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FARLEIGH'S CRICKET GROUND
GAINS NATIONAL ACCLAIM

West Farleigh has one of the prettiest cricket pitches in Britain - and

that's officiall
Wisden Cricket Monthly, the Bible of the cricketing world, ran a competition to find the

country's loveliest cricket ground and West Farleigh was voted one of the runners-up.

The ground was nominated for the award efter Colin Richards of Barming did a painting of the ground. It was
consequently featured in the August edition of Wisden Cricket Monthly and @ photograph of the ground will
appear in the Wisden Calendar for 2003 (the picture for November), which should make a great stocking-filler
for village sports’ fans!

Sports Club Chairman Peter Baggott said: “We have always believed our ground to be one of the loveliest around,
but to have it confirmed by Wisden is really quite an honour and achievement.” Wisden's other picturesque
pitches include Midhurst in West Sussex, Bootham Park in York and Warborough in Oxfordshire, as well as this
year's winner, Bridgetown in Somerset,

The Loveliest Ground Calendar is due 1o be published the second week in November and costs £11.99, including
p & p. Orders are already being taken and supplies are limited, so if you want one, it's adviseble to call 01249
464975 as soon as possible.

WIND IN THE WILLOWS

The fierce gusts of October 27 caused exlensive damage to two of the Church’s award-winning trees.
Large chunks of two cedar trees, including probably the most prominent tree in the churchyard, close to
the South door, came crashing down during the All Souls Day service. The trees have been commended
on more than one occasion by The Kenl Men of Trees and were among those planted in the Churchyard
by the Day family.

CHRISTMAS FAIR {@ > PARISH COUNCIL

This year's Christmmas Fair takes 73~y The next meeting of the Parish Council takes place in
place in the Church on Saturday, f(, o ')\ Church, on Monday, December 2, starting at7.30pm.
December 7, from 10am-12 noon. b - The agenda will include a raview of arrangements far high
Put the date in your diaries now, as ways work, progress an the provision of the bus shelter
Santa has promised to drop in and visit! There and new furniture on the Green and sctting the budger for
are a few stalls still available for anyone wishing ~2003/2004. All are welcome.

te sell crafts, cards and gifts -call Jane Stewart REFEREE CRIES FOUL :

on 812562 to book your place asap. Anyone who : ‘
would like to donate items for the fair, the raffle | 11¢ Foricigh's foothall mateh versus Hunton was cancelled
or tombola ahiould contact Janeior leave thamyin, | 2o Wweekend when the referee daimed the pitch was unfi
: g X ) o 3 : for play - due to piles of evidence that sheep had been on
the box al the back of church. Home-made cakes | ... feid

will be appreciated nearer the time! b 18




‘MOVING TIMES

It realy doesn't seem five minutes since I wrote a letter for Life-Line in May, when I took up the rele of Priest-in-
Charge at All Saints and my time with you has pessed cll too quickly. Thank you all for your kindness and tolerance -
this time has been a very fulfilling and meaningful conclusion to my church ministry, as it was the one and only time
that I have had full responsibility for e perish in the 15 years since I was ordained. Now it is time to move on.

By the time you read this, Enid and I, together with Enid's mother, will be in cur new home in Rainham, unpacking the
60 or sc boxes which I hope we have adequately labelled........

But life is full of new beginnings and I hope and pray the initiatives which are being discussed in the parish for the
future will be fruitful and the village, which has been my spiritual home over these months, will continue to reveal its
gifts for the benefit of the community both within and outside ‘the church.’ If there is one thing I have tried to do,
it is To give the message that the gospel is good news to all and the themed services we have shared - Jubilee,
Sportsmen's, Bereaved, Young People’s, Harvest - all focused on a vision that we are all a community which is enriched
and prospers when it comes together and is weckened and discouraged when it is separate.

