“"Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in village such as ours”
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13th May Dandelion Time May Fair
It's that time again! Spring has sprung, the 20™ May Sports Club Quiz
cuckoo is in the valley again and the Morris 4" June Plant Sale

th i
dancers are coming out to dance. In 4" June Smiths Hall Open Garden

accordance with our long-standing fradition

® (since 1985 anyway), Kettle Bridge Clogs will be
= at the Kefttle Bridge - also known as Barming
Bridge - on the evening of Monday 1st May. We  In this Lifeline

will be dancing across the Bridge at 7.15 pm, Pastoral newsletter......... 2
followed by a short donce d|sploy on the Barming side. After this, we will
adjourn to the Bull Inn on the Tonbridge Road (the Morris is thirsty work), for
some more dancing and then some fraditional music and song in the pub.

All Saints Church
Building or People.... 5

For more information, please have a look at our website This month in the garden..4

at www .kettlebridegclogs.org.uk, or contact our secretary, lan Sharp, on Jim Patch Obituary ........ 5
01622 721778, or by email secretary@kettlebridgeclogs.org.uk.

Farleigh Feathers............ 6

Sportsreport........c..oo...... 7

Next West Farleigh Litter Pick Sunday 30th April at 10.00 am Local organisations......... 7
Greetings litter pickers past, present and future!

Eventspage.........ccooeueai. 8

We usually do our thing on the first Sunday of each month, but Tel and | are
both away on 7 May — hence the move forward to 30 April. We thought

we'd start at the slightly later time of 10:00 a.m. New on the website

Anyone wishing to join us, please assemble on The Green by the Good Intent rqy Morris’ birds really tweet!
and we'll take it from there. Coffee afterwards at Brian & Lesley’s place next )
door. e View from the Garden

e Jim Patch obituary
As always, just turn up on the day, or contact Tel Baines on 815267 or Brian

Cushing on 812341 (brianc02@hotmail.com). We look forward to seeing you Please contact the editors if you

would like an article in Lifeline or

Betty Underdown
on the Website — Email

It is with great sadness that we have to announce that Betty Underdown editor@thefarleighs.co.uk

died on Thursday 13th April. She had been ill for only a short while. Betty lived

and worked most of her adult life in West Farleigh.

Tom and Geoff would like to thank everyone for their cards and
condolences.

No further information is available at the present.

Deadline for May issue of LIFELINE: 19t May, 2017
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Pastoral newsletter

The wedding season is upon us once more. There are wedding fairs all over the country
almost every weekend as couples look for inspiration, ideas, products and services.
From cakes to caterers, drinks to dresses, hen and stag dos fo honeymoons, stationery
to shoes, everything you could ever need or want or desire can be found at wedding
shows or fairs. You can even find out about getting married in the Church of England!

It seems that people are willing to spend vast amounts of money on a wedding.

According to a survey carried out by hitched.co.uk the annual bill for weddings in the
UK is a staggering £10 billion. From engagement through ceremony, celebration and
honeymoon the average cost of a wedding in the UK is an astonishing £36,000. Yes,
£36,000. That does include the clothes and gifts purchased by the guests but the cost to the bride and
groom (or their parents if they are very fortunate) still amounts to over £12,000 for the wedding day and an
additional £2,700 on a honeymoon.

The average couple spend £2,500 on food, £1,500 on venue hire, over £1,000 on clothes, nearly £400 on
flowers and £300 on a cake. Getting married in church costs about £580 including an organist.

The church is really enthusiastic about marriage. Many couples who have lived together see it as the ‘gold
standard’ or the final step in securing their relationship. It is God's blueprint for a lifelong loving relationship
and creates an environment in which families can flourish physically and emotionally. About 77,000 (a third
of) weddings take place in churches each year and nearly every couple who do so say that it is because it
makes the marriage special, it is a spiritual thing. Only 4% marry in church because of the pretty buildings.
The Church of England has a great website (www.yourchurchwedding.org) which allows couples to plan
their ceremony, choose hymns and readings etfc. It's a great resource and one couple said this about it.
“Just wanted to say what a fantastic website you have. There has obviously been a lot of thought and hard
work put in fo make it so helpful. Particularly liked the planner and the fact that you listen to the hymns to
help you decide. | was going to get married in a country hotel but | have now changed my mind so | will be
getting married in a church next year. | will definitely be using the online planner. Many thanks”

Many blessings,
Peter

April Services at All Saints

Sunday 7th May 8.00 am Holy Communion

Sunday 14t May 11.00 am Morning Prayer

Sunday 21st May 9.30 am Holy Communion (modern)
Sunday 28t May 9.30 pm Morning Prayer

Rev Peter Callway, Rector: 01622 747570 Call for Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals, not Fridays
Rev David Jones, Hon. Associate Rector 01622 741474. Not Fridays

Rev Eileen Doyle, Associate Rector 01622 204241. Not Mondays and Tuesdays

Becky Parnham, Children and Families Worker 07949 646885.

