“Some sort of periodical 1s an essential life-line in a village such as ours.”

West Farleigh’s own

LIFE-LINE

Editors: Tim & Christine Hill of School House, Lower Road.
Email: tim_and_chris@btinternet. com

Financial Times' main headline 24.04.10. “Greece grasps 30 bil-
lion Euro lifeline.” (Yours is free and with no strings attached!)

Distributed freely in May 2010 Edition No. 410

Hiustration of All Saints”
after Harold Harbour.

LOCAL LANDOWNER FINED £52000

As reported in the Kent Messenger (April 23rd 2010) the owner of Tut-
sham Hall, Mr lan Fern, was fined the above sum for illegally dumping

waste materials on hls land. He also had to pay costs of £20,713. Mr. Fern
runs a number of well-known constructlon businesses in the South East, and the
bulk of the waste

dumped came from ALK %

contracts undertaken @i sk

by these firms, though gk
Mr Fern initially® =
claimed that this was S g ol :
not the case. The suc- st ' GEEDIC kL R o -
cessful prosecution s il R e A %
was brought by the En-§
vironment Agency, =8
which had, and still &2
has, major conce ek
about the waste materi- Sits
als. Our picture shows
some material on the
banks of the Medway. S
This disturbing story Zrise
continues on page 4. &

Cast Your Vote Here on May 6th. »

The destination of the country appears uncertain,

but make this your destination on May 6th in order
to have your say. (Don’t forget there are local elec- @&
tions too!) The cricket pavilion remains probably
the country’s most picturesque and unusual polling §
station. Open from dawn to dusk (7 am. to 10 pm.)

:::

Deadline for June Life-Line is May th 20
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iMay’s pastoral letter comes from the Rev. David Jones
| Hi feliow voters!

By the time you read this letter it will be all over or at least we'll all be fed up with elections and be glad to

\know the World Cup is only weeks away. With a projection that so many people are disillusioned with
z(;overnment and politics, | wonder how many of us will vote and if we do why? All my life | have lived in
'areas which are considered ‘safe seats’ so that | feel like moving to a place where my vote may actually
'change the status quo in returning its member. | think it is sad that we have come to this point. My grand-
parents had three front windows and in each one they placed the sticker for each of the main parties.
Staunch Socialists, they became disenchanted with voting as they also lived in a town which always re-
turned the same M.P. year after year. At election times | sometimes wonder what is actually important in
life. Is it worth it? Qught we to take a stand and simply refuse to vote until politics cleans itself up or until
the way we vote changes? Is opting out a responsible stance?

| think not, as to opt out of anything gives others the chance and the excuse to feel that their way is the
correct way. We are called as Christians to be salt and light in the world, to speak out against those who
would ride roughshod over the weak, the disadvantaged and those without a voice. To be a light to shine
in the darkness and to demonstrate that there are ways other than that of responding to the loudest and
the most powerful. We may be a lone voice as was the speaker at a recent Parish Council meeting who
spoke up in favour of the traffic calming scheme in Coxheath, against what some see as the democratic
voice of the majority. Sometimes the lone voice gathers momentum as those who are afraid to stand up
to the perceived wisdom of the mass, join in, and a new movement grows to challenge accepted views.
The history of the world is full of the lone voice! Its view may not be right but at least it can be heard and
not drowned out. So if you didn't vote, then you had your chance and can’'t moan when decisions are
made. To those who did, well done, and | can only hope your voice will be heard but at least you spoke
up and made your point.

The events of Easter show that Jesus did just that. The crowds welcomed him, then in a week called for
his death. He triumphed over the power of evil — one lone person made all the difference! Are you an-
other lone voice?

David

Philip Moore 1940-2010 R.I.P.