&eoff Ellmore

LOCAL TALENT ON sHOW THE FARLEIGHS WI

Local craftsman Bryan (Mick ) Merritt, of Charlton Lane, has an Joy Wiltshire has been elected for the fourth year as
exhibition of his woodturning entitled From Log to Lounge’ on display  President of The Farleighs W.I. She was thanked, as were
from November 16 - 30 ot the Church Mouse Studio, High Street, the committees of the W.I and the Farleighs Hall, for
Hythe. their hard work over the past year by W.I. Aide Ann

This is an ideal oppertunity to view his work and just the right time to France. Chris Furlenger, hell chairman thanked members
purchase that very special and unique Christmes present! for their support in raising over £139 et a recent coffee
Mere information about Mick and his work can be found on the West | morning. Specker at the November 13 meeting will be
Farleigh website - www.westfarleigh.org.uk Jenny Nye on ‘Flowers for Christmas.” The meeting starts

in the Farleighs Hall at 7.20pm, guests welcome.

NIGHTS OUT!
A QUIZ NIGHT takes place in East Ferleigh Church Hall on Saturdey FLOWERING TRIBUTE

November 9, starting et 7.30pm, Entry is £5, to include supper. Book A big Thank You goes to Mr Philpott, of Charlten Lane, whe
via Pat Moore (204874) or Margaret McCarthy (726405), very kindly dorated seme megnificent chrysonthemums to
A RACE NIGHT in aid of the Sports Club takes place on Saturday, the church flower arrangers. If anyone wishes to make a
November 16 at Hunton Village Hall, Again, £5 per ticket. Contact Tel | similar gesture, they will be welcomed with open arms!

on 745744 to book or for further details Contact Penny Saunders (813597) or John Evans (817420)

HEAVY LORRIES

Lf anyone has complaints about the speed, weight and width of heavy lorries using our village lanes, they are invited to
centact PC Brian Hillman, with registration number and details, on 01622 608069.

CHURCHYARD WILDLIFE PROJECT

[t is now more than a year since lecal youngsters were encouraged to become involved in this
project - designed with the two-fold aim of improving the churchyard from a wildlife
perspective and raising the young pecple’s awareness of natural histery. The project,
sponsored by Earthwatch, the Millennium Commission and Royal Sun Alliance, was led by Tim Hill, with help from Tony
Walsh, Helen Swan and the Campaigners. About a tenth of the churchyard, away from any recent graves, was set aside
for the project and the grass left uncut for a period. An examination of the site showed it to be rich in birds and plant
life, with some interesting fungi, a few small rodents - and plenty of activity by squirrels and foxes!

The children planted shrubs such as honeysuckle, roses, cotoneaster and buddleia - mostly donated by our parishion-
ers - along with primroses and cowslips. In the evenings, bats were easily seen and the group was delighted to get a
talk and demonstration on moths by expert, Keith Palmer.

Five nest boxes for tits and cne for kestrels were made by the group and a bat box was installed. Tt was seen that @
large flowering of tufted vetch in the un-mown area attracted a large number of bees and at least three ants’ nests
created small mounds. Several rambles took place in the countryside and along the banks of the Medway to enhance the
theme of man’s stewardship for nature and to observe the diversity of natural life. A list of birds observed during the
project is now pinned to the church notice board and, now that the project has concluded, if anyone would like to see
full species lists for the churchyard, they are most welcome to contact Tim Hill at The Old School House, Lower Road.




WEST FARLEIGH BUS TIMES
Arriva Service 23
This has been improved to provide an hourly daytime service (o and from Maidstone Tewn Centre. The route in the village is via Ewell

| Lane, Charlton Lane and Lower Road. [imes are as follows:

FROM WEST FARLEIGH TO TOWN CENTRE
NS NS SO 50
West Farleigh  07.22 07.42 07.45 09.36 10.36 11.36 1235 1335 14356 1536 17.06 1735 18.01
Town Centra 07.43 08.05 08.07 09.58 10.58 11.58 12.58 13.58 14.58 1558 17.28 1758 18.23
NS — Not Ssturdays S0 - Saturdays only

FROM TOWN CENTRE TO WEST FARLEIGH A
SchO NSch S0

Town Cenire 0840 0935 1035 1135 1235 1335 1435 1603 16.10 1635 1705 17.50
West Fareigh 09.02 0957 1057 1157 1257 1357 1457 1625 1632 1657 17.27 18.12
SchO -~ Schooldays only NSch — Not schocldays SO - Sawrdays only

23 also covers Yalding and Benover. For further detzils ring 0870 608 2 508

Village Link Bus Service K3
This service is dally except Sundays and goes to Tescos and to Maidstone Town Centre as well as Coxheath. It also serves
Maidstone market on Tuesdays and Saturdays. The route in the village is via Charlton Lane and Lower Road. lmes are as follows:

