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MAY DAY AT KETTLEBRIDGE

Our local Morris dancers, the Kettle Bridge Clogs, this year celebrate 20 years of dancing.
The Kettle Bridge Clogs is a ladies’ North West Morris team which takes its name from the original
Kettle Bridge, which later became known as Barming Bridge.

As part of the 20th anniversary celebrations, the team is hoping for
a bumper turn out on Saturday, May 1, which marks the start of the
summer dancing season,

Although the dancers will be out and about bright and early to see
the sunrise over Bluebell Hill, @ more sociable time to see them is at
7pm when they carry out the traditional procession across the
Medway from West Farleigh to Barming at about 7 pm, followed by a
short dance display at the Bridge.

The groups will then be dancing again at the East Farleigh Bull, from about 8pm, followed by a music
session Inside,

For more Information about the Kettle Bridge Clogs and their activities, contact Secretary Ian Sharp on
01622 721778 or 01622 618658, or surf the website www.kettlebridgeclegs.co.uk which contains
more information about the group and their dancing, as well as their programme for the summer.

DETLING SINGERS ARE YOU INSURED?

The talanted and popular Detling Singers will be in The retirement of Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator
concert 8t Wess Farleigh Church on Saturday, May 15, 8 Ivor Maskell has left West Farlelgh in 2 vulnerable
starting at 7.30pm. position,

1t is sevaral years since the singers last performed in Not only Is no-one laising with the police on & regular
West Farleigh when thelr programme was hugely pasis, but residents claiming discount on their contents
entartaining, insurance by virtue of living in 3 Neighbourhood Watch
The pregramme ranges from foik and traditional to area could fing themselves In trouble,

contemporary and modern and the singers, accompanied by Bob Parish Clerk David Swan explained: "It is my belief that
Caucowe!l and nsurance companies only offer discounts in accredited
conducted by lan Perry, have put together a lively programme for areas which, without a co-ordinater, we are not,

this year's concert. *It anyone would like to take on the roie, the whole

ickets are now on sale from Janica Lawrence (B20713) or Jane village would be indebted.”

Stewart (812562). Thay are priced £35 and include a glass of wine Hunton has & ccuple of small schemes which function
and refreshments. (Any remaining tickets will be £6 on the door, ¢ well and suppert is availzble to the co-ordinater frem the
best to book early!) police, The role 5 not gnerous but needs semeane with
RS a sense of community and, preferably, an Iintemet
CRICKET MATCH connection, If anyone feels able to take on the job, they
The annual cricket match between Wateringbury and West Farieigh can centact David Swan on 314445 for more informaticn,
takes place on Friday June 25, starting at Spm. This is always a Incidents In West Farleigh are rare, but residents shoula
pleasant family social evening, with 3 barbecue and refreshments, always be on their guard. Last month, Intruders stole

cake stall and raffie, If anyone would like to play In the team, please  £500 of fishing tack'e and equipment from a garage in
cell Huw Evans on 812222 as soen as possible, Chariton Lane.




DUTCH ELM DISEASE

A couple of weeks ago I had a conversation over a hedgerow
with Don Goodwin who was supervising the removal of some
dead trees, In this case they were on his own land, but he has
also had removed other dead specimens which had been
marked as a potential danger or trouble If (or rather when)
they came to fall. Almost all were elm trees - the victims of
Dutch Elm Disease, These particular dead specimens were not
the great eims 100 foot high or mere which many of us can
remember from the 1960°s, but the clones of those long dead
giants, for they were the suckers arising from the roots.

This was the normal way In which the English Elm spread.

We also had a couple of different eim species in this country,
the Wych Elm, and the Smooth-leaved Eim, and these too
came to be affected.

What happened towards the end of the 1960 was that a
fungus arrived In England, and proceeded to attack the eims,
blocking their pores and leading to their death, over a season
or two, Called Dutch Elm Disease, it actually came from
America, in a new virulent form. Originally the disease may
have come from Asia, to Europe (particularly being noted in
Holland - hence the name) but then spreading to the United
States, where It mutated and became more aggressive before
returning to Europe.

You could say it was rather like the epidemic of myxomatosis,
but It has baen much more effective as a disease than
myxomatosis, simply because rabbits have had a hundred
generations since the disease struck to develop resistance,

whereas eims have not yet had one! The fungus was spread by

beeties - elm bark beetles - which had always been with us,
boring Into the elms, now simply carrying the deadly fungus
from cne tree to another.

