“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-ine in & village such as ours.”
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“ A well-drawn Life-line in the hand is a sign of vigorous and - Mustration of AS Saints’
lively energie. But put not your trust in palmistrie..” -Anon after Harold Harbour,

Merry Christmas

all our readers ¢ M

\

WEST FARLEIGH’S PRE- CHRISTMAS HIGHLIGHTS - YOUR ADVENT CALENDAR FOR 2007
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= The first events: Coffee morning at All Saints—December 1st 10 —12 am., with Bring ;\‘
g:and Buy, Cakes, Raffles, Preserves—all the seasonal flavours, plus pot luck. December 2nd |
& Carol Service at the White House. Join the regulars at 7 pm for an evening of Wassailing. 1r
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 Nativity Play performed 1

 (naturally) by the children. See :

lthe age-old story with a new 4

‘twnst All Saints Church on :
|

W
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tTRADITIONAL CAROL SERVICE

3 . On Sunday December 16th at 3.30 pm in All Saints. Music
: by the famed East Peckham Silver Band. Mince Pies and

L wine will be served to make this a truly festive occasion. Do 4 4 Thursday 13th December at
t come and make this a focus of the Christmas Season! £ 6.30 pm. All welcome!
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& Annual Carol Singing. Join the wandering minstrels for the evening of December 18th as g

&
.v they crawl the local pubs raising money for Charity. It ends at the Walnut Tree, where the Sporis &
-' Club join in! Singers {or just voices) of all types needed! *
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Christmas Trees delivered to your door! "\ (This month's Life-Line includes a Questionnaire
from the Kent Police. It is commendably straight-
in ald of West Farlelgh Sports Club forward and affords a weicome opportunity to
5.7 ft trees £18, 7- 10 ft trees £20 make your views known—quite anonymously (as
x though the sheets are numbered they are randomly
Contact Tel on 01622 745744 inserted into Life-Line ~Ed.) We hope Hannah
pport reclated Percival, our PCSO will find the results of this sur-
TS, i -— vey useful when she looks at them—so please make
. P-S. It might cost vou a cuppa and a mince ple! \the most of this opportunity. )

A big thank you to our tireless distributors who get Life-Line to you in all
weathers and at all seasons—none is more exacting than this one - but we
wish thom an extra special Christmas!



December Pastoral Letter, contributed by the Rev. Feter ¥valker

Dear Friends,
' The star which they had seen in the East went before them. till it
came and stood over where the young child was...." (St.Matthew 2:9)

A number of explanations have been given for the appearance of the star, each with its own difficulties. Amongst
these are that the star was a supernova or a cometora conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter. Because Scripture does
not explain or identify the star, we cannot state categorically what it was. it may simply have been the glory of the
Lord — the same experience which the shepherds saw when the angels appeared to them.

The Bible often equates the manifestation of God's glory with some sort of light. (¢.g: the book of Numbers 24:17
‘3 star shall come forth from the house of Jacob' or Revelation 22:16 Jesus is the ‘Bright and Morning Star’). So
we may well identify the light of the star as the glory of God.

The Magi or ‘Wise Men' were not following the star for their entire journey because they had to ask where Jesus
was bom. It wasn't until the Jews told them of the prophesied place of Chnist’s birth that the star reappeared and
| guided them on to Bethlehem and the exact spot where the baby lay.

EThese wise men, being learned men and acquainted with the literature of their time, including parts of the Jewish
writings, had correctly made the assumption that a star which they would see, would be the heraid of the coming of
the long awaited Messiah. The wise men made their long journey with one purpose in mind, to find the Saviour
and worship Him. They were true seekers after God, and though they had limited spirituai ight, they immediately
heard God's voice and they responded in faith and obedience. These wise men had the type of genuine seeking
hearts that God promises always to reward. ("You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with ail your heart

- Jeremiah 28:13).

| The coming of the Messiah was also the beginning of the New Age. St.Matthew, who is the only Gospel writer to
\report the journey of the wise men, uses a word in its original text meaning ‘genesis’. He begins his Gospel: The
book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ. the son of David, the son of Abranam'. If we lock further in chapter one at
verse 18 we read: ‘Now the bjrth of Jesus Christ took place in this way..” Here was beginning that the prophets
had foretold. Here was the new book of Genesis being written — here was the arrival of the new Adam!

