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WEST FARLEIGH TO WELCOME NEW
ASSOCIATE RECTOR

A JOINT SERVICE to welcome the new Associate Rector for the Benefice of Coxheath,
Hunton, Linton, East and West Farleigh, is to be held at the Parish Church, Coxheath, on
Sunday July 21.

The Songs of Praise service, which starts at 5.30pm, will follow an informal tea, commencing at 4pm, as a
gesture to welcome the Reverend Ruth Bierbaum to the Benefice, from her previous post in Filey, North
Yorkshire,

This is very much a new beginning for the village, which has been seeking to link up with East Farleigh
for almost a decade now and it is hoped there will be a good turn-out for both the reception tea and the
service, for which parishioners have been invited to select two of their favourite hymns.

Rev Bierbaum, who is due to be licensed by Bishop Michael on July 1, will be assisting throughout the
Benefice, helping both Roger Castle and Geoff Ellmore, who has been appointed fo assist in West
Farleigh for at least the next months.

A message from Ruth Bierbaum.

As you may well have gathered, this summer there is to be an addition to the ministry team in your benefice—ond that addition
will be me! So who am I? I'm not sure how much you clready know, but I am at present completing my curacy in North Yorkshire,
in the seaside town of Filey, near Scarborough. I've been here three years and have been invelved in a wide range of parish ac-
tivities, gaiming experience which I believe will be relevant in my new pest with you.

Before doing my ordinand's training at Trinity College, Bristol, T was a nurse. My specialities in that line were eyes, tropical
diseases and HIV (I thought T was going 1o be an overseas missionary!) and the call te erdination came very much as a surprise.
Surprise is quite a recurring theme in my walk with God, as to come to Kent af this time wos the very last thing I was
considering. I should know by now that it’s usually the least thing I expect that God directs me to do

And the reason T hadn't expected 11? Well, I'll be coming home! Yes, I'm Maidstone born and bred and whilst T left to de my
nurses’ training in Canterbury when I was 18 and haven't lived there since, I have always thought of Maidstone as my home, so it
feels good te be coming back, Oh - and I've a bit of a passion for travelling, moggies and gardening.

I'm really looking forward to being part of your community in the whole benefice. This is an exciting time in the life of the
Church and I'm glod I'll be spending it with yeu.

Love in Christ

Ruth.



EVERGREENS
i At the last meeting, Mary Read brought = ,
‘along some of her embroidery and news- Y a )‘
paper cuttings of work she had done

\with the Embroiderers’ Guild. She also
'brought along a photo of a cope made especially for the
Silver Jubilee.

Stuart Dyer had done some research info life 50 years

‘ago - things have moved on a lof| George Reffell had also

fdone his homework and came up with some notes on the
' village's celebration of the Coronation, which included a
Fancy Dress competition for the children - and one for

the adults in the evening! George said that he dressed up

as a woman and had his baby, Alf Smith, witha teatona |

'bottle of stout, in a pushchairll Why didn't someone think
' of fancy dress for the adults again this year?! - and would

 George have shown the same enthusiosm?

This menth, there is an outing on July 9, when the group
will be cruising the Medway from Allington Lock to town
'and back. They should be able to see all the new work
Edone for the Millennium - the new bridges and park and

|
|

THE FARLEIGHS WI

Ann Rollinsen gave an inspiring talk on The Demelza
House Childrens Hospice to The Farleighs W.I. at
the monthly meeting in June.

Forthcoming fund-raising events include a quiz on
September 21 and @ Tramps Supper on October 19.
The music and drama groups are already meeting to
discuss the Christmas entertainment—it's never foc
early to make a start! The next meeting will be held
on July 10 at 7.30p.m. in The Farleighs Hall, Forge
Lane, East Farleigh when Margaret Knight will be
talking about Healthy Eating in The New Millennium.
As always, visitors and new members will be made
very welcome,

A VERY ENGLISH EVENING!

There will be many who remember June 21 2002 as the cay
Englond lost to Brazil in the Waerld Cup. However, there are
some who will mark the day as when West Farleigh beat
Wateringbury in the anrual cricket fixture.

The weather on the lorgest day of the year was fine and
Wateringbury batted first in bright sunshine. West
Farle:gh's bowlers - Nigel Mansor, Andrew Robinsen, Andy
Baker, Richard Ward, Chris Mollison and Daniel Frowd - kept

Epossibly the open air arena. Tea has been arranged at The
Malta Inn. Meet up af 2.15pm at the Green. Everyone is |
welcome but please let Helen know on 814445 so that the |

'right number of places can be booked on the Kentish Lady.