Philip Moore, much loved organist of All Saints, West Farleigh, passed away on April 18th last. Having
been in apparent good health, Philip suffered but a short iliness and his death has come as a shock to
us all. His funeral will take place on May 5th, privately, at Hunton where he was alsc organist. it will be
preceded by an opportunity for quiet reflection in the church from 10 until 11 am. There will then be a
Service of Thanksgiving at Hunton Church at 1 pm. with refreshments in the hall afterwards. Born in
Maidstone, Philip studied at the Royal Academy of Music, where he met his wife, Kathleen. He travelled
extensively as a music examiner, including in the Far East, but for most of his life he taught and played
music in Kent and Sussex. It was sad blow to him when Kathleen died in September 2008. He leaves
three daughters and four grandchildren to whom we extend our sympathy.

Life-Line will publish a fuller tribute to Philip in the next edition.

Holy Trinity Church, Coxheath
DAWN CHORUS Saturday 8" May at 7.30pm

The Dawn Chorus, a local group of enthusiastic singers, invites you to share a lighi-hearted evening of sacred and
seculur music (including popular singalong items...!)

Refreshments will be served and all ages are welcome, including children. Entry is free, with a collection in aid of
The Family Trust

=ignificant Birthday!
towley Day is 95 years old later in May. Last month he and Brenda celebraled their 68th wedding
nniversary. (Beat that if you can!) We heartily congratulate them both and we wish them many more

nniversaries!
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Plant Fayre in Aid of All Saints — Sunday May 23rd 2010 P

Through the kind permission of Stephen Norman, the church’s plant fayre will be held

again this year at Smith’s Hall to coincide with the first of two openings of the splendid

gardens there under the National Gardens Scheme. The fayre is from 11 am. to 5 pm.

and it will be possible to visit the plant sale on its own, for it is outside the main en-

trance. It will be a great opportunity to replace those lost plants which failed to survive

the winter or to purchase those summer bedding plants which will bring colour into otherwise per-
haps drab beds. You never know in advance what rare gems may have been donated from privats
gardens in the neighbourhood. As ever, prices are excessively reasonable and all profits will go tc
a good cause. Do come along, enjoy the sunshine, and pick up a bargain seedling or two!

All Saints makes an appeal, simultaneously, for local gardeners to come forward with donations of
plants and seedlings. Please give surplus vegetable and flower seedlings, so that they may be en-
joyed by someone else. When you split a plant, slip the unwanted portion into an old plant pot
and bring it along, or even let us have bare-root plants where that is the appropriate form for trans-
planting, such as with hemerocallis for instance. Old, unwanted tools and gardening bric-a-brac
will also be very welcome, of course. And how about unwanted seed packets or gardening books?
The Hall will be open beforehand to receive your kind donations, and members of the P.C.C. will
also be happy to take them off your hands.

The other date when Smith’s Hall is open is July 4th. On each occasion the open- .
‘ing will also be in support of the locally based children’s charity Dandelion Time. T

This year promises to be a great one for gardening enthusiasts, with many events
in the locality, some others of which are advertised below. We may also remember
TV the old gardeners’ saying,

_ % Plant as if you will live forever. Enjoy as if you will die tomorrow.”

— thinking perhaps most emphatically that it applies to trees. In this context we
would like to take the opportunity to make it clear that there are two trees to be planted on
the Village Green, one in memory of the late Pat Turk, the other Mollie Underdown. Perhaps
this was not entirely clear from the published version of the P.C. Minutes in April.

— £
D

Two Day Plant Sale at the White House.
This will take place on 2nd-3rd of May . It will be in aid of the charity Age Concern. All welcome.
BARMING GARDEN SAFARI

' Visit some of Barming's delightful gardens and the historic church on
! Saturday 12th June and Sunday 13th June 2010 2pm-5.30pm

Tickets and parking at Church Cross House, South Street, Barming.
£5 per person (Accompanied children free)
Refreshments will be on sale at Church Cross House.
For any further details call Godfrey on 01622 728785 or Joan on 01622 727114"

f GRAND ANNUAL PLANT SALE
At the Church of St John the Baptist Tonbridge Road, Wateringbury on Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 10 am-

4 pm Superb quality plants, plus St John's Craft Stall and Home Grown Stall. Home Made Cakes. Cream Teas
and Refreshments . Further information tel. 01622 813032.

