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VAL BARNWELL - A TRIBUTE

Tel: 01622 812562

No. 322

by Hugh Grainger

The New Year had a sorvy stars in Wesi Farleigh. with
the untimely dearh of one of iis best-known residents. Val
Barmwell Val who was 37 died in Maldstone Hospiral
on New Year's Day. following a relatively short iliness
She leaves bebund lshand Barney, danghter Sophie and
mim, Truda. as well as very many friends both ot home
and abroad

Almost everyone reading this will have known Val
Barnwell: she may have visited you in connection
with the Electoral Roll, you may have encountered
her selling raffle tickets at a Village Event, you may
have been welcomed by her when you visited All
Saints’ Church or you may have chatted to her in the
White House or Good Intent

She was probably more widely known in West
Farleigh than any other single local resident and the
Church was full to capacity for her funeral. There is
ne doubt that her passing will leave an enormous
gap in the life of this village.

For her we should rejoice, because she is now in a
happier place and she was spared the long months
of treatment and pain which she might so easily
have had to endure. It is we who remain who have
the sense of loss which the departure of such a

livewire’ inevitably provokes; but we must hold fast
lo the good memories of Val which remain with us
When a loved one dies it is not unusual to blame
God, or to say that God has taken her (or him).

But we know that God loves us and wants us to be
happy; furthermore someone like Val was doing a
great deal in God's service and she was greatly
needed by her family: God would not have snatched
her away.

The solution lies in the fact that God deliberately
created an imperfect world (2 g. the devastation of
the volcano in Goma); He also created imperfect
human beings to look after His world. not enly
morally imperfect, but physically imperfect as well.
It is this physical imperfaction which can mean our
bodies developing faults and failing us: sometimes
they wear out at the end of 2 long life, sometimes
they develop faults at young ages. In Val's case,
her bedy developed a fault which meant that it failed
her — and us - in her prime. God did not take her,
yet she will certainly have been welcomed into
Heaven with very great warmth and love.

“Well done thou good and faithful servant”

BEWARE! - ROAD CLOSURES THIS WEEKEND

Both Wateringbury and Teston level crossings are due to be closed for renewal works from 00.00hrs
on Saturday 2nd February to 23.00hrs on Sunday 3rd February
Venhicles travelling in and out of West Farleigh over the weekend will need to use East Farleigh bridge

or the route via Yalding and Nettlestead

Enquiries should be addressed to Chris Seare at Maidstone Borough Council on 01622 802276




'WANTED! e ' NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

MR(S) MOP - AND BUCKET! We have a new Weald of Kent Police officér

3 i1 has b df in the shape of PC Brian Hillman.
The Parish Council has been concerned for PC Hillman will be interested to hear from

some time by the cleanliness (and therefore the =, regarding any crime-related issues -

visibility) of the road signs in the village. his phone number is Maidstone 608069.
‘The Highways Authority have agreed to clean Please give him a ring if you have any
lthe signs at Vicarage Corner (the top of Teston | concerns about crime.

'Lane) but we have to make our own Intruders are still in the vicinity and there

was a recent attempt to break into Smiths

!If anyone is prepared to take on the task, Hall, Lower Road. Be on your guard!

: ) 9 '~ Car crime also continues and, in East
'please call David Swan, Parish Clerk, on ; ’
P " Farleigh, a blue Ford Sierra had its lock

!81 4445, o . _ _ ' forced. If possible, park your car where it
(There may be similar services required in other | can be seen.

neighbouring villages.) Ivor Maskell. Co-ordinator.

Iarrangements for the others.