After the great elms died, there appeared to many to be some
nope, for the eims suckered extensively, sprouting to 20, 30
feet or more, but signs of the disease quickly reappeared, and
over a few seasons the new trees died too. Their skeietons
are now being removed, and It is unlikely that anyone living
today will be able to appreciate the great billowing follage of
tall elms In Britain again.

I would say that this has been the most tragic loss of all to our
natural history in the last century. Our young people will onty
get an idea of the old rural landscape with eims from
photographs or the paintings of a Constabie.

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME

If I were to stand In the street and offer £10 notes to
all passing by, I Imagine most would be very suspiclous
and refuse! They must be forgeries or I must be mad.
1 expect most wondered about Jesus when one Bank
Holiday in the buslest of places he shouted "Anyone
thirsty? Come to me and drink”™,

It wasn’t offering bottled water that he was offering,

but semething infinitely more potent. I wonder how
many came up and asked him what it was,

Come and hear about the Holy Spirit on Whitsunday!
Eisewhere in the Bible somecne quotes Jesus as saying
“It is more biessed to glve than to receive”.

He doesn't say there Is no blessing in receiving, and If
there were no recelvers, to whom could we give?

yet I know of people who find It hard to accept from
others. Offer them a spare radio or electric fire and
they wiil want to give you something for It.

I also know of those who don't like claiming what it Is
thelr legitimate right to be receiving - a State Benefit

'perhaps - because to them it verges on charity
‘1 know of elderly people whe want to retain their
'Independence (can anyone be truly independent and

have no need of others?), yet, these same people once
were the first to offer others help when needed. i}
What a pity if we cant be good receivers!

When It comes to God, everything we are and have
derives from Him, so we have to accept that we are
receivers (and surely with grateful hearts, for the gift of
life is good).

More than this, God is not only our creator, he is aiso
our rescuer. We think that we can sort out ourselves

| and the werld if only we made a real effort, But we

'dont!

Let’s admit it, we need His help.

' Sometimes there Is aiso a strong feeling that we need
'to eam our way into heaven. In reality, God freely

| offers us etemnal life,

It’s a pity If we don* like
receiving anything without giving in return, for that
may mean we find it hard to readily accept God's grace,
vet, what more pleasure can we give Him than to
accept it and go on happily doing our best to live as we

know He would like us to?

Those old enough to remember may find the loss too painful to |

dwell on, and will perhaps tremble at the arrival of ancther tree |

disease, "Sudden Oak Death”., This also comas from America,
and affects a wide range of specles, Let us hope that It is not
as fatal as Dutch Elm Disease, the acronym of which,
appropriately enough, was "DED" .

Tim Hill

|

Roger Castle, Rector

THE BIG BOOT FAIR

'Yalding Scout Group is hoiding 2 Big Boot Fair on

'Sunday May 16 from 9am-2pm on The Lees in
Yalding.
| Pitches are £6 for cars booked in advance, £8 on

LIFE-LINE DEADLINE

Deadline for the June Life- Line will be FRIDAY 28 MAY
Please have all articles and informaticn submitted prior to this
date. :

the day (£10 for vans).

Entrance is 40p (children free) For more details or
to book a pitch, contact Karen Martin, 01622
814444,
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FUN FOR ALL AT THE FARLEIGH SPRING FAIR!

'Plans are now taking shape for the action-packed Spring Fair and Plant Sale, being held on The Green
on Sunday, June 13.

A host of activity and entertainment has been booked, including music from the Cornwallis Wind and |
Jazz Bands and West Malling Brass Band. There will be dancing and entertainment from the FarleIQhS"
WI, with an Inter-pub tug-of-war contest, barbecue, bar and all kinds of stalls and sideshows.

Plants of all kinds and garden sundries and produce are required for the plant stalls (contact Huw and
Sarah Evans on 812222), along with home made cakes and jams (contact Helen Swan on 8144453),
old china and crockery for the crockery smash and bottles of any description for the bottle tombola
(call Jane Stewart on 812562).

The Sports Club are organising a grand prize draw - prizes include a TV, DVD player and mountain
bike - and tickets are now on sale around the village at 50p each (£5 3 book). Your editor has a

supply - please purchase generously!

