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West Farleigh's own

LIFE-LIN

Editors: Tim & Christine Hill of School House, Lower Road.
Email: tim_and_chris@btinternet.com
“It's hard to envisage a circumstance in which a lifeling is unwelcome.” Anon

Distributed freely in December 2011 Edition No. 428

Bustraton of All Saants
afver Harohd Harbour.,

Life-Line wishes a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to ali our readers

NE. Life-Line will not appear at the year end, &s the Editors want a bregki

]

Carol Service in a forest of Christmas trees

Get your festive season off to the best possible start with the All Saints

Carol Service on Sunday December 11th. The traditional lessons relating the glad
tidings, together with a good number of favourite hymns and carols will ring out at4 pm
providing a perfect launch for the Christmas season.

A big difference this year will be that instead of just one Christmas tree there are pro-
jected to be no less than 10! For the first time each one of the trees is being sponsored
by a local business and the organisation of this has been handled by Felicity Field, as a
forerunner of the Friends of All Saints. The P.C.C.— and we are sure all those who will
attend— are intensely grateful to Felicity for all the hard work she has already put in on

this. Turn to page 8 for a list of the sponsoring companies to whom we are all so in-

debted. Do come early on the 11th—not least because so much festive greenery is likaly
to reduce the seating space! The start time is 4 pm.

Premature Conflagration Fails to Spoil Big Night

West Farleigh’s brilliant firework display was again a great success. |t took place on
an evening of wonderful weather (for May—let alone November!) and nine hundred
or so people watched. They also listened to the drum band Bloco Fogo, which fit-
ted in perfectly with the nature of the evening. Bonfire Night may be over 400 years
old but its character can adapt most readily. Of course there was the problem of the
missing bonfire to be overcome, but with offers from all over the place of fresh mate-
rial, and on-the-ball organisation, there was never any real prospect that the nincom-
poops who set light to the original would disrupt the evening—if, indeed, that was
their intention, Terry Ayears has written a small further account of events — see page
3 — and, while a great many people deserve heartfelt thanks for their part in the eve-
ning, we will single out Terry for his mammoth endeavours on a broad front to bring.
the event to its delightful fruition. Life-Line doesn’t dish out praise lightly, but Terry
deserves it, and if he suffers (as we suspect he will) a little embarrassment—well, a
little of that never did anyone any harm! -Eds

Deadline far February Life-Line is January 23rd
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This mont;’—s_ - Chrlstmas—- pastoral Iett; comes fro_m Rev. Peto.r Walker

Dear Friands,

‘On the first day of Christmas my true love gave tome......
We know the song so weli! The Twelve Days of Christmas is often seen as a song of secular origin for chiidren.
Others have said it is a song of Christian instruction, perhaps dating back to the 16™ century religious wars in Eng-
land with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Christian faith. True love’ mentioned in the song is not an
earthly suitor, but rather a reference to God Himself. The ‘me’ wha receives the presents refers to every baptized
person who I part of the Christian faith. Each of the ‘cays’ represents some aspect of the faith that was important
for children (and aduite!) to learn.
Many have questicned the historical accuracy of the origin of this delightful Christmas song, yet even i it was writ-
ten all those years ago as a secular nonsense song for children it is still today a song which serves as a timely re-
minder of the basic tenets of Christian belief.

On the first day of Christmas my true love (God) sent to me (the Christian) a partridge in 2 pear tree (Jesus).
Two turtle doves (The Old and New Testamants)

Three French hens (Faith, Hope and Love)

Four calling birds (The 4 Gospels)

Five Gold rings (The first 5 books of the Oid Taestament)

Six geese a-laying (The six days of Creation)

Seven swans a-swimming (the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit)

Eight maids a-milking (the Beatitudes — Matthew chapter 5)

Nine ladies dancing (the € fruits of the Holy Spirit)
‘Ten lords a-leaping (The 10 Commandments)

Eleven pipers piping (The 11 faithful disciples)

Twelve drummers drumming (The 12 points of the Apostle’s Creed)

So when is the 127 day? January 57 is the last day of Christmas before Epiphany, January g™, the traditional date
of the Three Kings. In some cultures, especially Hispanic and Latin America culture. January 8™ is observed as the
Three Kings Day. | remember when we lived in Spain how January 6" seemed more popular than December 257,
with street carnivals and floats carrying men dreseed as Eastern Magi throwing sweets o the children and parents
as they lined tha streets.

'The ioved song is a celebration of Christmas. and with a Christian context hidden within it, a purely secular song
becomes a vehicle for reminding us once more of the grace of God working in transforming ways in our lives and in
our world. After all, is not that the meaning of Christmas anyway?