CALLING PARENTS AND EXPECTANT MUMS!

| have recantly taken over as contact member and co-ordinator for the East Farleigh and Coxheath NCT group. For
the past three years, Helen Brunt has done 3 wonderful job in this role and we all thank her greatly for her
dedication, care, co-ordination and enthusiastn.
Our ‘get togethers’ (which thankfully cannot be called coffee mornings, as they are in the afternoon!) are from
1.15pm to 3pmm, every other Wednesday and the dates of the next few meetings are as follows:
February 6 and 20; March 6 and 20; April 3. '
it would be lovely 1o see some naw fices, so please give me a cill to find out where we are macting - we take it in
tutns to gather at each other’s homes. As contact member for the area, you can also call me st any time toask
about the NCT - even if you just want to chat about a child-related issue!
| look forward Lo hearing from you,

Roseanna Smitherman- Cairns 0’
01622 728875

'PARISH COUNCIL
' The Annual Parish Meeting takes place in Church | WHIST DRIVE
'at 7.30pm on Monday March 4, followed by the It is a long time since we had a Whist Drive in the Village, so
regular quarterly Parish Council mee(ing. Helen and David are set to remedy this in March, at their
The Annual Meeting will include an open forum home, Appledore, in Chariton Lane, The date for your diaries
 giving members of the public the chance to air is Saturday March 16, 7.00 for 7.30 start, They would
their views on village matters. All are welcome. | appreciate it if you could let them know if you are coming as

Other meeting dates for 2002 are June 10, Septem- | chairs and lables have to be brought in! (Big Ted is keen to
ber 2 and December 2, all in the church at 7.30pm. | play again, so odd numbers are acceptable!)

- ! There will be a reminder next month .

(:“\N \,'(.)lJ SIN(’;? E................---------': ............................ E
If so, your Church needs you! : JAM JARS WANTED! :
Efforts are being made 1o increase the size and ! Helen has been busy making marmalade. to eat. give

skills of our Church choir. Organist Philip Moore » away and to sell! Unfortunately she has now run out of

has kindly agreed to give tuition to our singers in : jars, leaving her with a bit of a sticky problem!

return for an assurance they will try to turn out and I you have any one pound (454 grams) jars. preferably
sing on special occasions, even if they can’t make  ; with their metal lids, she would be delighted to take them

it on Sundays. For further information, contact * off your hands and can collect if necessary - call 814445,

Lesley Cushing on 812341.



'EVERGREENS

It was a select few who met at Anne MacNaughton's in January - the cold must have got to the rest
of them! ;
Members had fun with a pre-decimalisation money quiz - see if you can work these out!
(All the answers are a sum of money)
What is:
1. A leather worker. 2. A man's name. 3 A stone. 4. A poorly sea creature. 5. 50% of pants
The answers are on the back page!
| The group are off to see the film ‘Enigma’ on February 1st, at the Odeon, Tunbridge Wells. |
The monthly meeting is on Tuesday February 12th, at 2.30pm, at Cae Alun, the home of John and
Margaret Evans, when Huw Evans' mother-in-law Dorothy will be joining us.
'Dorothy worked at Bletchley Park during the War and we are looking forward to hearing about her |
experiences, which should be very interesting to those of us who will have just seen the film about
the secret code breaking establishment.

THE FARLEIGHS WI
The next meeling is on Wednesday February 13, at 7.30pm in the WI Hall, Forge Lanc, East Farleigh, when
Trish Josey from Felicity Hat Hire will be talking about hats through the ages.

— yhaoooooCcoODU
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A AALDADAD ALY A '..-;__.kPl:,CIAl EVENTS FOR LENT

CAMPAIGNERS «- R R £

—n Lent comm Wedne February 13 .
The projacts for this term are progressing and . o

<« with a service at 10am in All Saints Church,
} we will be planning and preparing our N P Maiindy Thursday (March 28)
B am on Maundy sday (March 2
" contribution to Mothers Day after half term, ,4._ t : SRy x i ?) ; .
g : <.~ there will be a celebration of Holy
"= which has come round very fast. - : : :
= ; . : ~1% Communion and on Good Friday there will
. 1he Inters are putting up bird boxes and going
P on a Nature Walk on Saturday February 2.
" We are expecting a great deal of mud, but we P : S
5 . = joining in some of the House Group
= would like it not to rain! - & : -
2 5l . ¥ <= Meetings which take place on alternate ~
~_ The Inteis are also preparing some sketchss for 4 :
: . : T N Wednesdays at Appledore (see below).
_P he Evening Alternative. If anyone is wondering : g 3
2 : «: You will certainly be very welcome at any of
> what we get up to on a Thursday evening. we 4 S DRt
< . these events. 3
would be pleased to see you. Please give Helen 4 2 ;
< (814445) or TO"Y (728252) a ring so that we can d y oo ; 000808007 00!