Rivals to power are not welcome. So it was with Herod, a cruel man who ruled Judea as king by grant of the Ro-
man Senate from 37 to 4 BC. An ageing and failing tyrant he ordered the slaughter of the innocent children of
Bethleham in the hope of killing the Messiah The religious leaders of the day were indifferent. They advised Herod
on the prophetic words of Micah:

‘But you O Bethiehem who are little among the tribes of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is t© be

ruler in Israel’ (Micah 5:2). Sadly they rejected Jesus as the one they looked for - not even when he was born, not
when he ministered among them, and not when he suffered and died and rose from the grave.

Here we are once again on the threshold of the celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Saviour. History shows us
three responses to this unrivailed act of God: Hostility, Indifference and Worship.

Hostility from Herod, Indifference of the religicus leaders and the Worship of the wise men. These three character-
istics of people’s view of Christianity in the twenty first century are alive and welll

What may our response be to Him who was made known to the worid by the witness of the wise men who followed
a star to discover the Saviour? Chrisimas is a time when wise men and women see beyond the turkey and tinsel
(as happy and enjoyabie as those parts of the Christmas celebration are) to that which brngs meaning 1o our exis-
tence.

O God,

Who by the leading of a star

| Mamifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
Mercifully grant that we,

Who know you now by faith,

May at last behold your glory face to face;

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord....." (Collect for the Epiphany)

With cvery blessing for a Happy and Holy Christmas from us both,

| Pater and Diana



§ Jim Patch needs no introduction to Life-Line readers, many of whom will know that he had what's euphemist- 1
i cally called an ‘interesting war”. On page 4 you can see he spoke to the Evergreens aboul his expenences, |
8 but having heard he had made a tnp to the Aegean to pay tribute to former comrades, we asked him to teli usl
¥ about it.. ..

i A Personal Remembrance
§ In October | went back to Leros.

“And where is Leros? "l hear you cry.

f;: it is an island in the Aegean Sea between Greece and Turkey , one of the Dodecanese group in the south east-
i ern part of that idyllic area and within sight of the Turkish coast.

Idyilic no doubt but in 1943 both Churchill and Hitler were thinking not so much about its beauty as the strategic
position it occupied for possible future operations in that part of the world. The result was that fierce fighting
| took place for possession of the Island between Commonwealth and German forces who landed there.

I Memories of those who were killed in the fighting are kept alive at well chosen sites in appropriate places along
i the island cosst. The purpose of my visit was to lay wreaths at these spots where so many of my erstwhile
j comrades lay. The main cemetery contains about 200 graves and there are separate memorials to two war-
S ships sunk in the harbour, HMS Intrepid and the Greek destroyer Queen Olga. The cemetery and memornals
§ are carefully and lovingly looked after by the island people. The wreath laying ceremonies were attended by the
§ Naval and Military Attache from the British Embassy in Athens, the mayor and civil and church dignitanes, a
¥ Greek naval band, a detachment of armed soldiers who fired a salute , boy scouts and girl guides and lots of
¥ pecple. | was proud to be there.

§ Jim Patch :

REMEMBRANCE DAY November | Ith 2007
Jim also read out the “Immortal Words" at West Farleigh's own remembrance service in All Saints Church last
month. The service was well attended, considering we have no uniformed organisations to participate. The

service was conducted by Eileen Doyle. Everyone was glad that the timing of the 2 minutes silence was pretty
accurately related to the chiming of the hour on the restored (automatic!) church bell.