FROM WEST FARLEIGH TO WEST FARLEIGH
| Coxheath 10.39 12.05 Mazidstone 11.10 13.05
West Farleigh  10.45 12.09 Tovil, Tescos 11.17 13.12
East Farleigh 10.49 12.13 Fast Farleigh 11.22 1317
| Tovil, Tescos 10.53 1218 West Fareigh 11.26 13.21
Maidslone 10.58 12.23 Coxheath 11.30 13.25

K3 also covers vilages east of Coxheath to Lenham. For further details ring Nu-Venture on 01622 852288

HOUSEGROUP NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

The regular group meets an Wednesday November 6th, at 8pm,  Histarically there is alwave o <harp increase in car crime from

at Penny's, in Bow Road, Wateringbury, and on Wednesday the end of October to the first three weeks of November.

November 20th at Appledore Chariton Lane, Maidstone NHW and pelice are running Operation Sealion

For more details, ring Helen on 814445, during this period, and ask that you are especially vigilont
regarding security of your vehicle, Keep it locked and valusbles

UP AND RUNNING out of sight. Remove the keys at petrol stations. Never lecve

them in the ignition when you leave the vehicle and always
This is the Mums, Dads end pre-school toddler group which k. < o ' x
activate your alarm.

meets in Coxheath Church twice a month on a Thursday. This TR been 15 thefts of horsebox/irailers since the start

oo e st s olotnr 28 g o S Whle e s b e
be?‘ween 530w 3pam. il P Leybourne and West Malling, it is possible the willains may move
: ) to this area. Thefts usually occur between 8pm and 6am.
One vehicle involved in the thefts is an old-style red Vauxhall
BENEFICE UNITED Astra. A man with baseball cap and long ear-ring in his right

A meet and share supper and discussion group, open to all five €97 rding a bicycle was seen with a trailer. If you see anything
parishes in the Bzrefice, tokes place 2och month at the like the man or the vehicle, please report it immediately, noting

Coxheath Centre, Heath Road, (next to the church). The next vehicle number.

meeting 1s on Tuesday, November 12 at 7.30pm when there will

be a follow-up to the recent ‘Growing Healthy Churches' OBITUARY - FRANCES PATCH

campaign. Everyone is most welcome and the meeting ends Condolences go out to Jim Patch and his family, following the

promptly at 9.45pm. death of Frances, at home, Mill Cottoge, Tutsham, early on
Saturday, October 26. Both Jim, the former Editor of Life-

EVERGREENS Line, and Fronces - renowned for her famous cckes! - were

How zasy it locked !l Darothy Roscow made some fantastic actively involved in West Farleigh and the Church until a few
Christmas arrangements at the last meeting and also had years ago when Fronce,:f; was seriously disabled followi‘ng 9
members making bows. Tt looked simple - but it wasn't! - but it | $1roke. Jim cared for Frances at home threughout, with

was a very entertaining af ternoon. support from nursing staff, and managed fo get her out to the

This month, the group meets on Tuesday November 12th ot occasional village event, including ?hg
2.30pm, at Appedore, Charlton Lane. Come and see what West Evergreens, from where her many friends join in E[F

Farleigh was like 100 years ago. None of us can remember but sending their condolences whilst remembering ol the
we do have some old documents, which should prove interestingl | NaPPY fimes.




MOVING TIMES

It realy doesn't seem five minutes since I wrote a letter for Life-Line in May, when I tock up the role of Priest-in-
Charge at All Saints and my time with you has passed all too quickly. Thank you all for your kindness and tolerance -
this time has been a very fulfilling and meaningful conclusion to my church ministry, as it was the one and enly time
thet I have had full responsibility for a parish in the 15 years since I was ordained. Now it is time to move on.
' By the time you read this, Enid and I, together with Enid's mother, will be in cur new home in Rainham, unpacking the
60 or so boxes which I hope we have adequately labelled........
| But life is full of new beginnings and I hope and pray the initictives which are being discussed in the perish for the
future will be fruitful and the village, which has been my spiritual home over these months, will continue to reveal its
 gifts for the benefit of the community both within and outside ‘the church’ If there is one thing I have tried te do,
it is to give the message that the gospel is good news to all and the themed services we have shared - Jubilee,
Sportsmen's, Bereaved, Young People’s, Harvest - all focused on a vision that we are call a community which is enriched
and prospers when it comes together and is weakened and discouraged when it is separate.

