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VIEWS SOUGHT ON BRIDGE FUTURE

VILLAGERS are being asked to air their
views on the future of Barming Bridge.

Residents of West Farleigh who feel strongly one way or the
other about whether there should be a vehicular ¢rossing at
St Helen's Lang arc urgad to put those views in wriling to
parish clerk David Swan. at Appledore, Charlton Lane (no
phone calls, please!) as soon as possible.

It was always KCC's plan to provide a road bnidge crossing
at Barming when funds became available,

Howcever, with news that this could be as earlv as 2003,
concerned residents have got up a petition against the re-
opening of the road to traffic.

‘The Pansh Council had boen in support of the bndeg re-
opening up Lo its March meeting, when County Councillor

However, Coun Roy Plommer pointed out that Barming
Bridge was the only crossing over the Medway in the event
of an emergency, if the neighbouring railway bridges were
closed. and said there was no evidence to support claims that
traffic flows through the village would increasc.

He said there was no history of accidents on St Felen's Lane
and, while not in favour of it being widened. would support
plans to make the bridec more attractive for all users.

Mare than 70 people have signed the petition against the
bridgc re-opening and Parnish Council chairman Don
Goodwin accepted there was now strong local opinmion
opposcd to traffic using Barming Bridge as a river crossing.
The matter will be discussed again once villagers’ views are
known

The meeting heard that the Parish Council is continuing to
press KCC on several other highway matters which continue

Paulina Stockell asked members for their current stance
The majority of members now are i support of it remaining

closed to traffic Coun John Williams said that, while the to be a source of frustration, including water on Teston Lane,

present bridge was ugly and inappropnate for its setting. he dirty road signs and the volume of large lories passing
feared there would he an increase in traffic in the village,
coming from Coxheath via Ewell Lane and Gallants Lanc,
should the bridge be rebuilt as a vehicular route.

Coun Paul Boulton said there were a lot of small children in

St Helen's Lane. which was too narrow for traffic with few

through the village.

HORSES FALL FOUL OF BYLAWS

Bare patches cf grass on the Green, next to the safety
fencing round the children's play equipment, were found

passing placcs

PLANT SALE
The annual Plant Sale takes ploce on Sunday, May 5

(Bank Holiday weekend) on the Village Green, following a
special outdoor service of thanksgiving, starting at
11.15am. If anyone has any plants to donate, or raffle
prizes to contribute, they will be gladly received on the
day - or contact any member of the PCC in advance

 —

by Parish Councillors during a site visit re seating.

A closer look indicated that a number of horses had been
tied up to the fencing, causing unsightly muddy patches
which will take some weeks to recover.

Ironically, one of these was adjacent to a copy of the
Bylaws on the fencing which says that horses are not
allowed on the Greenl Hopefully, those responsible will
not repeat the exercise or the Green will be damaged

permanertly.



EVERGREENS

The Evergreens have had a busy month!

At the March meeting Graham Hodge brought clong
a selection of wooden boxes, which range from tea
ceddies to a cylinder gramophone via a catswhisker
wireless and a collar box!

The group also went to see "Oliver" at the Hazlitt
Theatre - a very good performance and much
enjoyed by all. Special thanks to the chauffeurs -
Graeme McNaugton, Terry George, Dawvid Swan, Tim
Hill and Sue O'Donnell.

In April, the meeting is on Tuesday, April 9 at

2 30pm at Sundowner, the home of Anne and
Groeme McNaughton.

The Evergreens would like 1o send their good wishes

to Laurie Welters, who is in hospital, and their

condolences to the family of Winnie Russell who has

recently passed away.

CAMPAIGNERS

The end of term service was well attended and the
Campaigners were delighted thet so many members of
the church came along te support them. Two sketches
demonstrating how Jesus showed himself and how we
can show ocurselves as Christians were performed by
the youngsters. Certificates of achievement were
given out and our 21st century technology was used
againl

Special thanks to Hannah Walsh who played the organ
for us - she is off on a Christian Mission to Universi-
ties in Japan and kindly delayed her packing o come.
The new Term starts on Thursday April 18 when we
will be looking forward to the lighter evening s and
fairer weather so that we can use the cricket field

for our games and activities.
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THE FARLEIGHS NCT GROUP - for all mums!

