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" STALL SET OUT FOR FARLEIGH’S

SPRING FAIR

A BUMPER Spring Fair for West Farleigh and the neighbouring villages will
take place on Sunday June 13, on The Green.
The fair, which will incorporate the annuzl plant sale, is being organised and supported by all

the village groups, including the Sports Club, Petanque Club, the Church, Campaigners and WwI.
There will be music and entertzinment and a variety of stalls are already planned, including tombolas,

cakes and books.

Action-packed events for all ages will Include welly throwing, a china smash, hook-a-duck, bran tubs and
tug-of-war and lucky programmes will be circulated to all homes in the village nearer the time.

The Sports Club is organising a bumper prize draw and tickets will be on sale in the run-up to the event.
Now Is the time to sort out your sheds and cupboards, as organisers have Issued an appeal for any old pottery and
china (for the smash), empty piant arrangement baskets or hanging baskets and any unwanted garden tools, im-
plemants and ornaments, Nearer the time, they will also be seeking
tomboela prizes, bottles, cakes and plants - plus volunteers to help man stalis.

With fair weather, thie should be a fantastic community event - but contingencies are also in place should
it rain! Put the date in your diarias now and watch this spaca!

If anyone would like to help in any way or has donations of suitable items, please contact Vai Grainger on

820305.

FOUN

A child’s silver link bracelet, opposite
Rookery Row. Please contact Mrs
Chariotte Henty on 813257 for detalls.

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING
All proceedy in wid of
GamBILE®
Saturday, 28" February
1006 a,m. to 12,00 pom,

Green Oaks, Charlton Lane, West Farleigh
Tel, 01622 §12296

23 enlrisws

Please come and enjus o colfee. homomade colees and n
chance 1o buy some nferesfing crafts hamdmade in
Cramnbiia
“Ohambog Bibding Links mn Lducanos
CHasy No 1090 152)

This 15 & lowa) UK. charsy Belpeng 1o peovide sducsion m

rurnl of Uss 1hav comntry

PLANNING MATTERS IN VILLAGE!

| The future of West Farieigh was top of the agenda when West Farleich Pansh

Council met to discuss 3 series of thorny planning issues,

Fiest 20 be thrown out was an application to site a heliday caravan park, compiet:
with 75 static vans, a restaurant, offices and shewer block, on land south of
Haath Road, Hunton, Tha applicstion, from London-basad Connaellay Enterprises,
wauld ruin an area of outstending natural beauty, according to councilicrs, who
have made their views kaown o0 Majdstone Borough Council planners,

The council 3180 expressad concern at & new eént-ance to The Thatchaed House,
batween Farieigh Graen and Haeeth Road. The access |s obscurad to traffic coming
frem the Coxnheath cirection and fears were axpressed that an accident coukd
easl'y occur. The Parish Councll raised the matter with the Barough Council in
Decambar and discussions with the owner are now underway,

The council was divided In &% opinion about an apphication to extand Tutsham
Cottage, adjacent to Tutsham Farm, The application, wiich would mean the
cottage aimast doubling in size, was felt by some to te too big, but by others toss
be 2n improvement which had little visual impact on tha village, Members felt thi
village was In need of more $mal, starter homes, but Coun Roy Plommer pointac
sut families would vacats smaller properties to move to larger ones. The coundil
zgreed to make no objecticn to the apglication,



BUZZARDS OVERHEAD

In the |ast couple of years, some of you
may have begun to see Buzzards
in the skies over West Farleigh or sur-
rounding parts of Kent. They are large
and distinctive birds of prey, with broad
wings, sometimes thrust slightly for-
ward and upwards. In flapping flight
they often look heavy and laboured, but they soar with
great freedom if the conditions are right. Their colour is
always fundamentally brown, but there’s much variation
In shading and banding, and ones with a |ot of white are
not uncommon. Often they are accompanied by crows,
which mob the larger intruder.

