L The given-away Monthly News Sheet for West Farleigh

“Some sort of periodical is an essential life-line in a village such as ours™

Mo 18 Seotember 1976
FORTHCOMING EVFNTS ;
Thursday Septeaber 2rd: The Ladies Club is invited by Coxheath Young Wives to
join them in Coxheath Village Hsll at 8.0pa for a hairdressing demon-
strelior by Louis Frantk,

Saturday September llLlh: Ths wedding at Tast -Fckudn after a two year engagc-
ment, of Mr Nigel Patrick Greening, son of Mr % Mrs B J Greening, of
ChnrltOL leane, and Misa Anits Jean 8mith, of Tast Peckham. Reception st
Yalding Village Hsll wilh 180 guests. The bride (17) and bridegroom (19)

will make their home at Wateriuagbury.

Saturday Septembar 18th: Jumble Sale-cum=-Kearly Hew in =sid of church funds on
the cricket ground, 2.%0 - 5.0

Sunday September 26th: Hervest TFestival al Teston. West Farleigh psrishioners
ars warnmly invited,

Septemhcr crickel on the home ground: Saturday 4%th against Biddenden, and
Saturday 11th agsinst Yeston, the last home match of the ssason.

®riday Octeber 15th: Harvest Supper at Basf Farleigh Hall

- . - — — - -

SUMMING UP THE SUMMER OF '7€

With Life-Line's edilorial chair bathed in a doukles ration of summer blaze,
thanks to the adding of a2 second window to the room tJat is 1ts birthplace,
we come near to autumn. With the nossible exception of those whose livelihood
is agri- or horti- culture we are all impelled to exclaim 'What s wonderful
summeri' Tt has brought home the truth of Cershwin's immortal song in which
Porgy's Bess sings of summertime and the iivin' being cssy. No gardon heage
shouting for tuc shcars, and us lawa crying for the mowar. XNo race to beat
the weeds. WNo fears for tae waching on the line. And sifice heaven kuows
when, no muddy paws to valet before they patter beyond the back deoormat. Oh
yes, the livin' has be2en easy, but all at the price ol wozdering for hoy long
there would bhe a 24~hour respouse Lo a turn of the waler tap. Down at Mill
Cottages, whers they rely upon the constancy of spriugs, all has =zo far been
well (no pun intended), but the Borough Council'c Health Department hac heen
keeping watch there on the ritrate level. They fouad i%t high but still
gccaptable, but they considered it desirable - particularly in Lhe interesis
of children, to seek provision by Southern Water Authority tanker of an alter-
native supply for drinking until the drought is over.

Down on the pcorched riverside mesdows where nslure has cslled upon Tuisham's

sheep to display the stoicism of the Sahara’s canels. the nlagid and innocent
looking Medway has kept up s sparkliag invitation widely accepied by fisher-
men, Cruisermen sond the bikini brigade. But there has been no escaping more
tragic procf that a deauty gpot can turn horror dyOt with devastating sudden-
ness. Last month the budy of Hrs Ivy Crouch, of St Heloa'z Lane; wagc re-
covered from the river near Teston Lock. Only = few days prck-GHQlj, Cudr-P 1
Rees RN (retd), Wesl Farleigh's representativs on Maidstone Rorcugh Council,
had sent to Iife-line this news-3tory on river safety:-

A5 a result of two mid-summer drowning fatalities st Nettlestead and Tovil,
the Health Committee of the Borcugh Council recently reviewed the safety
measures oa Lhe river Medway. Immediate sction was taken Lo check that all
ife-belic were corrsctly in position, and to place warning notices at danger
spots, which arc considered to iaclude Testen Tock.
% The guestion of a waterborac patrol was discusced but nol pursued. Death
by drowming comes very suddenly - four minutes at Lhe outside, Tt ic come Leu
miles frouw Allingten to Yalding, and the locks hold up a 20-knot craft

can
equipped with reguscitation gesr for as much as 172 miuutes.
Novertheless the Medweay River Ueers Assoclation heve volunteered %o
nominate a power craft in each pen of the Medway below Yalding so that sz
ambulance crew can get afloat reasonably quickly. They might well be in the

viciniky of a drowniag.
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ritugtion the hagt safely messurss are coasidered o be tnose of a preven-
tative nature. Have you warned your children af the dangers of the river?
And can they swim?