The Farleighs NCT Group is not just for NCT members, but for all mums, bebies and toddlers. Anyone is welcome
along to the fortnightly get-togethers - just call Roseanna on 728875 for details of venues. A bit more flexibility
has been brought in for April / May, to accommodate those whose bebies sleep after lunch! Dates and times are:
Thursday April 4 (10-12noon), Wednesday April 17 (1-3pm), Thursday May 2 (10-12ncon), Wednesday May 15 (1-

3pm) and Thursday May 30 (10-12 nocn).

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

A garage in Shingle Barn Lane was broken into on
March 13 and a set of Yonex golf clubs and a
McCulloch chainsaw were stolen. If either of these
items comes to your attention, through sale or Boot
Fair, please let me or the police know.

Items of interest to villains in rural areas seem to
focus on mechanical garden tools (power mowers,
strimmers, etc.) so please mcke sure your sheds are
locked. Shed alarms are availeble from the
Neighbourhood Watch of fice in Maidstone Police
station at small cost - well worth the investment!
East Farleigh has had a surge of crime in the lost
manth, with 12 reported incidents.

I have heard of several attempted break-ins in the
villoge - if it happens to you, PLEASE report it
either o me or the police.

Iver Maskell.

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 727264

THE FARLEIGHS WI

Members stood in silence at the start of the March meet-
ing 1n memory of well-known East Farleigh resident Pam
Walter, whose Mother was a founder member and also the
driving force behind the raising of the money to build The
Farleighs W.I. Hall for the community.

Pam was very involved with fund-raising events and in her
own inmitable style had lots of humorous stories to tell
about them.

L.and army girls Edna Tree and Ciss Collins were o great

double act, with many stories of their work during the war.

A quiz evening and Good as New Sale are in the pipeline.
Chris Furlonger reported that plans for the disabled toilet
are being progressed and urged members to enter craft
items for the District craft exhibition at Ecst Peckham on

July 24. The next meeting will be held on April 10, 7.30 pm,

in The Farleighs Hall when Maggie Stredder . a Vernon girl
will be the speaker. It is an open meeting so everyone will

be welcome!
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PASTORAL LETTER. APRIL 2002,

This is the time of year when we think of new beginnings: a particularly beautiful time in the counltryside as
we sece the Spring flowers, the trees breaking into leaf, grass growing after its long dormant peried, the

sunshine beckoning us out once more.

Easter is a time when Christians celebrate the victory of Jesus over death: a season of new hope: of faith
 steadfastly held being rewarded; of love overcoming all. In All Saints’ church we too are celebrating a new
beginning: a Priest in Charge has been appointed to minister to us in West Farleigh for the next year.
Although there is no change to the intention of our joining with East Farleigh, it is a little less imminent than
we had thought and Geoff Ellmore will be taking up his new respeonsibilities as our temporary part-time
prest with effect from May, which means he will assume responsibility - from me - for services at All Saints
Church, although | will be conducting a special outdoor service - my last - on the Graen prior to the Plant
‘Sale on May 5. Geoff's appointment also means that this is the last of the current series of Lifeline articles
which | shall be providing; from May onwards you will be reading “Geoff”|

On Sunday April 28, at 11.15am, there will be a special service in cur church when Geoff will be licensed to
West Farleigh and the newly-elected P.C.C. will be commissioned for the coming year.

This service will be conducted by the Archdeacon of Tenbridge, Judith Rose, and we do hope you will make
a special effort to join us at this event. We hope you will also join us for the outdoor service on the Green,

prior to the Plant Sale, on May 5.
Hugh Grainger, Lay Reader.

THE FUTURE OF YOUR CHURCH |

The Annual meeting of the Parochial Church Council takes place |
in church at 8pm on Tuesday April 23. |
This meeting is relevant not only to reqular worshippers at
'All Saints but to everyone in the village, as the PCC is hoping
to modify the church building to make it more accessible fo all. |

This would mean creating an open area at the back, screened
from the main body of the church, which could be used for
'small group meetings and coffee mornings. Facilities would be
aveilable for making coffee and a toilet provided adjacent o
the church.

Music groups could practise here without disturbing neighbours
and there are doubtless many other possible uses. As West
Farleigh does not have a village hall of its own, this could pro-
vide some of the facilities a hall would provide (although it
would not be suitable for discos and such like!) Progress is being |
made with acquiring approval from the Diocese and the final
area to be discussed is

the lighting. One plen has been discussed and a consultant will
present an alternative scheme at the meeting on April 23. Do
come along, hear what is said and give your views.

Remember - the church is YOUR building.

NEWS IN BRIEF
The Farleighs have a new Neighbourhood bobby
in the shape of PC Brian Hillman.
PC Hillman believes parish councils and
neighbourhood watch have an important role to
play in the community. He can be contacted via
Maidstone Police Station.