Pilates is for all ages — have you tried it?

My Tuesday class at All Saints has become so popular that I'm starting a new Friday class,
beginning on Friday 28" April, 9.30am.

This first class will be FREE for everyone!

Whatis ite Pilates is low impact exercise, focusing on balance and control. It helps to restore
*physical vitality, invigorates the mind and elevates the spirit. It's good for men and women
of all ages and all fitness levels. Pilates is a great way to reduce stress, meet new people and
have fun.

Find out more: hilaryhamilton@aol.com or 07970 290818
£9/class, mats provided, All Saints Church, West Farleigh ME15 ODT
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All Saints Church, West Farleigh - Church: Building or people?

Nestling in the beautiful Medway Valley at West Farleigh
lies the church of All Saints. It has been there since the
late 111 Century and has always had a role at the heart
of the community. There is an interdependent, symbiotic
{ relationship between the building and the people. The
building enables the people to meet, to gather week by
week, and inspires worship of God. The people care for
the building to enable its function as part of the
community and indeed as part of the nation’s heritage.

All Saints is loved by many. The regular worshipping
congregation; those who come to baptisms, weddings and even funerals; those who come to
the regular parents/carers and babies group; walkers, with or without dogs; those who enjoy the
great festivals of Christmas, Easter, and especially Harvest when the building is full of people
enjoying being part of our wonderful local community.

This ancient building is however in need of some serious tender loving care, and those who
worship week by week are finding that the funds don't quite meet the regular expenses.
Scheduled inspections of this Grade 1 listed building have shown that there are repairs needed
which will cost in the region of £75,000, and the running costs of opening the church for worship
and its community activities are exceeding income by about £250 per month.

There are some funds available to the church to help with the work needed on the tower, but
we will still need to find about £50,000 in capital through grants and appeals.

So, dear reader, please take note that we are beginning the work
to raise the necessary funds to return the building to good repair,
and to close the gap on our regular expenses.

Please do consider how you might help by way off one of gift or
regular donations and keep your eyes open for further updates.
And then we will, together, be able to ensure that the church takes
its rightful place in the community for another thousand years or so.

Peter Callway
Rector

COXHEATH VETERINARY . RG Building & Property Maintenance
PRACTICE For All building works
6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath Plumbing
. y e (emergency call out no charge)
Professional Pet Healthcare in a bright, caring friendly Kitchens/bathrooms.
B e s Maintenance/repair — Decorating/painting,
Modern Diagnostic & Operating Facilities leaks/damage
Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8.30 am — 7pm; Sat: 2am - 12 noon No job too big or small .
competitive rates .
PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS Email rgilbert2009@hotmail.co.uk
For Appointments or 24 emergency cover, phone 01622 Tel 07779617817/07790089734
734888 Mr Robert Gilbert
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A View from the Garden by Lee Brayshaw

Spring has well and fruly arrived, and the madness begins with jobs to do all over the
garden.

The days are now longer and warmer, but worryingly, we still have had very little rain.
The risk of frost is a lot less and should have passed by the end of the month, so now is
the time to harden off any frost sensitive plants, and start sowing outdoors if you grow
hardy annuals.

This April and May is giving us a magnificent early show of colour from around Smiths
Hall garden. The highlight for me has got to be the wisteria which never fails to amaze
me with its beauty and heavenly evening scent.

Borders

You can still plant any herbaceous plants you buy to fill gaps but remember
they will need watering regularly until established, at least once a week.
This is your last chance to insert plant supports, stakes and string and netting
in herbaceous borders, before tall plants flop during wind and rain.
Delphiniums especially!

Don't forget to keep tying in climbers, even if you did it at the beginning of
the season, they'll get out of control if you don't keep on top of it. Roses,
sweet peas, and clematis are all usual suspects. See below
right a pic of a beautiful flowering bulb we have around the
garden called Camassia.

Weeds

Weeds are on the rampage, and must be kept at bay before
they shed their cursed seed and run wild throughout the
Summer. Good old-fashioned hoeing and hand-weeding are
still the only way to get between plants in beds and borders
and mulching is a good way to suppress the weeds from
emerging as well as conserving moisture in the sail.

Larger areas like paths and drives | would use a glyphosate
based weed killer fo save time. These can be bought ready
mixed in garden centres and DIY stores.