My wife Diana joins me in wishing you all a Happy and Holy Christmas!
Peter

EVERGREENS

The Evergreens held a progressive Beetle Drive in the church which kept all our members on their toes and was
good fun. Next week we have a trp 10 a pantomnime at the Orchard, Dartford, starring Ann Widdecombe and
Craig Revel Horwood. More information on other events will be given on that day. TA

'Nature ﬁoteo——Autumn Glory.

| cannot recall @ mors splendid or protracted autumn than the one which is just clesing. Tne weather has ensured that the
feaves hung on to the trees long after they had changed colour, and even now the oaks are bronze, not bare. | have been try-
'ing to work out the sequence in which the vanous trees shed their leaves. in the knewledge that not every year s the same.
Maoreover, individual frees behave differently—one can find oaks with lots of leaves and others with few. And willows belong
to so many different clines that they are in al! states of undress.  Most trees seem to shed their lzsaves from the top, where the
wind gels after them most easily, but on some, even an ash ar two. the upper lsaves have stayad (in this calm autumn at ieast)
until last. | have previously put this down to their being the newest leaves, and thus most firmly still attached to the twig. This
year there has been ne air frost  This usually brings the ieaves down in showers when 1t nips them at the joint Inclement
weather early can reduce a whole woed, or orchard, to bare twigs in no time, but this is not what has happened this ysar. Nev-
ertheless in the second half of November | have stood in Quarry Wood on a2 guiet day and watched the leaves drifting down-
wards quite quickly. They have swirled and dived little in the still air, just old age having caused them in the end to drop off.
Ripenase is all' Only the sseds of the mapie family have traveliad like independent propellers as if they had a purpose. For all
these reasons it has been very difficult to compile my sequential list. but here, for the record, it is, earliest first: Horse Chesinut,
Poplar(s). Aspen. Lime; Ash, Sycamares, Crack Willow, Aider, Hawthorn, Maples (Field and Norway). Weeping and Goat Wil-
low, Birch, Apple, Cherry. Sweet Chestnut, Walnut, Besch, Wych Elm, Hornbeam, Hazel, Oak. Always there will be lots of
varigtion and | own that my list is probably influencad by particular specimens which | see daily, so if you disagree, based on
| your awn observations, you will be right @ Tim Hill
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WHO DONE THE DASTARDLY DIRTY DEED?
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appropriate in order to fracl- down those responsi bln for this wanton ac

The spokesman went on to say, ‘We are confident the perpetrators will be caught
and, given the law newly extended to homeowners taking pro-active measures to
protect themselves and their homes against malefactors, we have interpreted this
ruling to include ‘Bonfires’, Thus, in the event of any capture by Charley or Piggy, the
culprits may well be burnt at the stake. This could turn out to be a world first for West
Farleigh, although the spokesman went on to say, with some degree of caution, “We
may have to advise the Maidstone Borough Safety Advisory Group of our intentions
and seek their approval to plan for such a powerful crowd-puller, and in particular to
ensure there are adequate toilet facilities available on the night.” TA.
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Here are some pictures to remind you of Bon-
fire Night....Bloco Fogo. the bonfire (mark two)
gefting going. and a pretty firework

In terms of results the Fireworks Spectacular
achieved a healthy surplus. The Events Com-
mittee is going to make a distribution of £300
(to be paid as recipients wish) from its funds to B
earh of the charities affiliated to it—All Saints ¥
Church, the Evergreens, the Women's Institute (4§
and the Sports Club, Thanks to everyone who b
helped in any way, and to Stephen Norman | '.,
and Dar*delwo‘ Time, site owner and tenant. B¢
We all look forward tc next year's event! <




PARISH COUNCIL: Here are extracts from the draft minutes of the latest meeting of West Far-
leigh Parish Council held at the Good Intent on Monday 21st November 2011

PRESENT: Clir B. Scott (Chairman), Clirs B. Merritt, J. Morgan, B. Hards, G. Martin, D. Bailey. L. Johnson and
Mrs A. Broadhurst, Clerk

IN ATTENDANCE: Three parnshioners were present.
MINUTES of the Full Council Meetings held on 19" September 2011
The Minutes of the meeting had been previously distributed. Clir. Martin proposed that they were a true record.