Seeing one would not have been likely a few years ago,
as buzzards were then rare outside Wales and the
Marches, the West Country, and parts of the North,

Now 2ll is charged, and my own most recent sightings in
a series of maybe 10 were in Quarry Wood (which 1
warden) on Christmas Eve and again three days later.
Rev, Geoff Ellmore saw one when he was acting vicar of
the Parish 1€ months ago, and I expect many others
have too. Ornithologists have been expecting buzzards
gradually to colonise central and eastern England for
some time, but the speed of the spread has taken them
by surprise, To illustrate this, throughout the 1980s we
lived in Cheshire, and seldom saw one. It was said that
there were 3 pairs in the county in our time, but by 2001
It was thought they had increased to 98 pairs! It has
been possible for individuals like me to track the spread
from the moterways, as they have moved eastwards,
reaching Stansted airport about 5 years 2Qo, for
Instance, Kent is the fast county in England to be colo-
nised, as befits its geography - but incidentally providing
proof that the birds are British ones and not colonists
from nearby Europe, where the bird is pretty common.
Until the 1990°s, it was felt that one of the main reasons
for the slowness of the spread was the shooting tendency
among gamekeepers n England. It's clear that there has
been a major improvement in the attitude of keepers 0
raptors in the last 40 years, but I am a little puzzled that
It should have taken effect s0 suddenly, Greater avall-
ability of food for buzzards may have helpeg, but there is
no evidence of this - the voles and other small rodents
which they eat are not thought to have increased. An-
other component of buzzard diet is the rabblt. Perhaps
the rabbit population has recently become less subject,
1o the violent fluctuations caused by myxomatosis, and
this may have provided a firm platform for the buzzard’s
expansion. At any rate there are plenty cf rabbits (and
periodic disease) in Quarry Wood, and in West Farieigh in
general, so I hope to see more and more buzzards. Do
let me know what you see, espedially if you see more
than one at once!  Tim Hill

UP AND RUNNING

I'he baby & toddier group with a Christian focus meets
alternate Thursdays at Holy Trinity Church from 1.30 - 3pm
Dates until Easter are! February 5 and 19, March 4 and 18,
and April 1. On the aiterpnate Thursdays we have a 'drop In'
meeting for any bables, toddlers and their minders who want
to 'drop in' for a cuppa and natter. All very welcome to attend.

THE FARLEIGHS W.I.

The Farleighs’ W.1 darts team won the Medway Valley
District darts tournament and will b2 playing Chalk
W.1in the County Tournament at The White House,

A scrabble competition and an indoor towls tournament
are also being organised....

Members wili again be making cakes for the Hospice
coffee moming in March and collecting items for the
British Aid for Deprived Children Appeal, such as
toiletries, topthpaste and brushes, scap, hairbrushes
and combs.

Members have a varied choice of events, The Ideal
Home Exhibition, Holiday on Ice Show, Greyhound
racing and a visit to Rheims,

The Christmas Show put on by the Singing and Dancing
Group was deemed a great success. It raised over
£400, half of which will be invested In the Farieighs’
W.I account,

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday February
11th at 7.30pm in the Farleighs’ W.[ hall Forge Lane,
East Farleigh. When Mike Bundy's subject will be
energy conservation.

EVERGREENS

The Evergreens enjoyad a Christmas lunch in the WI
Hall cooked for us by Jan at the White House. Presents
were given sut and Pippa Wakefield and Bun Balston
played for us all to sing carols.

Thanks to Janice Lawrence and Ellie Bernherdt for help
with serving and washing up

The new year started with a trip to the Pantomime, "0
yes we did!®, Our numbers weare 2 little depleted due to
liness. We are indebted to Roger Castle, Tim Hill, Tery
George, Ellle Bernherdt and Anne McNaughton for
chauffeuring us to and from the Thealre. A very good
afternoon, we got sprayed with water and one of cur
members was plcked on by the dame but all was taken
in good part.

The next meeting will be on Tuesday Feb 10 at
Appledore, Chariton Lane, Do come and join us, If you
would like a |Ift, please ring Helen on 814445,

TOGETHER!

Who will be together? Where will we be tegether? When
will we be together?

It has been dacided to try having a joint get-together
with peopie from East and West Farleigh church,

This will be an evening of feliowship when we icok at a
passage from the Bible and see how it is relevant to us
today. An Informal and relaxed evening In conviviai sur-
roundings.

The first meeting will be on Monday February 16 at
8pm at the home of Pat and John Wilmshurst, Stable
Cottage, Hartridge Farm.