Wateringbury's score down and their wickets flowing and,
after the reqgulation 20 overs, Wateringbury had scored 102
for 9. The fielding was also sharp with four of the wickels
being Run Out’.
As West Forleigh went into bat, the sky clouded over and
visibility in the second half of the match was, at best,
dif ficult. Howewver, Dave Crouch put on his night vision
glasses and was well supported by Larry Johnson and Bill
Fmptage, among others. As it got darker and darker, every
run was taken and West Farleigh passed Wateringbury's total
with four overs and four wickets to spare. Michoel Frowd
and Huw Evans were concerned that they would be tested at
the wicket but, forfunately, the other batsmen spored them
that embarrassment. The teams were encouraged by friends
and family from both villages and all were well supphed with
food from the barbegue and cake stall and drinks from the
bar. The raffle was also well supported and intotal, the event
raised over £300 for the Church
The evening was made mos? enjeyable by Ihe hard work of
| Penny and Thomas Saunders on the berbeque, Jeremy and
Janice Lawrence on the bar and the meny people wha baked
cakes and helped in other ways. Thanks ere also due to Don
Goodwin for allowing us to use the cricket pitch and pavilion
and 1o Terry Baines and the Sports Club for all their help.

'Don't worry if you are not so nimble, the boat is easy to
'get on and will take wheelchairs.

PARISH COUNCIL

There was an open discussion about the possible
‘re-opening of Barming Bridge of the June meeting of
'West Farleigh Parish Council - but few local residents
\were present 1o air their views. The Clerk has received a|

number of letters from residents opposed fo the re-|

opening and is to pass the council's comments to the

Highway Management Unit (HMU).

The council is also to contact the HMU about large HGVs
| using Teston Bridge, requesting a new weight limit to

supplement the existing width limit, and also take issue on

speed limits in the village. The council will be represented |
at a Parishes/HMU meeting on July 23 when these
‘matters will alse be aired.




PASTORAL LETTER - JULY 2002
l'o enable me o catch this month's deadline, I started to write this message sitting in the shede of a tree overlocking Osmingten |
Bey in Dorset. Not another heliday, surely, you might ask - and the answer is definitely NO! With the Class 6 teacher and two
other ‘volunteers,' T was at the East Farleigh Primary School residential trip to the 3D
Educational and Adventure Centre. We were blessed with excellent weather and none of the planned activities -

' hiking, abseiling, karting, erienteering - were of fected We also spent some time in computer clkesses - not to mention watching
|England v Brazill If I were to sum up the purpose of the week, it would be to learn to trust one enother, to take on new responsi-
' bilities and to develop as individuals through test and perseverance, especially in those tasks which might not have been relished
' beforehand.
| In so many ways, this last week has been for me a microcosm of a journey of feith into being able To Trust a God who leads and
' quides, os the children did when they followed their leader blindfold through tunnels and round cbstacles; to take on roles in the
| community which years ago T would never of dreamt of being cble to do, as the children did abse:ling down a vertical wall; and fo
| face challenges to welk in feith not only as a single person but to guide others into faith, as they did when they were asked to plot
| their route round a circular walk in the countryside.
| All the actwvities were successfully completed, they all developed and grew as a preparation to moving school in September and
for life itself. Mey we also seek to develop and grow in our relationship with God and learn to put our faith and trust in Him and
find our hidden latent gifts too.
Geoff Ellmore

CONGRATULATIONS to two couples
. who get married at All Saints Church,
West Farleigh, this montd. Gemma
Bernhardt marries Martin Gover 3t
2pm on Saturday. July 6, and Linda
Woon marries Owen Styles at 3.30pm on the same
day. Very best wishes to both couples.

BABYSITTING CIRCLE
The Villages' Sitting Circle is now up and
running, covering the Farleighs and rural
areas, as far as Boughton Monchelsea,
Instead of forking out for a babysitter, on top of the cost
of your night out, you simply exchange tokens with another
mum in the group and get a responsible adult who is willing
to look af ter your little ones for a few hours while you
take advantage of that much-needed night out.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Two men with a truck of tarmac effered to lay a drive-
way for someone in Charlton Lane. They claimed tobe |
Council workers with spare tarmac to lay cheaply. Do
NOT accept such an of fer, but do take the vehicle num- |
ber and description of the men, This is an old scam, and |
will cost you dearly in money or '
bullying if you accept.
DISTRACTTON BURGLARY, Properties of elderly and
vuinerable people are of ten marked in some way by
supposedly innacent callers, who "suss-out” a victim
before committing @ erime. These marks can take the
form of a chalk mark on @ gate-post, fence or even
pavement outside the property. If you know of an
elderly or vulnerable person near you, please tell me, or
| the police if you are suspicious,
OBSERVATION. In most criminal activity 50% of
victims fail 1o be able to describe the person, or
vehicle invelved. ALWAYS try to get aregistration
number. I't's a sure wey of catching the villain.
Ivor Maskell,
'Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
| Tel: (01622) 727264

WEEKEND FREIGHTER SERVICE
The freighter will be by the Green

on Saturday 27" July
from 11.15am to 12.15pm

If anyone would like more information, or is interested in
joining the circle, please contact your Editor, Jane
Stewart, on 01622 812562.