Fine weather has been booked but, In the unlikely event that conditions should cisappoint, waterproof
covering has been organised to prevent the day being a wash-out! Derek and Lynn at the Good Intent
have kindly offered to organise an outdoor bar, to complement the barbecue and salads on sale, and
there will be a bouncy castle, face painting, welly throwing and a2 wide range of fun and games for the
children, as well as a petanque competition and mere challenging pursuits (1) for the adults.

The fun gets underway at 1pm, when the Fair will be opened by Councillor John Williams, and continue
through the afternoon. Lucky programmes will be distributed with next month’s Life-Line and the Prize
Draw will also take place on the day. Put the date in your diaries now!

ELECTIONS 2004 EVERGREENS
For those who wonder what on earth the Parish Council 5 great time was had when we all went to see
do, the elections on June 10 give you an opportunity t0 sgeahiscuit” and had lunch at Frankie and Benny's,

your viliage! venue yet to be decided. Regular members will be
All Parish Councillors are up for re-election on that day phoned about the venue nearer the time.
and there will be at least one vacancy to be filled. If anyone is able to seat approx 15 people in their

Membership is open to any gualified village resident 50 If  giuving room and is willing to share their home every
you are interested piease have a word with the Clerk 0n 4,y and again Helen (814445) would be most pleased

814445 or with any of the present Counclliors. 'to hear from you.

Clerk David Swan can help and advise but applications do |, bring our own food and crockery, and take away
have to be with him by May 6 at the latest. the washing up. All you need to do Is Hoover up the
Villagers also have an opportunity to find out more about | crumbs! i

the work of the Parish Council at the Annual Parish George Reffell was taken into hospital on Easter
Meeting which takes place on May 10 at 8pm In the Monday, after being unwell for a few days. He is being

Church. This is your once-in-a-year opportunity to Quiz | a) jooked after and is enjoying not having to cook for
the members about their work and decisions which affect .. .caifr we all wish him a speedy recovery.

your viliage. Don't miss it!

CAMPAIGNERS CREAM TEAS

The new terms started on Aprll 29, We hope that the fine weather lasts so
that we can make good use of the Cricket fieid. Having been cooped up In the SUNDAY MAY 16 3-5.30pm

church for two terms, everyoneé s looking forward to the freedom and space. NETTLESTEAD PLACE

Cooking is on the menu for the younger ones, How on earth can we mange (next to Nettlestead Church)
that? We have not been beaten yet - there has to be a way!!! Parking—Disabled Parking—
Looking after yourself and exercising |s what the oldar ones will be deing. This Gardens

opens up a lot of epportunities to get out and about. Last month we szid we

would be going tobogganing, but unfortunately it rained and the brakes den't Profits to Christian Aid. i
| work In the rain so we had a very quick change of plans and want ice-skating The teas are served in the l
instead, We cant let them down, $0 tobogganing Is on the pian for this haif | Medieval Undercroft and

term.. , Our half term service will be on Thursday May 27 at 6.3Cpm, followed | arge gamns_

by & parents versus Campaigners challenge! Do ceme along and join us. |




SPORTS REPORT SERVICES - MAY 2004

Farieighs 1st XI footbaliers have continued their fine form and since 2 8am Holy Communion

Cnhristmas have secured a safe mid-tadle position and, hopefully, a - Rev Roger Castle

great platform to build an for next se3son. 6pm Evening Alternative

Last month's results were 3 victory over Malge (3-2), but then 2 - Ruth Bierbaum / Helen Swan
satback losing 4-3 te Leeds and, finally, back to our winning ways, 9 11lam Morning Worship, All Age

beating Freemasans 5-2. - Rev Roger Castle

Our 2no XI have alsa nhac a good month and have glven themselves a 16 9.15am Holy Communion

Iifzline. With ona game left, we still have a chance of staying up

We started with & remarkable 6-0 thrashing over Safeways and
maintained cur good farm, beating Monarchs the following week by
3-2. However, we did lose 4-0 at home to Risers. This ail adds up to &
dramatic last game against top-of-the-table Marden, Hopefully we can
get the result we recuire!

