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Members of the PCC (Parochia! Church
Council) are going to be using their
talents to raise money for upgrading the

cburch,
i1 s ihe ann of the PCC 2o bring the church irto the

21st century and plans for the future include fitting
a kitchen area with running water. building a toilct
with disabled access and rewiring the Church and
improving the lighting, which will also ¢nhance the
historic beauty of the church

In addition. an open, flexible area 15 10 be created at
the back of the church, which will be sunable for
church and parish mectings. coffee mornings. study
groups and children's actuvitics. Storage cupboards
are also needed 10 keep the church tidicr and more
pleasing to look at

USE YOUR TALENTS TO

HELP THE CHURCH
PCC ISSUES PLEA FOR PLEDGES

i

PCC members arc pledging to raise at least £30
cach in many different and varied ways. Coflee
momings. whist drives, dinner parties, cream teus
and a chaulleur serviee have all been mentioned
Giving the money through Gift Aid wiil increase
each £30 raised to £38 40, with the government
paving the difference!

Many of vou will be invited 10 help the members
raisc their share by supporting their eflorts, but if
vou would like to participate and pledge to raise
£30 yourself for the church, we would be extremely
grateful The event can be anything that vou are

good at - provided it's legal! - and anytime this
year would be fine. Val Grainger on 820305 will be 5
pleased to hear from you and tell you how Gift%id |
works. l

|
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report. page 2.

BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATER

My spies tell me that police have been called out
twice within five days to sort out problems of cars
trapped on Teston Bridge,

On the second occasion, a car was wedged across
the bridge, herizentally between the parapets - a
quite amagzing feat, possibly propelled by the mud
and water running down Teston Lane. The Parish
Council continues to press for action - see full

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Please read and keep the insert that comes with
your LifeLine this month. It is a useful reference

of phone numbers that you may need some day' In
March, the cricket pavilion was broken into and 2n
attempt was made to steal the Fitch Roller, but it
proved too much to take away! Unfortunately, in a
subsequent break-in, the church lawnmower was
stolen. A Mini was also taken from driveway in
Smith's Hill but Iater recovered.



PASTORAL LETTER FOR APRIL.

APRIL, for the Christian, is surely the most important month of the year. As Lent draws 1o a close we
encounter Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day. These were the calminating
events of Jesus’ ministry: the particular period which demonstrated beyond all reasonable doubt that
this was the Son of God, God had visited earth and these days in the life of Jesus were the living proof of
this incredible fact. It was a short period of tremendous contrasts: the cheering, adoring crowds on
Palm Sunday: the convivial but earnest socialising with His closest friends on Maundy Thursday; the
fear, the despair and the horrific physical pain of the flogging and then the cross on Good Friday. But
then there was the amazing triumph of the Resurrection on Faster Day. If vou are not a Christian, you
presumably think this is all a load of claptrap: a story perhaps, compiled by a sect for its own self-
interest. Or mavbe vou do believe that it all happened, but you don’t want to look too closely or become
too involved, because this might make uncomfortable demands on vou. Jesus had much to say on this
topic, for example: He who dwells in me bears much fruit...ITe who does not dwell in me is thrown
away like a withered branch. We only have one chance in this short life of ours; if we dismiss Jesus as
irrelevant, then we are discarding both opportunity and great privilege; but with Jesus as our guide and

constant companion, the hurdles of life are so much more easily and satisfactonly overcome.

Hugh Grainger, Lay Reader
EASTER SERVICES

Despite having no vicar in West Farleigh at present there will be a full range of Easter Services at All
Saints, supplemented by alternatives at Teston and Coxheath. SEE BACK PAGE FOR DETAILS
Can children please bring their instruments along to the service on Easter Dav!

NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

Noise and traffic problems continue to be the source of greatest trouble in West Farieigh.
The annual meeting of the Parish Council heard that there had been problems in the vicinity of the Green,
where some residents were concerned about the levels of noise emanating from the Good Intent from live

bands playing on Sundays.

Letters in support of the pub were read out at the meeting from
other neighbours, however. and the matter has been passed on
‘to Maidstone Borough Council's environmental health
department, whose job it is 1o investigate and to take any action
which may be required.