It you do not know where this s, please ring Jehn of
Pat on 728241 who will glve you directions. Do come
along and see If this is for you, It Is 2 gcod opportunity
to get to know some different people

MOTHER’S UNION -~ coxheath Area

Meetings are held on the third Wednesday at 2pm at
the Coxheath Scout HQ, Westerhlll Road, Coxheath,
A Corporate Communion Service is held on the first
Thursday at 10am in Holy Trinlty Church, Al our
meetings are open t0 everyone, men Included, so why
nct come along and bring a friend. You will be made
very welcome, refreshments will be served,

For more information contact Lesley Marsh, Branch
Coordinator. Tal 01622 745702



SLAVERY - ALIVE AND WELL IN THE WORLD TODAY

“|'here is ne longes Jew or Greck, there is no lpnger slave or free, thore is 1o Jonger male amd femalke: for oll of you are one in Cheist Jesus™,
(Paul, in the Bible. gbout AD36). With those clear woeds 1 15 surprising tha 11 took such a long time for slavery to be aholished within the
Heitish Frrpire. You would hove thought that 2 counlry ike our own, with its Chnistian heritage, would have recognized the evil of it long
before the 187 century, It was then that Christions with Willun Wilberforos s their spokesiman camjsaigned for its abolition

To get to school I Bad o cross Wimbledin Comipon amd pass Lauriston |ouse, with its blue plaque stating that Wilberforce had lived there,
Indeed, 1t Was the mnecting pisce for & mumber of prominent politicims of the day.

When T went 1o Cambridge, there ot St John’s, hung a portrait of Wilberforce, for he, like me had béen an tndergraduate there (o too Thomas
Clorkson, Who gathered much of the evidence ol the stave tmcde for the campagn)

Then when | came 1o these parishes | discovered thal two of Wilberforce's sons hidd been vicar ot Fast Farleigh, Robert arsd Henry, and that
Wilberforee's wifl, Bentrice Was buned in the chrchyard (Wilberforee himself was huried tn Westmimster Abbey),

| have aiwiys had & great respect for Wilherforee who so cleardy sct to apply his Christion finth to the issucs of the dey.  He became MJP for
Hull, whare he wes born, m 1780 arxl beann the campaign geven vears later und eveniually actneved the abolition of the slave trade m 1807
The emancipation of existing slaves was not enacled unhl 1833, just after his desth

! hove here at the Rectory o Wedgwood Plate, o copy of one produscsd by the firmy for the camnpagn. Josish Wedgwood supposted it. with a
picture of 1 negro slave i chinns with the words sround um “am I not # man and a brother?™,

“Feor freedom Chiist has set us free”, Paul 1s witing of the spintus) reality enjoved hy those released fram the yoke of slavery to sin
“Redempbion” is o much used New Testunent wond, But this has down-fo-carth implications too. It's alanming that we hew toduy of bonged
labour and child slavery m different parts of (he world but we know that hene there are people 1n bondage to drags, 10 the sex mdustry. to
ernplovers swho explot thesr workforce

All this is so out of ling with God’s purposes.  With hindsight we may ask why it took centurics to deal with the blatant formns of
slavery, but I wonder what furure generations will make of us for continuing to allow present day injustices. if that is what we do
Roger Castle, Rector

BEAN BAG APPEAL! EVENING ALTERNATIVE

Do you have a redundant bean bag or big cushlon clutterin » i

1 YoUr Fiii? B thiase shll soin e in it? Woold you like A | The Evening Alternative will be on Sunday

see it used to benefit the church’s youth group? Our local | February 1 at 6pm. The band will be playing,
youth group - Logos, meets in a hall with no soft furnishings | there will be peaple from other churches in the
and we could really do with a whole heap of bean bags & E::i:e::: for'you to meet-and there will be wor-
cushions to make things a bit more homely, | : /

If your answer Is yes to all of the above, then either call activity which we hope will interest and stimu-
01622 743866, or drop It round to East Farlelgh church hall | | 1ate those who come. ,
ona tem_um mumay eveﬂing betw,een 7.30 & 9.30pm. :These evenlnDS wefe Oflglnally Organized with
Alternatively, yeu might ke to sponsor a bean bag for young people In mind but it has proved to be of

|interest to all ages,
27 -
k";%ff:;:‘:; way's et know! 'Sa young, old or middilng this is for YOU,

CAMPAIGNERS—A NEW YEAR, A NEW BEGINNING |
Campaigners natcnally have moved nto the 21st century. It I5 recognized that young people today ars vary different to those a
| generation age #nd we have to do things differently to stimulate and interest them. The programme of evening activities has
baen reviseéd and ail the matarial 's now suppiied on 3 CD so that the material required for an evening can be printed off for all
the leaders. Uniforms are no longer required, Special avenings are encouraged, outside pegpie to talk or demonstrats what they |
do, trips OUt to the Bawling Alley and Ics skating are all in the pipeline, Weekend camps and activities are also being planned.
Campaignars meet on a weekday anrd it is not intendes to replace attgndance at church on Sundays, but It is acknowledged that
Sundays are no longer as thay were, and for many children a weekday evéning meeting IS probably the only time they come
inte church reguiarly. The evenings are designed to develop ife skills, to give tham an understanding of tne Bible and to feel
and share the love of God.