Pots

Bedding plants for Summer displays should be planted out late May to get the absolute maximum pleasure
from them. Plant up window boxes or pots, and be bold, there is so much on offer at this fime of year.
Geraniums, Pansies and Petunias are all good old favourites but why not try, Diascia, Dahliettas, Thunbergia
(Black-eyed Susan), Lantana, Heliotrope. There are so many to choose from these days that flower
continually all through the summer.

Just make sure your containers and hanging baskets are watered regularly. And after 6 weeks you should
start feeding weekly.

and finally...

Whatever work you do in the garden this May, don’t forget to take a little fime out at the end of the day to
relax and appreciate the fruits of your labour!
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Jim Patch 1920 -2017

Jim was born on 17 February 1920 in Wanstead to Charles Walter and
Emma Eleanor Patch. Both his parents had been married before and he
had six half-brothers and four half-sisters, all much older than him.

He attended Aldersbrook Road Elementary School and then to Wanstead
County High School. The school badge was a heron after a large heronry in
the nearby Wanstead Park. After leaving school he kept in touch with old
friends through the Old Heronians Society.

On leaving school he took a job in the Post Office in Loughton as a Sorting
Clerk and Telegraphist, working on the Post Office counter, sorting letters
and sending and receiving telegrams. After only seven months he passed a
Civil Service clerical exam and went up to London to work for the Post
Office Engineer in Chief.

Called up into the army in May 1940 he was trained as an artillery signaler in Scarborough and Wakefield.
He was sent to the Middle East in August 1941, where he volunteered for the Long Range Desert Group. The
precursor of the SAS. He had a dangerous, yet exciting war being captured, then escaping, with his friend
Ron, by jumping from a moving train and hiding and fighting with the partisans. (A detailed description of his
wartime experiences can be found on www.thefarleighs.co.uk)

On leaving the army he resumed his job in the Post Office but he hated life in London and fook an admin
job at the engineering training school in Stone, Staffordshire. After a year he joined the Investigation Branch
of the Post Office, rising to become Assistant Confroller.

He married his first wife Jean in 1947. She bore him two sons, Martin and Nigel but she was unstable and
committed suicide in 1959.

Jim and Frances met when both were commuting by train to London. Jim married Frances in 1960. Frances
had two daughters and a son from her first marriage. They were very happy together. Frances had her own
restaurant from 1964 to 1968. She was a marvelous cook. He found the work in the Investigation Branch
exciting and demanding. He retired in 1980 and he and Frances bought Mill Cottage, West Farleigh. In his
retirement, Jim did much wood carving and was secretary to the PCC, edited Lifeline, wrote weekly articles
for the KM and broadcast on radio Kent. He also did a lot of work for Sevenoaks Wildfowl Reserve. He was
also secretary to the LRDG for many years, until it was absorbed into the SAS group. Jim represented the
LRDG at many events unfil just before his death.

He and Frances were founder members of the Evergeens and Jim attended until just before his accident.
Frances had a completely disabling stroke in 1988 and Jim nursed her with love and devotion until she died
in 2002.

Written by Jim Patch in 2017

I had carved from the time | first had a penknife and contfinued this when | retired and lived
at the 200-year-old Mill Cottage at Tutsham, West Farleigh. My garden sloped down to the
River Medway. A large frunk of an oak free, about 3 meftres long, was lying on the bank in
my garden but storms threatened to wash it away. | enlisted é men to bring the frunk to an
enclosed patio where | managed to hoist it info an upright position on a plinth and
considered what to make from it as | had never made a large figure before. When the
Rector of Teston, Wateringbury and West Farleigh, Donald Bish, realized that | could carve he
asked me to make a Nativity Set for Teston Church, which | did. | then decided to cut
another chunk off and make a figure of an LRDG man as a Birthday present for Lt Colonel
Ralph Bagnold - probably his 90th Birthday in 1986. This was followed by 2 more figures,
each slightly different from the other. One was for General Lioyd Owen and the third for the
SAS Museum. General Llioyd Owen spoke of his intention to have the oak figure cast in
bronze but as far as | know this was never done. Each figure took a while to make as | would
work away at it for a while and then leave it for another 2 or 3 weeks before coming back
and doing some more. Gradually a figure would emerge from the wood!

Editor’'s note- the photo above was sent to Val Grainger by Piers Llioyd Owen, the son of General Lloyd
Owen. Jim also carved as set of Nativity figures for West Farleigh Church.
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Farleigh Feathers by Ray Morris

Sumer Is Icumen In, Laude Sing Cuccu

So runs the medieval song. By the time you read this, the first of this summer's
cuckoos should have arrived in the Farleighs, their arrival fimed to coincide with
peak egg-laying fime of small birds. Each female cuckoo is programmed to lay her
eggs in the nest of the same species in which she was raised. Those most targeted
are reed warbler and meadow pipif. I'm not aware of any local reed beds for the
warblers, although there may possibly be some rough grassland left just big enough
for a pair of meadow pipits.

