Life-Line

The FREE
monthly
news sheet for

West Farleigh

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours.”

Editor: Jane Stewart, 2 Court Lodge C ottage, Lower Road, West Farlelgh Tel: 01622 812562
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THE FUTURE OF THE FARLEIGHS
Decision Time

Despite dramatic headlines in last month’s Life-Line, the villagers who
turned out to air their views on the future of the Church at a public

meeting were few and far between.

‘The consensus of opinion was, however,
that the church should remain in a three-
church Benefice, rather than become
engulfed in a five - or even six - church
system.

There are now two options on the table -
to join with East Farleigh and Teston or to

retain the status quo, keeping the parish of

West Farleigh with both Wateringbury and
Teston. The views of the village and of
the PCC have been passed on to Arch-
deacon Judith Rose who will present them
to the Bishop in due course.
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.\ CHRISTMAS IS JUST AROUND THI CORNER!!!!11

By the time you read this, Christmas will be a mere | I weeks away.

’\ An early date for your diaries is our annual Village Christmas Fair, which takes
pey Place again this year in the Church, on Saturday November 23, from 10am - 12
‘ﬁ noon. There will be the usual array of goodies available, from plants and cakes, to
vy £Uls, cards and wrapping paper _....and also the promise of yummy bacon butties!!

In the meantime, the Church 1s (o appoint
architects to draw up long-term plans for
the re-ordering of the Church, to keep it in
tonch with the needs of the community
and a church in the 21st Century.
Proposals include removing several pews
to make room for meetings and informal
gatherings, improvements to the heating
and lighting systems and the possible
relocation of the font and the historic box
pew. The aim is to make the Church more
welcoming for worship and more versatile
as a building for other uses.
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(\ Father Christmas enjoyed himself so much last year in our purpose-built vestry grotto that he Q\

pen has promised us a return visit; this year, we'll remember 1o switch the heating on before he

“i arrives, though!

»soa Campuaigners are working on a village calendar for 2001 and the West Farleigh Millennium

§N  Cookbook will be on sale - see you there!
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PASTORAL LETTER FOR OCTOBER

Who needs Church Services? What are they for? What good do they do?

This is how a lot of people fecl - perhaps you are one of them? The main purpose of a service of
worship should be to enable us to draw closer to God, to strengthen our relationship with God and to
remind oursclves of the incredible teaching and example of Jesus Christ.

OK, so you don’t believe in God and all this stuff about Jesus is just myth or fable. But suppose you
are wrong and there really is a God who came to the world as a human being in the person of Jesus
Christ? If this is truly what happened (and Christians belicve that it certainly did) then you could be in
danger of missing out on what matters most in life.

Worship has changed considerably over recent years, with services becoming more informal, more
understandable, usually shorter and more welcoming. Have you tried onc lately? Of course, we can
never please everyone and that is why during the course of each month, we range from the traditional
Matins on the fourth Sunday, through the Eucharist on the third to the more informal Family Service
on the second, (In this context, ‘Family’ means the Family of the Chnstian Church rather than our
earthly family, so this particular service is geared to all- not just those with children.)

[t is short, informal and with a welcoming coffee beforchand - an ideal opportunity to come and meet
us and see what we are all about! On the first Sunday of each month, in addition to the Communion
Service at 8am, there will now be a regular Evening Alternative at 6pm. This is a much more informal
service for those who find the traditional forms too stuffy! - So there you are, lots to choose from!
Take your pick and come along - we would love to see you and you will be made very welcome.

Hugh Grainger, Lay Reader.

ALL SAINTS / ALL SOULS DAY GIFT AID ENVELOPES
Traditionally, November 1 is All Saints Day and October | 11¢ Church is shortly to introduce gift aid
31 is All Souls Day. envelopes as a supplement to the

This year, we shall have a special service in our Church at m_dmonal colle:cnon, the advantage of this
West Farleigh to celebrate these two events. being that the Church can recover an exira
Not only will it b our Patronal Festival, but it will also be | 23P 18 the £ from the taxman in respect of
an occasion to commemorate loved ones who have passed | SVSY £1 given by taxpayers.

on The scheme puts no extra obligation on

Names will be remembered and read out at this service on | Parishioners cxccpt that it wall be useful
October 29, which starts at 11.15am. for members of the congregation to put

In the coming weeks, Helen Swan or Hugh Grainger hope | their money in the designated envelopes
to visit those known to have recently been bereaved but if before putting it on to the plate! Donations
you have someone whom you would like remembered at | 80 b€ handed in weekly, monthly or on

this service, please contact Iugh, Helen or lan at the cach visit to church - even if that is only
once a year! It docsn’t mean people have

- R e 0 give every week (although it would be

nice!) and there need be no difference
PARISH COUNCIL whatsocver to any individual’s pattern of
The council has asked police to enforce the width giving. It just means the Church can
restriction on Teston Bridge, which has again been damaged | increase its income, without placing an
by large vehicles, extra burden on panshioners.

There have been complaints about breaches of the Village Having said this, it may be that there arc
Green Bylaws, which are to be permanently displayed as soon | people in the village who do not come to
as possible, while parishioners’ complaints will be taken up church or who are not on the church

with the appropriate authorities. electoral roll who would like to take this
Parish matters are to be reported in Downs Mail, a free opportunity to help support All Saints.
monthly newspaper which will be sent by post to all (After all, it is your church, even if only
residents from October and the village now has its own web | for weddings and funcrals!) If you would
site at www.westfarleigh.org.uk. like a set of envelopes or to know more

Copies of the full Minutes and of the Village Green Bylaws about the scheme, please contact
are available from the Clerk on 01622 814445. Huw Evanson 812222,




THE DETLING SINGERS EVERGREENS
l in comcert with Philip Moore The next meeting will be at 2.30pm on

The Detling Singers, conducted by lan Perry, gavea | Tuesday, October 10, at Sundowner, Charlton
most enjoyable concert of four-part songs in the ' Lane, the home of Anne and Graeme
church. McNaughton.
The Singers, accompanied by Bob Caudwell, putona = Do come - everyone is welcome for a chat and
varied programme, covering everything from classics | refreshments.

- such as Mendelssohn’s “O Rest in the Lord” to Please ring Helen on 81445 if you need a lift.

. popular favourites like The Teddy Bears Picnic!

| Our own church organist Philip Moore again
demonstrated his expertise on the keyboard and a
good time was had by all. Although the audience
numbers were down, partly due to the fuel cnisis, the
concert made a profit of approximately £180

Don’t let the flu bug
bite you this year

| Did you know that if you are
: : aged 63 or over you are

———

"HOUSEGROUP | automatically entitled to be
The meetings this month will be on Wednes- vaccinated against flu?
day October 11 and Wednesday October 25. | fo:Ir g:;sucfgifdm':s 83(:;’“0?:*:‘:”
Please phone Helen on 814445 for the venue 10 b S },n’m‘:;c.
nearer the time. s
Heart |Trouble
' FREELANCE HAIRDRESSER Diabetes
E Kidney disease
20 yrs londen experience Contact your local surgery
phone TRACI Jor further information
01622 725130
DEADLINE pmmm--- P ol e W .
Articles for for inclusion in the November issue | ! Need a Babysitter? !
of Life-Line must be submitted to the Editorno | Call Rhian on: 01622 812090 :
later than Friday, October 27, | 1 YMCA trained [
" Your co-operation will be much appreciated. - Responsiblc and Trustworthy :
' Thank You! 1 !

P CAMPAI(JNERS

It has been necessary to split the Campaigners into two groups as we now have over / 40 young
- people on the register.
P The Junos (Years 1-6) will meet from 6.30-7.45pm and the Inters (Years 7 and above) from 7.45-
9.15pm.
P This also means that the leaders can do a double shift if necessary !,
» East Farleigh Church has kindly offered the use of the church hall on alternate weeks, which will
b give us the opportunity Lo extend our range of games.Geoff Elmore has also kindly offered to
p come along and we have gratefully accepted!
» Dates and venues as follows:
P Thursday 5th October East Farleigh Church Hall
Thursday 12th October West Farleigh Church
" Thursday 19th October East Farleigh Church Hall
P Thursday 26th October No meeting (Half Term)
-
p' We will be taking some of the older children to a "Youth in Malling® event on the 15th October
P and hope they have a stimulaling and fun day.
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' CRICKET

SPORTS REPORT

|

: ) l
' Congratulations to our 1st XI following a last-gasp

| victory against Bearsted, resulting in our on¢ and .

. only win this scason! i

|

|

i

Bearsted needed six to win on the last ball but was
unable to succeed. Our 2nd X! have batted well this
season, despite losing every game. Let's hope we
can build on our efforts for next season.

- FOOTBALL

Our footballers kick off on Saturday Scptember 30,

| the Ist XI v Sutton Valence (A) and the 2nd XI v
Hunton (A). Both kick off at 2.30pm and supporters

are always welcome. Let’s hope they do a bit better
than our cricketers!

Short and sweet this month!
Cheers,
Tel (M/S 745744)
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NHS DIRECT

This service will be available in the area from
October.
Call 24 hours on 0845 4647

An NHS Direct Nurse will be able to help callers
and:

Tell them how symptoms can be

managed at home or

Advise if they need to seek further help from
a doctor and by directing them to the right
service

.

MUSIC TO YOUR EARS!

Maidstone Symphony Orchestra, with conductor
Brian Wright, celebrates the start of its 90th scason
witha

special performance at Mote lall, Motc Park
Leisure Centre, at 7.30pm on Saturday, October 21,
Local talent is being encouraged this season and the
inaugural concert includes works by a young local
composer Benjamin Rous, as well as by Rachmani-

| 22

SERVICES FOROCTOBER 2000 |
| WEST FARLEIGII |

1 8am HC - Rev Geofl Ellmore

& 11.15am Family Service - lan Williams
15 9.30am Eucharist - Rev Geoff Ellmore
22 11.15am Matins - Ian Williams
29 11.15am All Saints/All Souls - Hugh Grainger

Don't forget.......coffee and biscuits are always
served from 10.45am, prior to the | 1.15
Family Service/Communion at West Farleigh.

TESTON
1 9.45am Harvest Festival - Dawn Page
6.30pm ASB HC - Rev 1) Bish
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
- Rev Wendy Cranidge
9. 45am Childrens Church
6.30pm Evensong- Dawn Page
9 45am Childrens Church
6.30pm ASH Iloly Communion ‘
« Rev (eoff Ellmore
8.00am BCP HC - Rev G Ellmore
9.45am Childrens Church
6.30pm Evensong - Dawn Page
9.45am Children's Church
6.30pm Songs of Praise- Dawn Page

WATERINGBURY

1 49.30am Mating - Rev Malcolm Perkins

& 9.30am ASB Holy Communion -
Rev Brian Blade - Sue Blade |

15 8am BCP Holy Communion - |
Roy or Alison Leigh :

11.15am Praise and Thanksgiving |

-Alistair Byron g

22 9 30am ASH Iloly Communion '
- Rev Brian Stevenson

29 9.30am BCP Holy Communion -

Bible Sunday - Rev Brian Blade
Thurs Nov 2 8pm All Souls - Sue Blade

If you need assistance with arrangements for
funerals, weddings, baptisms, home and
hospital visits or communion during the
Interregnum, pleasc contact one of the lay
ministers: Iugh Grainger 820305, Helen Swan
814445 and lmm Williams 728848,

Please feel free to telephone - they will be
delighted to assist you.
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15

29

nov and Brahms, with Orchestra President John Lill
OBE on piano. Tickets are £14, £11 or £7 (children or
students £3) and available from the Leisurc Centre.
To book, please phone 01622 761111,

LOAD OF RUBBISH?

The wastc freighter will be at The Green on
Saturday, October 28, from 2pm to 3.15pm.