I'he Farleigh's History Society invite you to—
A Chnistmas Social Evening
With short presentations on:
Local Airficlds of WW2
Norah Cluff, East Farlcigh’s 1¥ WW Nurse, and Christmas Traditions in Kent
Seasonal Refreshments and Quiz
‘The East Farleigh Club 7 30 pm Thursday 6th December 2007
Tickets: £2.00 on the door. Members Free
Evervone welcome

INNOMINATA IN CONCERT BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND SATURDAY 15TH DECEMBER
8PM AT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH WATERINGBURY
" MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS " WITH MUSICAL DIRECTOR BENJAMIN ROUS
TICKETS £5 AVAILABLE FROM JAN PURSEY 01622 814324




THURSDAY CLUB
This club for primary age children meetes on Tuesdays in term-time. We will be preparing for our end of

term Christmas service, so there will be songs to learn, sketches to practise and props and scenery to

be made. We will & having iots of fun. Ring Sue on 728252 for more information.
len n

EVERGREENS
Jim Patch toid the Evergreens all about his wartime expernences. it was an amazing tale of bravery,

hardship, stamina and determination. The members were enthralled by his tale. A very fitting talk for Re
membrance week. Thanks Jim, for sharing your story with us.

We shall be going to Spadeworks for our Christmas lunch on the 11th December and are looking for-
ward to our  trip to London in January to see Billy Elliot. Thanks to a grant from KCC we are able 10 ac
something a little different to our usual trip ta the Hazlitt Pantomime. H.S.

...............

Children’s Nativity
Everyone is welcome to the children’s dramatisation of the Christmas story.
: Thursday 13th December 6.3C pm in West Farleigh Church.
4 This is suitable for both children and adults. Do come along and join in the traditional carols. The young
H people are working hard. learning their words, remembering where they are supposed to be and over-
i coming stage fright and the giggles! It should be alright on the night! o
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The Farleighs WI Contributed by Pam Clark
Pub and nordic walks, line dancing—now the latest W.1. Activity—curling classes — what next!

A letter has been received from the British and Intematicnal Sailors” Society thanking our members for the knittet
hats they had made for seafarers.

The dans team has reached the Medway Valley Wi District Final.

Barbara Skinner and Pam Clark have been compiling a scrap book and portiolio of The Farieighs W) 2007, for
County and National competitions.

So cager are our members fo have a ook before the books are submitted for judging, that (wearing white gicves
of course!) they will be permitted to look through them at the January meeting.

Martyn Harrison's “Music and Mirth of Harry Secombe brought back happy memories of The Goons.

The Christmas production of “Let Us Entertain You® will be held at The Farieighs Wi Hall, Forge Lane, East Far-
leigh on Friday, 14th December at 7.30p.m. and Saturday, 15th December at 2.30p.m.

Plsase phone Maidstone 728167, Maidstone 726704, Maidstone 743382 for tickets.
Not to be missed!

CHARLTON LANE GARDEN WINS GOLD AWARD

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Henty's garden was recently awarded gold in the Kent Wildlife Trust's “Gardening with Wi
life" competition. The award was presented at a small ceremony at the Yalding Organic Garden, by the Dep
Mayor of Maidstone, Councillor Denise Joy. Mr. Henty attributes his success not to any major schame but to ¢
tails such as providing scented flowers like buddleia and sedum fo atiract bees, butterflies, hoverflies and ott
insects The judges were also complimentary abaut the mixed hedgerow of mainly native species like hawtho
ivy and damson, which is very “wildlife friendly”. To clinch the title Mr Henty says that he sent his wife into
garden “to add to its wildlife interest” while the judges were present! Congratulations to them both!

In the same competition a different category was won by East Farieigh School which many of “our” children
tend. J_} is good to know that they are diligently studying both gardening and wildife. E

-

The compensations of old age.

OP‘B?C radio last week the tale was (03¢ of an interview with a aged man—a 103 year old named Tlubbard  Tle admitted 10 being
. Ty B T e W e e R, 2 e B - oy 3 1 1 - < sl
2 g Ui St e g e e B 8 d s di el sanlied. “There’s not much poer pressure!



West Farleigh
2nd December

| Church Services

December 2007
All Saints, Church Lane

8 am Holy Communion
11 am  Service of the

INot called the Grey Heron for nothing.....