POLICE BUSINESS

The Clerk reported that PCSQ Watts had retumed as the PCSO for West Farleigh and there are now $ PC's in the
area, following the restructure which had taken place on Wednesday 18" November

Replacement Bin near Court Lodge : Clirs Hards & Bailey are to meet with MBC but will investigate possible
places to site the bin beforehand. ACTION: Clirs Hards & Bailey

Polytunnel Consultation : The Clerk commentad that the consultation had previously been circulated to all Coun-
cillors. Clir Scott commented that the consultation seemed to be biased towards the polytunneis. Clir Martin
added that he understood that they are imporiant to be able to supgort local farmers. Clir Scott felt that there was
no need 1o send any further comments on the consultation and this was agreed by all present. A resident queried
whether the consultation was available for the public to read and the Clerk offered to look into whether it was avail-
able on line to view.

Grit Spreading Requirements : Clir Martin confirmed that Kent Highways had now delivered the grit which had
been requested. Discussicn took piace regarding the need for a grit spreader that can be hooked onto a tractor or
 4x4 vehicle to distribute the grit in the event of bad weather. Concerns were raised over whether the Parish Coun-
cil would be covered by insurance if there were to be an incident and the Clerk offered to discuss the matter with
the Insurance Company. Clir Merritt has found a suitable spreader for £741.20 + vat and the details were circu-
{ated to all Councillors. It was proposed by Cilr Martin to purchase the spreader (subject to approval from the In-
surance Company). This was seconded by Clir Bailey, with all in favour ACTION: Clerk

County and Borough Councillors’ Report: Not present.

Chairman’s Report : Clir Scott reported that he had atiended the Police Forum meeting with Clirs Merritt and
Johnson.

Individual Councillors Reports: Clir Hards reported that the Fireworks Display had gone very well, even though
the bonfire had had to be rebuilt at the last minute due to vandals setting fire to the original one. Clir Merritt com-
mented that praise should be given to Clir Hards for dealing with the Health and Safety issues that had been dis-
cussed in a meeting which included representatives from the Health Authority, the Police and Fire Brigade and
also from Kent Highways.

"Clir Johnson reported on several areas where paths are becoming overgrown. The Clerk offered to report these t0
Kent Highways and to also write to one property asking them t¢ cut back their hedges. ACTION: Clerk

'Clir Merritt reported that he had locked at the available rag stone with Clir Johnson and this would be an impossi-
‘ble task, It was agreed that placing the rag stone on the comers would be useful and would mean that the spnng
bulbs would not be damaged.

Cilr Martin circulated a poster from Tiger Primary School and confirmed that there were no fees to attend and it is
linked to the Learning Academy. Counciliors agreed to the leafiet being placed in the notice board.

Clerk’s Reports: The Clerk reported that the Localism Act 2011 had been sent out to Clerks, but the document is
497 pages long. The Clerk is hoping to receive an easier guide to read and will report back to Councillors as seon
as possible.

The Clerk reported that the village had been placed in the Top 10 in the Trees in the Village Competition 2011
The Parish Council has received a £15 voucher to purchase a new free and this has been passed to Clir Merritt.

FINANCE: TRAMP — Share of final funds £1605

Ewell Manor, Ewell Lane: An application for replacement listed buildings consent in order to extend the time limit
for implementation re. listed building consent MA/08/2020

Récommendation: Approval, but do not request that it is reported to the planning committee.
Date of next meeting: Monday 16th January 2012 at 7.30 p.m. at The Good Intent
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Contact Peter Walker for Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Wed- |
dings and Funerals I