&eoff Ellmore

LOCAL TALENT ON SHOW THE FARLEIGHS WI

Local craftsman Bryan (Mick ) Merritt, of Charlten Lane, has an Jey Wiltshire has been elected for the fourth year as
exhibition of his woedturning entitled 'From Log to Lounge’ an display | President of The Farleighs W.I. She was thanked, as were
| from November 16 - 30 ot the Church Meuse Studio, High Street, the committees of the W.I, and the Ferleighs Hall, for
| Hythe. their hard work over the past year by W.I, Aide Ann
| This is an ideal opportunity to view his work and just the right time to | France, Chris Furlonger, hall chairman thanked members
| purchase that very special and unigue Christmas present! for their support in raising over £139 at a recent coffee

' More information about Mick and his work can be found on the West  morning. Speaker at the November 13 meeting will be
Farleigh website - www.westfarleigh.org.uk Jenny Nye on ‘Flowers for Christmas.’ The meeting starts

in the Farleighs Hall at 7.30pm, guests welcome.

NIGHTS OUT!
A QUIZ NIGHT takes picce in East Farleigh Church Hali on Saturday FLOWERING TRIBUTE

November 3, starting at 7.30pm. Entry is £5, to include supper. Book | A big Thank You goes to Mr Philpott, of Chariton Lane, who
via Pat Moore (204874) or Margaret McCarthy (726405). very kindly donated some magnificent chrysanthemums to
A RACE NIGHT in aid of the Sports Club takes place on Saturday, the church flower arrangers. If anyone wishes to make ¢
November 16 at Hunton Village Hall, Again, £5 per ticket. Contact Tel | similar gesture, they will be welcomed with open arms!

on 745744 to book or for further details. Contact Perny Saunders (813557) or John Evans (817420)

HEAVY LORRIES

Lf anyone has complaints about the speed, weight and width of heavy lorries using our village lanes, they are invited to
- contact PC Brian Hillman, with registration number and details, on 01622 608069.

CHURCHYARD WILDLIFE PROJECT

It is now more than a year since local youngsters were encouraged fo become involved in this
project - designed with the two-fold aim of improving the churchyard from a wildlife
perspective and raising the young people's awareness of natural history. The project,
sponsored by Earthwatch, the Millennium Commission and Royal Sun Alliance, was led by Tim Hill, with help from Tony
Walsh, Helen Swan and the Campaigners, About a tenth of the churchyard, away from any recent graves, was set aside
for the preject and the grass left uncut for a period. An examination of the site showed it to be rich in birds and plant
life, with some interesting fungi, a few small rodents - and plenty of activity by squirrels and foxes!

The children planted shrubs such as honeysuckle, roses, cotoneaster and buddleia - mostly donated by our parishion-
ers - along with primroses and cowslips. In the evenings, bats were easily seen and the group was delighted to get a
talk end demonstration on moths by expert, Keith Palmer.

Five nest boxes for tits and one for kestrels were made by the group and a bat box was installed. It was seen that a
large flowering of tufted vetch in the un-mown area attracted a large number of bees and at least three ants’ nests
created small mounds. Several rambles took place in the countryside and along the banks of the Medway te¢ enhance the
theme of man's stewardship for nature and to observe the diversity of natural life. A list of birds observed during the
project is now pinned to the church notice board and, now that the project has concluded, if anyone would like to see
full species lists for the churchyard, they are most welcome to contact Tim Hill at The Old School House, Lower Road.




SPORTS REPORT

Goals galore last month - but, unfortunately, rot in the right
net!

A totel of 32 goals against and 13 for tells of its own

defensive problems but, I'm pleased To say, both feams have
had one victory each. Qur 1st XT lost to Malgo 4.1, The Rose
6-1 and Knoxbridge 4-0, but our success came by beating
Eccles 4-1in the Kent Junior Cup.