Our cricketers were due to start thelr campaign on April 23, with two
friendiies before the league programme begins on May €,

If anyone would like a focture card, please let me know, We are atill
looking for volunteers to halp with umgiring, s¢oring - and 2 tea lady

from time tc time would be mest appraciatea! | NB: For getails of other services in the
Our latest ton-up winners are: | Benefice, contact Rev'd Roger Castle on

- Rev Ruth Bierbaum
20 ASCENSION DAY
10am Benefice Communion & Coxheath
Bpm Benefice Communion @ Coxheath
23 1liam Morning Worship
- Miss Christine Bostock
30 WHIT SUNDAY 11am Holy Communion
- Rey Roger Castls

Joan Crichton  £25 Maicstane 747570.
Simon Clubbley £15 ’ For arrangements for Baptisms, Thanksgivings
Alan Godfrey £10 ’ or Marriages, pleasa contact Revd. David Jones on
741474,
Cheers
Tel
( M/stone 745744) EVENING ALTERNATIVE

| ©On Sunday May 1 at 6pm - "New Life in Today's
- o 1 World!" Jesus died that we may have a new life, Come

SP_RING PLANT SALE » | along and experience this different type of worship,

The White House pub Is nolding 2 Plant Sale in aid ¢f The Oid Folks Four ‘ All ages welcome.
Chanty ¢n May 30 and 31, in the pub garden, Sunday June 6 at 6pm "Three in One.”
The sale is one of meny ongeing fundraising events being organised by An all purpose oil to keep our tools and equipment in
pub Jocals throughout 2004 far this worthy cause and they hope to | good order, or something to keep ourselves in good
exceed last year's total of £4,755 by the end of the year. order. No, we've not lost it!!
There will be 8 wide range of plants, hanging baskets and garden Come along and see what wa are cn about,
sundries on sala - for further infarmation, please contact Jan Morris on
01622 820520. MOTHERIS UNION
FLORAL TRIBUTES Meetings are held on the third Wednessay of each
Many thanks to Tim Hill and Pippa Wakefied for the generous donations menth at 2pm in the Coxheath Scout HQ, Westerhill
of flowers and foliage which helpec to make the church so respiendent Road, Coxheath and a Corporate Communion Service is
over the Zaster period. | heid on the first Thursday at 10am in Hely Trinity

=3 = = Church.All meetings 2re cpen to everyone, men
BENEFICE UNITED | Included, $0 why not come zleng and bring a friend.
The monthiy Fellowship evening for all five churches restarts after the You will be made very weicome and refreshments are
Easter break on Tuesday May 11 at the Coxheath Centre (benind the served!
Bell PH) 2t 7.30 p.m. For mere information contact Lesley Marsh, Branch Co-
An important report ‘Mission-shaped Church’ has recently been ordinator. Tel 01622 745702

published, It asks some very pertinent questions @.g. what have been
the mazér changes in the way of life for people in the community where TOGETHER

you live? What effects have any such changes had on the life of the The Housegroup for East and West Farleigh. meets at
church In your area? In what ways has your church responded anc what | Stabie Cottage, East Farleigh, the home of 2at and John
more could be done? Questions like these will De the basis of this Wilmshurst (phone 728241 for directions) as follows:
months subject for discussion, | Manday May 10, 7.45 for 8pm

| Please bring some food to share as 2 buffet supper at the start of the Monday May 24, 7.45 for 8pm

| evening, which ends at 9.45 p.m. If you have not been before you will Tne group is currantly studying Pzul's letters to the

| find that this is 3 geod event to meet with these from other churehes for | pnaippians. All are weicome - each evening stands

| an emoyadble evening, alone: there Is no commitmant to come to avery

meeting.




Snooker, Pool and Football Tables

Save ££s, and buy dirsct... « Home snooker & pool
Small home lagies o professional

full aize tables tables

Footbal, snocker, pool, tatle tan- e Snooker and pool cues
nis and i hockey tables and all and accessories
ACCASSONEE Tor the ahove sports

Racovers, reniovations and servics @ Football tables
contracts avalabée «Table tennis tables

Uarts, gartboards and many pub
games * Roulette tables

A large range of cues and casss

Viewing by Kent & Sussex
appointment only Snooker Ltd

Tel: 01622
815623

175 Tonbridge Road,
Wateringbury, Kent.
ME18 SNU

TuHE GEORGE & NEW
DRAGON
Public House, Yalding.
Chinese & Thai Restaurant
& Take away

Is offering an extensive new menu with a
Selection of Seafoods
created by...