The parish council is alse to arrange a site meeting with the
'highways authority - Kent County Council - to discuss problems
at the junction of Teston Lane and Lower Road, where traffic
approached the junction at speed, repeatedly causing damage
to perimeter walls and fences of neighbouring propenties,

The county has accepted that the drainage needs to be
improved along Teston Lane, but there is no funding available at
the present time. Following a number of serious accidents on or
close to the brnidge, the parish counci! has voiced serious
concerns and will continue to press for urgent action
Improvements to the village green, promised by the borough
council a year ago, have again been slow in coming, but the
council will continue to press for new litter bins and seats.

PETER DAY - MEMORIAIL
Peter’s widow Shirley and his son, John, are
looking for 1deas for a permanent memonal.
Peter lived in West Farleigh for more than
86 vears und played a sigmificant role m
village life up until his death last ycar.

Any suggestions would be welcome, mees
and scats having already been considered

TREE PLANTING

The Panish Council is sull looking for
suggestions as 10 where it ¢an plant the mees
awarded recently by the Kent Men of Trees
The only suggestion so Lu is the north end
of the Green. Ideas to David Swan. Pansh
Clerk, asap, please!

CHANGING FACES
Frank Underdown, of Charlton Lane, has
been co-opted to the Pansh Council in place
of Mrs Beverley Connolly, who has re-
signed her seat,
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» CAMPAIGNERS

. A group of 13 Campaigners and leaders went to Canterbury on March 10, visiting The Canterbury Tales
- Experience and, like Chaucer's pilgrims, the Cathedral, where an excellent tour guide made the visit very

>

~

» Becket's shrinc on their knees! The guide made it clear that the cathedral is a living building and not an

» historic monument, so much so that a birthday party was held in the cloisters to celcbrate Felicity

’ Passmore becoming a teenager! The group had a birthday cake but no knife - it's amazing what vou can do
P with a fork’ The voungsters behaved impeccably and were congratulated by the guide on their interest and
> knowledge. We can all be very proud of them! After lunch. the group enjoved a 2 st century experience at
" Laser World, where Joseph McGregor turned out to be a crack shot with a Laser Gun' Thanks go to Abbie

P and Alison for their help.
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EVENING ALTERNATIVE

Lively worship with the band at 6pm on Sunday April
6. Something silly but meaningful to do AND a guest
speaker. Do come and join us for the service and for
coffee afterwards

EVERGREENS

Thanks 1o Brenda end Roly Day for an entertaining
aftemoon in March. This month, we are going to Gireat
Comp Gardens to look at the Spring Flowers and have
ted in the cafe The owner and garden designer Mr
Cameron will talk to us about the garden before we
look round. Meet a1 2.00pm, by the Green, on Tuesday
April 10. If you would like to join us on this trip please
ring Helen 814445 or Stuart Dyer so that we can
arrange transport. Thosc of vou who have been on our

previous outings will know that it is essential to pray
for good weather!!!

- Interesting. Again. as did Chaucer's pilgrims, the young people went up the steps to the site of Thomas a

' The Farleighs' dancers joined former Tiller ~_- )
Garl Jackie Simmonds for some high kicks ﬁ\
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FARLEIGHS W.I.

Co -

at their last meeting, when she told mem-
bers how she began her carcer in the "60s, followed by
scveral years as a Television Topper on the Black &
White Minstrel Show. A Quiz Night is being held on
April 28 at the Farleighs Hall - Brian Self from the
Brogdale HorticulturalTrust will be guest speaker at
the next meeting. on April 11, at 7.30pm in the Far-
leighs Hall. Members and visitors welcome.

—

HOUSE GROUP

Wednesday 4th April 800 pm Appledore Charlton
Lane. "The Media” what should we believe 7
Wednesday 18th April 8.00 pm Appledore Charlton
Lanc A Reflection on the Easter Story

A BLAST FROM THE PAST - OR FROM GILLINGHAM WITH LOVE!

It 1s almost & year since our Rector, Rev Denys Gower and his wife Eileen announced their intention to retire and return to
Gillingham. As the anniversary approaches, he sends s this note {(methinks he has been honing his computer skills during

retirement!)
“Dear Friends.

Faster 2001 is approaching and i scemed to be the right time 1o make contact with vou all azain. To pass on 10 you our
love and prayers for « our future development Thoughts of the Benefice and the people [ was able to minister to often fill
my mind. Your futwe. as parishes, wherever that may be. is a constant theme of mV prayers.