However, at the moment we still have plenty of dunnocks (often called hedge sparrows), another favourite
host. Many village gardens will have these, so yours could soon have a pair franfically frying to saftisfy the
hunger of a cuckoo chick. It's happened twice in the last three years in my garden, with the enormous
fledgling cuckoo being 'parked' on the garage roof or garden table while its diminutive foster parents forage
for insects.

A cuckoo's egg laid in a warbler's or pipit's nest looks similar to the host's eggs, but those
laid in the dunnock's, or sometimes a robin's, look entirely different. This suggests that
cuckoos have only recently evolved to parasitise these two species, and the hosts have
not yet evolved to recognise the strange egg and eject it. Interestingly, it was an
eighteenth century country doctor who first observed a cuckoo chick ejecting the eggs
and young of its host; he wrote a scientific paper about it for The Royal Society in 1778. Ten
years later the same doctor, Edward Jenner, also presented a paper on injecting people
with fairly harmless cowpox, to protect them against the deadly smallpox, thus inventing vaccination.

Everyone is familiar with the cuckoo's call, but this is the male's. The female makes a loud bubbling call after
she lays her egg - possibly to celebrate the fact that she has had to sit patiently watching a nest for a day or
more to fime her egg-laying successfully. It takes her just ten seconds to eject (or swallow - nothing is wasted
in nature) one of the host's clutch and lay her own replacement.

But cuckoos are in frouble. Their numbers have halved in the last 20 years. Although they are suffering like
most birds in the UK from a reduction in their insect prey (their favourite is hairy caterpillars - when did you last
see one?) the populations of their main hosts are not declining as fast as the cuckoo's. It seems the main
problem affecting them occurs on migration, so scientists at the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) have been
fitting birds with satellite tags to track their journeys to central Africa and back. The study has revealed some
fascinating information, not least that climate change and rising human population is implicated.

You can read an extended arficle complete with photos, sound recordings and links to the BTO's research on
the villages' own website: http://www.thefarleighs.co.uk

News from Dan

L

delion Time

Our wonderful year as Heart of Kent Radio Charity of the Year ended on an

, i . amazing high. James and Becky, the Breakfast presenters, surprised us with a visit

> . @ and presented us with a cheque for £58,600. Huge thanks to Heart Kent along with
Global's Make Some Noise, and all the listeners who phoned in and pledged

We are thrilled to win Kent's Children's Charity of the Year 2017. The presentation
took place at the Great Danes Mercure Hotel in Maidstone. This recognition will
allow our charity to continue expanding its work in helping vulnerable children in
Kent" Graham Carpenter, CEO

e.
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View from the Scoreboard

Football: A very evenly contested series of games for our first X! last month. We started off with our one and
only victory beating Rusthall 1-0. This was followed by three consecutive draws, beginning with Rusthall again
1-1, Sheppey 2-2 and a very entertaining 1-1 result against Tonbridge Invicta. Finally, our one defeat a 2-1
score line at home over high flying Cuxton.

Meanwhile our 2nd Xl startfed with two defeats but in the end finished on a big high. We started being soundly
beaten 5-0 by Champions, Ashford and then a narrow 1-0 defeat against a good Eccles side. Finally, and we
kept the best fill last a 3-1 victory against Hawkenbury in the Tunbridge Wells cup semi-final. Here's hoping
can repeat our cup winning success from last season.

Lastly, our vets must have left their shooting boots behind as we finished our remaining games of the season,
losing all of them and without scoring a single goal. We went down 7-0 to Ashburton, 2-0 against Riverside
and 4-0 against Reigate.

Cricket: Our season beginning on the 29th April is fast approaching. If there is anyone wiling and able to play
you would be more than welcome, we have Sunday fixtures this season, as well as Saturdays, so more players
would be appreciated.

Club News. Our General Knowledge Quiz will be held on Saturday 20th May, at West Farleigh Church. Teams
of approx. six people. Please get in touch if you would like to come along and support your local club.
Last month’s lucky ton up winners were: -71 Roger Sawtell £30; 77 Mick Back £20; 1 lan Pearce £10

Yours in Sport Tel 815267

Evergreens

Pete and Co came along to entertain with songs from the 50s and 60s. great to sing along to and feel young
again. A trip to Notcutts at Pembury is planned for 25th. A great shopping experience and a good café.