CELEBRATION OF CORPUS CHRISTI " A CARPET OF FLOWERS"
At the Church of St. John the Baptist, Tonbridge Road, Wateringbury on Bank Holiday Monday 31st May

10.30 am. - S pm . Tuesday . Wednesday and Thursday 1st - 3rd June 2 pm.- 5 pm. Cream Teas and Refresh-
ments. Further infoermation tel. 01622 813076

To celebrate Corpus Christi { Latin for the Body of Christ) a carpet of flowers will be laid down the centre aisle in
the church, which is a very exciting first time for Wateringbury. Only the heads of the flowers are used in the intri-
cate patterns which will be preduced by Gillian Sessions and Cathy Miller and their helpers. The Celebration of
Corpus Christi will conclude with a service of Eucharist on Thursday 3rd June at 7.30 p.m. when the carpet of
flowers will be walked for the first time.
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Dumping at Tutsham Farm - Continued from Page 1.

The caption to the K.M.'s picture of dumped material at Tutsham Farm uses the word “fly-tipping”. In
Life-Line's view this is inaccurate, because the dumping that has taken place at Tutsham was systematic
and on an industrial scale. It has changed the shape of the landscape. It threatens the condition of the
'Medway river whither many small springs drain. Many trees were half buried by the dumped waste. Dur-
'ing the long period when it took place our village was subjected to truck movements of an unprece-
'dented nature. The tonnage involved probably runs into the thousands. Questions raised are:

. What happens now? Will the landscape be restored to its previous condition? Is this possible, in
fact?

. Was the fine of £52000 sufficient? The cost of proper disposal is considerable. (We believe the
lowest level of tax alone on landfill is £2.50 /tonne, so what tonnage would put Ferns in profit?)

- What unknowns may now be concealed amid the dumped spoil?

B What are bodies like South East Water doing about their background responsibility as employers of
a (we will use the word) “fly” contractor?

It was clear to many villagers that something untoward was going on at Tutsham Farm. Our native reti-
cence and an assumption that such apparent respectability could not be disguising illegality stopped us
from exposing the issue and trying to act before now. We should not let similar considerations hold us
back in the future. There’s such a contrast between the productive farm that the Day family held for
generations and the dumping ground—leavened only by some touristic elements — that it has evidently
become, that we can only shudder at the way things have gone.

I e e e — e e i e e i T e e e e T
Letters to the editors - Life -Line welcomes letters from its readers.
Dandelion Trust * Comment. Life -Line April 2010 (* Known as Dandselion Time—Eds.)

An interesting article from the Trust, but does it call for some clarification?

Of course, the work of the trust is very worthy, albeit a social shame that such work is necessary in 21st. cen-
tury society, and one deplores the stealing of logs. Incidentally, there are several piles by the footpath and
nearby that the Trust might wish to put in safety for their heating needs.

However, comment is called for on two matters, and | guote:

1. "There is, of course, a permissive path from Kettle Lane to Chariton Lane which we fully encourage the use
of."

it is hard to see how " fully encourage” is fulfilled when for most of the year the path is virtually impassable,
being ankle deep in mud. Since the trust is concerned with proper fences, it would be an excellent idea to run
a fence along this part of the path to separate the path from the horses, who naturally will break up the sur-
face. If my understanding is correct, the path is permissive from Rookery Estates - perhaps they could help to
save the trust the expense.

2. "Dandelion has been busy bringing the fields into closer management in preparation for grazing livestock in
the near future."

