11th 1942 and Brenda was discharged in the October as she 

was pregnant. After the war they set up home at Elphicks Farm Hunton. Brenda enjoyed playing tennis on 

their own court, moving on to Bowls at the Hunton Club. She was part of a team which won the All 

England Championship fours. 

On retirement, 1994, Brenda and Rowlie moved back to West Farleigh. When widowed she was looked 

after by her daughter Diana, Greta Botton and Marden Medical Centre. Her interest in sport stayed with 

her, watching all sport, especially Tennis and Snooker on the television. 

BETTY UNDERDOWN       1934-2017 

Betty was born to Wyn and Charlie in Hawkhurst. She and her sister Chris and 

brother Charlie moved to West Farleigh, where her dad was a shepherd at 

Tutsham Farm. She met Tom in 1955 in the Chequers pub (now the Tickled Trout). 

They married in West Farleigh church in 1957 and set up home in Hadlow but 

returned to West Farleigh, via Coxheath.  They have  lived in their present house 

for 55 years. Betty and Tom celebrated their Diamond wedding this year. 

Betty worked outside on the farm for many years, moving on to cleaning for 

several families around the village. 

Betty liked playing darts and played for the Good Intent. She and Tom also enjoyed Country and Western 

music, some of her favourites we played at her funeral. 

Betty had been a member of West Farleigh Young Wives and also joined the WI. Latterly she was a regular 

member of the Evergreens.  Betty is fondly remembered by her husband, Tom, children, Juiie, Geoff and 

Andy, 5 grandchildren and four great grandchildren. 

SPEEDWATCH NEEDS YOU! 

It is hoped to be able to monitor the speed of traffic in our village. Volunteers are needed to do this, at 

least 6 people are needed. Please ring Chris Stockwell 812995 or email hollyvillas@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:hollyvillas@hotmail.co.uk
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 View from the Garden by Lee Brayshaw 
 

BLOOMING JUNE                     Full colour version on-line www.thefarleighs.co.uk  

 

The lovely month of June brings the glorious British summer and loads of exciting 

growth and colour to our gardens. The mad rush to get all things planted has passed 

and it’s time to enjoy all your garden has to offer. 

Keeping on top of your garden is the order for June and with regular pruning, 

trimming, weeding and cutting you can ensure you will have a garden worth enjoying 

all summer long. 

 

SPRING BULBS 

It is best to just wait until they die down naturally and start to go brown. The foliage just pulls away and can 

easily be cleared. 

 

A lovely late spring/ early summer bulb which are flowering now are Alliums. There are so many different 

varieties to choose from and they have become very popular in recent years. I planted a new collection of 

purple varieties under a tree last autumn which are now flowering. 

 

IRISES 

We have had a magnificent multicoloured display of bearded irises this year. They started mid May but 

hopefully will continue into June for our NGS garden open day!  After flowering you can split and divide over 

crowded clumps of irises. Choose the healthy new plants while discarding the old to the bonfire. Cut the 

leaves back to about 9 inches in length so as to avoid the roots been loosened by the wind. 

Remember to keep rhizomes in the sun so don't plant them too deep. Do this every 3/4 years. 

  

PERENNIALS 

Your summer borders full of perennials will be in full flow by now. Some of these you can get to repeat flower, 

especially the early ones such as poppies, delphiniums and lupins. Cutting them back hard after flowering will 

result in a second wave of foliage and in some cases a second summer flush of flowers. 

Remember to keep staking and tying in the tall ones! 

  

ROSES 

June is typically the month in which roses are at their peak, so ensure you stay on top of deadheading to 

keep your displays looking as stunning as possible. Watch out for black spot on leaves, simply remove these 

when you see them. Aphids will also attack fresh flower buds and growth on roses. Keeping them sprayed 

regularly with a rose spray will help. 

  

AND FINALLY… 

I am sad to say that this will be my last article. I have decided that after gardening for 35 years, since I was 

12, it is time to make a career change.  Gardening will always be my passion and I have loved every day of 

my career and especially working for the Norman family at Smiths Hall for the last 28 years. 

The garden will be open on June 4th which will be my last day and I would love to see you all there. 

  
EDITORS: THANK YOU, AND GOOD LUCK IN YOUR NEW CAREER. WE WILL MISS OUR OWN MONTY DON! 