POSTCRIPT TQ THRE CLOSING OF THE SCHOOL

Life-Line has received the feollowing frouw Miss Wakefield:

The teachers of Vesl Farleigh zchool would like to convey their thanke through
Life-Lino to everyone for their gifts asnd kind good wishes; to the Parent-
Teachers Accoclation who organisaed the memorable occasion, snd thelr spokes-
man, Mr Merriltl. For the delicious cake fealuring in icing the age of the
school we thank and congratulate Maureen Underdown. Since the closurs we are
Erateful to those ex-pupils whe so willingly came Lo the school and helped
sort the equipment. They made a long job much more plemsant. Ws thank Lhe
children who have left for the pleasure Lhey brought to Test Farleigh cchool,
and we wish them every success and happiness in their new schools.

CLOSING DOWH BARCATES AT TH= SCHOOL

Miss Wakcfield still has the following for sale. Ring 812315 i7? you srec in-
terested: OQOval oak dining table wilh centre leaf, £15; Hall cupboard, £3;
¥elding table suitable for wallpapering, £2; Dunlop stair treads, £3

NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE

Mrg Norman Lambden, of Elmscroft Bunpalcw, writes: “Through Life~Line I would
1like Lo thank everyone who so kindiy enquired about amy husbaad!s progress
during bis illness, Also for the many offers of help. I am thankful to say
he iz now making a slow, bub, T trust, sure recovery, although, I might add,
too glow for kim! I would alse 1ike Lo thank Owen Styles and Nicholzs Read
for tkelr kindness in collecling cur rudbish for the skip. Young people
today are co oftcn condsmned that ii i= well to ¥now there arc some in our
village who gre willing to helge others'.

Robert Palmer, sged 10, at 2 Charlton Lane, is another boy cet upon holping
others, He asks everyouc who buys Cola cans to ssve the rings, and pass on
their collection Lo him, or to depositi them in 2 hox provided for the purooee
at Mr Davison's shop. He knows a way by which these riags can be turned into
money with which to buy a Xidney machine. Will you heip Tobert achieve his
aubition for such a worthy canse?

MAKE IT A JOYFUL JUMBLE:

By far the mosi important cominz event in Wegl Farlesigh this nonth is the
Jumbls-gun=Nearly Wow to swell the church income, AIl local cars and Foot~
eéteps should be steered for the ericket ground on Saturday September 18th Lo
ensure a bunper coinage crop. Mrs 4 C H Morgan will be gratelul for any
worth-whila merchandise parishioners src »iilling ito donate and deliver to her
al Hillcroft, but if transwort iz a problem ghe will arrsnge collection. Ring
Maidstone 26251. The commilles av® hopcful the occazion will not be regarded
46 an outlet for the old unwanted junk the word “Jumble' so ofton encourages,
but vather as a market placc for Lhings surrendered with a sizh because they
are Yreoglly pather nice®. Business will open at 2.3%0, tea will be available
48 the afiernoon wesrs on, and a rafllec will add a touch of oxcitemenl,

ot

THE BEST SKIPPED VILLAGE? y
Maidstone HDorough Council keat itz oromise to provide a ckip on The Gresn last
month as a dump for bulky rubbish. It arrived one day st lunch-time, and by
hine o'clock on Lhe following morning it was full.

— o — . — — —

IN CHURCH THIS MOHTH
Sunday Sept 5: Holy Communion 8,00am Family Service 10.30

Sept 12: Matine 11.00 Eveasong 6.30

Sepl 19: FHoly Communion 8.00 Matine 11.00

Seot 26: Matins 11.00 Ko evening esrvice, You are invited to

Harvest Thonksgiving at Teston.

Details of Wesl Farleigh'c Hurvest Festival nexi month, but it is good to krow
in advance that the preacher in the evening on October 10tk will be the Nural
Dean, Canon Alec CGoodrich. Meanwhile, says the Vicar, plesse don't neglect the
Jumble Sale on Sept 18th, and don't forget Hzrvest Supper on October 15th.

Church cleaning: Week of Monday August %0th and Sep 6th, Mrs Dyer; 15th and
20th, Mr snd ¥ras Walter; 27th, ¥rs Vera Smith,
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