L) The given-away Monthly News Sheet for West Farleigh

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours™

Ko 19 OQctober 1976
TORTHCOMING LVENTS
Monday October 4th: Meeting of the Parochial Church Council at The 01d Par-
sonage, 8.00pm

Sunday October 10th: Harvest Thanksgiving Day. A note from the Vicar and
detsils of church services foot of page 2

Friday October 15th: Harvest Supper, fast Farleigh Hall, 7.00pm. See page 2

Monday October 18th: 'The Ladies Clud' cookery competition at The Cood Intent,
8.00pa. Detalls on page 2.

Tuesday October 19th: Publie Enquiry, Maidstons Town Hall, 10.00am, to con-
sider a planning application for a caravan site adjacent
to The White House.

AFTERTHOUGHTS ON TOUGH NUTS FOR THE PARISE COUNCIL

Two tricky questicns, each innossible of immediate sclution, cropped up at the
Parish Council last month. The firsi: When Wegt Parleigh next has an election,
local or national, where, now that it hasisst its school, does it set up a
polling station? The second: What is it going to do by way of celebrating

the Queents Silver Jubilee next year? 1In answer to the first, two suggestions
were forthcoming, - (a) the cricket pavilion, (b) a caravan on The Green.
About this, Life-Line has been thinking, rather facetiously. In the event of
(a) and an election in mid wintsr, unless heating were installed, fourteen
hours' confinement at the Farleigh ocll could be a stamina tost for the pre-
5iding staff part way to equalling privations at the pole north or south. In
the event of (b), residential or holiday? If the former, all the 'mod cons' of
home - even the bath - could be pressed into service whea the voting is slack.
If the latter, officials in holiday gsrb in keeping with a holiday retrest
(especially in bikini weather) might substanlially increase the turn-out of
male yvotiers,

The trouble with the Jubilee Question is that, if you put it to the
village at large, the first reaction would be “T didn't know she's having one!
When is 1t?/  And the anewer to that is June 7th. Which brings us to the
next question: Shall we commemorate it (Just plant & tree or set up a seat with
a view), or shall we celebrate it? 0Or both? Life-Line invites any of its
readers with ideas to submit them at once. There ic less time to lose than the
date suggests. Meanwhile, we searched the Xent Messonger of May 1935 in the
hope of learning what West Farleigh did for the Jubilee of King George V, but
without success. But in turning the pages we dic note that, in terms of
today's money, flannel trousers cest 80p, a "really good" pair of shoes for
women cost 45p, and you could buy a large three-bedroor houss for E4355.

THE REST OF THE COUNCIL NEWS

Wiest Farleigh'es spokesman on Masidstone Borough Council, Cmdr P H T Rees, RN
(ret) writes: At last month's meeting of the Health Committee it was unani-
mously agreed to requisiticn the Southern Water Authority to proceed with a
echeme for providing main drainage for 11 villages, including Zast and West
Farleigh, BZBetween ther the Farleighs involve 386 proverties. It i= likely to
be at least three years before the first pipe is laid, and capital restraint
may lengthen this period. But the scheme ig u_derway. Furtlermore, Bredhurst
and the Farleighs were nominated as the villages having the strongest economic
case for msin drainage. At present, cesspool emptying in the Farleighe costs
over £26,000 per annum ooe A request has been made to the Council to re-
arrange the present Tuesday-to-Thursday schedule so that tho skip for bulky
rubbish on The Green is occasionslly in position over the weelk-end a5 The
increase in size of West Farleigh Parish Council from five to seven members is
now the subject of a recommendation before the Borough Council.

- .- -

WHAT THE JUDGES TEOUGHT OF US
Fellowing their first visit in connection with the Best-Kept Village Competition
the judges produced a crowded foolscap report about us. We quote here and
there: ™Having inspected the whole of the West Farleigh area, we found it vory
difficult to fault. The crickot field was in excellent trim, and the church-
yard really perfect™ (the underlining was theirs). 'Phe Creen wae in excellent



shape, and we noticed young troes well proteclted, All three nublic houses
had their aporoaches in good order. Wo did, howcver, find some litter in
Teston Lane and Lower Road, possibly attributable o vigitors to the river,
and yet more litter in the narking area outside the church, which was clearly
the responsibility of fruit vickers closc at hand., It is difficult to sce
iuch of the gardeng - hedges and walls impede - dut we found a good standard
in Charlton Lane and alsc in Lower Road. The council house gsrdena, with one
exceplion, were cxcellent, and this also applies to the OAP oremises., We were
impressed Lo hear of their puccessful communal efforis in buying s lawn mower.
We much admired the roce garden extension in front of one 6f the council
houses. We teok into account drought conditions, and atilributed some uncut
grase and the occasional unclipped hadge to this situation.

- —— ——— - — —

NEWS ABOUT PZOrLE

The news that Mr & Mra T 2 Day 'ars léaving Smiths Hill (but happily not West
Farleigh) went round the village at something like the spsed of sound after a
Kent Messenger advertisement had confirmed the truth about something nc one
had ever dreamt of heppening. If the established fact iz still hard to
accept, it is easy Lo anvreciate the wrench their meve will impose. TRoots are

hard to pull up after forty ysars.

Coralic Smith, who recently joined Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps,
was among the ranks at 2 passing-cut parads at Aldsrehot. She is now posted
to Cambridge Military Hoepital.

Jennifer Dyer, daughter of Mr & Mrs L S Dyer of Mill Fouse, has gained a vlace
in Bristol University, wherc she will study German and the history of art.

The Rev K R Dorling is making good progress back in his home on The Green
alter three wecks in hospital following a heart altack, Mrs Dorling thanks
all kind friends for their many enguiries, and especially thoss who have becn
sc helpful about things like-mowing the lawn,

Anna, eighl-year-£1d daughter of Mr & Mres Wallece, having heard of the plight
of starving Zthiovian children, set out from The 0Oléd Parscnage on an appeal
tour on their behalf and collocted over £5. Robert Palmer's collection of
sola can rings for turning into monsy to buy a kidney machine (this page
1a8® ‘month) is proceeding apace. Pileaso keen it up, he pleads.

- —_—

TEE RARVEST SUPPER
Sealting is limited to 100, sp ticket purchasing should not bo deferred untiil
the appeointed evening - Friday Octobar 15th - is close wpon us. They are
priced at £1 (75p for pensioners), and the curtain rises in East Farleigh Hall
at 7,00pm. Mr John Morgan, of Burnca, Lowoer Road, will be encouraging com-
munal entertainment iz Mannerings stylo at the piano.

THE COOKERY CLUB IN THE PUB
"The Ladics Club™, which is no closed shop ag its nome perhaps implies, but is
open ©0 all and welcomos new faces, is breskiug new ground for its October
mesting. On the nighl of the 18th thsy will bs asscisbling at The Good Intent,
8.00pm, for a cookory computition. The Lest pleces arc vegetable soup and
arrie dumpling, which should Uroduce Sume Savoury aromas to suprlcment the
familiar agrecablc odour of any village inn,

- - ——— - - —— -

IN CHURCH THIS MONTE
Sunday October 3rd: 7,00an Holy Communion 10.30 Family Sarvice
10th: RARVEST THANKSCIVING: 11.00aa Matins 6.30 Thanksgiving
Service: Preacher, Canon Alce Goodrich, Rurs! Dean
17th: 8.00ax Holy Communior 11.00 Matine
24th: 11.00am Matins 6.30 Sung Communioa
. 3lst: 8.00a22 Holy Communion 11,00 Mating

The Vicar writcs: We hone to see many. of you at-Harvest Thanksgiving. The past
nonthe of drought have brought home to us how devendent we are unon God to
give us the right weather %o produce a pleantiful harvest.

~ Certainly ths right weather graced the plentiful zonetary harvest at the
Juable Sale. We are indsed graterul to Mrs ¥ C H Morgan and all whe helped her
in many ways to achieve a windfall for the church funds exceeding £150.

Church cleaning: Week of Honday 27th Sept, Mrs V Smith; week of 4th October,
everybody's holp, plcase, in keeving the harvest decorating mess under control;
wseks of 1ith and 18th, Mrs Balsteon: weck of 25th, Mrsz Morgan.
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