 

  

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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Farleigh Feathers by Ray Morris 
 

JUNE: New life in gardens and hedgerows 
 

By June gardens and hedgerows are often peppered with young birds just out of 

the nest. They are usually ‘parked’ in a safe place by parents who return regularly to 

feed them. They are normally quiet to avoid attracting the attention of predators, 

but may make begging calls if any bird (or human) happens by.  

 

Although they may appear so, they haven’t been abandoned, so ignore the urge 

to rescue small birds to care for them yourself. Leave them alone and the parents 

will return to feed them. If you have cats in your garden, move the bird to a safe place (eg. perched in a 

bush off the ground) so it doesn’t become one of the annual millions of moggie victims. If you have a garden 

nestbox or a nest in your shrubbery, and a cat, it’s worth keeping the cat indoors in the early mornings as this 

is often when birds first leave the nest and are at their most vulnerable. 

 

It’s entertaining for us watching the parents desperately trying to poke food into the ever-open bills of their 

young, but the parents can’t stop, even if they wanted to. They are programmed to respond to the bright 

yellow gape of their youngsters by giving it food. In the nest, the chick with the biggest gape is likely to get 

the most food, so will have the most energy. In cold, wet springs when food for chicks is scarce, as it was in 

2016, the ones with the most energy will beg the most, getting the major share. So those with less energy (or 

smaller gapes because they were hatched later) are likely to die. Evolution has even given some chicks an 

advantage by providing them with conspicuous spots on their tongues which also act as a trigger for the 

parents’ attention. 

 

Busy parent birds will often take advantage of the garden feeding station, so it’s worth taking a few steps to 

help them in their seemingly non-stop task. First of all, avoid providing poor-quality food like bread as it fills 

them up without providing sufficient energy. Make sure food is not mouldy and keep your feeders and bird 

baths clean as young birds are especially vulnerable to disease. If you can find them, mealworms are ideal. If 

you don’t like the idea of live ones, dried mealworms are cheap and easily available, but soak them first 

before putting them out; nestlings rely on moisture in food for their water and a dry mealworm could even 

lodge in their throat and choke them. An excellent alternative at any time of the year is 500g of Lidl’s or 

Tesco’s cheapest porridge oats, mixed with half a bar of lard (zap them in the microwave for a few minutes 

to melt the lard). Our garden robins will sell their souls for it! 

Go to www.thefarleighs.co.uk for the full colour illustrated version. 

EASTER WALK  The editors could not decide between two contenders as it was difficult to identify what they 

had seen from their descriptions and photos!!!  A box of chocolates and an ISpy book of Wild Flowers has 

gone to Jacky Taylor and Sam also to Sue O’Donnell and Bev Hards. They all enjoyed the walk in Quary 

woods which is beautiful all times of the year but especially good in the Spring. 

      

 

http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk/
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View from the Scoreboard 

FOOTBALL:                              FARLEIGH TEAMS WIN CUP FINALS 

What an end to the season we had! Our 1st XI started the month with a terrific performance beating 

Staplehurst 6-0 but unfortunately couldn’t follow it up, losing to Willesborough 3-2 in our last league game, 

but finishing a creditable 4th place in the table. Next came Wateringbury in the semi-final and a fantastic 4-

2 victory and another final against Willsborough, after a close and hard fought match we eventually lost 2-1. 

Another cup final this time for the Tun/Wells cup, in an amazing game we found ourselves 3-0 down to 

Woodlands, in the second half we got one back but with 5 minutes to go it did not look good, but somehow 

we scored twice to force extra time and we eventually won 4-3. A great result. A very good season and 

encouraging for the season to come. 

In another remarkable game our 2nd XI played Seal in the Tun/Wells cup final.  This time it was Farleigh who 

had a 3-0 lead, only for our opponents to peg us back to 3-3!  With extra time looming, we scored the 

winner a minute from time, ending with another 4-3 scoreline to end the season on a high. 

CRICKET The cricketers have continued the good news, winning their first match, a friendly with Cudham 

Wyse, followed by a two league victories over Southborough and Farningham. 

The 2nd XI have had one game, a home defeat against a good Sidcup side. Lets hope there is more 

encouraging news net month. 

