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COME CELEBRATE THE HARVEST!

THE Family Service to celebrate Harvest takes place in church at 11.15am on Sunday
September 29,

As in previous years, the service will be followed by an informal lunch in the church and churchyard,

when wine and soft drinks will be served along with a light lunch, at nominal cost.
This has proved an enjoyable end to a real community service, when the children fraditionally bring their gifts
of food and produce to help those in need. As well as the chance to wine and dine, Janice
Lawrence and her team of helpers are planning to organise a raffle and ane of the church's
ever-popular cake stalls - so don't miss itl

The collection from this yecr's Harvest Service will be sent to Harvest Help - a charity
which sows the seeds of self-reliance in rural Africa

Gifts for the service should be tins or packages with a reasonable shelf life which can be
sent to the Maidstone Homeless.

GET ON YOUR BIKE TO  PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council meets this
|
HELP KENT CHURCHES! month, on Monday, September 2,

If you're out on the roads on Saturday, at All Saints Church, starting at
September 14, keep a watch out forany  7.30pm.

Anyone is welcome to attend fo
hear what is going on in and
around our village.

Items on the agenda this month
part and seeking sponsors - the idea is to get around as meny of . | .o highways and footpaths

manic cyelists of Kent, taking part in the sponsored cycle ride
organised by The Friends of Kent Churches.
Geoff Ellmore, Tim Hill and Tony Walsh are among those taking

the local churches as you can in the time available. Anyone who  the yillage green, planning and the
has a bike is welcome to join in - and those who haven't are register of members’ interests.

allowed to walk!!!
If anyone would like to take part or sponsor our cyclists, please DEADLINE
Please submit all articles for inclusion

: r A ; in the October 2002 issue of Life-Line
go directly to All Saints, so it's a worthwhile and fun day - as by Wednesday, September 25.

contact Jeremy Lawrence on 820713, Helf the funds we raise

well as a chance to keep fit! Thank you!



THE SUFFERING OF SOHAM

| It came as no surprise fo me that when the awful events which had recently taken place in Scham began to be
‘realised that St Andrew’s Parish Church became a focal point for mutual support and e facility for the expression of

a corporate grief in that small town.

It is aplace I know quite well, as T worked on a farm there years ago - the sort of place you might simply drive
 through without taking taking teo much notice, lying in the fens, with big skies, dark rich soil, celery, carrots, dykes
(and water. Many found it difficult to understand how such evil could exist in the middle of rurcl Cambridgeshire, so
‘that disbelief needed o focal point, for candles to be lit, words fo be written, prayers to be said, a place apart and @
desire that perhaps someone might be cble to explain, might be able to confirm the presence and goodness of God.

We all struggle in these circumstances.

Henri Nouwn, a Canadian priest whe worked and lived in the L'Arche Daybreak community in Torento, a place of care
' for people with mental handicap, and who lived with the questions the death of Jessica and Holly raise, believed that
firstly we are all beloved of God, each and every one of us, but that not only are we beloved but we are special to Him
and we will face pain and suffering in this life of preparation for the joy of eternal life and even in the most tragic of
circumstances there is yet something rich end beautiful 1o be left behind. I pray thet the town of Scham will not
experience a void alene but might grow in a closer church-based community as an apt memorial to Two young children,

 Geoff Ellmore

CHARITY AUCTION

Goads and customers are still wanted for the charity auction and
barbzcus: being held at The White House, Hill Top, on Saturday
September 7. The day is to raise money for Hunton Old Folk and
gets underway at 12.30pm. Tickets are priced at £3, of which £1
goes to the charity. The auction is due to start around 2,30pm. If
anyore would like to donate goods or promises te be auctioned, could
they please contact Bill Weller, on 820083,

MOTHERS' UNION

The Benefice Mothers” Union meets monthly at the Scout HQ,
Westerhill Road, Coxheath. The next meeting is on Wednesday,
September 18, starting at 2pm, when the specker will be Mary
Clarkson,an the subject of Relationships, Refreshments are served -

all welcome.
MUMS AND TODDLERS

An informal meeting for pre-scheol children, their parents, grand-
parents and minders, takes place at Coxheath Church twice a menth,
on a Thursday efternoon. The September meetings are on Thursday
September 5 and 19, from 1.30pm -3pm. Everyone is welcome.

BENEFICE SUPPER

A Benefice United bring-ond share supper and discussion takes place
each month at the Coxheath Centre, Heath Road. The next one is on
Tuesday, September 10, at 7,30pm, when the subject under the
spotlight will be Let the Punishment Fit the Crime.’ The meeting will
be led by Roger Castle and examine issues such as why we punish
wrongdeing, means of retribution end penal reform.