On 9th May we have one of our members Roger Sawtell talking to us about bee keeping and honey
production. 2.30 in the WI Hall East Farleigh. On the 23rd May 12.30, there will be a Ploughman'’s lunch in the
WI Hall.

The club is open to all retired people who live in the Farleighs or have a connection to them. Contact Terry
814561 if you need a lift and Helen 814445 for more information.

interesting and informative.

Our April meeting had the amusing Anna Astin giving
thBWI a talk on - The History of Women and Cars it was both Bubbles

-+ \))1; § Sy

INSPIRING WOMEN The May AGM on 10th will see our current president
Diane Scott step down after completing of her
maximum 3 years in office and a new President will be elected by
members from the new committee.

The 14th June speaker is Andrew Stickells giving a presentation on the
Royal Brifish Legion.

Our fundraising for the refurbishment continues and was boosted in
March by a generous donation from West Farleigh Parish Council for

which we are very grateful we also held a plant and table top sale - Balloons for All Occasions

thanks to all who supported us. Jacky Taylor our Hall Chairman has set up Parties, Birthdays

a Crowdfunding page -on Just Giving 'https/www.justgiving.com' search Weddings and Anniversaries

The Farleighs WI. please share the details with anyone you think can help Your local supplier in West Farleigh

us continue to refurbish the hall. Balloons delivered and Venues decorated
7 days a week

The Farleighs would welcome new members- why not come along and 01622 815666

see what we are about?
please contact Diane Scott 01622 814476
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Events

Date and time

Event and venue

Saturday é6th May
19.30 pm onwards

Saturday 13t May
12.00 pm to 15.00 pm

Saturday 20t May
19.00 pm onwards

Saturday 27t May to
Sunday 4% June

Sunday 4% June

11.00 am to 17.00 pm

Sunday 4% June
11,00 am to 17.00 pm

Saturday 10t June
from 11 am to 3pm

BROADLEAF 0800 9995323

CONCERT OF FAVOURITE MUSIC

You are invited to the Heart of Kent Hospice annual charity concert. With Simon Proctor
(piano), Seb Foxwell (Trumpet), Jess Foxwell (piccolo) and the Heart of Kent Hospice
Orchestra. Tickets £15 adults £10 children. From www.hokh.org or 01622 790195

DANDELION TIME
There will be pottery, bread making, pony rides, farm tour, plant stall and crafts for all. There
will also be a tea room and BBQ. Do go along and support this award winning local charity.

SPORTS CLUB QUIZ NIGHT

West Farleigh Sports Club will be holding their Annual Quiz Night again.

in West Farleigh Church. To book your teams place go to the Sports club website
www.westfarleighsportsclub.com

HOLEY ROSES - celebrating the life of Samuel Reynolds Hole

Acknowledging the work of Samuel Reynolds Hole, former Dean (1870) and founder of the
Nafional Rose Society, Rochester Cathedral is holding a Floral Celebration entitled “Holey
Roses”. Floral arrangements will be in the Ithamar Chapel. Opening hours will be from 10am
with last entry at 3.30pm, although it would be advisable to check first, it will be free, and all
are welcome

PLANT SALE

There will be a Plant Sale at Smiths Hall. Bedding and Perennial. Come along and pick up a
bargain or something unusual.

SMITHS HALL OPEN GARDEN

The Gardens of Smiths Hall will be open for the National Garden Scheme. 3 acres of garden,
9 acres of parkland some of it newly planted with interesting trees. Tea and cakes available.
Also jom and preserves for sale.

ST HELEN'S MONTESSORI SCHOOL'S PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION - FAMILY FUN DAY
Harry Potter Workshop, Traditional stalls, bouncy castles and more in the school grounds
on Lower Road, East Farleigh

For your free quotation call

07429 903 594

High quality & professional tree care.

) Fully qualified and insured with over 1 1Y
12 years of experience. ) 7

e Tree removal

e Crown reductions
¢ Hedge trimming

City2e

Guilds info@broadleaftreesurgery.co.uk
NPTC RFS cert arb, National Diploma in arboriculture & NPTC Qualified

www.broadleaftreesurgery.co.uk

The Coxheath Chiropractic & Natural Therapy Centre

Offering a range of complementary therapies to ease your aches
and pains

° Deadwooding And soothe away the stress of life:

e Crown thinning

e Stump Grinding

McTimoney Chiropractic Massage
Craniosacral Therapy
Health & Wellbeing & Money Coach
Autogenic Training Organic Facials Dry Body Brushing Reflexology
Psychotherapy and Counselling

For full details please visit www.coxheathchiropractic.co.uk
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