Like very many of our reacders, we have a garden pond.
Ours is quite small — no more than 2 meters or so in di-
ameter — and unfortunatefy it is in a position where we
cannot see it from the windows of our house. So for years
| have puzzied over a grey film that appears on its surface

Word at the White House from time to time. Not unlike a film o oil — but without the
9th December 11am  Family Service rainbow effOC!be :l ;:tﬂis pale mgm utterly flimsy, but with what
appear to ightly thicker scattered among it. It
16th December 9.15am No service cartainly doesn't look attractive: you can imagine it's a pol-
- lutant. Gradually | came to the conclusion that the film
3.30pm Carol Service was associated with the grey heron. which often visits our
23rd December 11t am Moming Prayer pond, aithough es Vve said | can't see # dirsctly, uniess it
. perches, as it sometimes does, atop an adiacent tree. |
24th December  9.30 pm Holy Communion know that herons have a special methed of preening. Typi-
Christmas Eve cally birds have a preen gland which exudes a special oil
. y which they spread over their feathers, like brilliantine per-
25th December 10.45 am Service for All haps, to help keep them neat and waterproof. The heron
= has a subtly different method. It grows special feathers
Christmas Day * Holy Communion | o e away into “powder down” and the bird uses
30th December 10.30 am United Benefice at |its bill to spread this on its feathers to condition and water-
Hunton proof them, just as other birds use neat oil. | believe that
: the grey film on the pond’s surface is this powder down,
[ Easi Farieigh washed of the heron's feathers. The books | have con-
2nd December 915 am Holy Communion | Sulted do no not mention this, but a fellow writer of nature
o , notes— a lady from Hertfordshire called Wendy Bathurst —
Sth December 8.00 am Holy Communion | has recorded this, and confirms this view. saying ‘The grey
10.30 am Morning Prayer film always comes after the heron has been.” It seems
16th Decamber 6.00 pm. Carol Service the heron produces an awful lot of the powder down. but |
$ suspect that like oil it spreads until it's unimaginably thin
23rd December 8. 00 am Holy Communion  {ehamists may like to know that the composition of preen
10.30 am Moming Prayer oil is chemicafly very interesting, with points in common
24th D ; 4.00 pm Christing! with commercially desirable waxy oils.
? Neediess to say, the herons visit the pond to catch the
11.30 pm Holy Communion goldfish at any season and frogs in the early spring — they
25th December 10.45 am Family Service wreak havoc with both. | am uncertain whether my fish are
Hunton now extinct: months go by without seeing any but then
" they are back, probably feeling free o surface as a heron
2nd December 11.00 am Family Service hasn't been around of late
Sth December 8.15am Haly Communion  |Herons are a wonderful part of our birdiife and after the
16th December .00 pm Carol Service swan and Canada goose are our largest common bird. in
1 addition to fish they often eat voles and can be seen
23rd December 9.15 am Fioly Communion  |sianding in the middle of grassy fields. They can manage
24th Decamber 11.30 pm Holy Communion  [enormous fish, including fiat ﬁshh on the seashore. Pe:-
: haps, like me, you have seen a heron struggling to swal-
25th December 915am  Service for Al low such & large and wide item, but they can Streteh their
30th December 10.30 am Benefice Service |neck wonderfully. Of course, | couid net our pond against
Coxheath them, but | don't in the end begrudge them our fish. Her-
g o ons have done very well in the last 40 years. thanks to
2nd December 11.00 am Holy Cammunion mild winters and -yes- the spread of garden ponds. Also,
Decem ; they are easy to count st their communal nest sites. so we
ol g 10:30@m m::'gyf”rayer have known their numbers historically, with accuracy, for
longer than any other bird. The nesrest large heronry to
16th December 11.00 am Holy Communion  |us is probably at Cobham, but their steady flight can carry
them across our skies very readily. Stray nesting attempts
ety Carql Senm?e are probably made much nearer West Farleigh occasion-
23rd Dacember 11.00am Family Service ally, so signs of this should be looked for.
24th December 5.00 pm Children's Service © Tim Hill
11.15pm Holy Communion .
25th December 1045am  Sarvice for Al Linon continued
Ladon 16th December  4.00 pm Carol Service
2nd December 8.15am  Holy Communion 23rd December  9.15am Holy Communion
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{Youth Sport Contributed by lan Wratten
All our teams are ridng high in their leagues and enjoying the sport!
Under 8's

The u 8's had a fascinating match against Burwash and after going 3-1 down the team powered for-
ward to win 8-4. This was followed by two wins against Great Chart The first game was a comfort-
able 7-0 away win but the following week the reverse fixture was a tougher proposition. However, the Farleigh
players came out on top with a 1-0 victory that puts them second in the league,

Under 9's,

The u §'s have had three wins so far this menth, winning 3-2 against Cranbrook, 2-0 against Tenterden and 3-1
against Great Chart. This puts them 4% in the league but within one win of second place.