If the condition of the fences on all sides of the two fields off Kettle Lane below the footpath is as bad as it is
along the Lane, which it would seem to be, there will be a need to construct totally new fencing all round the
fields. This was the case with similarly run-down fencing round the fields above the footpath before live stock
were grazed. One also wonders how the young trees planted some years ago, and the new coppice . both in
the top of these two fields, will be protectad from grazing live stock. It may be that this is the” bicdiversity"
field, but it will have to be fenced on its lower side if the bottom field is to graze. Naturally, one is pleased to
see more real farming in this once "fruitful” farming village where now extensive acres lie unused, fallow. and
productive only of European and government grants.

3. At the eastern end of this village towards East Farieigh, there remain few places where one may get off the
road into open country and onto paths except by considerably extending the walk along the dangerous and ;
narrow path of Lower Road. It is regretted that the ability "to wander freely” is so "early " denied by the closing
of two or three gaps, and one is intrigued to know who has "heartened” the Trust by their support in the re- :
specting of boundaries. Notwithstanding respect for the "law”, surprise has been expressed by many at what
can easily be seen as precipitate actions.

One wishes the Trust well, while suggesting it may have to think more clearly how it can be "productive”
Roy Plommer Holly Lodge, Lower Road.
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Church Services

West Farleigh
2nd May

9th May

16th May
PENTECOST

23rd May
30th May

East Farleigh
2nd May
Sth May

16th May
23rd May

Hunton
Z2nd May
Sth May
16th May
23rd May
Coxheath
2nd May
9th May
16th May
23rd May
Linton
2nd May
gth May
16th May

23rd May
30th May

May 2010
All Saints, Church Lane
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer
9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

BENEFICE SERVICE LINTON

8.30 am.
8.00 am.
11.00 am
9.30 am.
8.00 am
9.30 am

11.00 am.
9.30 am.
11.00 am.
8.30 am.

11.00 am.
930 am
11.00 am.
11.00 am.

9.30 am.
9.30 am.

800 am
1100 am
830 am

10.30 am.

{ou are invited to Peter Bonnert's

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service
Haly Communion
Haoly Communion
Matins

Family Service
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Family Service

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

EVENING OF MUSIC FOR ALL
at East Farleigh Parish Church on Sat. May 15th

at 7 for 7.30 pm. Tickets are available from members
of East Farleigh Choir, or £5 on the door.

Proceeds wili go towards Clock Face Restoration.

.lergy Contact Nurﬁbers:
-ontact Peter Walker for Baptisms, Thanksgivings. Wed-

ings and Funerals
ev. Peter Walker
ev. David Jones

atthe Rectory 01622 747570

01622 741474

Nature (gardening!) Notes.

Seeing that this edition talks much of gardens and gardening
(sze page 3) It seems appropriate that | should make a sub-
ject of gardens—and ours in particular—this month. | wit
concentrate on the impact of the cold winter on our owr
plants, and draw some comparisons with plants in the wic.
The first impact of the snow was on evergreens such as lau-
rels, where the physical weight of the snow bowed down the
branches. It s remarkable how well the bent ones have
sprung back into place but the broken ones have had to be
removed, leaving gaps in the dense array. In the churchyard
the ancient yews lost a number of branches but were not
fundamentally harmed. Many paths in Quarry Wood were
guite impassable at the time of the snow. but all the hazels,
which were spiayed out, have sprung back into their original
position.