We do this by playing games, sharing refreshments together, doing project werk e.g. art and craft, using the 8ble In oifferent
ways to understanc God's message, singing and worshipping together,

If there ara any young people who would lIke t© come along and join us, you will B2 made most welcome. Years 1-5 meet from
6.15 until 7.45. Years 6-8 meet from 7.45 - 5,15 In the church, Just turn up and make yourself known te one of the leaders or
If you would lIke more infermation ring Sue Walsh 728252 akout the younger group or Helen Swan 814445 about the older
group.

LIFE-LINE DEADLINE MAIDSTONE BORCUGH COUNCIL
Deadline for the March Life- Line will be WEEKEND FREIGHTER SERVICE
FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY The next two visits of the freighter servica to The Green, West

Please have all articles and infarmation submitted Farieigh, will be:
prior to this date. Sunday March 7 2004 13.00 to 15.15pm
Saturday April 24 09,15 to 10.45am




SPORTS REPORT

FOOTEBALL
Since we last spoke, Farleighs' 1st and 2nd XI football-
ars have struggled over the Christmas period, picking
Jp just one victory out of a total of ten! We are now
also out of all cup competitions so we can concentrate
on our 'eague positions and hopefully climb up the ta-
ble.
CRICKET
Qur cricket campaign will be upon us again soon, if
there are any budding players around please get in
touch. Also we are in need of someone who woulc be
willing to help make cricket teas during some, or all, of
the season. If you can help it would be much appreci-
ated.
QOur Sports Club AGM this year will take place on
Wednesday February 11 at the Bull Inn, East Farleigh
and this year’s Wine and Wisdom evening will be on
Saturday April 3. If you would like to enter a team
please get in touch,

Cheers

Tel
[ M/stone 745744)

LENT

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 25, with a
servica for all churches at Coxheath at 8pm. During the
five weeks unti! Easter, there will be a Lent

programme of weekly meetings In homes in our parish.
Check notice boards and listen out for further details in
church,

LENT IN TOWN

You are invited to Lent Lunchtime meetings at St Faith’s
Church, Brenchley Gardens, Maidstone, entitled 'Praying
in Faith’. Each Wednesday from February 25 until April 7
from 1.00 - 1.30 (hot drinks will be available from
12.30).

RUMBLINGS OF AN ALPHA!

Alpha is an invitation to supper with @ chance to hear
about what Christians really believe. It is a tried and
tested course which has enabled millions around the
worid to decide whether they want to be Christian.

In our parishes, plans are being made to host an Alpha in
Coxheath from May. Everyone is invited so bear it in mind
as you fill up your diary for the Spring/Summer.

Wwatch this space for updates.

SERVICES-FEBRUARY 2004

1 8am Holy Communion

- Rev David Jones
6pm Evening Alternative

- Ruth Blerbaum / Halen Swan

8 1iam Family Service
- Rev Roger Castle

15 9.15am Holy Communion
- Ruth Bierbaum

22 11am Moming Prayer
- Rev Roger Castle

25 8pm  Benefice Holy Communion @ Coxheath
- Rev David Jones

29 10.30am Benefica Holy Communion
-Rutn Bierbaum

Coffee is served prior to the 11am Family Service

NKB: For details of other services in the
Benefice, contact Rev'd Roger Castle on
Maidstone 747570,

For arrangements for Baptisms, Thanksgivings
or Marriages, please contact Revd, David Jones
on 741474

BENEFICE UNITED

The monthly meeting place for the five
churches. This month it's on February 10 at
the Coxheath Centre (behind the Bell PH).
This month’s discussion subject is Other
Rellgions : differences and similarities
between these and Christianity.
Increasingly our country IS becoming a
multi-faith society and we are often unsure
as to how we feel about other religions.
Following the usual programme, we becin by
sharing a buffet supper (s0 please bring
some food or the table). The evening ends
at 9.45 p.m. You would be most welcome.

DIOCESAN ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Many events are taking p'ace this year to
celebrate 14C0 years of the Diocese.

A full programme 'S available on the
Diocesan web site www.rochester,anglican.
org/2004