Rev. Peter Walker at the Rectory 01622 747570
Rev. David Jones 01622 741474
N.B. Peter’'s day off is Monday; David's is Friday.
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Church Services  December 2011 Church Services  January 2012
West Farleigh All Saints, Church Lane West Farleigh _All Saints, Church Lane
4th December  6.00 a.m. Holy Communion 1st January 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11th December 4.00 p.m. Carol Service | 8th January 11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer (mod.)
18th December 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer |15th January 9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (trad.)
White House 8.00 p.m. Carol Service | 22nd January 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
;CHRISTMAS EVE and CHRISTMAS DAY Benefice Service at Linton
24th December 9.30 p.m. Holy Communion |29th January 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
25th December 10.00 a.m. Family Service | East Farleigh
Elsewhere in the Benefice: 18t January 830 am. Matins
East Farleigh 8th January 8.00 am. Holy Communion
4th December 9.30am. Matins ' 11.00 a.m. Family Service
11th December 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion | 15th January S.30 am Holy Communicn
11.00 am Family Service |22nd January 8.00am. Holy Communion
18th December 6.00 p.m. Carol Sarvice 10.00am. Morning Prayer
24th December 4.00 p.m. Christingle Hunton
24th December 11.30 p.m. Holy Communion | 1st January  11.00 am. Family Service
25th December Holy Communion | 8th January 9.30 am. Holy Communion
Hunton 15th January 11.00am. Morming Prayer
4th December 11.00 a.m. Family Service |22nd January 11.00am. Holy Communion
11th December 930am Holy Communion | Coxheath
18th December 6.00 p.m Carol Service 1st January 11.00am. Holy Communion
24th December 9.30 p.m. Holy Communion | 8th January 11.00 am. Morning Prayer
25th December 930 a.m. Family Service 15th January 11.00a.m. Holy Communion
*+Holy Communion | 2944 January  11.00 am. Family Service
Coxheath Linton
4th December 11.00 a.m, Holy Communion | 4 ¢4 January 9.30 am. Holy Communion
11th December 11.00 am Moming Prayer | g, January 6.30 a.m. Family Service
18th December 4.00 p.m, Carol Service 15th January 8.00 am. Holy Communion
24th December .00 p.m Childrens Service | 554 January  9.30am. Holy Communion
24th December 1.15p.m Holy Communion | 54, January 10.30a.m. Benefice Service
25th December 10.45am, Family Service
Linton — —
4th December 9.30am Holy Communion
11th December 89.30am Holy Communion Christmas Fair
18th December 4.00 pm.. Carol Service Urgent—December 3rd—Urgent
24th December 11.30 p.m. Holy Communion All Saints Church 10 am—Noon
25th December 9.30 am Family Service Cakes and Preserves, Books, Crafts,
Clergy Contact Numbers: 7 " Christmas Items, Raffle and Refreshments.

This Fair is organised by Janice Lawrence,
returning to the village, in aid of
Breast Cancer Care , Jo’s Cervical Cancer
Action, and Ovarian Cancer Action—

charities with which Janice Is now engaged.



Junior Sport

The u10s played 3 games this manth with two 4-C victories against Wittersham in the league and cup.
A tough game against league lsaders Biddenden ended in a 3-0 defeat

The u11s rode their luck against Headcorn and came away with a 2-1 victory. The following match was
a cup match against a very strong Boughton Green where the luck ran out. 3-0 down after 20 minutes
(all deflected geals!) gave the boys a mountain to climb and eventually they went down 8-1. The naxt match was 2
league match against Boughton again Following the heavy defeat in the cup, the boys were datarmined 1o im-
prove. Farieigh took the lead after 5 minutes and battied hard but couldn't find 2 second goal Two second half
goals and excellent saves from Boughton's keeper denied Farleigh any points.

The U12s have suffered two defeats losing 5-2 away at Smeeth and Brabourne in the leagues, and went down 2-

0 at Rye Bay in the cup. The u13s have had two victories, beating Weald Wolves 7-2 and Staplehurst Monarchs
5-1 lan Wratien

}WOMEN% INSTITUTE Contributed by Ann White

| At the November meeting the ladies of the Farleighs Wi were transponted back to Victarian times with a magic lan-
tern show given by John and Thelima Burgess. The very beautiful coliection of antique giass slides gave us an op-
portunity fo appreciate the way in which our Victorian ancestors enjoyed an evening of entertainment

This month we held our first fortnightly craft club. Sue Wood showad us how to make a Christmas tree hanging
omament and at the next meeting we will ba making Christimas baubles for our Christmas trae. We meet every
other Tuesday, so the next one wili ba December &th

HURRY - the tickets for the 2011 Farleighs Wi pantomime are selling like hot cakes. The 14th December evening
performance is for mambers and guests. There are still some tickets for the evening performance on Friday 16th

‘ at 7 p.m. and the afternoon performance at 2 pm on Saturday 17th, but don't miss out Please ring Daphne
Spnngett on 01622 728167 to order your tickets. It will be a fun time and a great start to your Christmas festivities.

anlago Questionnaire Sarah Hunter wntes about her GCSE project:—

| | distributed 178 questionnaires to the village and received 88 returns, just under 50%. Once the project has been
marked - and we are probably talking January — | intend to make the project available to anyone who would like 2

copy
I have thoroughly enjoyed doing the project. | would like to take this opponunity to thank the following people:
Life-Line— for assisting me with publicity
Beveriey Hards — for her local information. thoughtfulness and suppon
7 Bryan (Mick) Merritt — for the history of the various community ¢entre proposals
Jill Morgan — for the details of the previous village questionnaire

And finally — the residents of West Farleigh for their good wishes and taking the time to complete the guestion-
naire on my behalf. S.H

Congralulations to Sarah on gelling such a gooud response. Life-Line is looking forward 1o publishing further detail
of the responses when they are made public next year, —Eds.