Under 10's

The u 10°s sit top of their league after a 3-3 draw against second place Beckley, and wins against Smarden and
Wittersham. '

Further developments at All Saints Church

Those of you who have used the church for social functions will have realised that facilities would be improved
by the addition of more tables, light portabie chairs and some staging. The PCC are delighted that at a recent
meeting of the Maidstone Local Board Planning Commitiee - KCC Committee ~ the members allocated £3.000
from the Small Community Capital Projects Fund towards the purchase of these items. Paulina Stockell, our
local KCC councillor, has also given us £1,000.from her allowance. The PCC will provide the remaining £2,000.
This will initially come from money set aside for repairs to the stonework until the time sufficient money has
been raised. A donation made in memory of Janet Eastwood will be put towards this.

The tables arrived in time for use at the Harvest supper and it is hoped that the other items will arrive before
Christmas.
The church will now have all the facilities needed for a range of small functions from committee meetings to the
performance of plays and concerts. Coffee mornings, a training session for diocesan workers, the Harvest
Supper and other events have aiready taken place there. The building is now warm and comfortable and
available ror rental at competitive rates. It is your Church. Do use it! If you are interested in renting it please
contact Christine Hill on 813018.

V.Grainger

N.B.. The Church is still seeking cleaners to spread the burden of this task more lightly among us. Can you
heip? Call any member of the P.C.C.

NEW YEAR EDITION OF LIFE-LINE: Readers may recall that there was a short edition of Life-Line
in January a year ago. We intend to do the same this year (though the content may not be identicall).
This would mean Life-Line editor hasn't had a break for some 15 months or more — but don’t worry, it
will come. and with little warning. Then you'll all have a peaceful month. ... Happy New Year everyons

MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL. WEEKEND FREIGHTER SERVICE 2008
The freighter will be by the Green on Saturday 12™ January from 9.15 to 10.45 am

ADF CLEANING SERVICES
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL WINDOW CLEANING
Local reliable window cleaner providing an excellent service at low cost.

Additional services
e [Emptying and cleaning gutiering

e  Washing fascias

e Cleaning conservatories (including rools)
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Thomas Ibar and associare

Osteopathic Practice
D.0., Bsc(Ost) Hons,
Registeced ostcopath

Member of the General Osteo-
pathic Council

Structural and cranial osteopathy

Sports ijunies 2ad pregnancy care

Chnic for babes, children and adults
Massage thempy
}?::“ a.n}:s neck pain, joint pain, acthritic pam, migrine
Daytime, evening and Saturday moming appointments,
with ample on site parking.
Recommended by local GPs.
Barham Court, Teston
Maidstone, Kent ME18 5BZ

I.M
VEHICLE
DIAGNOSTICS

Professional and reliable mobile service

VAN TRUCK

CAR

» Vehicle fault code anzlysis
* Air conditioning re-gas & repair
¢ Vehicle servicing and repairs

Prompt Attention
Competitive Rates
Fully Insured

Telephone:-
07779 653406 or 01622 725298

Email: imvdiagnosticsiihotmail.co.uk |

Tel: (01622) 618 637 Emergency: 07887 924885
TREATMEN'T IN A SAFE AND
PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT
B
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COMESTIC N RPPROVED
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Bernhardt Electrical Ltd.

Dormestic & Commercial

NO CALL OUT CHARGE

FREE QUOTATIONS

Additional lighting and power
Shower installations, including plumbing
Fuse board upgrades and replacements

$ - . illennium Lifestyle Property Services
. Home and Garden Tmprovements
7 Penny Cress Gardena, Oskwood Rosd, Miodetone
Our teams offer a range of profassional senioss with & persons!
fouch to help you fo make o diflerence fo both your homs snd gardan:

Property Sarvices Horticultural Services

Kitchen and bathroom refurbishment Garden improvements and planting

specislists planning
Sympathetic property restoration Lower maintenance garden alterations
Property modemisation Garden mainknance, tidying and
General property maintsnance and clearance

repair Lawn mowing and hedge cutting
Solid wood and bminate ficoring Hard landscaping
Exterior and interior painting

Our envirenmentally fiendly Waste Chartor is © recycle wharaver possiie and
10 di5pose of materials in sccordance with Environmental Agency guidelines.

