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God's Delight...

| wonder what or who brings joy into your life at the moment? What or who makes your heart swell with delight at
the merest thought? A pensioner might jump up and down with excitement on winning the lottery; a lover might
feel like bursting with happiness at the sight of their beloved. We understand these emotions, and | hope that in
2008 you will find & goodly portion of joy yourself, but how often do you think about the way God delights in you?

At the turn of each year in this Benefice, we give out cards with a Bible verse on. The idea is that you keep this
card somewhere it can be seen throughout the seasons, so that you can ponder the verse alongside the different
twists and turns that the year will surely hold.

So, which verse have we chosen for 20087 It's from Psalm 147 verse 11...

God takes pleasure in those who honour him, in those who trust in his constant love
(Good News version) or as enother translation puts it...

-..iire Lord deilghts in those who fear him; who put their hope in his unfailing love.

Itis a given - a done deal if you like - that God's love for you is unfailing. Like a good parent, his love for us does
not disappear because we might forget or neglect him, But how God's heart rejoices and brims with pleasure
when he sees that we remember him in our lives; when we live with him &s our Lord; when we involve him in our’
daily decisions and talk to him and seek to do his will. Then, Jesus says, God is like a2 woman who when finding
& one tenth of her lost wealth, calls her friends to come and celebrate with her. And again, God is like a father
who throws a party for the son who came to his senses and remembered the blessings within his father's house.

So my hope is not just for your joy this year, but that you will choose to live 2008 with the purpose of delighting
God; by acknowledging him as your Lord and trusting in his good purposes for you.

Yours in faith
Ruth

Events at Christmas raise funds for All Saints and for Demelza House

The phrfstmas sale, billed as a Coffee Morning, succeeded in raising £300. Like the Carol Service and the Carol
S'angmg it was enjoyed by all who attended. These latter events raised more than £200 for Demelza House hos-
pice, while the cosy carol service at the White House pub collected a further £46. Many thanks to the landlords at
the local coniributing hostelries—the Good intent, the aforesaid White House and the Walnut Tree (where the
singers joined the Sports Club). ’

The Church is also grateful to have received a total of £4000 in grants from Maidstone Council ~-money which

has been spent on chairs, tables and collapsible (- if you get our drift....) staging to enable the church to house 2
yet wider variety of events more felicitously.

Ten Years of Campaigners/Thursday Club—Celebrate on January 5th 2008 at 7pm in All Saints.

All past members and leaders of the those children's groups which have now met for ten years on a Thursday
evening are invited to the celebratory party. Helen, Sue and all would love you to come and join in the fun ~
with dancing to a live band, games, quiz and lots of reminiscing. Soft drinks provided but bring a plate of food to
share. Next normal meeting Thursday 10th Jan at 545 pm.  Contact Helen for more information on 814445.
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West Farleigh All Saints, Church Lane
6th January 8 am Holy Communion
No Service this month at the White House

13th January 11 am Morning Prayer
20th January 9.16am Holy Communion
27th January 11 am Morning Prayer
East Farleigh
6th January S.15am Holy Communion
13th January 8.00am Holy Communion (bcp)
10.30 am Morning Prayer
20th January 11.00 am Family Service
27th January 8. 00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Mormning Prayer
Hunton
6th January 11.00 am Family Service
13th January 9.15am. Holy Communion (bcp)
20th January 11.00 am Morning Prayer (bcp)
27th January 9.15am Holy Communion
Coxheath
6th January 11.00 am Holy Communion
13th January §.30 am Morning Prayer
20th January 11.00 am Holy Communion
27th January 11.00 am Family Service
Linton
6th January 9.15am Holy Communion
13ih January 8.00am Holy Communion (bcp)
20th January 9.15am Holy Communion
27th January 9.15am Holy Communion
Clergy contact numbers:

Rev. Peter Walker  at the Vicarage 01622 747570
Rev. Ruth Bierbaum 01622 743866
Rev. David Jones 01622 741474
Contact the Rev. Peter Walker for Baptisms,

Thanksgivings, Weddings and Funerals.

Kent & Medway Biological Records Centre which is rightly
concerned about the invasion by & new ladybird. | haven't
seen one yet, but | do send all sorts of local records to the
KMBRC and commend the idea of submitting records to

you. My New Year resolution is to send many more! -Ed.

Looking for the Harlequin Ladybird

Have you heard of the new visitor to the country? The Ken
and Medway Biological Records Centre would like to intro.
duce you to the harlequin ladybird (Harmonia axyridis), This
ladybird is alien to the UK and extremely invasive,
According to some authors, this species competes with ou
native ladybirds and might replace our native ladybirds, jus!
as the grey squwrel did in Kent with the red squirrel. How-
ever, a lagdybird it can still help the gardener by eating
aphids. »

Originating from Asia. it was first recorded in Britain in Es-
sex, 2004. Since then, Kent has become a “hotspot” for the
species. The species is cumrently being surveyed by ento-
mologists led by Helen Roy of the Anglia Ruskin University
who says it has been described as “the most invasive lady-
bird on earth”.

We'd like to invite you to track the species by keeping an
eye out and telling us if you see one. You can also record
your sighting on the national website for the species:
www_ladybird-survey.org.

How to recognise a harlequin ladybird:

It is usually bigger than other ladybirds (6-Bmm long,
which is at least as big as a 7-spot ladybird);

it may be a variety of colours, which explains its
name ‘harlequin’ which means ‘colourful'  or
‘changing-colour’,

It may have lots of black spots (15 to 20) or 2 or 4 or-
ange or red spots;

It normally has brown legs.

As a recording centre, we collect, collate and disseminate
wildlife information specifically for Kent & Medway. Essen-
tially, if we know where species are, we can work towards
protecting them. You can get involved In wildlife recording
by letting us know about the harlegquin ladybird in your area
or anywhere in Kent & Medway!

In addition to the harleguin, we are interested to know about
gll species (plants, fungi, birds, spiders, elc.) occurring In
Kent. To be a usseful record, information needs 1o contain
the 4 'W's to mast national standards. These are Who (the

The Farleighs W 1.

“Let us Entertain You" - The Farleighs Wi Christmas produc-
tion did just that, playing to enthusiastic audiences.

Producer Bridget Ovenden, musical director Gary Poleykett
and choreographer Marianne Valencia are to be congratu-
lated as are the cast -six months of rehearsals really paid off.
It was great to see the drama group parform after an ab-
sence of several years.

Two comedies — The Doctors written by Farleighs WI mem-
ber Barbara Skinner and produced by Daphne Springett and
Many a Slip written by Luella Walsh and produced by Bar-
bara Skinner — gave the audiencs much amusement. Wel-
come back!

Happy New Year from all Farleighs WI members!

Recorder’'s name = you), What (the recorded species),
Where (the racord location) and finally,. When (date of the
sighting)

If you think recording may interast you, please do not hesi-
tate to contact us at:

Kent & Medway Biological Records Centre (KMBRC)
Tyland Barn. Sandling, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3BD
Tel: (01622) 685780 / 585645
E-mail: info@kmbrc.org uk Website: www.kmbrc.org.uk

Irene Folliott

FREIGHTER. The bulky refuse freighter will be by the
Green gt 9.15 am until 10.45 on Saturday 12th January.