As for the damage the frost did, we seem to have suffered
quite badly. It may comfort others to know of these failures
among plants not always known for their tenderness. With
us, the following seem to be lost at this moment Phormium
(New Zesaland flax)—3 out of 4 plants apparently gone—
Paecnia luteum (yellow Llree peony) Choisya ternata
(Mexican orange). Clematis armandu. The last named ever-
green clematis has always seemed perfectly hardy, but the
buds on it are brown and sere and look unlikely to sprout.
As | am loath to lose it, | will lzave it for 2 while in the hope of
new stems arising at ground level. Other examples of this
plant in the village still thrive, flowering @ month ago. | fear
the peony has gone, while | am inclined to get rid of the fast-
growing unpleasant-smelling Choisya, even though that too
may sprout from below. My hedge of Lonicera nitida is
patchily browned, but needs to recover, being a hedge plant.
| see others — in Charlton Lane for instance—undamaged.
One Ceanothus (Californian lilac) is badly browned all over,
whereas two others survive in gocd shape. Our Garrya elip-
tica looks a shabby mess, but will recover. The Carpen-
taria—supposed to be tender, as it too hails from California
— is hardly touched. Our Pittosporum is so severely harmed
that only one small low branch remains green. This plant too
comes from New Zealand or Australia. =0 can be expacted
to be tender. | am giad to note today that our much-loved
Ceratostigma (plumbago) totally blasted above ground, is
sprouting vigorously from the base. Our “true” tree peonies
have all come through unscathed, though gardening manu-
als advise protection in cold weather

Much of this apparently random pattern of death and survival
depends on the position of the plant, or the sensitivity of the
particular specimen. You will note that all the species men-
tioned are shrubs, several feet high and exposed to the ele-
'ments. Snow is a great protector of plants whose "store of
(life” is underground, as we have seen in the great perform-
‘ance of many spring bulbs this year. 2010 has been a clas-
isic year of hardly frosted ground trapped beneath snow,
keeping benign conditions available for bulbs and deep
roots. Furthermore, the flattening of grass and other herbs,
and the Iate opening of leaves on bushes, have created
good conditions for daffodils, snowflakes and the like, to
show off unencumbered. Other successes have been more
of a surprise. Violets have been truly splendid this year,
turning up in places where they have hardly been noticed
before. They have formed impressive pocis of blue in cer-
tain spots. We walked to Yalding along the river at the be-
ginning of the month and one field had the greatest splash of
viclet-blue which | recall seeing since my childhood. It was
about half a mile south of Wateringbury—but may well have
vanished by now! 2
Tm Hill
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Junior Sport.

The under 9's finished the season with some very close games. Unfertunately two of these were
both 3-2 defeats against Pilgrims and Wittersham. The boys bounced back in the final game, win-
ning 3-1 against Wittersham.

The u 10's have played one game, winning 3-1 against Park Farm. The team currently sits 2nd in
the league, with two games to play, and if other results go their way there is an outside chance to win the league.
The u 11's have had two defeats this month, losing to Smarden 4-0 and 2-0 at Park Farm. They managed a 2-2
draw against Smeeth and Bradbourne. lan Wratten

Evergreens

Guy McDonald, a young villager, spoke to the Evergreens about his adventures around England when he was re

searching his guide book to England. He did this without referring to any other guide books and on a very tigh

budget. At one point he was nearly accused of being the phantom knicker nicker! His alibi was being in the pul

with the owner of the knickers — say no more. He survived crossing a man-swallowing bog by running when the

path ran out. The members enjoyed his talk and the company of someone so young! The May meeting on Tues

day 11" May will be in the W1 Hall , Forge Lane, East Farleigh, at 2.30 p.m. as the WI music group “Anything

Goes" will be performing.

If you would like to come and join us, ring Terry Ayears on 814561 for more information and a [ift, if required.
Helen Swan

The Farleighs W.I.

There was a full church at West Farleigh when we held our April meeting there because The Farleighs WI Hall
floor had been refurbished. We enjoyed the new venue and our thanks to the PCC for helping us out.

Our committee has arranged a full programme of events including beginners and advanced computer classes,
monthly tea and tiffen, lunch club, walks, safari supper, sugar craft classes, a tour around the Olympic Games
venues, and a strawberry garden party .

Much needed fundraising events for the hall have been held. Medway Valley District Drama Evening takes
place on Wednesday 26th May at 7.30 p.m. at The Farleighs WI Hall. The Outreach Theatre Group presents
The Way We Were -True Slories 1945-1953. Entrance £2.50 - pay at the door. Chris Passmore gave an infor-
mative and entertaining illustrated talk on The Rise and Fall of the Passmore Business.