Please contact us to discuss your requiroments further

Garden / security lighting
Installations, testing, inspections
Building Society reports

Paul Bernhardt
he Cottage, 2 The Green, West Farlelgh, ME15 ONP
el: (01622) 813289 Mob: 07836 384616
Fax: (01622) 812821
Emall: paulbern2002@yahoo.co.uk

Partf P Buildinag Boaitlatinne Annraved

‘ Teleﬂone 01622 726700 or e-mail m’ﬂonnimiif_v_stzﬂzs.com

COXHEATH VETERINARY SURGERY
& Westerhill Road, Coxheath ‘s

Professional Pel Halthesre in 8 beight, canng,
frendly atmosphere
Aodern Diggnostic & Operating Facilities.
Opening hours: Mon/Fri 8.30am-Tpen, Sei Swan-12 noon




=poris Keport.
FOOTBALL

It has been a long time since cur 1st Xl footballers have experienced a set of results as bad as last
month, but we have been there before and hopefully we can turn things around. For the record we lost
3 - 0 to Ditton, 6 - 0 to Downswood, 9 -0 to Malgo and finally 4 - 0 to Eccles. Here's hoping we'll get a
goalscorer for Christmas!

Our 2nd XI have also struggled to find winning ways but we did manage to progress in the Tunbridge

Wells cup. This came in the form of a workman-like performance, beating Dowgate 4-0. However, al-
though competing well at times in our other three matches we were unable to achieve another favour-
able result, losing to Headcorn 4 -2, Wateringbury 4 -2 and finally going down 4 —3 at Eccles.

Our forthcoming Christmas raffle is on Tuesday 18th December at the Walnut Tree, East Farleigh.
Tickets are now available. Please let me know if you would like some. Your support would be appreci-
ated.

Yours in sport - Wishing my reader a very happy Christmas!
Tel
01622 745744

Ton Up Club Winners November
1st prize - £25, 2nd -£15, 3rd—-£10

Second -~ Christine Back Third - lan Pearce

Some points extracted from the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council’s meeting of November 5th. 2007,

. The Chainnan welcomed all present and introduced the new Clerk  Later in the mecting 3 presentation was made
to the retiring Clerk, David Swan. and Councillors unanimously thanked him for his most valuable contribution
during his long service to the Parish Council.

B The new noticebouards had been ordered and were expected to be delivered in about a month,

fe. The replacement of the damaged and rotten posts on the Green of which there were thought to be 23 would go

ahead.

l o A County Councillor had had a meeting with Alan Johnson at Maidstone Hospital regarding the serious problems

of C-Inff und reported that there had been a reduction of incidences since the Government report.

. Village Cateways. The Clerk produced the cost for the gateway sigas that Boughton Monchelsea had mstalled
and there followed some discussion regarding the positioning and size of similar signs for the Parish.

- Crime Figures. Ms Percival reported there had been no reported crimes from 3™ Seplember to date. However,
Clirs were aware that the Church had been broken into on 4™ November with some damage to the door Jock al-

though nothing had been stolen.

- the pilot scheme survey of roads and speeds carried out by MBC will be completed shortly and resulis notificd
to each Parish.

. Next Meeting (all welcome) January 7th. 2008.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

The Parish Council would like to hear from anyone interested in taking over the co-ordination of the
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. This is a significant and worthwhile activity within the village which could po:
sibly be shared between a number of pecple. aided by our P.C.S.0. Hannah Percival.

Express your interest please to Vikki Stancombe Parish Clerk Tel (01622 842782

On the matter of potential crime, two youths with bicycles were disturbed from the back of a house in Lower Road. The own-
ers were gardening at the time and returned by chance. The valus of locking the house when “up the garden” is evident.