T P Yy = s < HOUSEGROUP
A A A A A A AAA A A A The mestingsin February and March wiil have

4: be short Service of Devotion, again at 10am.
i-' During Lent. vou might wish to consider

a Lenten thame. If anyone would like to join us

DEADLINE ' do come along, we will he pleased to see you,
Please submit all articies for inciusion in the March | at apnledare, Charlton Lane, at 8 00pm.

: ‘é:"‘ S O‘f L"_"'“L’nf ::' u .e S Dates are Wednesdays February 20, March 6
=il Y T ey & S SNK you! and March 20



SPORTS REPORT

Judging by our resuits this month, our players must
have had a better social life over New Year than our
opponents...
The 1st XI have found results difficult to come by in
recent games but were unfortunate to lose both
games this month. We were 3-1 up at half-time
against Lenham then 4-2 up, but managed to lose
5-4!
In the next game, against Nu-Venture, we bounced
back from being 2-0 down to equalise just after
half-time, but were defeated 3-2 with only minutes
to go (blame the manager!)
The 2nd XI push for promotion has stuttered
slightly, but still has a long way to go. We started
well, eventually beating a subborn Mack Multiples
side 7-3.
Next came runaway leaders Freemasons, where we
lost 8-0 and, finally, an amazing game v Barming,
where we were 3-0 down at half-time, then drawing
3-3 - only to lose 4-3 in the dying minutes.
Here’s hoping for better fortunes in February!
Our popular Wine and Wisdom evening has come
round again and will be held on Saturday, March 9
at Hunton Village Hall - £5 per person, six to a
team. Let me know if you would like to come!
Cheers,
Tel
(M/stone 745744)

Answers to Evergreens’ Money
Quiz:

1. Tanner (six pence)

2. Bob {one shilling)

3. Fourteen pounds

4. Six quid (sick squid!)

5. Half a knicker (Ten shillings)

SERVICES - FEBRUARY 2002

WEST FARLEIGH
3 8am Holy Communicn - G. Flimore
6pm Evening Alternative - | Swan
10 11.15am Morning Worship AA*
H. Grainger
13 10am Ash Wednesday Ashing Service
17 9.30am Euchaorist - Rev. M. Perkins
24 11.15 Moming Worship T* - David Lear

AA* - All Age (formerly Family Service)
T* - Traditional (formerly Matins)

NB: Coffee and biscuits are served prior to
the 11.15am All Age Morning Worship

EAST FARLEIGH, COXHEATH , HUNTON
and LINTON

For details of alternative services, please
confact Roger Casfle on (01622) 747570

THE INTERREGNUM

It you need assislance with arangesments
for funerals, weddings, baplisms, home and
hospital visits or communion during the

Inferregnum, please contact one of the lay
ministers: Hugh Crainger 820305 or Helen
Swan 814445,

EVENING ALTERNATIVE
Come Celebrate and Sing in Church with
us on Sunday 3rd February at 6.00 pm !
Al this time of the year we often feel ‘down
in the dumps,” BUT there is plenty to
celebrate!

Do come along and join in this lively service
of worship which will be led by the band.
Some of the young people trom the church
are preparing a variely of sketches to
educate and entertain you and, afterwards,
we will be having some celebratory refresh-
ments along with an opportunity to natter!
So don’t stay at home indoors, feeling
gloomy - come and sce what we get up to -
it's free and it's fun!