We have been welcomed back to St Augustine’s, Gillingham, with open arms and made to feel completely at home there
once again. | now find myself leading a Home Group. with the grand title of Home Group Co-ordinator! It is also very
interesting and a little challenging officiating at other Churches in the Diocese, but also very enjoyable. My work with
Kent Indusmal Mission continues. now with the Medway Council. Eileen continues. at the present tune. with her rather
demanding work at Abbeycourt Special Schools in Strood and Rainham. Willism, our sported vandal. has firted nto a much
smaller house and continues to lead a contented life. with all his needs catered for. Eileen J0ins e in wishing you all a
peaceful and blessed Faster. My thoughts will be with vou on Easter mom.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

q



SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBAILL
Farleigh footbaliers have been battling against the
clements this past month. with no less than four of
the scheduled eight games failing foul of water-
logged piiches,
The games that did take place resulted in a 3-1 loss
for the 15t X1 v Ditton (Cup) and a 2-0 win at home
to Larkfield. The 2nd X1 drew 1-1 against Senacre
and beat Addingion 2-1 away.
CRICKET
Nets arc going well, every Sunday evening, but
more plavers are still nceded. Please get in touch if
vou are interested. The season starts on Apnl 28 -
weather permitting!!
TON-UP WINNERS
January
£10 Mrs G Martin
£5  Mrs C Buck £5 MrM Baines
£5 Mrs L Body £5 Mrs A Cuartis
If anyone would like to join our 100 Club, it"s only
£6 a year —and there are cash prizes cvery month.
WINE & WISDOM ...
Will be flowing frecly at our next social, in Hunton
Viilage Hall on May 5 at 7.30pm. Tickets £5. six to
a tabic. Plcase ring if you would like 10 join us - it
wiil take place, come rain or shine!! Here's to a dry
- month (but not 1n the pub! )
Cheers.
Tel
Mis T45744)

CARITAS IN CONCERT

Casitas will be performing at Wateringbury Church on
Saturday. April 28, 10 raise money for the Church Toilet
Fund. The programme includes everything from Songs from
the Shows to Iuhan Opera and begins a1 7.30pm. Tickers
to include dnnks &nd light bites. are £10 for adulrs and £3
for young adults, available from Ros on 813032, Audrey on
01732 846510 or from Wateningbury Post Office.

NATURE NOTE

A small itern of news especially for the wildhife lovers who
have missed Jim Patwch’s regular briefings on West Far-
leigh's flora and fauna of late... ... ...

The kestrels are once again nesting in the Church tower!

February
£10 T Baines (no fix’)

DEADLINE

Please submit all articles for inclusion in the May
2001 issue of Life-Line to the Editor by April 26th.

SERVICES FOR APRIL 2001

WEST FARLEIGH

1 8.00am BCP 11C (Rev Ellmore)
6.00pm Evening Alternative

11 11.156amFamily Service (H. Grainger)

12 10am Holy Communion (Michael Shaw)
8pm Coxheath Spm HC (Rev Ellmore)

13 10am Devotions (Hugh Grainger)

15 9.30am Family HC (Rev Ellmore)

22 11.152m Matims (TTugh Crainger)

29 11.15am Family Service

NB: Coffee and biscuils are always
served prior to the 11.15am Family
Service - join us from 10.45am.

TESTON
1 9.45am Family Service (Dawn Page)
6.30pm Story of the Cross with
Communion (Rev D Bish)
8 8.00am RCP llely Communion
9.45am Childrens Church
6.30pm BCP Evensong (Rev D Bish)
12 7.30pm Re-enactment of Last Supper
13 2.00pm Devotions (Rev Bish)
15 9.45am Family Communion & Easter
Bege Hant (Rev Challice)
22 8 00am BOP HC (Rev Ellmore)
9.45am Childrens Church
6.30pm BCP Evensong (Dawn Page)
29 9.45am Children's Church
6.30pm Songs of Praise (DNawn Page)
WATERINGBLRY
1 $.30am Matins
8 9.30am Prayver & Thanksgiving
12 8.00pm Holy Communion
13 12-2.00pm Private devotions
2.3.00pm Praver & Thanksgiving
15 10.15am ASB Holy Communion
22 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
11.15am Praise & Thanks=giving
29 9.30am BCP Iloly Communion

THE INTERREGNUM
If you need assistance with arrangements for
funerals, weddings, baptisms, home and
hospital visits or communion during the
Interregnum, please contact one of the lay
ministers. Hugh Grainger 820305 or Helen
Swan 814445