The Resolutions and Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 12th May at 7.30 p.m. at The Farleighs WI Hall.
Pam Clark 01622 726519

PARISH COUNCIL A.G.M.

All parishioners are invited to the Annual Parish Meeting which will take place in West Farleigh Church on 17th
May, beginning at 7.30 p.m. This is your opportunity to have your say about any matter that concerns you. You
will be most welcome. An hour and a half is allocated before the anticipated start of the meeting of the council -

East Farleigh Farmers' Market - a new venture is starting in The Bull car park, East Farleigh on the morning
of Saturday May 2nd. It is being organised by Jo Britcher, who would be glad to hear from supporters and
would-be participants, on 01622 725759. Tea & coffee will be available at the pub itself.
B

Farleighs’ History Society

Farleighs’ History Society Summer Outing: a private guided tour of the garden of Buckingham Palace has been
arranged for Sunday 6th June at 11.45 am. The visit begins with a 20 minute infroductory talk and tea or coffee
in the Queen's Ballroom. This is followed by a one hour guided tour of the garden, covering a distance of about
a mile. The main emphasis of the tour will be on the history and uses of the garden. The ceost of the tour is £20
and visitors will be required to make their own way to the palace.
Anyone interested in coming along, please contact Jenny Finch on 01622 726312 or e mail jennifer-
finch@hotmail.co.uk or Trisha Coveney on 01622 720889. Membership of the society is not required.

In the preceding week on Thursday 3rd June Andrew Clarke will give an illustrated talk on Old Firms of Maid-
stone. This will be at 7.30 p.m. at the Bull Inn, Lower Road, Easl Farleigh. As usual, all are welcome - £2.50 on
the door, members are free. J.F.
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| To advertise in Life-Line contact

the editors on (email)
tim_and_chris@btinternet.com

or at School House, Lower Rd.

West Farleigh ME15 OPF.

Life-Line has & monthly circulation to
285 households in West Farleigh and
around.

Barham Court Osteopathic Practice
Teston, Maidstone, ME18 5BZ

Mélanie Divet & Frangois Bence — Qualified osteopaths

Adults, Babies, Elderly, Pregnancy, Sporl injuries
Registered with all major insurances
Please call 01622 618637 for info and bookings.

Just a stone’s throw away!

Bernhardt Electrical Ltd.

Domeslic & Commercial

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE QUOTATIONS

Addilional lighting ana power
Shower installations, including plumbing
Fuse board upgrades and replacemeants

Garden / security lighting
Installalions, testing, inspections
Building Society reports

Paul Bernhardt
The Cottage, 2 The Green, West Farleiah, ME15 ONP
Tel: (01622) 813289 Mob: 07836 384616
Fax: (01622) 812821
Email: paulbem2002@yahoo.co.uk
Part P Bullding Regulations Approved

Bwiding & Proporty Maintensnce

We offer & Variety of professional Services to sut all
neeas, weather lor your Home or Garden. A
reslistic prices by experienced and dedicatad staff
Being vathin the Building Trede for 36 years, and
past down through the Femily Business, and with an
ole fashioned spproach to Building and Customer care
Flease find helow 3 list of services that we nifern
No job Loo big or too small, we cater for all.

=
=

bert. 2009

(We=t Farlcigh Based)

EMERGENCY PLUMBING SERVICE
-NO CALL-OUT CHARGE

Phil's Fires
The Fireplace @ Chimney Specialist
v Stove Instollations »/ Chimney Linings ,
v Fireplace Installations i
v Monafactured, Twin-Well Chimney Construdion
v Cowls ond Birguord Fitting » Chimney (apping]
" Clean, Reliable, Fully Insyred

v~ Free Quotations

Call 07877 031580

COXHFEATH VETERINARY SURGERY

6 Westerhill Road, Coxheath

Profissional Pet [ealthzare in 4 beighl, caring,
friendly anmosphre.

Modern Duagnastic & Uperatmg Facilinies

Opening hours: Mon/= £ 30um-Tpm, Sat Yam-12 noon
PATRICK TIBBITS BVSe (Masscy) MRCVS
For zppointments or 24hr emergency eaver, (elephone 01622 743888
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Sports Report:
'FOOTBALL

Farleigh's footballers were busy last month with the 1st XI playing no less than seven games and doing well, just
losing one of the games. Their victories came over Lenham 2- 1, Tri- Sports 3- 0 and Aylesford 5--0_ and a 1—0
victory over A F.C. Valour in the Tunbridge Wells cup quarter final, two draws over Yalding and Malge, both 2—2.
Finally the only defeat came at the hands of Three Suttons 3—1. Conversely the 2nd XI only played twice, losing
to Addington 2—1 but gaining a thumping victory over Kings Hill. Meanwhile our Vets. XI have played twice, losing
! both games 4—2 to Barming and Kings Hill.

'CRICKET

Our cricketers have just kick- started their season with a friendly versus Wateringbury, which they narrowly lost.
Chasing 175 we came up just 2 runs short. Our league starts on 1st May.

CLUB NEWS

Many thanks to those who supported our recent quiz evening and especially to Baino and Jenny for organising the
|event. Another very enjoyable evening was had by all.

Yours in sport,
Tel (01622 745744)

We thought the Quiz Night (April 24th) was a great success. The numbers whe participated fitted perfectly into the
church and a fun time was had by all The Baines’ questions were amusing and it was a mode! of how to conduct a
Quiz.

The Sports Club needs funds—in due course — to replace the football changing rocoms and the cricket tractor
sheds. Why not consider joining the Ton-up Club to support these worthy aims? -Eds
z Ton-up Ciub Winners: April
3 £25 Jane Reid £15  Gill Payne £10 Jonathan Beck

|
A LALEREL

R M M A A A A e~ = = = = = =

'Reputedly Authentic Put-down Lines. No. 6. (contributed by Michael Devenish).
'Michael was reminded (by this series) of one such story about Oscar Wilde, who with a friend, heard a particularly
bon mot from a third party, which prompted Oscar to comment, "1 wish | had said that".

and the friend to rejoin, "You will, Oscar, you will."

(How true, and an insight into the fact that Oscar worked hard on his “spontaneous” witticisms. -Eds)

Traffic Matters - There were the usual accidents last month in Heath Road. One, on 12th April, necessitated the
call-out of all three of the emergency services, but was not, in the end. thought to be that serious. The other, on
April 25th was a slight rear-end shunt, only notable because it involved a vintage sports car dating from 1925!

5P Mens — Mike Marsh writes—

| Our last event was a great success with 28 of us enjoying the hospitality of Shepherd Neame for a Brewery tour,
sampling a few ales and a hearty 2 course meal. Thanks 1o those who helped with transport - it was much appreci-
| ated.
'Our next event is at The Bull Pub, East Farleigh on Monday May 24th 7 30 pm - Pam Renton ,a local magistrate,
will talk about her work and the local court system. Do try and make the date if you can.
“fter that we have our Canal Boat weekend on 16th July - There are six places remaining and we would like to
fill these fairly soon. If you have not been boating before and if you are maybe a little apprehensive then can | en- |
‘ourage you to give it try- | am sure you won't be disappointed.
Dur country’s canal network has a rich heritage of beautiful countryside, glimpses of its industrial past , and it en-
-bles users to see wildlife while exploring the canals at a leisurely pace. On a sadder note. Philip Moore, one of
our regular members, died last week.. He will be greatly missed at our meetings - our thoughts and prayers are
with his family at this time. Update - The Big Breakfast meeting on Saturday October 16th will be held at
“oxheath Village Hall this year. M.M. 01622 745702

Next Freighter visit i the village is on Sunday 6th June 4 -5.15 pm by the Green.
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