Confidence T}i;:k. We are advised that a scam Is underway at the moment.

A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they
‘were unable to deliver a parcei and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (2 Premium rate number).
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize. If you call the number and you start to
hear a recorded message you will already have been billed £315 for the phone call. If you do receive a card with
these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on 020 7239 6655 or see www.crimestoppers-uk.org.

Team Tutsham—We ars planning to invite Father Christmas to Team Tutsham from the 16" to the 24" of De-
cember to heip with pony sleigh ndes and delivar some sarly Christmas presents to some lucky children. Book
your sleigh ride early by contacting Team Tutsham on 07971288337 or via cur website

Allegedly Authentic Put-down Lines No. 22.

We keep anticipating the end of this series, but once again a reader—Michael Devenish—has come up with a
good one. Not for the first time it's from the stable of Sydney Smith, the 10th century wit. He was once in conver-
sation with a country squire who said to him, "if | had a son who was an idiot, by Jove, I'd maka him a parson”.
Sydney's response was - Very probably, but | see that your father was of a different mind!” Thanks, Michae!!
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Security Systems Maintenance Ltd

intruder Alarms, CCTV systems, Access
Control

Installation, Maintenance, Monitoring

Existing systems or new, call us for your
FREE no obligation survey

08432897 777 e-mail:

sales@ssm-itd.com

wWww.ssm-itd.com

P*1*! Boxing Day Ride!* !
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‘. Team Tutsham would like to welcome you to::
“ our traditiona! Boxing Day Ride. We hope "
.\ you will be able to join us on this festive ride to ; .‘
«‘ burn off those Christmas calories.

\,We will be meeting at Tutsham Farm at 10am "
= where we will then start the ride. There will be =
" a stop off half way through so we can relax and r‘
:\ enjoy a break before we set off again, to give ;.
=‘ the horses and ponies chance to have a rest, "
= We will be starting and finishing at the farm. ,\
t\ Our ride last year was 2 huge hit and we hope "
!'ffOT more of you to join us on this fun day out. &
t‘ For more information contact Team Tutsham
."‘ via our website www.Team Tutsham.co.uk i

The WI Hall in
Forge Lane, East Farloigh is available to hire.

“One off"* and regular bookings are available.
For more information ring Pauline on
01303 840853 or Emall veronique@sky.com
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eds. weather for your Home or Sardan Al &
résislic pricus Dy experenced and dedicated staft
Seing wittin the Swlding Trade for 36 years, and
past down through L Family Business, and wich an

old fashuined aopm.u;n to Building snd Cusi.
Fiease find beic

nomenr cere
2 Iist of services that wo offe

No job too bg or too small, we cater for 2l
Property Ssrvices Exterior Sorvices
Exiensinns Brick B Bionk Wark
Cansenatceies Ragatiiu
Froperey Mairtenanmn Srive Walling
Plumbing / Hepsirs Fezio's
Kibubens ! Bathranmes Beving
New Ballet / Bestoratinn Dacing
Plastening { Ying Ground Work
Floaring / Laminetas Gerden Design
Runfing . Frrocia’s
Gutsar Hapaips Slonpera
Lofe Converaions Stral Waork

R.G Building & Property Maintepance is Fully Insurcd.
For 2 Profsssional & Friandly Frec no abligetion
Appolatiest ta Estimate for yuwr Requircssents,
Please Call Mr Robert Gilbart on

=v-87528 560948/ 07790 089734
amsil: rgilbert2009 @ hotmail.co,uk
{(West Farleigh Based)

EMERGENCY PLUMBING SERVICE
~NO CALL-OUT CHARGE

IYYY VPV VSV VI Py VVYVY YTV YYYY
Celebrate Christmas at the Good Intent lnten[

From December gth to the 23rd
You will be able to Enjoy the Finest of

Seasonal Fare with our New Menu.

y
§ Why not bring your party to your festively
decorated local and experience the
; wonderful value on offer?
3 COUrses—Li4.95 2 COUrses £11.95
t Choice of six main courses!

Booking Fssential: Call us now on 832426,

|
%
|
3

COXHEATH VETERINARY
SURGERY

:'ﬁ

COXHEATH
Professional Per Healthcare n a brighe. caring friandly atmasphere

Modern Dicgnostic & Operating Fockitses |

Opening hours Mor—Fri: 830am—7pm. Sac %am -12 anan |

PATRICK TIBBITS BYSc (Massey) MRCVS
For appointments or 24 hour amergency cover, phone 01622 743388 é

6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath




