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NO PLACE LIKE THE D DOME FOR
A CTIRC)IA\Nl By Revd Denys Gower

I have not yet visited ‘The Dome’ - maybe you have?

If so, what do you think of it? This political hot potato, passed hurriedly from
the last government to the present one, has been the cause of much criticism and
a fair amount of abuse.
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Newspaper commentators have had a field-day : ALLLLLEL LT TN LA
complaining about the design, the contents, the g MILLENNIUM

qucues, the money spent on its construction and 9, p D>

leSl about CVeerhlng clse connected to the pro- Q VILI. AGI‘J FAIR

Ject. Is this altogether fair? Q Roll up, roll up - helpers wanted for the great
It seems to me that we arc in danger of becom- & West Farleigh Bumper Village Fair.

ing experts in the art of *put down.” It is almost ’x The Church, Sports Club and Parish Council

a national pastime. If complaining and carping s have joined forces to organise a splendiferous
were (0 become Olympic sports, some of us ,‘ family event on The Green on Sunday, May
would be gold medallists! 1have to admitlam & 2151,2000.

pretty good at the moaning game myself at 9 There will be music and dance, bands and

times, as Eileen would no doubt agree. b balloons, stalls and sideshows, plus fun and
Perhaps it is because we have a lack of national °‘ food for all the family!
confidence; the Empire has long gone (apart ®, Families who wish to run their own fund-

from the Isle of Wight) and the winning of the . raising stalls will be welcomed with open
world (football) cup back in the mystical 60s is & arms, as will any other offers of support in the

nOw just a treasured memory. s form of plants for sale, books and cakes.
I°d hate to think that Victor Meldrew was now Q “ The Sports Club is organising a prize draw -
the typical Englishman! g if anyone wishes to donate a suitable prize,

Yes, it’s all too easy 1o join the ranks of the ?s, please contact Tel.

grumblers and groancrs. Thank God for those & Otherwise, anyonc with any bright ideas who
positive and forward-looking people who re- : 15 willing to share them should contact Janice
mind us that skill, vision and enterprise arc .+ Lawrence or Val Grainger.

worth celebrating. Thank God also for the Q,‘ It is hoped that there will be an all day barbe-
cheerful optimists, for theirs is the Kingdom of s~ cue—so bring your fricnds and put the date in
hope, faith and love, b your diaries now!

B es s LAAAC L LT UL
VOTE The Millennium mugs for chlldren have not been forgotten and will be ready in June/
July. If your child’s name ns not already down, pleasc ring David Swan on 814445, |

AP PRIy Y Y

o



NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

- notes for a Happy New Year!
Apologies for the lapse in monthly news-sheets due to illness and
Christmas. 1999 was not crime-free, but figures were down. There
was a burglary in Lower Road in December and three vehicle thefts,
so we still need to be vigilant. Each time a crime is committed, I re- |
gard it as a failure on my part to get the message across. There is a
certain amount of apathy in the village, because we do have a low
crime rate, but my ambition for this year is to instil more awarcncss:
nobody is immune to crime. | would like to scc a NW sticker in every
property and be able to hold more meetings, but as only three pcople
attended the last, 1 wonder if it is really worth the effort?
Maidstonc’s Neighbourhood Watch was rated best in the country last
year—let's keep it that way! Belated Happy New Year to all,
Ivor Maskell. Area co-ordinator. Tel: 727264

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
This takes place in the church on Monday, March 6, at 7.30pm.
Strictly speaking, it is the only parish council meeting at which the

public are allowed o speak and ask qucsu'ons of members. If you have |

something to say that affects the village, this is your chance.

'CONFIRMATION |
'CLASSES |
lIt is hoped to run a short |
'wurse of (0nfnnanon|
(,laescs dunng Lent, that |
is March and April. The| |
‘proposal is that these
lwﬂl be run jointly byl
‘Benefice readers  and|
| Denys and would be dis-|
! cussion-orientated.

If anyone would like to
participate, please con-|
\tact Hugh, Denys or|
‘Helen. The groups will|
‘also be open to thosc)
'who have already been|
confirmed but who
'would like to join in the |
‘discussion—the more
A the mermier!

T |

'EVERGRELNS
The group for those who arc young at M
heart next meets on Tuesday, February 943
8th, at Appledorc, Charlton
(Helen’s house). ROz Wi
We will chat about what we were all %e }L
doing in the 1950s —so if you have any w,/ TR
old photos, bring them along! The :.m
'meeting begins at 2.30pm - do come b

along for a cup of tea, a chat—and a "
laugh! Phone Helen on 814445 if you need a lift.

|
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PARENT & TODDLER
‘GROUP

‘The February meeting takes
' place on Tuesday, February |
'15th, at Hillside, Charlton
Lane.

Janc Hunter (721959) has
‘kindly agreed to host the meeting, from
'1.30-3pm and anyone at homce with a

| pre-school child will be made most
‘'welcome.

PUB-LICITY!

Events at the Good Intent this month include the ever-popular Chicory Tip (*Son of my Father’
and all that!) who will be performing on Thursday February 10 and a Racc Night on Saturday
Fcbruary 19—entry by ticket, to include a Fish’n’Chip supper. All proceeds from this will go to
the Peggy Wood Cancer and Leukaemia Trust, in memory of Margaret Stevens,

BRUSHING UP ON BELIEVING —-part 2

The first of our new fortnightly house groups met at Helen Swan's home in January in a relaxed
and informal way. Starting with coffec and cake, we finished with prayer and worship. Sand-
wiched in between (1) we discussed the format, frequency and venue of future mectings. The next
gathering is on Wednesday, February 2, at 2 Court Lodge Cottages (just past the church) - and will
begin at 8pm prompt and end by 9. lSpm The one after that will bc on Wednesday, rebruary 16,

same timings, but at Appledore, Charlton Lanc.

We realise people lcad busy lives and will not be able to join every meeting, but
come along when you can!If you are not a ‘churchy’ type, but are curious to know =
more, this is your chance to find out what we are all about. Ring Helen on 814445,
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WEST FARLEIGH ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB!

West Farleigh is about to venture into cyberspace!

Our new parish councillor, Paul Boulton, has generously volunteered to compile a web site for
the village, to include photos and information about West Farleigh, past and present.

Ie welcomes any suggestions as to content, but is already thinking of pages to cover the

village history, the church, Lifeline, businesscs (the pubs), maps of footpaths and the river walk.
Contributions should be typed and sent to him at Pear Tree Cottage, St Helen’s Lanc, ME1S
OJY or e-mailed to paul@pboulton. frecserve.co.uk as text, MS Word or MS

Publisher.

He is able to scan in photos, either colour or black and white (and will return the originals) or
can accept them on floppy disk. He says: “If any one has ideas for design or content, I'm happy
1o talk to them or meet them to discuss it. | have a laptop so [ can visit people to show them the
site under construction or collect articles or photos which arc large.™

The village e-mail address is ourvillage@westfarleigh. fsnet.co.uk.

Paul’s phone/fax and answerphone number is 01622 721283,

And if you think this is all a bit hi-tech....our neighbours in Teston already have a web site!!

BERTIIA ATKINS ‘ ROAD CLOSURE ALERT!
Onc of West Farleigh’s best-known residents TESTON LANE will be closed to traffic
are ardent church supporter, Bertha Atkins, from 10pm on Friday Fcbruary 4 to 1.30am

sadly passed away on Deccmber 30 at the age on Sunday, February 6. Alternative routes are
of 94. Bertha, who was born at Ewell Manor via East Farlcigh or Yalding/Wateringbury.
and spent most of her life in the village, living
i first in The Hollow and later at Oliver North CmTRCH‘VA.RDENS
House. SRR z : :
| The Church was Bertha’s lifc and she was one ‘;\;;1: hc:sd fgfxnnc;atraomﬁirjg :\zrc‘l::}% aﬁlelz
iofthc ﬁo»ycr-arrangem S parishioners who are prcpared to become
as one of its army of cleaners, and she was a Churchwardens. It is with great joy and con-
i regu lar gttender lc'mg‘ aﬁc_r bcmg admitied o siderable relief we announce that John Evans
residential home in St Michael's Road, Maid- T T et
'stone. She was an cnthusiastic member of the Sl e s i (e gpglz‘; ey

' Evergreens and will be sadly missed. Follow- | . . ' l '

'ing cremation at Vinters Park, Bertha's ashes invite everyone along to meel them over a

s e ofl;cr e b glass of wine following the 11.15am Family
J Service on Fcbruary 13th. Do come. Wc

e don’t bite and nor do they!
» CAMPAIGNERS CORNER 3

P> Some of you may have been wondering what Campaigners is all about and who comes along. <
It is a naional organisation. which teaches children about the love of God and the fricndship of Je-
" sus in a relaxed and fun way. Itis geared especially to those children who do not have a family tra-

P dinon of coming to church. 4
.. We have about 30 children on our register at West Farleigh, most of whom come cach Thursday. Of B

P thosc, 18 live in the village and of the others, two were baptised here and have grandparents hving <
= here. One used to live in the village but has moved away, and of the remaining nine, onc comes

P> from Yalding, one from Loose and three from Barming! The remaining few are from East Farleigh. -
-~ Of the West Farlcigh children, only three come from regular church-going fmmilies and, as far as we ‘
» kuow, there are only eight youngsters in the village of the appropriate age who do not attend! If ‘
_ (here is anyone out there who IS missing out, (ie: aged between 6 and 13) who would like to join us, -~
- come along to the church from 6.45 to 8.15pm on a Thursday or phone Tony and Sue on728252 or

P Nick on 813597 for more information. The evenings are fast, lively and fun and noisy - not a bit
i like the Sunday School we used to know! - and there is a mixture of games, craft and project work,

P> as well as Christian teaching and worship.




SPORTS REPORT : SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2000 |

'Farleigh 1st X1 had only one game this month - a

|difficult match v top-placed Hunton. WEST FARLEIGH

| The lack of match fitness was evident, with Farleigh ‘ :

!going down 2-0. 6 8.00 BCP Holy Communion
'Our 2nd XI were more active, playing three games, 113 11.15 Family Service

'resulting in a2 win, a draw and a defeat! The victory was
‘against Cecles Reserves (Benevolent Cup), with an
impressive 5-1 win, next came Rosthall (Tun. Wells

127 11.15 Family Service

Cup) -a fantastic game where we were 2-0 down witha | Don’t forget.......coffee and biscuits are
minute to go and scored twice to force extra time in ' 'always served from 10.45am, prior to
‘dramatic style! We sadly lost 3-2, but what a temific | the Family Service at West Farleigh.

- performance!

| Finally, we played top of the tablc Leeds and after gOmg | TESTON

’ down midway through the first half against the run of ;

‘play, we continued to dictate the game and deservedly | | Hol

!cqualizod five minutes from time. Supporters are always | | el 303',“ olyiComumunicn

‘ : 3 : 6 9.45 Family Service & baptism

appreciated - and there's no charge to watch! { 63 Holv C

February fixtures are as follows: Opm Holy Communion
x 0 9.30am Holy Communion

Y

'5th 1st XI Ditton (A) 2nd XI Mercory Int (H)
3 8.00 BCP Holy Communion

12th Staplehurst (H) Senacre (A) :
19th MPE (A) Yalding (1) | 9.45 Children’s Church |
26th Nalgo (A) Leeds (H) | 6.30 BCP Evening Prayer |

: 17 9.30am Holy Communion l
' CLUB NEWS Want to impress your loved one for Val- | 20 9.45am Children’s Church '

, entine 's Day and looking for a goor! time?? Your 6.30pm Holy Communion

I problems are over! The West Faricigh Barn Dance 24 9.30am Holy Communion
takes place on Saturday February 12 at Fast Farleigh 3 : - .
\WI Hall, only £4 a ticket and a good laugh guaranteed! \ % S gg &Cﬂl;:elzl: gﬁ:}ﬁmun
‘ng me on 745744 - I dare you!! | ! 6“30 BCP Eveni : Pr

| o A | . Evening Prayer

! Tl 5 4
'ANYONE FOR.........CRICKET??? | IaeBLES

' West Farleigh needs a cricket team to play two friendly :
'matches at home against teams from East Farleigh and ‘ ‘ 6 9.30am Matins
'Wateringbury in the spring. The first is a Saturday macchand = | 4pm Dedication of village banner
e o Eat Faleighchoo bu e second il | |13 9.30am_Holy Communion

our st 18! ‘naéay mg L m evenl which wi SO raise 20 Sam BCP Hol (1 .

v s : : v Communion
funds for the church. Willing pl s should their es G B
s for the chur illing players give narm 11,15 Family Service

(and details of their particular talents!) to Peul Baines as soon y
as possible. 27 9.30am Holy Communion

w
‘ ALL HAIR BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL i
|
|

‘Morning Prayer,
C!l SO g) | !ASB Shorter Form

Hah' s 'T shall be saying my Morning Office
Mmr Roed '(Morning Prayer) at Teston Church this
E | | month, from 8.30am, Tuesdays to Fridays.
FREE PARKING 'lou are very welcome W share l.lns Lime
We look forward to meeting you and to discussing |with me.
' your hair requirements in a relaxed aimosphere. D&w)’“ < W"’"
For all appointments . 'E S zo‘-'\f
' 01622 726233 1L, -

L We use and sell Paul Mitchell products