NEW CHEFS

IMP()RTFD FROM HONG-
KONG

Open Mon-Sun Evenings 3:00-
10:30pm
Sorry Closed Tuesdays

SOLICITORS

Barham Court |
Teston Maidstone |
and Intesta \ ME18 5B1 7

2]

wills, Frobate

@ Litigation and Divorce
@ Residenlial and Cornmercial Property

Employment, Distimination and
Hargssiment

124

Rusiness Sales and Purchases

g

o)

Contractual, Company and Partnership

disputes
T T m www.kentsolicitor.co.ul

To make an appointment, telephone Michael Breeze on

01622 618647

o

Mobile: 07900 1951 9§_J

We offer a full range of services and facilitics,

‘:Paulf'];Rowland """ |

FunetaLDlrector
Tel. (01622) 757177

24 Heivs A BDay - 365 Days A Year

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
OF ALLINGTON MAIDSTONE
AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
home arrangements at your convenience

Free car parking

Proprietor: Paul ). Rowland
13 M Kens *hn,—pn;(nua Caatle Ruad, Alhineton,

e Maidsrone, Kebit. ME1G OPU ¢1hy
% AN INDEFENDENT mea.t PIRECTOR § 2
= .:;:'?"11‘.' AR ,,t Sy y LIS
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o Qualkified and Expertenced Music Teacher :

L J

. .

e Piano and Flute, Private Twinon °

>

. .

X 4'\” .'\gt‘s °

- 5

B

a Contact Caroline - 01692 729964 2
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COOKERY CLASSES

|

COXHEATIT VETERINARY SURGERY
H Weslerhill Road. Coxhenth

t' Professional Pet Healthcare in a bnght, caring,
[riendly stmosphere.
Modern Diagrosiic & Operating Facilities

Opening hoors: Mon/F'n 8.30am-7pm, Sat 9am-12 noos

PATRICK TIBBITS BVSc (Massey) MRCVS
For appointments or 24hr cmergency cover, telephone 01622 7438838

you differeat techniques and

everyday cooking as well as

Barham Boarding Cattery
. Testony, Nv Mxidstome
Heated, spacious Cattery, build to Feline Advisery Darean Stambards

New owners sinee November 2002, with over 30 vears” 2nimad

wollare expericnce,
Dedicsred 10 caring for your cass
For lurther details, plesse telophone:

01622 812653

email loshamatteryi@sol com www_herbsmcaltery.com

Tonmng 0 ud Butensinn

DINNER-DIRECT

Whether vou are an
enthusiastic novice or an
experienced cook wanting
to learn new ideas, our
cookery classes will show

Are you holding a dinner
party for 4 — 10 guests?

Hunters can supply a
fully prepared
restavrant-standard
three-course dinner
ready for vou to cook
vourself along with a
full set of instructions.

tips that are uscful for
when entertaining.

In a refaxed and friendly

setting, with a maximum of A three course fully
six peoplc in each class, our ~ Prepared menu costs
courses are designed for from £18 per head and
lovers of good food who is delivered free to the
local area

enjoy cooking.

For a brockure with more informazion,
Tel/ Fax: 01622721959
Email: bob.hunter@biconnect.com

Hillside, Charltvn Lane, West Parleigh, Maidstane, Keat. MT 15 0FA

B When Your Aches Bocome 3 Pain = Tell Sally Where # Huris

3 Manipubsiive phy ot

I Whskona and cvaning sppomtmonts avaiulse
W Rocogaisad by ul major Insurancs companies.
0 Krown by local GPe & Orthopaodie Cortiksrte,

2 Nestor Court, Teston

Sallv York
01622 513181

L Dy Phys, MOSE,MMACT,

ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE FROM JUST £6 PER
MONTH!

FOR DETAILS
CONTACT JANE STEWART
01622 812562

V58 IN/ | "C /
J&J ACCOUNTANCY
Financial advice and tax planning for all kinds of
business: sole tracers, partnerships, limited COmpPanics.
Local, competitive and personal service

Tel: 01622 817001 Mob: 07957 216457

e-mail: johnponton01@uol.com

Stile
Bridge

Stile Bridge provides an informal
yet sophisticated atmosphere, a
comprehensive variety of food and
drink to cater for all tastes.

Qur gim is to provide a high level
of friendly, yet unobtrusive service.

Stile Bridge is on the A229, 3 miles
South of Maidstone, @ the bottom cf
Linton Hill. Call - 01622 831236

’ ————— S I

CAFE~BAR &
RESTAURANT