SYLVIA WHITTLE

A ecumenical service was held at All Saints Church o celebrate
the life of Sylvia Whittle, who died following a long iliness on May
31, Sylvia, who was 88, had lived in West Farleigh for 47 years,
part of which she spent teaching at the villoge school.

For 38 years, she was a member of the Maidstone detachment of
the Red Cross where she was Divisional Youth Officer for six Red
Cross Cadet units and was afso twice in charge of camps for
hendicapped children. Slyvia lost her hearing at the oge of 21 and
her main interest for the past 16 years was raising funds for the
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. She and her companion Fippa Waoke-
field travelled all over the county speaking to groups about the
work of Hearing Dogs and raised mere than £50,000 for the
charity with their talks and populor coffee mornings ot Green-
acre. The charity made her life much happier by giving her the
beloved Hearing Dogs Digby and Gesrge and its Director Tory
Blunt and Administrator Doreen Mclnnes were at the funeral,
along with representatives of the Red Cross,

The service at All Saints was led by Fr Philip Challis from Hely
Trinity RC Church, Coxheath, and Sylvia's family wish to express
their sincere thanks for the kindness shown by friends and
neighbours and by both West Farleigh Chureh and Holy Trinty
Church during the recent months. Donatiens in lieu of flowers
have been sent to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf and a collection at
the funeral reised a further £70 for the charity.



SPORTS REPORT

- CRICKET
Apologies to my reader, but if he (or she) has last month's
issue to hand, then this will read pretty much the same,
apart from the fact the opposition has changed!
Headcorn, Shipbourne, Meopham and Mersham, together
with Great Melton, on tour from Suffolk, have all been and
gone and have all gone away happy, i you know what T mean!
Still, are we downhearted? - We just know how England feel
right now! If you would like to support us, you would be very
welcome and you certainly couldn’t do us any harm....
- FOOTBALL
Believe it or not, football is just around the corner again,
' and our AGM is to be held ar the Bull, East Farleigh on
| Thursday July 4 at 8pm. If anycne is inferested in joining
us, please come along to the meeting or give me a call. The
more the merrier! Training will soon be arrenged—dates tha.
Finally, the committee decided it was a good and patriotic
idea to help England's cause during the Werld Cup by erect-
ing our proud St George's Flag on top of the flagpole in
Charlton Lane. Less than 24 heurs later, someone had
‘borrowed it. I would personally like to thank whoever it
was, not only for taking the flag, but for taking down the
. flagpole and losing the bolts in The process.
' Till next month,
Cheers,

Tel ( M/stone 745744)

HOUSEGROUP

The Heusegroup meets on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month and regularly has five or six people along - not
always the same people! There are no meetings in August but
the group starts again in September. If you think you might
like to come along, don't be shy. One of our regulers Thought
about it for a whole year before she plucked up courage 1o
come along! The July meetings are Wednesdays July 3 end
July 17, starting at 8pm, at Appledore Charlton Lane.

'BRING YOUR PETS TO CHURCHI!

On Sunday July 7 at 6pm, we will be celebrating the part animals
play in our lives in a special service, entitled 'All creatures Great and

Small! Not enly do they make us take exercise, but they relaxing
us, teach children how to care, feed us, clothe us and generally give
us lots of pleasure. This is alse chence for you to bring your pets
along to the service! Creepy crawlies in boxes or coges please -
horses and donkeys tethered outside!

There will be singing with the wership group, celebration and tharks-
giving. Do come along and join us. There will be the usual
refreshments afterward - plus Bonios!
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SERVICES - JULY 2002
WEST FARLEIGH

7 8am Holy Communion - Geoff Ellmore
4pm Evening Alternctive - H Swan
14 11.150m Moming Worship AA*& baptism
- G Flimore & H Grainger
18 4.30pm Caompaigners end of term senvice
21 9.230am Eucharist - Geoff Elmore
28 1 1.15am Morning Worship T* - David Lear
AA* - All Age (formerly Family Service)
I* - Traditional (formerly Mafins)
NB: Coffee is served prior to the 11.15am
Morning Worship - a time to chat and get to
know people in the village!
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CAMPAIGNERS creen joying the free-

dom of the Cricket field this term, thanks to Don
Goodwin. The Inters are now divided info two

groups for some of the time, There is a big differ-
ence between 11 year olds and 15 year olds and it
was hard to study and have meaningful discussion
with such a wide age range. Censequently, we are
very pleased that Andrew Baker from Coxheath
has come to join us. He's a bit nearer the young-
sters in age (only a bit!l!) and he is fitting in very
well, His involvement will enable us to do things
differently and not feel guilty if we need a night
of f once in a while! On Thursday July 18, it is
our End of Term Service, startingat 7pm in the
church and followed by a Barbecue and fun and
games. Everyone is welcome so bring the whole
family along, whatever their ages! There will be
songs 1o sing, badges and awards presented and @
chance to meet and talk to the youngsters, leaders
and other parents.
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DEADLINE

Please submit all articles for inclusion in the

August 2002 issue of Life-Line to the Editor
by Monday, July 26th. Thank you!
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