The 2nd XTI lost twice to Sutton Valence, 5-1 and 6-2, then
Hunton 3-0, but mingled in a fine 4-3 victory over Steplehurst.
Here's hoping for better results this month..

Ve had another successful presentation evening af the
Farleigh Bull, on October 19.

Winners were:

Cricket: Jim Smith: Football: Steve King; Loyalty Cup: Umpire
Mick Platt; Fielding Awerd: Matt Waldock;

Jeffrey Cup: Terry Baines; 1st XT Player’s player: Tony
Mertimer: 2nd XTI Player's player: Jim Smith and Dove Crouch.
Well done to all.

Cur latest ton-up winners are:

AUGUST SEPTEMBER

£10 111 Phil Picton £10 78 Stephen Beck

£5 43 Bill Emptage  £5 4 Alson Curtis

£5 76 Alex Boggott £5 43 Chnistopher Back

Finally, a reminder of our forthcoming roce night, which row
takes place on Saturday November 16 at Hunten
Village Hall. Only £5 o ticket. Also, our Christmas raffle
tickets are now on sale - please try to support your local club if
you ¢an,

Cheers

Tel  ( M/stone 745744)

Stop Press.

Saturday morning sessions have been arranged from 10om-
11,30am, in conjunction with East Farleigh School, for any
youngsters aged about 5, who wont to train and play feotball,
Contact Paul Beck on Maidstone 745398 for further inform-
ation. Wha knows -maybe we'll see some Forleigh stars of the
futurell

FAMILY HISTORIES

' June Fancett, from Melbourne, Australia has been trawling
the West Farleigh website and is keen to hear from anyone

| named Fancett, or Fansett.

' She has found a number of entries in the parish registers,
including the births of Mary and William Fancett, born in
1846 and 1847, who went on to respectively marry a Stephen
Tidy and a Frances Crayford. It would appear that their fa-
ther, Thomas, died in 1895 at the age of 76 June would like
any information on memorial inscriptions or defails of births,
marriages and deaths relating to the family. She would like
to hear from anyone who can help - her e-mail address is:

FancettJA@acl.com.

=4 —— PATRONAL FESTIVAL

SERVICES - NOVEMBER 2002
WEST FARLEIGH
3 8am Holy Communion - Michae! Shaw
9.30am Patronal Festival - Rev Ruth
Bierbaum & Miss Chris Bostock

6pm Evening Alternative - H Swan & E Dorrell
10 10 45am Remembrance Sunday - Rev Roger Castle
17 9.30am Sung Eucharist - Rev Roger Castle
24 11.15am Morning Worship T* - Rev Ruth Bierbaum
AA* - All Age (formerly Family Service)
T* - Traditional (formerly Mctins)

YYYYYYYYYVYYYYYYYYVYVYVYV

CAMPAIGNERS

Following a request for assistance with the annual Christ-
mas production, we now have a producer for our show.
Casting is underway and rehearsals will start immediately
af ter half term.

All the Campaigners will have parts os will some others!'!
We have said a fond farewell 10 our clder members os
they leave to join 1he new Benefice Yeuth Group
"LOGOS." (See below)

A A A A AAAAAAALALAALAAAADLLALAM .

LOGOS

The new Benefice Youth Group starts with a party on Thurs-
day Nevember 7th, from 7.30 to 9.30pm at East Farleigh
Church Hall,

All young people 13 and older are welcome. Tell your frierds
and neighbours and go along and join in the fun

L 25 45 4% A% £5% 4% A CR St QN /
A A A A AL AAAAA

EVENING ALTERNATIVE

This takes place on Sunday November 3 ot 6pm, when the
' theme is Lightbulbs on the World.'

Come along and join us, Worship with the band Learn from
different people, and enjoy a cup of coffee and chat
efterwards.

For the first time in many years, All Saints Church is
celebrating All Saints Day, with a Patronal Festival, To be
held at 9.30am on Sundey, November 3. Thes will be a service
of praise and thanksgiving for all that the Church has meon!
to West Ferleigh over the centuries.
The following Sunday, November 10, is the annual Service of
Remembrance. This starts at the earlier time of 10.45am, in

' erder to accommodate the minute's silence at 11

DEADLINE

Please submit all articles for inclusion in the
December issue of Life-Line by Thursday
November 21st. Thank you!