CLUB NEWS: Ton up winners for May            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

15 Gill Payne  £30                                                                                                                                                      

88 Karim Habibi £20                                                                                                                                       

146 Bill Emptage £10          

 Yours in Sport Tel  

EVERGREENS    A member Roger Sawtell talked about bee keeping and producing honey. He brought 

along a hive, and with help from Terry Ayears, persuaded his audience that it was full of 

bees! (Of course it was not!) It was very interesting and we were amused that it was the 

females that did all the work, the males just fertilized the queen. Roger bought along 

some of his honey which was rapidly snapped up. A ploughman’s lunch, in the WI Hall 

was enjoyed on the fourth Tuesday. The next meeting is on Tuesday 13th June, 2.30-4.30 

when we will be having a Garden Party at Smiths Hall. We will be going in at the gate in Ewell Lane. If you 

would like to join us, ring Helen 814445 and if you need a lift ring Terry 814561. 

At our May meeting we had our AGM, it was surprising to hear what we had achieved in the 

last year: a Murder Mystery evening, a Whist Drive, St Georges Day evening, Knit and Stitch trip, 

Indian evening, Christmas Party, trips to the theatre, Broadstairs and the Old Bailey.  We have 

made many improvements to our Hall, but still much to be done.  We selected a new President, 

Pam Lindon and a Committee to serve for next year.   All in all, a very enjoyable evening.   

During the past year we have supported the local community by helping at fetes and at the 

local school assisting children with reading.  There is always a lot going on not only in our own WI, but in the 

federation.  This year, there is a Dance Workshop, Singing Day, Whist Drives, Embroidery days, Art and Craft 

Days.  

In June on the 14th we have a speaker from Taywells Ice cream, with tasters!. I am sure there would be 

something you would enjoy, please come and meet us, we are very friendly, so if you are on your own or with 

a friend you will be sure of a warm welcome.   If you require any more information please contact, Pam 

Lindon 01622 726337.  Look forward to seeing you!!   
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Events 

Date and time    Event and venue 
 

Sunday 4th June PLANT SALE 

11.00 am to 5.00 pm There will be a Plant Sale at Smiths Hall. Bedding and Perennial. Come along and pick up a 

bargain or something unusual. 

 

Sunday 4th June SMITHS HALL OPEN GARDEN 

11,00 am to 5.00 pm The Gardens of Smiths Hall will be open for the National Garden Scheme. 3 acres of garden, 

9 acres of parkland some of it newly planted with interesting trees. Tea and cakes available. 

Also jam and preserves for sale.   

 
Saturday 10th June ST HELEN’S MONTESSORI SCHOOL’S PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION - FAMILY FUN DAY 

from 11 am to 3pm Harry Potter Workshop, Traditional stalls, bouncy castles and more in the school grounds 

 on Lower Road, East Farleigh 

 
Saturday 10th June VILLAGE COFEE MORNING 

10am to 12.00pm   The Parish Council will be hosting a coffee morning in the conservatory of the Good Intent.

 All parishioners are welcome, come along meet your councillors and neighbours. An    

             occasion for an informal chat and to say what you think needs to be done in the village. OR  

                                     just drink coffee and eat cake!  

 

Saturday 10th June  FAMILY FUN DAY AT ST HELEN’S MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

10am to 3pm   Harry Potter workshop, BBQ, music, Bouncy Castle, face painting and other traditional stalls     

                                           and games. Everyone will be welcome at the school on the Lower Road East Farleigh  

                                              ME15 0JT. 

 

Friday 23rd June                   WEST FARLEIGH CRICKET MATCH 

6pm onwards                   The Village XI versus the President’s XI at the village cricket Ground, Church Lane. Beer, wine     

   and a BBQ. If you would like to play, see front pages, or else just come along and enjoy the  

                                             atmosphere. 

 

Saturday 24th June          FETE DE LA MUSIQUE (EAST FARLEIGH FETE) 

2pm to 5pm                The fete has an emphasis on music this year. Come along and enjoy all the usual  

stalls and the music. As usual at the Recreation Ground Vicarage Lane East 

Farleigh, behind the school.     

 
Saturday 8th July          A CONCERT WITH AFTERNOON TEA 

3 pm                              There will a concert by the Farleigh Choir and Kettle Bridge concertinas, in West Farleigh  

                                      Church. You can climb the tower, from 2pm and see the damage that need to be repaired  

                                          and look at the amazing view. A full afternoon tea will be served in the interval.  

                                         Ticket £10 Children £5. From Sue O’Donnell 727852 or sueodonnell@talktalk.net  

 

  

 

 

mailto:sueodonnell@talktalk.net