AERNANRNR
If you fancy your hand at flower arranging,
now's the chance to get some free advice and
help our village churchl All Saints needs willing
hands to help with the flowers and is linked to
the Maidstone Churches' flower guild, which
meets five times a year. The next meeting is on
June 10 at Hunton Church, at 7.45pm. Call
746225 for more details.

b 2 2 ]
Business in West Farleigh can advertise for
FREE on the village website, which is linked to
other county sites.
Check out www.westfarleigh.org.uk and contact
webmaster Paul Boulton for details on
paul@phoulton freeserve.co.uk

AMAER TR
Bexleyheath Salvation Army Cheir will be
performing at St John's Church, Wateringbury,
on Saturday, April 27 at 7.30pm. Tickets, £5
to include refreshments, are awailable from
Wateringbury Post Office or from Roz on
813032.



SPORTS REPORT

The highs and lows of football management were once
again demonstrated in last month’s 1st XI results.
we needed points to secure premier division status next
season and started brilliantly, drawing with high-flying
Ditton 1-1, their goal coming in the last few minutes.
Next came a vital game versus bottom-placed Headcorn.
in a match dominated by the wind, we only had one shot
on target in the whele 90 minutes and won 1-0. Finally, a
huge quarter final against Hunten in the Benevelent Cup
and a huge defeat - 7-2!! The joys of being a manager!
The 2nd X1 have continued to produce consistent results
and now find themselves in a fantastic position to clinch
2nd place at the end of the season. We started by
beating Fant Arms 4-1 after being 1-0 down early on but
dominating the rest of the game. Leaders Freemasons
came next and lost 6-1 in a tighter game than the score
suggests. Finally, a massive fixture against fellow promo-
tion hopefuls Hunton when, in a terrific game, we con-
trolled the first 45 mins being 4-0 up at half-time, but 3
spirited comeback by Hunton produced an exciting 2nd
half, with Farleigh coming out on top 5-3. Now John
Gladwin and his merry men are in touching distance of
Division 1 football next season - let’s hope he can do it!
Many thanks to Baing, Jenny and Matt for organising an-
olher successful Quiz Night and congratulations to Tony
and Sue Walsh and their team who regained the trophy
they won last year.
The cricket season is fast appreaching and fixture lists
are now available if anyone would like one. Matches start
on April 20 and 27, with friendlies, followed by the league
programme on May 4. We are zlways looking for keen
cricketers Lo join us and we also need someone Lo score
for us this season - you'll get free tea and possibly even a
fre= drink in the pub afterwards! Call me!

Cheers,

Tel ( M/stone 745744)

EVENING ALTERNATIVE

The subject of the service on Sunday April 7 at épm is
"Seeing is Believing 222" Do come and join us especially

SERVICES - APRIL 2002
WEST FARLEIGH

7 8am Holy Communion - G. Ellmore

dpm Evening Alternative - H Swan
14 11.15am Morning Worship AA* -
H. Grainger

21 2.30am Eucharisl - Rev. M. Perkins

28 11.15am SPECIAL SERVICE - Licensing of
Geoff Ellmore and Commissioning of
PCC - Archdeacon Judith Rose

AA*  All Age (formerly Family Service)

1* - [radilional (formerty Malins)

NB: Coffee is served prior to the 11.15am
Merning Worship - a time to chat and get fc
know people in the villagel

ANYONE FOR CRICKET??

The Farleighs Cricket Match v Wateringbury will be
played at West Farleigh en Friday, June 21. Gates
open at épm.

Anyone who would like to Joir; our talented (?) tecm
should contact Huw Evens (812222) or Paul Baines on
720810. '

HOUSEGROUP

The housegrow is delighted to congratulate
member Kate Lamb on the arrival of her baby by,
Alexander, delivered safely at home. Our goed
wishes go to Kate and her family. We are clso highly
delighted that Penny Marchant and her family are
now back at home in Wateringbury, having been
refugees from the flood for over 18 months.
Meetings in April are on Wednesdays April 3 and
April 17, at 8.00pm, at Appledore Charlton Lane.

' We will be starting a new programme this term so

nhow is a good time to. join!

DEADLINE

if you are a doeubting Thomas! The worship band will lead
the singing and our new technology will be in evidence
again. The service is suitable for cll ages - especially if

you like singing!

Please submit all articles for inclusion in the

April 2002 issue of Life-Line to the Editor by
April 24th. Thank you!