The meeting will close ot 9.45pm,

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

A garage has been broken into and a strimmer and
tools stolen from Corner Cottage, Lower Road while a
shed has been broken into twice at Lower Shingle
Barn Lane and more tools stolen,

I strongly advise everyone to consider a shed alarm
obtainable from NHW office (Maidstone 608173) .
They are excellent value at £6.50 and very effective.
Meanwhile, be cware of a new scam by people claiming
to be from Help the Aged or Age Concern,

A man telephoned someone in East Farleigh asking for
a donaticn and of fering to call round to discuss the
donation.

Neither Help the Aged nor Age Concern have anyone
working in this way, and yeu are advised to inform the
pelice if anyone calls you.

It is possible to check any caller's phone number by
dialling 1471 - be suspicious if the number has been

withheld,

Car crime is still rife in East Farleigh and Tovil and
there is a hotline te report abandoned vehicles and fly
tipping - call 01622 602162,

Ivor Maskell,

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Tel: (01622) 727264




EVERGREENS

What a super meeting we had in August!
. The sun shone, people new to Evergreens and
- visitors to the village came to join us,
Mick Merrit brought his lathe and demonstrated
wood turning, In less than 40 minutes he
transformed what looked like a piece of gate post
- into a beautiful and delicate pomander. He also
- demonstrated difference in woods by turning a
piece of Mulberry wood which produced a very
different effort to the mahogany he turned first.
Mick also brought along a selection of some of his
- work for us to see. It was easy to understand why
' he is doing well in his new business, Thanks Mick
for a very enjoyable afternoon,
This month's meeting will be at 2,30pm on Tuesday
September 10 at Sundowner, Charlton Lane, home
. of Anne and Graeme McNaughton. We will enjoy a
| good tea, have a natter and maybe answer a few
" fun quiz questions.

NCT GROUP

This is still going strong and includes parents from
Otham, Waferingbury, Barming, Maidstone and
Coxheathl!

We have had a wonderful summer, meeting every week,
with picnics, swimming and a trip to the beach.

Please give me a call if you would like to join us.

New people come along all the time, so we are by no means
a ‘closed’ group. Bumps, babies, toddlers and school-age
children are all welcome. Contact Roseanna Smitherman-
Cairns on 01622 728875 for dates and venues of
forthcoming meetings,

CHURCH FINANCES

The financing of All Saints Church will be top of the
'agenda when the Parochial Church Council (PCC)
'meets on September 17.

The Diocese believes that all Churches should be self- |
sufficient WITHOUT the extra income generated by
fund-raising events, if they are to be viable.
|As All Saints, West Farleigh, relies heavily on its
 fund-raiging, this is naturally a cause for concern and |
‘members will be asked to take a long, close lock at

how church income can be improved in order to ensure
the Church is retained for the benefit of the village.

THE FARLEIGHS WI

A coffee morning is to be held in aid of hall funds on
September 14, from 10am-12 noon,

Admission is 50p and there will be several craft
stalls, as well es bric-a-brac, cakes and nearly new
goods for sale.

There is a quiz on September 21 at 7pm - everyone
is welcome, alone or in teams of six. The cost is £5
and includes c Ploughmen's Supper.

A visit is being arranged to Whitehurst Gardens at
Hunten on 8 Octeber at 3pm and the next meeting is
on Wednesday, 11 September at 7.30pm.

Auqust 14 saw our Jubilee celebrations evening with
members suitably dressed in red, white and blue.
Many wore beautiful hats. Tea and scones were
served and a happy evening was had by all!

FARLEIGHS YOUTH CLUBI!

Nothing o do and no where o go? There is nowlll
A Benefice Youth Group is starting in East Farleigh
Church Hall, next to the Church.

Bring your friends and come along to the cpening Pizza
Party on Thursday September 19 from 7.30 - 9.30 pm.
The aim is that this will be somewhere to meet your
friends, chat and catch up on the news and gossip, also
somewhere fo have a game of table tennis, snooker or
pool and listen to your favourite music.

Teenagers will alse have the opportunity to plan and
organise the activities and outings THEY would like 1o
do!!! If anyone has any unwanted bean bags, the group
would be pleased to have them, to make the hall a bit
more cosy and comfortable,

A table football game would also be very acceprable!
Please phone Ruth Bierbaum 743866 if you have any-
thing you think we might be able to use,

PARISH PRAYERS

These will be led by Geoff Elimore, in church, at
8pm on Monday September 9.

If you are unable to attend and have an issue you
would like to see included, please make a note in
the prayer request book at the back of church or
call him on 744737.
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